COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 19, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
None.
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman

Staff Present:  

Russell Shuey, Code Enforcement Officer 
Guests:  
Mark Garlicki, HRG; Paul Oesterling; Melanie Morrison 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of May 5, 2008 and the special meeting minutes of May 8, 2008.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as written.       
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A notice from PA Humanities Council regarding grants that are available.

· A letter from the Governor’s Gate Property Manager regarding trees at Governors

Park.  The situation is being examined and some of the trees that caused concern have been removed.

· A letter From Samuel H. Hawbaker , CPM, President, Park Forest Enterprises, Inc.,

Realtors, requesting an appeal to a decision made by the code inspector on April 28, 2008 at the Bush Arcade Building.  Mr. Stewart will respond to the letter.   
· A letter from Kevin R. Kline, P.E., District Executive, Engineering District 2-0,

PennDOT, providing a listing and map of the highway related improvement projects for Centre County.  The listing includes a section of South Water Street to High Street.  The Borough would like to conduct some water line repair/replacements and manhole replacements before that work is completed and is requesting a time extension from PennDOT for this project.      
· An email was received from Eric Ebeling regarding a street closure for a block party. 

The closure would include the 400 block of Beaver Street from Armor Street to Wilson Street on Saturday, June 7th, from 4:00 PM to 7:30 PM with a rain date of Sunday, June 8th, from 2:00 PM to 5:30 PM.  June 7th is the date of the Children’s Fair and it would cause a safety issue to have this street closed as well as Curtin Street.  Mr. Ebeling had a second choice date of June 28th.  Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the closure of Beaver Street between Armor Street and Wilson Street on Saturday, June 28th, from 4:00 PM to 7:30 PM.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

· An email was received from the Bellefonte Society of Loons requesting permission to

set up a tent on the Diamond next to the brown stone building from 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM so they can hold a scavenger hunt on Saturday, June 28th.  Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

ORAL
· Mr. Taylor had a letter from a neighbor, Dr. Stanley A. Mumma, P.E., that Mr.

Stewart read before Council.  The letter addressed two objections raised by a Borough resident.  

1) The Newman Development plans prepared by BL Companies that were presented at an April 21, 2008 work session did not show a mature stand of arborvitaes inside the Mumma property line immediately to the north of the 10’ wide strip reserved by James Beaver for utility corridor. 
2) Storm water runoff problems have been addressed on either the Zoning Hearing Board I or SU101 Plans.  It appears there has been an acquisition of the 10’ wide by about 400’ long utility corridor (although the transfer has not shown up in the Recorder of Deeds office.)  It also appears there is the intention to consolidate the utility corridor with the property to be developed (although this has not shown up either), however, this purchase and consolidation do not seem to compensate for the developers intent to convert their roughly half-acre property from previous grass or green area, which absorbs rain water to impervious paved parking lots, roads and roofed structure.  Development of the property will cause the rainwater to immediately run-off into the storm water system rather than be absorbed by the currently undeveloped previous green area.  Dr. Mumma goes on to mention that there has been previous backyard flooding due to the inability of the storm water system to handle rapid storm water runoff.  
Dr. Mumma requests that the letter of no objection vote before Council be tabled until the following three items have been resolved.
1) The Mumma property arborvitaes are properly shown on the plans.

2) The Borough engineer has given his professional evaluation and assurance that the rapid storm water runoff from the proposed dental arts development will not a) adversely impact the East High Street properties adjacent to the 10’ utility corridor and/or b) adversely impact the Borough downstream storm water system in part or total.

3) Council has been given adequate time to carefully consider and answer the items raised in question and request enclosure that accompanied the May 9, 2008 Mumma letter to Borough Council.  Council believes the place for a hearing is before the Zoning Hearing Board for the variances and also believed the Planning Commission will perform their job in a professional manner when and if this project comes before their Commission.    

· Mrs. Brown requested a work session before the June 2, 2008 Council meeting

to discuss police coverage.  

· Mr. Heidt asked who owns trees that are planted in the right-of-way between the curb

and the sidewalk.  Mr. Stewart informed him that they are owned by the property owner, but are regulated by the Borough.  Mr. Stewart said the exception is if there is blacktop around the tree it is then considered a Borough tree.  Residents are required to obtain a permit before a tree is cut down.    

· Mark Garlicki, HRG, addressed Council on behalf of the Spring-Benner-Walker Joint

Authority.  SBWJA is in the midst of three sewer extensions, two which have been approved through previous Act 537 planning efforts.  One of these is in Benner Township with approximately 100 customers and one is on the Centre Hall Mountain with approximately 70 customers.  The third one is the Valentine Hill Road sewer extension that will serve approximately six customers.  SBWJA has a bid from a contractor for the work, but can not move forward until the planning is completed.  SBWJA has a letter from Tom Smith stating there is capacity, but a resolution is needed from the Borough stating the planning is okay, which will be turned in to DEP.  Mr. Garlicki is requesting the resolution from the Borough so the project can move ahead.  Council informed Mr. Garlicki that they are having the attorney follow up with this request.  When the review is completed there will be conditional approval granted because of concerns with crossing the Corning line.   

· Paul Oesterling, property owner of 102 Valentine Hill Road, has been trying to get

sewage service at the property for over five years.  Mr. Oesterling’s septic runs into the creek.  His property has been sitting empty since a few months before January 2007.  He respectfully asked Council to consider the needs of the people rather than playing politics and take action on approving the sewer project.  Mr. Oesterling’s property is in Spring Township.  Mr. Oesterling has discussed the issue with SBWJA manager.  It was suggested that Mr. Oesterling discuss this matter with the Spring Township Supervisors.  He was informed that Council is not deliberately holding anything up, but rather verifying that the matter is handled correctly.  

