COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 7, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Aikens, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

 
Guests:  
Pat Casher, Robert Ligenfelter, Fred Bruno, Mike Toyer
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of June 16, 2008.   Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as written.     
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter and agreement from Megan Epler, Energy Resource Center, SEDA-Council

of Governments regarding the LED Traffic Light Conversion Project.  By participating in the LED equipment bulk purchase, Bellefonte Borough will be reimbursed at least $1,000 per converted intersection, of which there are eight (8).  The agreement states Bellefonte Borough will reimburse Centre County once everything is completed.  

· A letter from Catherine Dupuis, Artistic Director and President, Jazz PA, requesting a

change in event times from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM on July 26th to 6:30 AM to 9:30 PM.  The time change would include the same areas as previously requested, which are the Diamond area, High Street between Allegheny and Spring Streets and Allegheny Street between Cherry Lane and Pike Street.  There is also a request to hang two banners in the downtown area.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the request as Mr. Stewart noted.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from S. Candace Covey, President, Alliance for Bellefonte Community

Development (ABCD), asked if Bellefonte Borough would like to commit with the pledged commitment and continue to support the economic revitalization efforts of ABCD.  


Council would like to put the matter on hold until further information is received.  

· A letter from Wendy Jo Hartsock, President, Bellefonte Football TouchDown Club,

requesting permission to hang the “Roll on Raiders” banner downtown from approximately August 22nd through November/December.


Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from William G. Kiger, Executive Director, Pennsylvania One Call System,

Inc., providing notice of a 2007 rebate in the amount of $731.00.  

· The June 2008 copy of Legislative Locator, a monthly publication of the

Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities was received, which provides a brief update on pending legislation.

· Copies of letters Bellefonte Borough sent to Rep. Kerry Benninghoff and Senator

Jake Corman in regard to the Prevailing Wage Threshold Increase.

· Copies of Council of Arts Grant letters that are being sent out to various recipients

and non-recipients of the Local Government Grant money.  Council members are not pleased with how the Local Government Grant money was dispersed.          
· A copy of seminar information from The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs

(PSAB) regarding the PA Municipal Legal Update Program that will be held on August 21, 2008 at the Sheraton Harrisburg/Hershey, PA.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to permit Mr. Don Holderman to attend this seminar.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A Bill Summary was received regarding earned income tax legislation that was

passed at the State Level.  The Earned Income Tax will be collected at the County level.  This transition will take place in 2012.  

· A letter from Lisa Duchene, Bellefonte Garden Club, regarding the Lt. Jonas Panik

Memorial Garden located in front of the National Guard Armory on Bishop Street.  There is concern with what will happen with this memorial garden when the National Guard vacates the Armory. 
ORAL
· Mike Toyer, 442 East Linn Street, regarding the intersection of Wilson

Street and Howard Street.  He commended the Borough for painting the dashed lines at that intersection.  He is concerned with school students crossing Howard Street with no stop signs.  He requested that the Borough request PENNDOT to study the intersection to see if it merits a stop sign on Howard Street at that intersection.  Mr. Halderman suggested crosswalks be painted at that intersection.  Mike spoke with a representative at PennDOT.  Council will send a letter to PennDOT regarding this matter.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mr. Holderman reported that the initial meeting was held last week with the Citizen’s Study Committee that was established for the Kepler Pool Feasibility Study.  At the meeting, a draft Request for Proposal and statement of work were reviewed in terms of detail, accuracy, and required tasks to provide the best possible outcome; whether there were any weaknesses in the statement of work where it could be revised and strengthened.  Once finalized, the completed final draft will be submitted to DCNR for their review and approval as required.  When the approval is received, the Borough will be able to advertise the Request for Proposal.  It will involve, at a minimum, a 60-day process before the selected consultant can begin doing the study.  
· Mr. Beigle attended a meeting with the Spring Creek Watershed.  At the meeting a

report was given that the State College Water Authority put a mandate to find out where the water comes from and how fast it generates per well in State College.  It was projected that in some instances,  it may take water from some sources 100 years to reach the Big Spring.  Mr. Beigle is trying to get a copy of the report.  

· Mr. Halderman had a telephone conversation with Mr. Jones from Coca Cola

regarding the beautification project at the Big Spring.  They will meet at a later date to review the Big Spring on site.
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman had nothing to report.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
a) 501 West High Street/Matt and Lacie Johnston – installation of privacy fence.
b) 207 West Linn Street/Norman Harvey and Jason McCaslin – demolition of second story porch.

c) 125 North Spring Street/Bellefonte Moose – construct concrete entrance pad with railing.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve these requests.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A

voice vote was unanimous.

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown would like to have some loose bricks at Talleyrand examined and repaired.  

The men have not been working on the landfill because of doing painting around the Borough.  When street work is caught up they will work at the landfill again. 


A Bid solicitation to sell cherry logs has been advertised.  The logs are located in Governor’s Park.  All bids must be received by Bellefonte Borough before 4:00 PM on Monday, July 21, 2008.


There is a sign on South Water Street that needs painted.   

Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay an invoice to Tracey G. Benson in the amount of $92.00 for legal work performed on behalf of the Bellefonte Borough in the month of May, 2008.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Ms. Dainty made a recommendation to accept the Hartman Agency bid proposal in the amount of $161,731.00.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  Council members would like to know the price difference from last year to this year.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for the LED Traffic Signal Project.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor received a letter requesting several black metal picnic tables with benches be placed in Reynolds Avenue Park.  There are some tables available that can be placed in the park.

