COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 6, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Brown, DeCusati,
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

 
Guests:  
Mark Garlicki, HRG; John Thompson; Tim Knisely; 

Mark Heeb, BL Companies;
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of September 15, 2008.   Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.     
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A 2008 Event Spreadsheet for October, November December was provided for

Council members to review.
· A letter from Robert Jacobs, Director, Centre County Planning & Community

Development Office informing Council that a workshop will be held on Wednesday, October 15th, at the Bald Eagle Area High School Cafeteria at 7:00 PM.  The program will highlight what impacts the community might expect with the increased drilling for Natural Gas in the Northern and Western regions of Centre County.  

· The Chamber of Commerce and the Bellefonte Historical Railroad Society will be

conducting train rides on Saturday, October 25th and Saturday, December 20th.  

· A memorandum from Joe Rocco, Comcast, regarding rate changes that will take

effect on November 1, 2008.  

· A letter from Lisa Korman, Administrator Centre County, Home Nursing Agency,

requesting a donation.

· An invitation from Habitat for Humanity of Greater Centre County to the Carpenter’s

Ball on Thursday, October 16th, at The Nittany Lion Inn Ballroom from 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM.    

· A letter from Olin R. Blankenship, 232 North Spring Street, in response to the

Finance Survey.

· A letter from J. Tim Schreffler, Fire Department, providing recommendations for the

fire department.

· A letter from Vickie Vonada, 217 E. Logan Street, regarding noise levels.

· A letter from Ralph W. Stewart, Borough Manger, informing Council, Employees

and the Mayor that the annual flu vaccine clinic will be held on Wednesday, October 8th, 2008 from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM in the Council Chambers.  The cost will be $25.00 with the Borough paying for any employees receiving the shot.

· Information from News and Views, published by the Pennsylvania Economy League,

providing information about collecting real estate taxes and how to charge for those taxes.

· A letter from James B. Allen, Secretary, PMRS, providing information regarding the

pension program that most Borough employees participate in.  This is a state related organization, but is not funded by the state.  

· A letter from Kathryn Iadarola, Cynthia Mazzont and Kim Kowalycgh, Halloween

Parade Committee, requesting permission to hold the annual Halloween parade on Sunday, October 26th, at 3:00 PM.  The parade would begin at the Bellefonte Elementary School and end on Allegheny Street at the Court House.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the request for the Halloween Parade.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Greg and Carol Day, Scouting for Food Coordinators, Nittany Mountain

District, Juniata Valley Council BSA, requesting permission to distribute donation bags for food on Saturday, November 1, 2008 beginning at 9:00 AM and to pick up the food on Saturday, November 8, 2008 beginning at 9:00 AM.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· An invitation from Jeff Stover, Executive Director, SEDA-COG, to a lunch event on

Thursday, October 9, 2008 at Northumberland, PA and Thursday, October 23, 2008, in Bellefonte.  All Council members are encouraged to participate because the event includes lunch aboard the train.  

· A letter from Lisa Duchene, on behalf of the Bellefonte Community Children’s

Garden, thanking Council for the authorization of benches for the garden.  

· The fall meeting of the Clearfield/Centre County Borough’s Association will be held

on Thursday, October 23, 2008, at the Gaslight Restaurant, 20 West Presquisle Street, beginning at 6:30 PM. 

ORAL
· Mr. Halderman received an email from PSA informing him that the president of the

board was killed in an automobile accident on the way home from a function.  Mr. Halderman would like Council to send a letter or flowers.   
· John Thompson of Kerry Uhler & Associates, addressed Council to request approval for a lot subdivision of the Jack Straley property.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Ms. Dainty reported there was a Nittany Valley Shared Services meeting.  There was ongoing discussion regarding the fire service agreement.  
· Ms. Dainty attended a Nittany Valley Planning meeting.  There was discussion

regarding the high speed interchange on Jacksonville Road.  The members are going to request that PennDOT attend a meeting to discuss this further.

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman informed Council that no one in Bellefonte that has more interest in

the community than him.  He is concerned with the fact that Council struggles with having enough finances and then having people request donations.  Mayor Goldman would like Council to place a moratorium on giving out money.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
Approval – HARB recommended that these projects be approved.
1) 123 South Allegheny Street/ Bill Masullo
2) 126-128 North Spring Street/Ronald Denker

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Denied – HARB recommended that this project be denied.
1) 219-221 West High Street/Kyle Crossman

HARB recommended that this request be denied because Mr. Crossman’s proposal

included the installation of vinyl windows.  HARB recommended either metal clad windows with a wood frame or the installation of storm windows.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to deny the Certificate of Appropriateness for 219-221 West High Street.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
PLANNING COMMISSION LOT CONSOLIDATIONS:  
· John Thompson addressed Council regarding a lot consolidation request for the E. J.