· Melanie Morrison, 147 Valentine Hill Road, has the same problems as Mr.

Oesterling.  Mr. Aikens requested that she and Mr. Oesterling have the neighbors sign a letter stating the promises that were made to them by the SBWJA and send it to the attention of the Bellefonte Borough Manager.               

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· There were no Special Committee reports.

MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman thanked the residents of Bellefonte for sprucing up the community.  He

urged everyone to keep up the good work and make Bellefonte a clean community to live in.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 208 South Water Street/Matt McMullen – demolition of chicken coop.
2) 203 North Allegheny Street/Centre county Library and Historical Museum – landscaping/hardscaping for new children’s garden.  Painting and door replacement at Girl Scout House.

3) 159 East Curtin Street/John Schuster – remove existing stoop and construct a compatible front porch.  Paint with colors similar to existing colors.

4) 302 East Curtin Street/Tim Maness – Modifications to exterior stair/porch, painting, and partial garage roof replacement.

5) 203 North Allegheny Street/Centre County Library and Historical Museum – installation of signs for Children’s Garden.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve all five Certificates of Appropriateness.  Ms.

Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMITTEES
Building & Property – Mrs. Brown informed Council that the Garden Club, employees from OFI Institutional Asset Management, and Borough volunteers weeded and planted flowers at Talleyrand Park on 14 May 2008.  A thank you letter will be sent.    
Mrs. Brown also stated a beautiful job was done with the sod that was placed in Talleyrand Park. 
Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion file for audit the April 2008 vouchers in the amount of $819,965.11.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
April 2008 Vouchers

General



14035 - 14154



$222,392.68
Streetlighting



    460 - 465



$    9,166.11
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    617 - 632



$  38,860.59
Fire Equipment


  1098 - 1103



$  28,357.73
Parks & Recreation


    864 - 876



$    9,083.69
Water



              5683 - 5744


 
$150,814.19
Sanitation


         6861 – 6912, 993


$281,596.52
Refuse




  1265 - 1288



$  68,317.00
Swimming Pool


    313 - 315 



$    3,205.56
CDBG



       414 – 416, 1026, 179


$    7,544.40
Special Projects


           -



$           0.00
Highway Aid


          
    109 - 111  



$       626.64
Capital Projects


          -




$           0.00






Total:



$819,965.11
Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay invoices from Tracey G. Benson, Miller Kistler &

Campbell in the amounts of $1,355.00 for Municipal Liens that were filed, and $754.50 for monthly services provided.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   
Ms. Dainty informed Council members that there will be a budget review completed at 

a work session in July.  

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor had nothing to report.
Mr. Stewart informed Council that Wednesday, May 21st, at 10:30 AM he, Tracey Benson and Russell Shuey will meet on site with the tennis court people who did the surfacing.  The Borough is currently holding approximately $20,000.00 from the project.  

Mr. Holderman received a call from John Wetzler, Bellefonte High School, informing him there are approximately 25 students who want to volunteer for a Community Service Day on Friday, May 23rd.  Most of those students will be working in Governors Park.  

Mr. Stewart informed Council that work is beginning to get the pool open and running.        

Personnel – Mr. Hay informed Council that the Personnel Committee had a meeting Monday, May 12th, with the Public Works to discuss contract negotiations.      
Safety – Mr. Aikens informed Council that the road crossings will be done soon.  He reminded Mr. Stewart that painting needs done by the Train Station.  
Potter Street drainage work will be completed as soon as possible.  

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reminded residents that the Borough will be closed May 26th due to the Memorial Day holiday and therefore Monday’s refuse collection that week will be completed on Wednesday, May 28th.  
Mr. Beigle informed Council that a motion was made at the Authority meeting to sent a letter to SBWJA from the Borough Solicitor informing them that if a letter and payment schedule are not received from them the matter will be handled by the Borough solicitor.  

Mr. Stewart reminded Council that previously a grant in the amount of $98,000.00 was received from the Federal Government to fix water lines.  The U.S EPA office in Philadelphia is administering the grant.  They will be coming to Bellefonte at the end of May to review the grant guidelines.  The Authority is considering using that money to do waterline repairs along Water Street.  
Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that temporary barriers were installed along the property on High Street and Half Moon Hill.  The paving list is being compiled and the draft will be available soon for comments.  

There was concern expressed that the “work ahead” sign on Howard Street for the project being completed by the gas line is in place when no work is being done.  The concern is that people will ignore signs when work is actually being done if the signs aren’t taken down when there is no work being done.    
Technology – Mr. Heidt stated that after the work session this evening, if anyone still was experiencing any problems with their laptop computers, not to hesitate to give him a call.
OLD BUSINESS
Dr. Newman requested the letter of no objection to his preliminary plans that were presented to Council at the 21 April work session be officially approved.  He stated that he realizes that he still is required to go through both Zoning Board and the Planning Commission processes.  Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve of the letter of no objection.  Mr. DeCausati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Ralph Stewart noted that Mr. Lou Colon from the PA Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) will be at the Borough building on Friday, May 23 2008 to discuss economic planning grant opportunities.

NEW BUSINESS

Amendment 05-19-08 to Resolution 02-04-08 (Weed Violation Fees) was brought up for approval.  Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the resolution.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
EXONERATIONS

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Mr. DeCausati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
POLICE REPORT

Mr. Heidt made a motion to accept the police report.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn the meeting of May 19, 2008 at 9:10 p.m.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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