BELLEFONTE BOROUGH

www.bellefonte.net 

COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 20, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Heidt,  
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

 
Guests:  
Pierce Walker; Matt McMullen; Boy Scout Troop 34-United Methodist Church
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of October 6, 2008.   Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Andrew Hillegass, Adjutant, Post 1600, Veterans of Foreign Wars of

the U.S., Bellefonte, requesting permission to conduct a Veterans Day Celebration in front of the Court House on Tuesday, November 11, 2008, at 11:00 AM.  The letter also requests the closure of the following streets:  High Street from Spring Street to Penn Street; and Allegheny Street from Howard Street to Bishop Street.  The request also states the placement of barriers for traffic control will be the responsibility of the Bellefonte Fire Police.  The barriers would be put in place at 10:30 AM and would be removed immediately following the ceremony.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· An invitation from Logan Fire Company #1 to attend the annual banquet, which will

be held on Saturday, November 15, 2008 at the Bellefonte Moose located on Spring Street.  RSVP’s are due by Friday, October 31, 2008.

· A flyer from the Centre County Drug and Alcohol Prevention Unit advertising the

Red Ribbon Campaign, which will be held October 23rd – 31st.  The theme will be “Look at Me…I’m Drug Free!”  

· A letter from Bob Carline, Chairman, Water Resources Monitoring Committee,

Spring Creek Watershed Community, requesting a donation of $2,859.00 is placed in the budget for 2009.  The money would go toward the Spring Creek Monitoring Project, which the Borough has been part of for the last few years.  Council would like an update on the Spring Creek monitoring project.  
Mr. Beigle made a motion to appropriate $2,859.00 that will be available from the special fund account in 2009 for the Spring Creek Watershed Community.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Mrs. Brown voted no due to the fact the Borough’s preliminary budget meetings with subcommittees are not completed.
· A letter from Joseph Gilbert, Paratransit Coordinator, Centre Area Transportation

Authority (CATA), inviting Council members to a meeting on Wednesday, October 22, 2008 at 1:00 PM in the CATA Board Room at 2081 W. Whitehall Road, State College.  The meeting is being held to obtain input on transportation needs, to hear suggestions for improving the Centre Ride program, and to discuss any other concerns or issues related to the program.  

· An invitation to a spaghetti dinner fundraiser for Lee Leiter, which will be held on

Saturday, October 25, 2008, from 4:00 PM to 7:30 PM.

· Mr. Aikens presented Bellefonte Borough with a new directory for the Bellefonte

Chamber of Commerce.  There are 6,485 copies available.       
ORAL
· Matt McMullen, 208 S. Water Street, came before Council before and was advised to

attend a HARB meeting to find a solution to his window replacement project.  Mr. McMullen informed Council that HARB has not had a quorum at their last two meetings and he is requesting further recommendations from Council.  Mr. McMullen was informed that the two current HARB vacancies are on the agenda for action and assuming approval, there would be a quorum at next Tuesday’s meeting.  Mr. McMullen provided additional information to Council members regarding his project.  Mr. Stewart forwarded Council’s previous recommendation to HARB, which was that Mr. McMullen needed to replace the windows on the front side of the house with wooden windows.     
· Pierce Walker, Fast Tracks, 2932 Benner Pike, Bellefonte, requested a copy of Bellefonte Borough’s current towing contract(s).  They are requesting information regarding the fees and the inclusions of it.  Mr. Halderman advised the men to come to the Borough office during business hours and talk with either Mr. Stewart or Mr. Holderman and they would explain it.  Ms. Dainty suggested the request be submitted in writing.      

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Several Council members attended the PSAB Conference.  Mr. Halderman reflected

on a court case in process regarding drilling done in one of the State’s Boroughs.  The zoning in that particular Borough does not permit drilling but the state law overrides the Borough zoning.  Mr. Halderman will send a resolution to the PSAB in the spring with language for legislation to work from related to protecting the water supplies of communities.


Ms. Dainty attended a workshop at the conference on old cemeteries and obtained information that would be beneficial to Union Cemetery.  She will share the information with Mr. Holderman, Mr. Stewart and the Union Cemetery Association.  One suggestion is to get rid of the grass and plant wildflowers and shrubbery because mowing/trimming grass damages the tombstones.  


