COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Heidt,  
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

 
Guests:  
Matt McMullen; Scott Rhoat; Joanne Shaffer; 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of September 2, 2008.   Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Matthew D. Nedrow, Sergeant First Class, Pennsylvania Army National

Guard, Readiness NCO.  At the June 2, 2008 Council meeting, approval was given for the unit to march in formation from the Armory on Bishop Street to the Bellefonte Train Station.  The unit would like the march to be held on Wednesday, September 24, between 10:30 AM and 11:00 AM.  

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the request.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Matthew McMullen, 208 South Water Street, regarding a window

replacement project he would like to do at his property.  

· A letter from Barbara E. Hoffman, Student Council Co-Advisor, requesting

permission to hold the annual Homecoming Parade on Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 6:00 PM.  The parade would begin at the Bellefonte Elementary School and proceed south on Allegheny Street to Bishop Street where it would proceed east on Bishop Street to Rodgers Stadium.  


Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Andrea Puzycki, First Presbyterian Church of Bellefonte, requesting

permission to hold a two-hour program at the gazebo in Talleyrand Park on Sunday, September 21, 2008 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Mike Theuer, 442 East Linn Street, requesting Council appeal 
PennDOT’s decision to not make the intersection of Howard and Wilson Street a four-way stop as requested by the Borough.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to appeal the decision made by PennDOT.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.     

· Mrs. Brown informed Council that the Bellefonte Historical Railroad Society will be

having train rides on October 25, 2008 at 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  There is a tentative train ride scheduled for December 20th.  

ORAL
· Ms. Dainty addressed the letter from Matt McMullen regarding a reference to a

conversation with her.  She finds the reference incorrect.  She pointed out that she would never encourage someone not to follow the rules established by the Borough as they relate to HARB.
· Matt McMullen, 208 South Water Street, addressed Council regarding a window

project he would like to complete at his home.  He explained that the windows in his home are not energy efficient.  He had replaced a white double-hung window with a white double-hung window and does not feel that it is noticeable that the window is vinyl.  He feels he has tried to work with the HARB board, but feels they keep changing their mind and aren’t concerned with his financial burdens.   


Mr. Halderman would like to hear from HARB regarding their side of the story.  He informed Mr. McMullen that the problem is vinyl windows were installed without the approval of HARB.  He feels Mr. McMullen was aware that his property was in the historic district when it was purchased.  

Mr. McMullen informed Council that he has neighbors with vinyl windows that were approved by Council.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that based on his conversation with people in Harrisburg that it is in the best interest of the Borough to work something out.  Mr. McMullen apologized to Mr. Stewart for the mistake he made.  


Mr. Aikens would like to pass this situation to the District Justice and request he fine Mr. McMullen the minimum amount for not going through the proper process.  Mr. Beigle said we all make mistakes and someone needs to work with Mr. McMullen to find a solution to his problem.  He suggested Mr. McMullen go back to HARB again and try to find a solution.  Council will send a letter to HARB saying it suggests in the interest of goodwill that HARB permit the vinyl windows to remain on all the sides of the house except the front windows.  This is consistent with Mr. McMullen’s request.  


Mr. McMullen thanked Council for their help.  Mr. Hay does not want to set a precedent for people to go against HARB and then apologize for what they did to gain approval.  Council urged everyone to comply with the Borough’s historic guidelines.          
· Scott Rose, Executive Director and Chief of Bellefonte EMS.  He has held this

position for approximately 1½ years.  One of his goals is to visit each municipality where coverage is provided and to create and establish dialogue with the elected officials of those municipalities.  He provided copies of a Bellefonte EMS general fact sheet and reviewed it with Council.  Bellefonte Borough provides the vehicle insurance on two vehicles and the workmen’s compensation for volunteers as mandated by the state.  The rest of the budget comes from “fee for service” and membership subscriptions.  It was suggested that donations could be requested from other municipalities.  

Council thanked Mr. Rose providing this information and for his service to the community.     

