COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 2, 2008 
CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:25 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  The starting time of the meeting was delayed due to extended presentations held during the worksession. 
Pledge of Allegiance:

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Dainty, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Brown, Taylor 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

 Police Chief Weaver
Guests:  
G. Dunne; Patricia Kennedy

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of August 4, 2008.   Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  Ms. Dainty would like the minutes to be corrected to clarify her remarks related to the discussion on a skate park.  Ms. Dainty stated when considering placement of a skate park, that Governor’s Park should be considered, not Reynolds Avenue as reflected in the minutes.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN:

The Lions Club sent a letter of request for permission to hold their annual rib fundraiser on the Diamond 9/27/08 7:00am-3:00pm . The Meals packaged for takeout and served between 11:00 and 1:00.  Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the request and Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
Watermarke Church requested use of the gazebo at Talleyrand park on 10/12/08 5:00pm from 7:00pm.  Setup at 3:30. “Praise in the Park” outreach event with live band.  Ms Dainty made a motion to approve the request. Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
Centre HomeCare Flu Immunization Program - $25 per shot tentatively arranged for 10/8/08 9:00am-11:00am.

Tempest Studios requested use of Talleyrand Park on Sunday 10/5/08 from 12:00 to 6:00pm to offer a free Shakespeare Festival and performance.  Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the request; Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
The Board of Commissioners sent a letter of application for 2009 County Aid grant.  Mr. Stewart will ensure the application is submitted.
A letter informing Council of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs Fall Leadership Conference.  This year the conference will be held in Gettysburg from October 17-19, 2008

A copy of the Centre County Solid Waste Authority’s letter that was sent to local businesses in Bellefonte Borough related to the transition of cardboard pick-up.  Questions or concerns should be directed to CCSWA.  
A letter from Pennsylvania CleanWays requesting help with local surveys pertaining to illegal dumpsites.
A thank you letter from Ms. Catherine Dupuis of JazzPA thanking the Borough for their assistance during the 2008 JazzPA Festival.
A letter from the New York Leak Detection Survey providing the results from their survey.  Their findings resulted in an estimated 241,000 gallons per day of water leakage. 
A thank you letter from the Bellefonte Area School District regarding the establishment of the School Resource Officer position.  It was noted that the cooperation with the School District regarding the implementation of the Agreement went very well.  Council asked that the Borough also extend a letter of appreciation to Dr. Masullo and the Bellefonte Area School Board for their assistance in getting this position established. 
ORAL
Ms. Gay Dunne provided Council with an overview of the Council on the Arts application process and grant profile.   The overview included the application and reporting processes.  All of the information related to this can be found on the Borough’s web-site: http://bellefonte.net   
Ms. Patricia Kennedy, 225 N. Thomas Street requested a change in the way the Borough’s noise ordinance is implemented.  Specifically, she spoke to the increase in modified/aftermarket mufflers and asked if the Borough could support House bill 1526.  Also, she asked if there could be any changes made so that the Police could better enforce the Noise Ordinance such as the use of decibel meters.  She provided Council with a petition with 21 signatures from her neighborhood in support of these issues.  There was discussion on this issue from Councilman Heidt who stated that he researched this issue and was a proponent of noise ordinance change for more than five years before yielding to the fact that very little can be done.  Council did say they would take a look at House Bill 1526 and if it was warranted, would send letters to our representatives supporting the legislation.  Mr. Aikens and other Council members agree and empathize with the residences’ situation and asked if the Borough would look at other working ordinances in other locations, such as Gettysburg, as Ms. Kennedy pointed out.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
There were no Special Committee Reports.
MAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor had no report. 

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1. 319 East Linn Street/Millie Baker Ragosta

2. 191 East Curtin Street/Rich and Sherri Button
3. 435 North Allegheny Street/Jeremy Jackson
4. 133 North Allegheny Street-Bellefonte Museum for Centre County/Oakes Fletcher
5. West High Street-WCTU/Oakes Fletcher
6. 126 South Thomas Street/Richard Carson and Window World
Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve all of the Certificates of Appropriateness. Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

