COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 21, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 

Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman

Staff Present:  

 
Guests:  
Ms. Heather Higgins, HARB Consultant; Ms. Erin Hammerstat, Mr. John Gertz; Ms. Erica McMullen, Mr. Matthew McMullen
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of July 7, 2008.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as written.       
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Cynthia L. Hahn, Executive Director, C-NET, the local government

access education channel for the Centre Region, along with a proposal that includes a basic outline of services C-NET could offer Bellefonte Borough and the amount of dues that would be requested in 2009.  Interest in Bellefonte Borough membership in C-NET was dropped due to lack of a majority request of the Council members. 
· A letter from Gerald E. Cross, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Economy League,

providing information regarding a DCED grant to look at developing and implementing multi-year financial management plans.  After some discussion, Council thought it would be a good idea to look into this as an option in more detail.  Mr. Stewart will obtain more information regarding the grant.
· A letter from Kevin R. Kline, P.E., District Executive, Engineering District 2-0,

PennDOT, referencing a federal court case regarding ADA improvements that must be made to sidewalks during road improvement projects. 

· A letter from Tammy & Sherry, Co-chairs, Bellefonte Relay for Life, thanking

Council for their support of the Relay for Life.

· A letter from Don Amoriello CAA, Director of Athletics, Bellefonte Area School

District, requesting use of Governors Park as an alternative training site for the months of August, September and October and also during home meets on September 30th and October 7th from 2:30 PM to 6:30 PM.  


Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Mike Theuer, 442 East Linn Street, thanking Council for considering a

4-way STOP sign at the intersection of Wilson and Howard Streets.  Mr. Theuer also is requesting Council consider having a crossing guard at that intersection.  Council will consider a crossing guard.  Mr. Stewart talked with a PennDOT representative responsible for safety  regarding the concerns that were raised by Mr. Theuer.  If the school requests a study, PennDOT will do the study.  The safety representative informed Mr. Stewart that the intersection of Wilson and Howard Street did not warrant a 4-way STOP sign.  Council requested crosswalks to be painted at this intersection.      

· A letter from Rose Boland, 226 West Lamb Street, requesting the closure of W.

Burrows Street between the corners of Spring Street and Locust Lane on Saturday, August 16th, for a neighborhood pig roast.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  There was concern expressed due to other roads being closed due to the  Arts & Crafts Fair being held in downtown this same weekend.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to amend the motion to change the date to either August 9th or August 23rd.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the request.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
· A letter addressed to Russell D. Shuey, Building Code Official, from Alfred J.

Zwettler, Attorney, Law Department, Atlanta Field Office, United States Postal Service, informing him that they think they are exempt from Bellefonte Borough Ordinances because they are an entity of the Federal Government.  It was suggested that the entire letter be published for residents to see and express their opinions regarding the sidewalks.  Mr. Stewart will send a copy of the letter to Rep. Peterson’s office to see if they can help with the situation.  
ORAL
· John Gertz, 345 East Howard Street, at the center of the Columbia Gas renovation

project.  Mr. Gertz addressed Council on “perception”.  He feels the previous building code had a preamble that indicated the Borough and Council would like to work with rental people and property owners to improve Bellefonte.  He feels the new building code is difficult to obtain and therefore it is difficult to comply with the requirements for rental properties.  After Columbia Gas poured a new sidewalk in front of his property, he was informed that he was in defect of his sidewalk.  Mr. Gertz responded to Mr. Shuey requesting details regarding the sidewalks.  He was given thirty days to repair his sidewalk and feels he is now in violation “technically speaking” of repairing his sidewalk.  Mr. Gertz feels that it is unacceptable that he has received no communication from Bellefonte Borough.  When questioned, Mr. Gertz stated he did get a response when the party he needed to speak to was in the office.  

Mr. Stewart apologized to Mr. Gertz for the fact that the Code Officer did not reply to him and will check into this matter.  Mr. Stewart also informed Mr. Gertz that some letters were mistakenly sent to the wrong section of Howard Street.  Council informed Mr. Gertz that the deadline was extended from thirty days to ninety days to repair the sidewalks.  Mr. Gertz feels the letter should have been addressed to him personally rather than “Property Owner”.  Council and staff are working to address the problems.