Mr. Taylor would like information placed in the Bellefonte Gazette that would encourage residents to use Governors Park and the Reynolds Avenue Park.  It was suggested that a sign be placed along the street to inform residents that Reynolds Avenue Park permits dogs.  Krauss Park is not big enough to permit dogs.  


The ordinance that states parks are closed from dusk to dawn needs to be amended to list Talleyrand Park so the police officers can enforce the ordinance.    

Personnel – Mr. Hay have received the initial proposal for the Police Contract.  He met twice to discuss it and work is still progressing on it.

 Safety – There was no report.
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle informed Council that according to the June water withdrawal everything is still below the permitted amounts.
PENNDOT postponed the Big Spring paving project so the Borough could replace water mains in 2009.

Some of the excess water could be sold to well drillers.  DEP does not permit them to use creek water for their drilling process.  

The Bellefonte Borough Authority at their regular meeting on Tuesday, July 1st, awarded two bids (general and electrical) for the sewer treatment plant upgrades.  There were no alternate bids awarded.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Management Agreement for the Sewer Authority with a one year trial and to set the terms of the Authority members to three years as their commission expires.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

Streets – Mr. DeCusati requested an update on the Columbia Gas Project.  Repairs are being completed and restoration work is being completed on Howard Street.  Mr. Stewart received an updated map on work that will be done.  Mr. DeCusati noticed 1 ½” holes that were drilled into the street on Allegheny and Curtin Streets.  Mr. Stewart will check with the local office to see why the holes were drilled.  

Street paving is on hold.  The prevailing wage threshold range is being obtained.  Council would like to consider Dunlop Street added to the paving list.  

There is a drain on Allegheny and Curtin Streets that has grading nearly even with the street and during heavy rain the water goes past that grading and travels down Allegheny Street and causes soil erosion.  The drain is on Curtin Street in front of the big green house.  Mr. Stewart will examine the drain.  


The signage on High Street regarding parking has not been changed because the language needs to be reviewed.  Mr. Stewart informed council that the problem parking spaces near crosswalks have been deleted, but signage has not yet been changed.   


The Streetscape bids were opened.  They were as follows:


Haranin Construction – Base Bid - $476,000.00; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $81,000.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $109,500.00.

HRI, Inc. – Base Bid - $622,485.00; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $74,320.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $112,915.00.     


Ameron Construction – Base Bid - $629,570.00; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $70,128.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $138,560.00.


BCS Construction, Altoona, PA – Base Bid - $431,708.00; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $40,000.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $70,000.00.


DAC Enterprise Construction Services, LLC, Julian, PA – Base Bid - $373,923.75; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $36,382.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $61,527.50.


Landserve Inc., Boalsburg, PA – Base Bid - $441,800.00; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $32,000.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $99,500.00.


Gordon L. Delozier, Inc., Hollidaysburg, PA – Base Bid - $491,465.00; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $70,730.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $136,320.00.


Glenn O. Hawbaker – Base Bid - $537,500.00; Alternate #1, deduct Allegheny and Pike Street intersection work - $89,000.00; Alternate #2, deduct Allegheny and Howard Street improvement work - $132,000.00.


The bids will be turned over to the following for review and recommendation at the next Council Meeting: Street Committee, Mr. Pat Cashier, and the Borough Engineer.  


Mr. Casher recommended that Council ask permission to transfer $156,421.00 in CDBG grant money that was set aside for an upgrade of the municipal parking lot behind Omega Bank on Allegheny Street to be used for the streetscape project.  The transfer of state money would require a public hearing and approval by the state but would enable the entire project to be completed, including new sidewalks, lighting, street furniture and pedestrian-friendly elements at the main intersection as well as at Allegheny and Pike Streets.  Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve this transfer.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Council members received letters from many residents regarding letters received that give them 30 days to repair their sidewalks.    

Technology – Mr. Heidt had nothing to report.  Council members feel the voice mail system when you call the Borough office should be shortened.  Ms. Dainty informed folks that when you push “0” it takes you right to the receptionist.      
OLD BUSINESS
· Leak detection will be conducted sometime in July.

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Heidt made a motion to amend the Sidewalk Ordinance with the elimination of

not allowing sidewalk wedges to be installed.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Council members want to know why all the letters were sent out regarding required sidewalk repairs before the ordinance was amended.  Also, the complaint was raised that the letter that was sent out was a bulk mailing and residents did not know what needed repaired.  Mr. Stewart informed Council this ordinance is used when sidewalk inspections are completed.  He said the letter is to put people on notice that they will have an onsite meeting to discuss the sidewalk problem if they choose to do so.  Mr. Stewart stated it is past practice to send these letters and upon request by a resident, the Code Enforcement Officer will meet with the resident to discuss what repairs need to be made to be in compliance.  Over 200 letters were sent out.  The ordinance is being amended to give the residents 90 days to make the repairs.   Mr. Stewart reminded everyone that the motion is simply to approve advertising the ordinance at this time.  Council would like issues such as this handled in a more systematic order in the future.  A voice vote was unanimous. 

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police report for May 2008.  Mr. Taylor

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn the meeting of July 7, 2008 at 9:20 p.m.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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