In regard to confirmation of a HARB Board member, Ms. Dainty made a motion that due to the HARB Grant requirement for filling the vacancy of the HARB Consultant, that Council hold off on filling this vacancy until the Consultant position is filled.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   
COMMITTEES
Building & Property – Mrs. Brown was not present at the meeting.  There were no questions of Building and Property.
Finance – Ms. Dainty reported vouchers were made in the amount of $629,684.69. A motion was made to approve the vouchers by Ms. Dainty.   Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  She also stated that the CPA proposal for audit services was $16,500.  Council members received a report in regard to the approximate savings derived from the changeover from paper packets to laptop computers.  It is estimated the saving to be approximately $2,169.00 per year.  
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor was absent.  Mr. Holderman reported the Borough received (4) four proposals related to the Kepler Pool Feasibility Study.  The proposals were distributed to the Kepler Pool Community Study Committee for review.  It is anticipated the Study Committee will make a recommendation regarding the proposals to the Council at the September 15th meeting.  Mr. Aikens forwarded information to the Borough regarding a grant opportunity (Tony Hawk) for potential funding to supplement the construction of a skate park.
Personnel – Mr Hay reported that the Personnel Committee, along with the HARB will be conducting interviews for the HARB Consultant on Tuesday, September 9, 2008.
 Safety – Mr. Aikens thanked the Borough staff for completing the trench work near the Train Station Building.
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle brought up the idea of having an Appreciation Day for all of the residents in Bellefonte who graciously volunteer their time, energy, and talents for all of the events that take place in the community throughout the year.  He also brought up the number of concerns raised by business owners related to the cardboard recycling transition.  The Borough has been receiving many calls regarding the transition and placement of the containers.  A motion was made by Mr. Beigle to utilize one of the parking spaces in the Municipal Parking Lot.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
Streets – Mr. DeCusati provided the following list of items to be reviewed:

1) Streetscape Project – A pre-construction meeting was held with the Streetscape Contractor, DAC Enterprises on 29 August 2008.  

2) We are awaiting a legal opinion regarding how to extend the "Hotel Loading Zone" on High Street.
Mr. Stewart stated that the Borough Solicitor has advised Council to follow the standard ordinance amendment procedure regarding the loading/unloading zone changes.
3) Changing the signs on High street for Alternate Parking.  We need to buy new signs as the old ones are barely readable.  I suggest we make the wording as clear as possible.  
Mr. Stewart advised Council that new signs have been ordered.

4) We should install parking signs for the newly created parking spots along the down side of High St. 
Mr. Stewart advised Council that the new parking meter posts have been installed and that we will install signs.
5) Issues at High Street and Dunlop St. -  Request to install a stop sign near Café on the Park and install a "Watch for Pedestrians" sign on the pole.  
6) Drainage holes for water near Café on the Park -  Mr. Stewart advised Council that the street crew was advised by the owner of the Café on the Park to do minimal work along the building at this time.
7) Storm Water Draining off E. Curtin Street onto Allegheny St.  Investigate alternatives in regard to what can be done to funnel the water down into the storm drains instead of allowing it to run over and out onto Allegheny St.

8) Can the Borough provide any history or information related to water run-off onto West Linn Street.  
9) Ardell Alley onto Rt-144 - There are some very deep potholes in this alley just before it opens out onto Rt.144.  Can we explore the possibility of patching the holes?
10) Ardell Alley entrance onto Rt-144.  Drivers in cars trying to enter onto Rt.144 have to look left to see on-coming traffic from the "Y" of Linn St. and Rt.144.  Cars can be parked too near this corner such that they block the view of the driver on Ardell Alley from seeing oncoming cars coming from Linn St.  I would like to recommend that we paint back the yellow curb to the original distance it was before.

11) Proposed Street Paving List -  A draft of the Paving List is provided to Council based on comments of the committee from our last meeting.  
a) Repair and patch some of the areas this year that could be done so easily, without paving the entire street.  

      b) Consider holding off paving entire streets until next year.

c) Would like to see street funds budgeted this year for paving to be carried over to next year, so we can get more done.

Mr. Beigle asked if the stop light on Wilson and Bishop Street could be one of the first to be corrected when the new lights arrive.


Technology – Mr. Heidt had nothing to report.  
OLD BUSINESS
The Notice-to-Proceed letter for the Streetscape Project was issued on 8 August 2008 to DAC Enterprises.  The first construction meeting was held on 29 August 2008 with construction tentatively scheduled to begin on 8 September 2008.
Approval of the Cable Ordinance was discussed.  A motion was made by Mr. Heidt to approve the ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Aikens.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Approval of the Cable Resolution was discussed.  A motion was made by Mr. Heidt to approve the ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Dainty.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Approval of the loading/unloading ordinance amendment.  A motion was made by Mr. DeCusati to approve the ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hay.  A voice vote was unanimous.

A motion to approve payment to Sweetland Engineering via Weber, Murphy, Fox in an amount not to exceed $1,500.00 was made by Mr. Heidt.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Aikens.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. Holderman noted that Mr. Frank Halderman, the winning bidder for the Cherry Logs located in Governors Park had withdrawn his bid.  Therefore, since the bidding process was completed under sealed bids, the Borough called the second highest bidder (Mr. Rex Mattern) to determine if he was still interested.  Mr. Mattern stated he was still interested in the logs.  He paid the Borough his bid quote and removed the logs from the park.
NEW BUSINESS
A motion to approve the Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) for the Non-Uniformed Pension Plan was made by Mr. Heidt.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Dainty.  A voice vote was unanimous.

EXONERATIONS
There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
A motion to approve the Police Report was made by Mr. Beigle.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hay.  A voice vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT

With no other business to come before Council, Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn the meeting of September 2, 2008 at 9:52 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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