· Erica McMullen, 208 South Water Street, addressed Council to consider approving

their Certificate of Appropriateness, even though the HARB denied their request.  Mrs. McMullen purchased the property approximately two years ago.  When they purchased their home the realtor did not disclose that the property was in the historic district.  Mrs. McMullen was aware that she was required to get permission from HARB before making changes to her property.  Mrs. McMullen asked why their vinyl windows would not be approved, but that there were other project where the vinyl windows were approved.  Heather Higgins, HARB Consultant,  informed Mrs. McMullen that each project is reviewed separately.  Mrs. McMullen will be provided with a copy of the ordinance.        

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mr. Halderman attended the Centre County MPO meeting.  The new TIP (twelve

year plan) is coming out for approval.    
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman informed Council members that they missed a wonderful concert in

Talleyrand Park.  There will be a concert the next four Sunday evenings at 7:00 PM.  He feels Council members should attend some of the concerts.

Saturday, July 26th, there will be a JAZZ Concert and Festival in Bellefonte sponsored by Columbia Gas.


Monday, July 28th, at 10:30 AM, Curves will be opening on the corner of High and Potter Street.  

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· Mrs. Brown made a motion to advertise for a Member at Large from the community for

the vacant position on the HARB board.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 208 South Water Street/Matt and Erica McMullen

2) 114 East Pike Street/Lee, Green & Reiter, Inc.

3) 401 West High Street/Bob Bowersox for Curves, Inc.

4) 105 West Curtin Street/Mark and SuLainne Watson

5) 337 East Linn Street

6) 208 South Water Street/Matt and Erica McMullen

· Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve all recommendations for/against Certificates of

Appropriateness made by HARB.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown reiterated the fact that the residents need to know that the sidewalk repairs were given an extension and must be made in ninety days rather than thirty days.

The Cherry Log bids were opened and were as follows:



$701.55 – Frank Halderman



$395.00 – Louis Persic



$630.00 – Rex Mattern

Mrs. Brown made a motion to accept the highest bidder, which is Frank Halderman at a cost of $701.55.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter was received from Eric B. Gladhill, P.L.S., for C. S. Davidson, Inc.  a firm 

retained by Columbia Gas Company of Pennsylvania.  They are interested in a right-of-way agreement for a proposed gas line on Locust Lane.  The area referenced is the Omega Bank parking area.  First National Bank owns the parking spaces adjacent to the sidewalk.   C. S. Davidson, Inc. is requesting a right-of-way agreement for $1.00.  Council would like the Borough Solicitor to review the agreement and would also like a current map of the area.  Mr. Stewart will do this via email so the project is not detained.

· The Centre County Library would like a bench placed in the garden area by the Girl

Scout House.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that the new benches currently located in Talleyrand Park were purchased with grant money and must be utilized only for the purposes stated in the grant.  Therefore, although the idea has merit and good intentions, those particular benches cannot be used on private property.  Council would approve a couple of the Borough’s restored benches to be used.  Mr. Stewart will pursue having two restored benches placed in the Garden.     
· A tree blew over in Governors Park over the weekend landing on one of the pavilions in

the back of the Park.  Due to the incident being reported earlier in the day, the damage is unknown at this time.  The tree will be cut down and removed and the Pavilion will be fixed.  


Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion file for audit the June 2008 vouchers in the amount of $843,719.40.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
June 2008 Vouchers

General



14291 – 14401


$190,505.40
Streetlighting



    474 – 480



$  10,006.36
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    653 - 666



$    6,446.37
Fire Equipment


  1109 - 1112



$  11,053.64
Parks & Recreation


    900 – 920 



$  17,164.92
Water



       1040, 5802 – 5839 

 
$  89,129.50
Sanitation


          6964 – 7027, 994


$415,671.25
Refuse




  1314 - 1334



$  94,838.97
Swimming Pool


    323 – 335



$    6,774.06
CDBG



                    1027



$    2,080.00
Special Projects


         196



$         48.93
Highway Aid


          
           -  



$           0.00
Capital Projects


          -




$           0.00






Total:


            $843,719.40
· A Finance Committee meeting will be held Thursday, July 24th, at 2:30 PM at the

Borough Office.  The budget will be reviewed and energy costs will be reviewed.
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor informed Council that tables were placed in the Joseph A. Masullo Park.  Signs for the dog park will be ordered.  
· Mr. Aikens would like a skateboard park investigated.  He feels the Joseph A. Masullo

Park would be an excellent location for it.  He also feels funding would be provided for it through civic organizations.  The cost of a liability policy would need to be investigated.  Mr. Stewart will contact other Boroughs where skateboard parks have been installed to determine the usage in similar types of parks, are there any problems other Municipalities have encountered with their skateboard park, and will check with the Borough’s Insurance Carrier to assess any liability issues and associated costs.  

