COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 17, 2008
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Hay, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

Lori Walker, 
Guests:  
Chris Walker, 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of November 3, 2008.   Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Thomas M. Oliverio, Chair, Nominating Committee, Pennsylvania State

Association of Boroughs, soliciting nominations for Second Vice President.  Names should be submitted prior to January 29, 2009.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to submit the paperwork to nominate Mr. Halderman for the position of Second Vice President of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A thank you letter from the Joseph Masullo family for the efforts in planning and

helping to make the memorial park for Joseph Masullo a reality.   

· A letter from Catherine Dupuis, Artistic Director and President, JazzPA.  The 2009

Summer Jazz Celebration is planned for July 25, 2009 in downtown Bellefonte and JazzPA would like active involvement from Council in the planning.  They would like Council’s opinion on holding the entire event in Talleyrand Park at the Gazebo and with a tent in the Green area of the park.  A survey has been placed in the Bellefonte Gazette soliciting community and business owner response with regard to this event.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the date of July 25, 2009 for the Summer Jazz Celebration.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from William R. Blanton Jr., CFM, Chief, Engineering Management Branch,

Mitigation Directorate, Federal Emergency Management Agency in regard to some flood plain maps that will have some changes.  There will be ordinance language that will need to be approved by Council.  The map panels affected are:  42027C0366E, 0367E, 0368E, 0369E and 0390E.       

· A request from Robin Cabral, on behalf of HBI and the Victorian Christmas organizing committee requesting permission to allow for the horse & buggy rides on Friday, December 12th from 6:00 PM until 9:00 PM.  

Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


It was noted that Historic Bellefonte, Incorporated (HBI) is seeking volunteers for various events in the Borough.  Anyone interested in volunteering their time for any events such as the Arts & Craft Festival. Children’s Fair, Victorian Christmas, etc. should contact the Borough, who will provide you the appropriate point-of contact.
· Mr. Halderman received a letter informing him his name was submitted to Sandy Vito
for the Acting Secretary of the Department of Labor & Industry, to be the PSAB Representative on the Uniform Commercial Construction Advisory Council.  
ORAL
· Chris Walker, Fast Tracks Customs, 2932 Benner Pike, Bellefonte feels there are

people waiting to bid on the towing contract that do not have the proper equipment and will not do the job correctly.  Mr. Stewart informed him that in addition to advertising done three years ago the things added should be:  the Borough should be added as an additional insured; the towing company must have a fenced in impound yard; the towing company must be within five miles of the Borough; the Borough assumes no liability.  When a low bid is received there will be a contract that will be signed.  Mr. Stewart is willing to receive suggestions from Mr. Walker.  Mr. Walker feels the twin line wrecker should have two winches on it.  He feels the wrecker should be able to pick the vehicle up off all four wheels.  He feels a rollback should be something else that is required.  He also feels a place of business should be a requirement.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Aikens reported that the Fire Executive Committee met on Thursday, November

13th, and are reviewing the Borough Fire Ordinance #242 and are restructuring the Executive Committee.  A rough draft will be reviewed by the Executive Committee and then a proposal will be made to Council.  


The bids were discussed for fire apparatus and it is requested that the Safety Committee review the bids.  The bids are due December 1, 2008 for a Pumper Truck for the Undine Fire Company.    


Ms. Dainty reported that currently there are no financial commitments from surrounding townships for fire services past 2009.               

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman informed some Council members that they missed a wonderful

dinner sponsored by the Logan Fire Company at the Bellefonte Moose on Saturday evening, November 15th.  Mr. Halderman and Ms. Dainty attended the dinner as well as Borough office personnel.  


Mayor Goldman found a ticket on his windshield that said “Courtesy of Confer Jewelers your expired meter has been renewed”.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve Courtesy Parking to be in effect from Thanksgiving Day, November 27th, through New Year’s Day.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mayor Goldman received a “Toys for Tots” box sponsored by the Marine League.  He encouraged everyone to bring a toy to the Council meeting of December 1, 2008.  The Box has been placed in the Municipal Lobby for anyone to drop off a toy.   

Mayor Goldman informed residents that Borough leaf collection will end on Friday, November 21, 2008.  


Mayor Goldman informed everyone that the downtown streetscape project is progressing and will be wonderful when it is completed, which we anticipate to be December 11.  

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 241 West Lamb Street/Glenn and Colleen Warefield – remove existing exterior white aluminum storm windows and replace existing, severely deteriorated one-over-one wood windows with new vinyl windows.
2) 116 South Spring Street/Pete Popovitch and Allen Abruzzo for Mike’s Video – install a new ADA concrete entry ramp with guard rail at the southwest entrance.

3) 200 North Allegheny Street/Mike Haluga for Centre County Library – new ADA accessible entrance addition, sing, and book drop.

