COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 4, 2008 (Revised 9/2/08)
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Hay 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

 
Guests:  
Stephanie Yeager
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of July 21, 2008.   Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mr. Aikens would like the minutes to be corrected to show he did not say the Teener League Field was becoming a public nuisance.  On Page 5 of the minutes under the Kepler Pool Feasibility Study the date was Thursday, July 17th, rather than August 17th.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.     
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Tom Zilla, Transportation Planner, Centre Regional Planning Agency

(CRPA), Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO), providing information on the I-80 Toll Conversion Project, a status report.
· A letter from Gerald Munley, Acting Manager, Financial Consulting Division,

Bureau of Municipal Services, PennDOT, saying an audit of the Liquid Fuel Funds was completed and everything was in compliance.

· A letter from Kerry A. Benninghoff, State Representative, 171st Legislative District,

in regard to the Increasing the Prevailing Wage Threshold.  Representative Benninghoff is not optimistic, but will support the bill if he is provided the opportunity to vote on it.

· A letter from Senator Jake Corman, 34th District, providing information regarding

upcoming sewage treatment plant funding.  Council will send a letter in support of the bill he plans to introduce.     
· A letter from Darmon Thomas Baldini, Operations & Training Officer, Centre

County Emergency Services, providing information regarding the 2008 National Incident Management System Training (NIMS) and Rollup Workshops, which will be held Tuesday, September 2nd and Wednesday, September 3rd, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  The workshops are limited to 13 Coordinators.  

· The NewPA News, Department of Community and Economic Development, sent a

newsletter containing information regarding the Carlisle indoor farmers market and other Economic Development news.  

· A letter from James T. Masullo, Jr., Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools, Bellefonte

Area School District, inviting Council to the Dedication Ceremony of the Bellefonte Area High School on Wednesday, September 17th, at 9:00 AM.  Reminders will be sent to Council members at a date closer to the dedication.    

· A copy of Legislative Locator, a monthly publication of the Pennsylvania League of

Cities and Municipalities, was received providing updates on court cases and legislation.  

· A letter from Barb Santonico, Service Representative, Pennsylvania Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP), regarding DEP Complaint No. 256393, which concerns a vehicle fuel spill complaint on Hepburn Street.  Mr. Stewart forwarded the letter to Russell Stover and the Chief of Police.  
· A letter from Michael A. Baglio, P.E., District Traffic Engineer, Engineering District

2-0, PennDOT, stating a 4-way stop at the intersection of Howard and Wilson Street was not warranted.  If the school requests a study of the walking routes to school for children it would be completed.  Mr. Stewart forwarded this information to Patty Hillard, Bellefonte Area School District requesting they ask PennDOT to complete the study.  

· A letter from Stephanie Yeager, Coleville, requesting CDBG funds to link Coleville

to Bellefonte Borough via sidewalk.  

· A memo from Mr. Stewart informing Council he will be out of the office the weeks

of August 11th and August 18th.  Mr. Don Holderman will be in charge while Mr. Stewart is away.  Ms. Dainty made a motion to eliminate the Council meeting of August 18, 2008.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.           

ORAL
· Stephanie Yeager, 267 Lower Coleville Road, addressed Council regarding

connecting Bellefonte to Coleville with a sidewalk.  Since sending the letter to Council she has been in contact with the Centre County Planning and Community Development office and was informed that a more appropriate route would be the Bellefonte Rails to Trails.  Mr. Aikens suggested that Stephanie contact Beth Rider, who has been a spearhead on the Rails to Trails project.  Ms. Yeager feels Bellefonte would benefit with a sidewalk because residents would be able to walk to town.  The road is a state highway and would need to be involved in the project.  Ms. Yeager was encouraged to begin by contacting Spring Township and request that they make an application to Centre County for a CDBG grant if Spring Township is interested in pursuing this project.  
· Mr. Aikens received literature from a woman regarding the Buy Fresh, Buy Local

program.  It listed the farmers markets in Centre County, but Bellefonte was not listed.  There is a fee of $300.00 to participate in the program.  Mr. Aikens made a motion to use part of the $3,000.00 grant money received to enroll the Bellefonte Farmers Market in the Buy Fresh, Buy Local program next year.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  There are very strict guidelines that must be followed to be part of that program.  It was suggested that the literature be given to Pat Casher since he coordinates the market, and allow him to make a recommendation to Council.  The motion and second were withdrawn and the literature will be given to Mr. Casher.