· The Request for proposal for the Kepler Pool feasibility study was sent on Thursday, August 17th, to six vendors.    

· The Borough solicitor is sending a letter to finalize the tennis court issue.

Personnel – Mr. Hay informed Council that the Personnel Committee continues to meet to discuss the Public Works and Police contractual issues.  The Committee anticipates providing a draft proposal to the full Council by the next meeting.  
Safety – Mr. Aikens made a motion to accept the draft of the Fire Services Agreement and distribute it among the participating municipalities.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
Mr. Aikens also stated he would like see Council implement the apparatus purchase formula based on the budget.  Ms. Dainty stated that the fire apparatus presentation was well done and wished the other municipalities that did not attend would have been there.  Mr. Aikens thanks those Council members and staff that were there for their attendance at the meeting. 
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle referred to a letter from Spring-Benner-Walker Joint Authority.  The letter was referred to the Bellefonte Authority’s Solicitor,  Mr. John Blasko, who will draft a response on behalf of the Authority and the Borough. 

Streets – Mr. DeCusati had a meeting with the Street Committee and the Streetscape Project was discussed and bids were reviewed.  Because of an issue that needs to be resolved with the State, the Street Committee will wait until the first week of August to provide time for resolution of the issue.  If at that time it isn’t resolved, the Borough may request assistance from our State Representatives to work on behalf of Bellefonte Borough.  
· A paving list has been received and the Committee will review the streets on the paving

list.  

· There will be a Streets Committee meeting on Tuesday, July 29th, at 5:00 PM, to review

the proposed paving list.        

· Mr. DeCusati made a motion to make a hotel loading/unloading zone in front of the

Garman Opera House.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  Mr. DeCusati withdrew his first motion.  Mr. Aikens withdrew his second.  Mr. Aikens made a motion to propose to the Borough Solicitor the change of the current loading/unloading zone to extend the zone one space.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    


Mrs. Brown stated the alternate side parking signs on High Street on either side of the Courthouse are barely readable.  The signs state 1:00 AM to 7:00 AM.  Mrs. Brown feels the signs need to state 2:00 AM rather than 1:00 AM because of businesses that are open until that time.  It was determined this matter will be discussed at a future work session.          

Technology – Mr. Heidt informed Council that the Borough website is being updated.  
· For longer battery life on the laptops, Mr. Heidt encouraged members to occasionally let

the battery run down completely.

OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Beigle raised the question regarding the  Baseball Tournament that is to be held at the Governor’s Park Field.  Council should request Mr. Menna to come back to Council for a follow-up report.  
· Ms. Dainty informed Council that the Borough staff has been answering the telephones

and it is appreciated.
· Mr. Aikens would like a report of the plans for the Teener League Field.  Bellefonte

Borough owns the property but it is managed by the Teener League.  Mr. Aikens feels it is a public health nuisance.  
· Mrs. Brown would like to know the laptop cost savings.  That information will be

available soon.

· Mayor Goldman would like a report from the representative of the Centre County

Community Foundation.  
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart sent out emails regarding the new DEP Grant Program.  It involves

greenhouse gas and energy savings.  It is currently a free, no match grant.  Council is not interested in pursuing this grant.

· Mr. Beigle brought up the Gypsy Moth Suppression Program.  Mr. Stewart received information regarding the Gypsy Moth spraying.  The deadline for signing up is September 15th  2008.  The letter Mr. Stewart received says an assessment will not be done this year.  Residents that want their private property covered may contact the Centre County Gypsy Moth Coordinator or for more information, go to the following web site: www.co.centre.pa.us/gypsymoth       
EXONERATIONS

Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
POLICE REPORT

Mr. Hay made a motion to accept the police report as presented.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Mrs. Brown made a motion to adjourn the meeting of July 21, 2008 at 9:20 p.m.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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