COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 1, 2008
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Aikens, DeCusati, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; Mayor Stanley Goldman; 
Hay; Beigle; Heidt
Officials Present:  
 Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  

Erin Hammerstedt, Historical Preservation Consultant; Lori Walker
Guests:  
Glenn & Colleen Warefield; Jack Shultz, Fred Bruno, William Toner
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of November 17, 2008.   Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.     
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Curt White, Environmental Group Manager, Water Management,

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (Dep), regarding the possible expansion of the Rockview State Prison organic overload.  

· A letter from Tom Smith, Superintendent, BWWTP (Bellefonte Waste Water

Treatment Plant) responding to the letter from Rockview State Prison regarding the organic load and an Organic Loading Corrective Action Plan.

· Information from Centre County Map regarding a topographical map that is available

for purchase at a cost of $125.00.  The map is on canvas. 

· Information was received regarding the 2009 Allegheny Power Rates which shows

the overall percentage increase on electric bills.  Residential and certain Commercial customers can expect an increase of 12.18% on their 2009 bills from Allegheny Power.
· The PSAB Fall 2008 Government Affairs Update was received from the

Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs.

· The PSAB 98th Annual Conference & Exhibition will be held March 22nd – 25th,

2009 at the Hershey Lodge.  It was recommended that it should be determined which Council representatives will attend the spring conference and which ones will attend the fall conference.  Mr. Halderman is a candidate for an office at this conference.  

· Information was received regarding the PA Wayfinding Signage Program.  This is an

effective signage system program to guide public agencies.

· A letter from L. Pamela Vaiana, Principal, Saint John the Evangelist Catholic School

requesting permission for students to sing Christmas Carols to local businesses and shoppers on Wednesday, December 17th, beginning at 12:30 PM in downtown Bellefonte.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· There will be an “invitation only” Santa Express preview Holiday Train Ride on

Friday, December 19, 2008 at 6:30 PM.  Council members should contact the Borough Secretary if they are interested in attending this ride with their immediate families.

· Information from the Bellefonte Historical Railroad Society regarding the Santa

Express train ride.  The train will depart at 10:00 AM; 1:00 PM; 3:00 PM; 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM for a ride to Pleasant Gap.  Boarding is one-half hour prior to departure.  Details are available at www.bellefontetrain.com.      
· A resident letter was received titled “high-pitched ‘mosquito’ thwarts crime.”  The

letter contains information that would possibly help deal with issues in Talleyrand Park.  

· A seminar entitled  “Volunteer Fire, Emergency Services & Local Government: 

Building Partnerships for a Stronger Future” will be held Wednesday, February 11th and Wednesday, February18th at Hope Recreation Center Hall, Phillipsburg, PA.  The session provides a very comprehensive view of the volunteer fire and emergency service role in the community, and the necessity for local governments to take new or renewed interests in how those services are provided.  
Mr. DeCusati made a motion to send three Fire Department Personnel and Mr. Don Holderman along with up to four other Borough personnel to this seminar.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The cost to attend is $60.00 per person.  A voice vote was unanimous.          

ORAL
· Colleen Warefield, 241 West Lamb Street addressed Council to see why the vinyl

window replacement project at their property was denied by Council.  Council will address this under Office of Community Affairs.  
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· There were no special committee reports.
MAYOR’S REPORT
· There was no report.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint Allen Uhler to HARB as a “business person

whose principal place of business is located within the HARB-regulated Historic District.” Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint Ken Engle as an alternate to HARB.  Mr.

DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Russell Shuey did a rental property inspection at 323 East Bishop Street and

discovered 50+ rats and gerbils in cages as pets as well as dogs and cats.  The building has a third floor apartment with an interior egress, but the tenants taped up the door to keep the smell out from the apartment with the animals.  Mr. Shuey recommends using 1826.01 General Health Nuisance Ordinance to rectify this situation.


Mrs. Brown made a motion to permit Mr. Shuey the use of 1826.01 General Health Nuisance Ordinance to rectify the problem at 323 East Bishop Street.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
· 126 South Water Street, Boarding House was inspected by Mr. Shuey on May 27, 2008 and is now out of compliance.  