· Mrs. Brown informed Council that 250 people attended the 7:30 PM performance of

the Jazz Festival at the Garman Opera House.  The performance lasted until 10:00 PM.  


Mrs. Brown informed Council that businesses complained that they were not personally notified that the Jazz Festival was going to be held and that streets would be closed.  She requested that businesses be better informed when streets are going to be closed.  It was suggested that in the future only one side of the street be closed.  It was also suggested that perhaps in the future the Arts & Crafts Festival could be combined with the Jazz Festival.


There was a complaint at the Jazz Festival of a man panhandling in the downtown area.  Mrs. Brown asked the man to stop.  There is not a panhandling ordinance on the books, so this needs to be addressed.  
· Ms. Dainty met with Borough staff regarding the telephone situation.  The staff made

valid points regarding personally answering the telephone.  The staff stated the current telephone system allows the customer to go directly to the staff they need by entering the extension number.  When the staff is working with a customer at the counter it is difficult to answer the telephone.  The telephone system currently installed would need nothing added to it.  There are times when the staff needs to be in the rear of the office at the filing cabinets of fax machine and cannot be at the telephone.  The staff suggested that the greeting be changed and shortened, and the first thing you would hear is “if you would like to speak to the receptionist please press 0”, and then it would go on to make the extension announcement.  The consensus of Council is to permit the staff to make the greeting change, but it was suggested that the ring amount be shortened and there should always be someone to answer when “0” is pushed.                

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mr. Heidt attended the first meeting of the Spring Creek task force.  It is sponsored by Benner Township and is comprised of the surrounding municipalities. There is approximately 1,800 acres that Penn State and Benner Township anticipate receiving from the State.  A master plan will be developed regarding how the canyon and agriculture land will be used.  The intent is to have this plan completed in six (6) months.  The next meeting will be conducted in August and the meetings will be held monthly.  
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman reported that the Jazz Festival was lovely.  Mayor Goldman would

like to know exactly how many people were against the Jazz Festival.  

Mayor Goldman gave kudos to the USA Youth Y Fishing Team that was at the Bellefonte Museum, and also Joe Humphreys, foremost fly fishing authority, and the wonderful exhibit at the museum about fishing.  Mayor Goldman urged everyone to visit this exhibit.  

Mayor Goldman gave kudos to the Bellefonte Gazette for the excellent coverage provided on the Jazz Festival and to Vana Dainty for her busy weekend.


Mayor Goldman thanked the Bellefonte residents who comply with the Borough ordinance with repairs to their sidewalks.  The work is noticed and appreciated.


Mayor Goldman reminded residents that the grass between the sidewalk and curb is the responsibility of the residents and should be cut.

· Mr. Holderman informed Council that Mayor Goldman did not win the “Mayor of the

Year” award.  Mayor Goldman did receive an Award of Honor.  

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 237 North Spring Street/Charles Doland – replace existing slate sidewalk with a concrete sidewalk.
2) 125 West High Street (YMCA building)/Northwest Savings Bank – install a night-deposit box with awning.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.
Finance – Ms. Dainty received a report on paper packets versus the information being sent via the laptops.  Council members will receive a complete report at the next Council meeting.  

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor informed Council that if it happens he would choose Talleyrand Park Extension as the site for a future skate park because it has lighting.  Also he stated Reynolds Avenue Park is going to be a dog park and with the flooding situation it would make it more difficult.  Mr. Stewart is gathering facts and costs regarding a skate park.  It was requested that Mr. Stewart provide the amount it cost to seed the Talleyrand Park Extension.  Council members feel all park locations need to be explored. Ms. Dainty stated that included Governor’s Park.  There is a Talleyrand Park Beautification grant that could help with a skate park.  A skate park would be approximately 40 yards by 15 yards.    