· Joanne Shaffer, Centre County Solid Waste Authority, asked Council if they had any

questions.  The Solid Waste Authority began placing recycling bins in the Borough on August 8, 2008.  She informed Council that there are 28 containers throughout Bellefonte Borough.  She feels businesses in Bellefonte Borough were surprised because they were used to a different level of service.  She informed Council that refuse tipping fees are going to increase.  


Ms. Dainty feels it is important that businesses be made aware of where all the recycling containers are.  She also felt there should have been more containers available during the Bellefonte Arts & Crafts Fair and especially for more than just cans.


Pick-up is being done in the Borough twice a week.  She feels that all 28 containers are necessary.  Letters were sent to all businesses with instructions.  They also were provided the opportunity to have a waste assessment.  She stated questions should be addressed to the CCSWA. 

Mr. Holderman thinks it is important for the Borough to have information so they can educate business owners on various issues.  The Borough has received numerous calls from Borough businesses asking questions.  There were initial issues regarding containers being placed on private property which the Borough worked with the Business owners and the CCSWA to resolve.  Mrs. Shaffer feels it is better to inform rather than condemn until they receive the education necessary and adjust to the changes.  The concern was expressed that several businesses put their recyclable materials in the regular refuse because they have quite a distance to get to the recycling container.  Mrs. Shaffer feels several small businesses could share a curbside collection which they would be willing to discuss with businesses.  The CCSWA is a non-profit organization.  In 2007 the recycling end of the operation realized a profit of approximately $600,000.00, which is the first time that the recycling end realized a larger profit than the trash end of the program.  These funds are used for replacing and upgrading CCSWA equipment. 


Council thanked her for coming to the meeting and for the information she provided.     

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mr. Beigle attended the Airport Authority meeting. He encouraged Council members to stop by the airport and see the new concession stand.
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman thanked the Bellefonte residents for their sidewalk repairs.  He feels

the community is safer because of repaired sidewalks and that it has improved the appearance. 

Mayor Goldman urged all drivers on Allegheny Street and Howard Street to drive safely as there will be curb and sidewalk repairs along those streets related to the streetscape project, which is expected to continue through November.  Police will be monitoring speed…heed the warning.

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS


Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint Erin Hammerstedt as the HARB consultant for the coming year.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   It was noted to thank Ms. Higgins, the previous Consultant, for all her effort and support of the HARB and the Borough.   
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) St. John’s Episcopal Church, 120 West Lamb Street

2) Mike Prendergast, 218 North Spring Street

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr. Aikens

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown was notified that some of the resident’s sidewalks have been broken by the installation of the gas line, specifically on Logan Street to Burnside Street.  Mr. Stewart informed her that a restoration crew comes after the gas line crew does their work.  

There were a few areas where the Borough crew did cleanup from trees after the high wind storm.  

Finance – Mr. Aikens made a motion to file for audit the August 2008 vouchers in the amount of $480,429.47.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
August 2008 Vouchers
General



14527 – 14598


$167,219.70

Streetlighting



    487 – 492



$    5,424.64

Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    684 – 689



$    4,412.09

Fire Equipment


  1116 – 1118



$    1,415.73

Parks & Recreation


    956 – 970



$  19,930.35

Water




  5892 – 5926



$  70,140.87

Sanitation



  7089 – 7122



$147,730.94

Refuse




  1354 – 1366



$  58,248.78

Swimming Pool


    351 – 354



$    1,209.90

CDBG




     1029180



$    3,496.55
Special Projects


           -



$           0.00

Highway Aid



         118



$    1,199.92

Capital Projects


           -



$           0.00
                                                                                 Total:


$480,429.47
Ms. Dainty made a motion that the Borough choose the Hartman Group Agency

as the borough Health Broker.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  It was suggested that the Borough be careful that there is not a significant increase in cost.  It was noted that there is no additional cost associated with the addition of a Broker.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Aikens was approached by the other party that responded to the proposal and discussed the fairness of some issues.  Mr. Aikens informed him that fairness was observed throughout the process.    