Mr. DeCusati and Mr. Stewart attended a session regarding the LED lights to save energy.  SEDA-COG gave a nice presentation and the new lights will be installed in Bellefonte’s traffic signals soon.  This should save a substantial amount of money over the course of a few years.  

Ms. Dainty and Mr. Stewart attended the PA Wilds workshop.  The workshop touched on many things that are pertinent to the local area and felt it would be a good workshop to host. 


Mrs. Brown attended a session regarding Police Services and how to get them work best in the community.  She has a lot of information that she will share with Chief Weaver. 

· Mr. Halderman attended Board of Directors meeting for the PASB Association and

received encouragement from other board members to run for 2nd Vice President again.  Mr. Halderman encouraged all Council members to attend the next workshop and vote for him.       

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman attended a session at the PSAB conference in Gettysburg on police speed enforcement and a question was asked as to how many municipalities have ENRAD.  There were only three municipalites at the conference that had this, and Bellefonte Borough is one of them.


Mayor Goldman reminded residents that Sunday, October 26th, will be the annual Halloween parade, which will begin at Bellefonte Elementary School at 3:00 PM.


Thursday, October 30th, will be Trick-or-Treat from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  He urged everyone to enjoy the evening and refrain from activities that will cause problems.    
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· Mr. Aikens made a motion to appoint Megan Tooker and Tamara Schuster to the

Bellefonte Historic Architectural Review Board.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· A copy of the sign ordinance is in the packet for Council members to review.  If

Council would like to approve requests for digital signs the ordinance would need to be amended.  Council will discuss this at a work session.    
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· None
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.  

Mr. Holderman would like the Union Cemetery volunteers thanked for  all of their work this past summer in caring for the cemetery and will send letters of thanks to the following individuals: Bill Hughes; Taylor Billett; Earl Shultz; Dick Houtz; Jim Baldwin; Paul Badger; and Phillip Ramish.  Mr. DeCusati mentioned he would like to find ways to make the cemetery self sustaining so it does not constantly have to rely on volunteers. 

Mr. Halderman thanked Wolf Den Pack 35 for their efforts in cleaning up the Spring Creek Nature Park on Potter Street at the environmental trail that goes down to the creek.  The group of 7-year-olds spent several hours on Saturday, October 11, 2008, cleaning up the refuse as one of their civic projects.  The following scouts were recognized:  Mitchell Carr, Zeb Smoyer Logan Ulrich, Joshua Zink, Nicholas Zink, Adam Maldonado, and Mason Keeler.   

Finance – Mrs. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the September 2008 vouchers in the amount of $1,852,121.95.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
September 2008 Vouchers
General



14599 – 14710


$   221,523.54
Streetlighting



    493 – 498



$       5,737.16
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    690 – 706



$     18,656.76
Fire Equipment


  1119 - 1123



$     11,729.21
Parks & Recreation


    971 - 983



$       7,329.60
Water




  5927 - 5982



$   140,453.93
Sanitation
                           7123 – 7169, 992 - 996


$1,336,647.32
Refuse




  1367 - 1387



$   105,288.64
Swimming Pool


    355 - 359



$       1,967.99
CDBG




   1030, 421



$       2,763.00
Special Projects


           -



$              0.00

Highway Aid



     119, 184



$            34.80
Capital Projects


           -



$              0.00
                                                                                 Total:


$1,852,121.95

The Budget vs. Actual and Treasurer’s Report are in the packets for Council to review.  

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor felt a lot of corrections need to be made in reference to the letter from Selective Insurance.


The chairpersons from the Children’s Fair informed Mr. Aikens that they have $2,500.00 to donate and he requested it be channeled to the Talleyrand Playground Equipment Renovation Restorations.  The Children’s Fair need volunteers for the 2009 fair.      
Personnel – Mr. Hay reminded Council that there will be mediation with municipal workers on Tuesday, October 28th, at 4:00 PM.

Mr. Holderman informed Council that the Borough is currently advertising for a part-time police officer.  


 Safety – Mr. Aikens informed Council that some streetlights in the Borough need light bulbs replaced.  
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle encouraged Council members to read the minutes from the Authority meeting of October 7, 2008 so they can be informed about what is happening.  

Mr. Badger is working on the budget for 2009.  