Straley Revocable Trust.  The request is to Replot Lots 1R & 2R into 1RR and 2RR.  This would change the property line so both the house and garage would be on the same lot.  

Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the lot consolidation.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mark Heeb, BL Companies, presented two plans for approval to Council with the first

being 904 East High Street, which is a lot consolidation plan for a 25’ wide parcel to be incorporated into a residential parcel.  Mr. Heeb assured Council that all comments made by the Planning Commission and the Centre County Planning Commission have been addressed.  Mr. Heeb is requesting preliminary/final approval of the plan.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the lot consolidation at 904 East High Street as stated.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. Heeb presented a land development plan for 111-113 School Street for a Dental

Arts Building that would be placed on the property known as Condominium Unit #2.  Mr. Heeb addressed all comments made by the Borough Engineer and worked out two minor issues with Mr. Franson, the Borough Consulting Engineer.  The plan has been revised.  Mr. Heeb is requesting two waivers be approved:  1) change the scale of the plan from the requirement of 1” = 50’ to 1” = 30’. 2) regarding storm water infiltration.  The storm water will be captured through curbing inlets and then it is conveyed to a bathtub under the parking lot; the water is then slowly released into the system.  Mr. Heeb is also requesting the land development plan be approved.     


Mr. Hay made a motion to grant conditional approval to the preliminary/final plan for 111-113 School Street contingent upon receiving the information that has been agreed to by the Borough Engineer.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mr. Aikens thanked the Borough on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce for preparing the green at Talleyrand Park for the croquet tournament that was held on Saturday, October 4th.  
Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay an invoice to Miller, Kistler & Campbell for work done July through August 2008 in the amount of $609.50; and also to Miller, Kistler & Campbell for work performed in representing the Borough of Bellefonte in connection with the resurfacing project for the tennis and basketball courts at Governors Park in the amount of $2,295.77.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  There is nothing further owned regarding the tennis/basketball courts.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Dainty and the Finance Committee will be setting up meetings with each Committee.  It was suggested ways be found to cut various expenditures in the budget.    


Park & Recreation – Mr. Holderman informed Council to tentatively mark their calendars for the Masullo Park dedication for Saturday, November 1, 2008, at 10:00 AM.  
Personnel – Mr. Hay informed Council that contract negotiations with the Police Association and the Public Works employees are both ongoing.  Both contract agreements expire on 31 December 2008.

 Safety – Mr. Aikens made a motion to amend Fire Code 242 Structure of the Executive Committee to include the Assistant Borough Manager and to include the Borough Manager as an alternate.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle informed Council that the water usage is reducing according to the water report.  Work is progressing at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  There will be an Authority meeting on Tuesday, October 14th, to discuss various issues.    
Streets – Mark Garlicki, HRG, was available to answer Council’s questions regarding the request for the street opening permit from Spring-Benner-Walker Joint Authority.  They have met the engineer’s review issues as closely as possible, but there are a few areas where they cannot get 10’ away from the water line with the new sewer line.  They are, however, meeting other conditions required by DEP to permit the line to be installed within the 10’ width.  


Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the street opening permit as submitted.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The required permit fee must be paid before the permit is issued.  Mr. Garlicki requested that the degradation fee be waived due to the freshly paved road that will be provided.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the permit.  The fee will not be waived.


Curbing poured near the library will have linseed oil applied to it within a few hours, which will make it dark in appearance for a few weeks.

The Rock Salt bids were opened.  The bids were as follows:   



Ocean Court LLC - $117.85 per ton          


International Salt - $109.09 per ton
The price for the rock salt last winter was approximately $48/ton which provides a measuring stick as to how much of an increase in cost the Borough will see in this one line item.  Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Rock Salt Contract with International Salt at a cost of $109.09 per ton.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The cost will be paid with money from the Liquid Fuels Fund.  

Technology – Council members are encouraged to inform Mr. Heidt if they have trouble with their computers.  
OLD BUSINESS
· There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve Ordinance #1210, Section 702.5 as previously

presented.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn the meeting of October 6, 2008 at 8:56 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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