There is a survey that the Borough is requesting residents to complete.  The survey asks what residents think of Borough services; what services they feel are important; and to rate them.  The survey will be passed out on the streets and also placed in the Bellefonte Gazette for free in the next two issues.  The survey has 65 questions on it.  Bellefonte residents completing the survey can drop it off at the Borough Office.  Work will begin on the budget soon.  

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor thanked the Kepler Pool Community Study Committees members; Scott Mincemoyer; Randy Pollack; James Merinar; Don Holderman; and Howard Long for their efforts in reviewing the four proposals received.  After deliberation and careful consideration, Mr. Taylor made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Committee and award the Kepler Pool Feasibility Study to Aquatic Facility Design at a cost of approximately $26,405.00; inclusive of the two options for testing.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  It was noted that this study is funded, in part, by a grant from DCNR.
Personnel – Mr. Hay informed Council that there will be a Public Works negotiation session on Wednesday, September 24th, at 4:00 PM and also on Wednesday, October 8th, at 4:00 PM.  

Mr. Hay would like appreciation expressed to Heather Higgins for her work this past year as the HARB consultant.  A letter will be sent to her.    


 Safety – Mr. Aikens informed Council that Fred Bruno tendered his resignation effective October 1, 2008 as the Fire Department Chief.  The Executive Committee will meet on Monday, September 22nd, to perform a search for a replacement.  A letter of appreciation will be sent to Mr. Bruno.  Mr. Aikens informed municipalities that are part of the joint services agreement for fire protection that they should contact the Borough office with complaints regarding the budget rather than the fire chief.


Ms. Dainty suggested that Mr. Stewart or Mr. Holderman be appointed as an advisor on the Safety Committee Executive Board.  Mr. Aikens will discuss it with Mr. Stewart.


There is a hole in the road on Halfmoon Hill at the intersection with Brown Avenue making it hazardous that needs to be examined.


A metal plate that was put on the sidewalk part of Bi-Lo and Weis is not covering the hole.  It is requested that it be checked.    
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle thanked Joanne Shaffer for the CCSWA presentation she gave to Council this evening.
Things are progressing at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. Beigle encouraged Council members to check it out.

Mr. Beigle encouraged Council members to read their copy of the Authority Meeting Minutes from 09/03/2008.  

The Sewer Agreement was accepted by the Authority members and they also accepted the three-year terms.  


Mrs. Brown feels that businesses should get a reduction in their fee for service since the Borough is no longer collecting the cardboard.  Mr. Stewart informed that the Borough is paying the CCSWA to provide the service.    
Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that the markings are in place in front of the Centre County Library to begin the layout for the Streetscape plan.  There will be a review meeting on Thursday, September 18th.  


On High Street on one side of the Courthouse there are meters and parking spaces.   

Technology – There was no report.
OLD BUSINESS
· Ms. Dainty made a motion that trick-or-treat night be observed in Bellefonte Borough

on Thursday, October 30, 2008 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
· Council is reminded that the Bellefonte High School Ceremony will be held on

Wednesday, September 17th, at 9:00 AM.  
· The PSAB Fall Conference will be held October 17 – 19, 2008.  

· Mr. Beigle would like to send the gas company a letter informing them that the

Borough is disappointed with their operations regarding the metal plate that has not been fixed yet.  Mr. Stewart will contact the manager to see if he is aware of the situation.  Various Council members are not happy with various situations throughout the Borough caused by the gas company.  

· Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve a change to the Property Maintenance

Code that ordinance 702.5.1 be deleted; and that a section be added to 702.5, paragraph “E” that permits an exclusion for one family homes.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Council reminded residents that amendments are revised as necessary.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Biegle made a motion to approve DCED Resolution #09-12-08-1 and to allow the

Borough to participate in the grant project.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.     A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the 2009 Police MMO Report.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Council members would like the skunk traps set within the Borough again.  

· Council would like to send flowers to Mr. Heidt.

· Mr. Aikens was informed that the parking meters were full and residents could not

put their money in.  It was requested that they be emptied.      
EXONERATIONS
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Ms. Dainty seconded 

the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
POLICE REPORT
· Mr. Beigle made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn the meeting of September 15, 2008 at 10:00 PM.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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