The project at the wastewater treatment plant is progressing nicely.  
Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that the Streetscape project on Howard Street near the intersection of Allegheny Street is proceeding.  The budget was reviewed with the Borough’s CDBG Consultant and there are additional cost items on the budget.  Ms. Brown was asked why a sidewalk was installed and a week later it was removed.  Mr. DeCusati reported that he thinks First National Bank had the sidewalk (one 4’X4’ block) poured in liew of the Borough’s sidewalk inspection earlier this summer.

Mr. Holderman reported leaf collection will begin Monday, October 27th, and continue for three weeks.  Leaves shall be raked to the curb.  It is important for residents to ensure there are not any sticks in the leaf piles as this causes mechanical problems with the equipment.  Leaves shall not be bagged and also should not be placed in containers.  Leaf collection will occur on the typical trash day for residents.  Mr. Beigle recommended leaf collection begin by October 15th.  Mr. Holderman will evaluate the situation for 2009.  


Eleven trees were obtained for residents and planted.      

Technology – The new borough website is working and Ms. Dainty encouraged everyone to check it out and offer suggestions.  The website is www.bellefonte.net     
OLD BUSINESS
· There is an informal request to consider approval of a new geothermal system in a

residential area of the new development at Parkview Heights.  Geothermal are new energy issues and there will be more applications in the future.  

· Mr. Beigle reminded Council that the gas company still has steel plates on parts of the

sidewalk on Bishop Street.  He feels the gas company should be chastised for the job they have done to date.  Mrs. Brown informed Council that the gas company is very upset with Ameron.  It was suggested that the media should publish an article informing residents that the work is being done on a PENNDOT permit rather than a Borough permit.  

· Mr. Aikens would like the minutes to reflect that Mr. Holderman did respond to the

parking issue on Allegheny Street at the Cadillac building.  Because of the nature of the parking a handicap spot was provided.  The law states is someone has a handicap placard they are permitted to park in a handicap spot.  The residents need a loading/unloading zone due to the nature of the building.  Mr. Aikens would like to investigate relocating the handicap spot with a loading/unloading zone.  The Streets Committee will investigate the situation.  
· ABCD Group did a presentation at the Council meeting of October 6, 2008 and

would like a motion that supports pursuing the grant application.  Mrs. Brown made a motion to support the program for Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic Development.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. DeCusati referenced the issue of fire hydrants on Curtin and Allegheny Streets. 

The units were operational, but were hard to open.  The hydrants did not hinder the firemen from fighting the fire in that location.  

· Mrs. Brown questioned how things are progressing with the Panhandling Ordinance. 

Mr. Stewart informed Council that it has been put on the back burner.  Council would like work to progress on this ordinance.          

NEW BUSINESS
(Tape turned here)


The bids were as follows:

 BCS Construction, Altoona:  Section One - $34,692; Section Two - $19,366; ($54,058.00).  Work not included in scope - $60 per hour.

Caretti Restoration Preservation Services, Camp Hill:  Section One - $58,700; Section Two - $12,940; ($71,640.00).

Haranin Construction, Bellefonte:  Section One - $24,600; Section Two - $15,300 ($39,900).  Extra work at $40 per hour.

John Spearly Construction, Bellefonte:  Section One - ; Section Two - $35,000; ($28,000)…the bid form is not properly filled out.  

Jones Masony, Harrisburg:  Section One - $29,250; Section Two - $16,600; ($45,850).  Extra work at $80 per hour.

R. G. Friday, Inc., Pittsburgh:  Section One - $31,700; Section Two - $14,485; ($46,185).  Extra work at $70.68.

Doug Decker, Clarence:  Section One - $11,175; Section Two - $10,800.  No total is given.  The bid sheet is not filled out property.  Cost per hour is $55.00.

Spezialetti Contracting, Berwick:  Section One - $34,113; Section Two - $15,655; ($49,780).  Cost per hour extra is $60.
These bids will be reviewed by the Building & Property Committee and provide a recommendation at the Council meeting of November 3, 2008.  The solicitor will provide an opinion on the two bids that were not properly completed.  

· Mr. Hay had a resident express concern with access to the landfill on Saturday being

just 9:00 AM to Noon.  Other options will be explored.    

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.
POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police report.  Mrs. Brown seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn the meeting of October 20, 2008 at 9:07 PM.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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