Mrs. Brown informed Council that two more tables have been placed at the Reynolds Avenue Park.  Residents comment on the beauty of the parks.  There were 200 visitors at the Train Station in the past week.  The visitors were people traveling through the area.

Mrs. Brown recently talked with Grange Fair, who recently installed a camera system that has infrared light that works at night as well as in the daytime.  The camera is motion detected, no voices, and will pick up any activity.  The cost is $1,000.00.  If Bellefonte would install one in the park it could be monitored at the police station.  Mrs. Brown would like Council to investigate this.  Mr. DeCusati requested that gazebo in Talleyrand Park be painted.  Mrs. Brown also reported that two benches were delivered to the children’s park behind the Historic Library.  The benches have been used and the staff thanks Council for the benches.


Historic Bellefonte Incorporated (HBI) will be holding a Krauss Park rededication ceremony on Saturday, August 23rd, at 11:30 AM at the park.  The ceremony is to commemorate the new Krauss Park sign.

Mrs. Brown requested that the police lock the bathrooms in Talleyrand Park at dusk because they are being vandalized.  Most problems occur at the park in the late afternoon into the evening.  Mayor Goldman informed Council that a police officer could be placed in the park if Council was willing to provide the funds.  The police officers walk through the park occasionally when they are able.        


Mr. Holderman informed Council that the brick by the bridge at Talleyrand Park has been completed.    
    

Personnel – There was no report.

 Safety – Mr. Aikens received a telephone call from the Senior Center on South Allegheny Street.  There is a resident parking his vehicle in the handicapped spot and using it as his personal parking space.  The space is needed for the vans that deliver senior citizens.  The resident has a handicap placard.    

Mrs. Brown made a motion to provide the cost for AED/CPR training for various Borough staff.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   


Mr. Taylor would like to have a speed limit sign installed on the drive that goes past the Teener League field and into the development.


Mr. Aikens feels the weeds need to be addressed in the Borough at various intersections.  


Mrs. Brown reported there is a property on High Street, the Decker Building, that has a fallen fence and a caved in wall that needs to be repaired.   

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle referred to the water report and Council was pleased with the water usage. 


Mr. Beigle made a motion to have the Borough implement cardboard pickup in the Borough.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  He also would like to discuss the relocation and addition of the recycle containers in the Borough.  Joanne Shaffer would be willing to attend a Council meeting and discuss the pros and cons of having it picked up by the Centre County Solid Waste Authority.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Halderman suggested a letter be written to the Centre County Commissioners requesting that Centre Crest be added to the recycling program.           


The contractor has begun work at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that the Street Committee reviewed a list of streets that need repaired and will compile a list of those streets.  A recommendation was made to talk with the Borough Solicitor regarding extending the loading zone on the up side of High Street by the Courthouse, but the solicitor is on vacation.  It was also suggested that alternate street parking not be observed on the weekends throughout the summer, but this will be discussed with the borough solicitor also.  There is a handicap parking spot on the down side of High Street by the Courthouse that may not be needed any longer.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to change the alternate street parking on the uphill and downhill sides of the Courthouse for the summer for sweeping to be seasonal on Wednesdays and Thursdays; from November 15th through April 15th it would be everyday alternate street parking.  The ordinance would require the areas to be resigned with the time clarified, which would be 2:00 AM to 7:00 AM.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  There will be two signs advertising both seasonal periods.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


The question was raised whether anything was done regarding a rain sewer on the corner of East Curtin Street and Allegheny Street that clogged up and runs across the road.  The grate cannot be lowered because there is a pipe below the drain.  The crew tried to improve the situation with some blacktop.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to make the temporary parking spots by the Courthouse on the downhill side permanent and to install parking meters.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The parking meters will pay for themselves.  It was unknown whether there were any available or if they would need to be purchased.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Aikens thanked the crew for digging the trench on Potter Street.          



Technology – Mr. Heidt had nothing to report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the Cable Resolution Ordinance.  Mr. Beigle

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the low bidder for the Streetscape Project pending approval of CDBG funding by the State.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Stewart informed Council he should receive information soon from DCED.  
NEW BUSINESS
· There was no new business.

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn the meeting of August 4, 2008 at 9:32 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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