COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 21, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Taylor, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Dainty, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman

Staff Present:  

Russell Shuey, Code Compliance Officer;  
Guests:  
Matt Johnston 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of April 7, 2008.   Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  Mr. Aikens would like the minutes to reflect that he was asking a question regarding trees on Spring Street and not making a statement about it (page five (5) of the minutes).  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.       
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Catherine Dupuis, Artistic Director and President, Jazz PA, regarding

the Columbia Gas 2008 Summer Jazz Celebration July 26, 2008.  The letter requests closure of The Diamond, High Street between Allegheny and Spring Streets and Allegheny Street between Cherry Lane and Pike Street from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  Council would like more information before a decision is made regarding the requested street closings.  

· A letter from Liz Toukonen, Senior Program Director, Bellefonte Family YMCA,

Requesting permission to use Governors Park for Youth Discovery Program, June 16 to August 27, Monday through Friday, 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM.  The request includes use of the park area; pavilions #1, #2 & #3; electricity at pavilion #1; partial use of shed; bathrooms; and fountains.  Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  Council requested that the schedule be checked to be sure there are no conflicts.  Mr. Taylor informed Council that there are many dead trees in the park that could cause an unsafe situation if they are not taken care of.  Mr. Stewart assured Council that the trees will be taken care of before the park opens May 31st.  A voice vote was unanimous.          
· A notice that the “Art of the Bellefonte Schools” will be on display April 19th to May

30th, 2008 at the Gamble Mill.  The exhibit can be viewed Monday through Saturday from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM and again from 5:30 PM to closing.   A reception will be held Tuesday, April 22nd, 2008 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Gamble Mill. 

· A letter from Albert Lavan, Centre County WNV Program Coordinator, Centre

County Planning Office, regarding the West Nile Virus Surveillance.  It is recommended that residents eliminate standing water sources.   
· A notice from Allegheny Power informing customers of upcoming energy

management workshops.  The April 24th workshop will be held at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA.  The May 28th workshop will be held at Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA.  The June 12th workshop will be held at George Westinghouse Science & Technology Center, Pittsburgh, PA.  Registration for the workshops is free.  The half-day workshops are held from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  Mr. Beigle plans to attend the workshop.

· A letter from Megan Epler, Energy Resource Center, SEDA-Council of

Governments, providing an update on the LED Traffic Signal Conversion Project.  

ORAL
· Matt Johnston, 501 West High Street addressed Council regarding installing

something to prevent cars from coming into his yard when they come down the hill.  Mr. Aikens met with him and provided suggestions.  Mr. Stewart informed Mr. Johnston that he and Bill Comly examined the situation and determined at least two potential options.  They include: 1) installation of a guide-rail, or 2) installation of ballards.  Further review by the Streets Committee will occur according to Mr. DeCusati, who stated he has been working on getting the Committee together.     
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mrs. Brown, Ms. Dainty and Mr. Halderman attended the Clearfield/Centre County

Boroughs Association meeting Thursday, April 17th.      
· Mr. Beigle and Mr. Aikens attended the Airport Authority meeting and provided an

update to Council on issues pertaining to air transportation in the Center Region.        
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman reminded everyone that Tuesday, April 22nd, is Election Day and

encouraged everyone to exercise their privilege to vote.  
Mr. Beigle questioned why there are so many white lines painted on the streets.  Mr. Taylor informed that the marks are deliberate and signify CATA bus stops.  

Mr. DeCusati has seen increased activity in most police departments in the region.  

Mrs. Brown reminded residents to remove keys from vehicles and to lock vehicles.

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
a) 137 West Curtin Street/Paul DeCusati – replace windows on rear porch.

b) 137 North Allegheny Street/Sekula Sign Corporation – sign changeover from Omega Bank to First National Bank.

c) Intersection of Howard and Allegheny Streets/Bellefonte Borough – choose concrete colors for streetscape improvements.

d) 125 West Bishop Street/Just Call Mike and Rick – replace existing metal roof.

e) 347 East Linn Street/Ralph Stewart – proposed changes to windows on rear addition.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve Certificate of Appropriateness a) 137 West Curtin

Street.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. DeCusati abstained from voting.

Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve all other Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr.

Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Aikens commended Mr. Stewart for the fine job he is doing on 347 East Linn Street.  

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.  

The project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant Atrium is completed.  Council members would like to have a tour of the room. 

Finance – Ms. Aikens made a motion to file for audit the March 2007 vouchers in the amount of $577,455.66.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
March 2007 Vouchers

General



13914 - 14034



$172,269.83
Streetlighting



    455 - 459



$    1,252.47
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    596 – 616



$  12,351.89
Fire Equipment


  1093 - 1097



$    6,515.73
Parks & Recreation


    862 - 863



$    1,236.24
Water



        1039, 5643 - 5682


$  93,752.65
Sanitation


         6817 – 6860, 992


$195,642.82
Refuse




  1244 - 1264



$  88,013.40
Swimming Pool


    311 - 312 



$       255.31
CDBG




    412 - 413



$    3,922.12
Special Projects


           -



$           0.00
Highway Aid


          
    179 – 182  



$    2,243.20
Capital Projects


          -




$           0.00






Total:



$577,455.66
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor made a motion that Council approves the Kepler Pool Agreement.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

There is a willow tree in Talleyrand Park that is rotted out and has had fires lit in it.  The tree is going to be removed.  Bushes will be trimmed around Talleyrand Park.  Mrs. Brown reported that the fountain in Talleyrand Park will soon be working.  

With all the vandalism going on in Talleyrand Park it was suggested that there be a dusk- to-dawn curfew in Talleyrand Park.       
Personnel – Preparation for collective bargaining contract negotiations are ongoing.      
Safety – Mr. Aikens discussed the vulnerability of Talleyrand Park.  Mr. Aikens made a motion to enforce a dusk-to-dawn curfew in Talleyrand Park.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mayor Goldman would like to see a time designation with the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Aikens also suggested there be police surveillance in the park.  Mr. Shuey informed Council that bushes by the Lincoln Head and fence will be trimmed down to provide more visibility.        
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle informed Council that there is a copy of the treatment plant permit plans in the packets that Nittany Engineering sent to Spring-Benner-Walker Joint Authority for comment.  

The Authority offered water to Weis Markets for their new store.    
Streets – Mr. DeCusati would like to have a Streets Committee meeting on Thursday, April 24th, at 5:30 PM at the Borough Building.  
Leaf collection and street cleaning is ongoing.  Mr. DeCusati commended the crew for doing a fine job.

The street paving list will be reviewed.  Dunlap Street will not be completely paved, but will be repaired by the contractor who installed the new Spring Creek Interceptor.  

Mr. Stewart is looking into a snow blower that attaches to the front-end of a loader.  Mr. Stewart feels that would benefit snow-removal in the downtown area.   Mr. Stewart will provide more information to Council regarding this.    


There was an issue on Logan Street regarding a yellow “No Parking” zone behind a garage.  Mr. Stewart and Mr. Comly examined the situation. 


There was a question regarding parking signs on Logan Street and Allegheny Street regarding parking on one side.  Mr. Stewart will check into this.


On High Street there was a handicap parking space for a resident that no longer needs it.  Mr. Stewart will check into this matter.  

A question was raised regarding Potter Street to Slaughterhouse Road near SMS and whether the road can be widened.   

Technology – Mr. Heidt contacted Dell and talked with small business people and discovered they laptops could be purchased at the online price.  Seven computers were ordered.  Five computers were purchased for $449.00 each (only five can be purchased at this price) and two were purchased for $574.00 each.  With the extra software it is $697.00 each for the first five computers and $822.00 for the other two.  Power strips will be installed in the Council room along with a wireless router.      
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Aikens made a motion that the Borough of Bellefonte amend Ordinance #1210

Sections 702.4, 702.5, and 704.2.1.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  Every time something is amended the ordinance it needs to be advertised.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
NEW BUSINESS
· There will be a meeting with Columbia Gas on Wednesday, April 23rd, at 10:30 AM in

the Borough Building Council Chambers.   
EXONERATIONS

Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
POLICE REPORT

Mr. Beigle made a motion to accept the police report.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council, Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn the meeting of April 21, 2008 at 9:05 p.m.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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