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to declare the building at 126 South Water Street as unfit for human habitation.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· The Planning Commission minutes were reviewed.    
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 105 East Curtin Street/Michael Immel – roof replacement
Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this Certificate of Appropriateness.  Mr. Aikens

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

2) 208 South Water Street/Matt and Erica McMullen – window replacement

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this Certificate of Appropriateness.  Mr. Aikens

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

241 West Lamb Street/Glenn and Colleen Warefield – window replacement project.  Mrs. Warefield would like an explanation of why the Certificate of Appropriateness for their window replacement project was denied.  

It was felt that Council members did not want to establish a double standard with window projects and Council did not feel comfortable approving one window project and denying another one.  


Erin Hammerstedt, Historical Preservation Consultant, provided Council with details as to why HARB recommended that this project be approved.  She explained that the property is a non-contributing building to the Historic District.  The building previously stood where the Borough building is now located and was moved across the street sometime after 1950.  She also informed Council that the property owners followed procedure and did window documentation for HARB, which showed that the windows were very deteriorated and beyond repair.  


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 241 West Lamb Street for window replacement as requested and approved by HARB.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was taken and the request was approved with Ms. Brown and Mr. Taylor voting no.  
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.
Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to tentatively adopt the 2009 Budget.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  The budget will be reviewed at the meeting of Monday, December 15th.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor had nothing to report.
Personnel – Mr. Holderman reported that there will be a Public Works Mediation meeting Monday, December 8th.  

 Safety – Mr. Aikens requested that the fire truck bids be opened.  

The bids for the Pumper Fire Truck were as follows:



Seagrave Fire Apparatus Co., LLC - $525,123.00



4 Guys Fire Trucks, Meyersdale, PA - $432,060.00



Crimson Fire - $418,354.00



Tyler Fire Equipment., Tyler, New York - $498,899.00



KME Fire Apparatus - $447,358.00


Mr. Aikens made a motion to forward the bids to the Fire Executive Committee for review at their meeting on Thursday, December 11th, 7:00 PM along with the Building & Property Chairman.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


The bids for the Fire Equipment were as follows:



KAZA Fire Equipment Co., Ebensburg, PA - $36,792.49 – the bid may be accepted in whole or in part.


Tyler Fire Equipment., Tyler, New York – each item is priced individually



Fire & Rescue Products - $33,438.63


Mr. Aikens informed Council that the Safety Committee is reviewing the final draft of Ordinance 242 and will make a recommendation on the final draft at the Council meeting of December 15th.  

Water/Sanitation – There was no report.
Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that the contractor submitted an invoice in the amount of up to approximately $244,000.00.  The goal of the contractor is to have all work completed by Friday, December 5th.  


Bids were opened for the Towing Contract.  The bids were as follows:



Gray’s Vehicle Clinic - $85.00 per incident



Trax 24-Hour Towing Recovery – 



S&R Repairs, Towing, Recovery, Milesburg – 



Catherman’s Service Center, 312 Willowbank St. - $50.00 to Borough facility, additional $50.00 when towed from Borough facility to his impound.


The bids were turned over to the Streets Committee for review and recommendation at the Council meeting of December 15th.           

A survey was sent to the residents on West Linn Street regarding the PennDOT project.  The options were to make the street a cul-de-sac or to make the street one-way in or out.  The survey was sent to 19 residents and six responses were received.  Mr. DeCusati requested a list of addresses from Mr. Holderman to whom the surveys were sent so that he could speak individually to the residents and get a first-hand opinion.  


A letter was received from Michael A. Baglio, P.E., District Traffic Engineer, Engineering District 2-0, informing Council that based on their evaluation a multi-way stop is not warranted at the intersection of Wilson Street and East Howard Street (S.R. 1008).  Council will send a letter to the gentleman that made this request.      

Technology – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· A health insurance comparison and renewal rates was provided for Council members.
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to release the escrow check ($19,750.00) to Mr. Roger

Dagen, 105 East Curtin Street.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The new owner is Mr. Michael Immel.  Council members would like to retain the money until more demolition work is completed and construction of the new roof begins.  Mr. Aikens withdrew his motion and Ms. Dainty withdrew her second.  
NEW BUSINESS
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Police Pension Plan Resolution formalizing

the 2009 employee contribution rate at 3.9% with Mockenhaupt Benefits Group.  Ms Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve the tentative 2009 meeting schedule.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. Holderman will be out of the office the week of December 8th to attend a training

course on Economic Development in Harrisburg.  A sponsor covered the cost of the training.

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of December 1, 2008 at 9:00 PM.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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