4) 435 North Spring Street/Theresa Reis – install new fence/guard rail constructed of dimensional lumber and wood lattice along the top of the retaining wall at the south side of the property, as required by code.  

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve Certificates of Appropriateness #2, #3, and #4.  Mr.

Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve Certificate of Appropriateness #1.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mrs. Brown questioned how this project can be approved when a gentleman was denied for the same reason two-weeks ago.  According to the HARB minutes, the windows were severely deteriorated.  The house was moved across the street several years back.  Structures that are not deemed to have significant historical contributions to the community have looser standards.  HARB members want to be consistent with window projects.  The motion was denied with a voice vote.  The vote was unanimous.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Façade Improvement Grant Application.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mrs. Brown feels there is a sentence that contradicts the letter being sent.  It states that periodic reports are required as part of the grant.  This would be the responsibility of the Borough staff to fulfill.  The grant writing is being done by the ABCD Committee and they will also work on the grants execution.  The Borough needs to submit the grant and would assume responsibility.  Mr. Holderman feels any time dedicated by Borough staff would be well worth the effort considering the benefit the downtown area would derive from façade improvements.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the October 2008 vouchers in the amount of $1,279,384.45.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
October 2008 Vouchers
General



14711 – 14840


$   619,213.01
Streetlighting



    499 – 504



$       5,605.45
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    706 – 720 



$     10,665.68
Fire Equipment

         1120, 1124 - 1126


$       6,915.73
Parks & Recreation


    984 - 1005



$     23,489.75
Water

                                 1041, 5983 - 6040


$   204,016.40
Sanitation
                                  7170 – 7219, 993


$   205,245.48
Refuse




  1388 – 1412 



$   119,793.26
Swimming Pool


    360 – 362 



$       3,677.98
CDBG




    422 – 423 



$     34,426.76
Special Projects


           -



$              0.00

Highway Aid


        120, 131, 185 – 187


$     46,334.95
Capital Projects


           -



$              0.00
                                                                                 Total:


$1,279, 384.45

Ms. Dainty made a motion that the CDBG Program be moved in-house in June 2009 for administration.  Ms. Dainty proposed the program be handled by the Assistant Borough Manager and Finance Director.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  Ms. Dainty stated this was something that Council considered a few years ago and provided where we are with the budget, these funds will help off-set some of the increases the Borough is seeing in utilities, etc.  The move would take place in June 2009 when the current consulting agreement expires.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. DeCusati abstained from voting.           

Park & Recreation – Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve both contracts with Architect Weber Murphy Fox Inc. to perform professional A&E services for the two Talleyrand Park grants.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The question was raised: does Council want to give this firm $73,000 without putting the project out for bid?  If an RFP is put out it will put the project behind several months.  Mr. Holderman stated the State’s Department of Community & Economic Development had approved the use of this firm because a competitive process was used, which WMF was the selectee, for other related CDBG projects.  A voice vote was unanimous.      
Personnel – Negotiations for renewing the Police Contract is at a stalemate and thus, is going to arbitration.  A date has not yet been determined.  Negotiations are continuing with the Public Works contract.

 Safety – Mr. Aikens requested residents be careful when walking around the streetscape project at night.  

Mr. Beigle informed Council there are no lights at all on the project across from the High School.  Mr. Stewart will send Mr. Shuey there to examine the situation.  


Mr. Aikens informed Council that the Train Station was vandalized over the weekend.  He feels there needs to be some type of security/surveillance in the park.  There is also evidence of drug use in Talleyrand Park.

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle had nothing to report. 
Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that the streetscape project is progressing with several change orders that could not be determined ahead of time.  The change orders amount to approximately $57,000.  


The Post Office requested two trees on Howard Street beside the Post Office be removed during the streetscape project.  The Shade Tree Commission examined the trees and recommended they not be removed because they are healthy.   

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve change order DAC.CO.3.01-3 in the amount of $2,569.36; and change order DAC.CO.3.01-4 in the amount of $5,740.65.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve payment of DAC.Invoice.001 in the amount of $82,735.62.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve Weber Murphy Fox up to an additional $5,000 in fees.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The motion was passed with Mrs. Brown voting “no”.    


Technology – Mr. Heidt had nothing to report.
OLD BUSINESS
· There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the Panhandling Ordinance Draft #11172008-

O1.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  There is a penalty section in the ordinance.  The District Justice will administer the fines.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· There is a fuel burning device at a location on Bishop Street that is very smoky at

Times.  Due to there having been a number of complaints, Council will review Ordinance 1218 Fuel Burning Device.  
· Ms. Brown reported the gentleman that brings the train in for rides has extended an invitation to Council to join in a free train ride on December 19th in the evening.  More information will be forthcoming.
EXONERATIONS
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Mr. Heidt seconded

the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
POLICE REPORT
· Mr. Heidt made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. Taylor seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn the meeting of November 17, 2008 at 9:20 PM.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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