COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 15, 2008
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Aikens
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

Lori Walker
Guests:  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of December 1, 2008.   Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  Ms. Dainty stated a correction needs to be made under Certificates of Appropriateness in the minutes to reflect that the project at 241 West Lamb Street was approved by a vote of 4-2  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Gene Tomlinson who proposes a celebration for the 200th anniversary of

the birth of Abraham Lincoln, our 16th President, on February 12, 2009.  There is a Lincoln head statue adjacent to Talleyrand Park.  Council is in favor of a celebration and would support Mr. Tomlinson if he chooses to organize a celebration.      
· A letter from Curt White, Environmental Group Manager, Water Management,

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in regard to the Chapter 94 report related to the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Plant Superintendent, Tom Smith, will respond to the letter.

· A letter from Donna L. Spicher, Assistant Director of Financial Management, County

of Centre, Board of Commissioners informing the Borough that the 2009 County Liquid Fuels application was denied.  


Council members would like the County to pave a parking lot near the Courthouse.  Mr. Stewart will write a letter and request that the area be enhanced with a paved parking lot.  

· The 2009 Bellefonte Borough Holiday schedule was presented to Council members.  Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the list as submitted.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from the Clemson family on West Linn Street in regard to questioning B&B

code issues.  Council members will review the letter for the next Council meeting.

ORAL
· There were no oral communications.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Beigle informed Council that the University Park Airport is advertising for a

manager.  The current manager is going to be the assistant.  

The airport is also trying to get another carrier.  The airline industry has informed the Airport Authority that routes will be changed in 2009.  

· Mrs. Brown reported to Council that 666 people went on the Homes Tour during the

Victorian Christmas Celebration.  It was suggested that the committees involved in Victorian Christmas be sent a thank you letter.

· Mr. Halderman has read many reports regarding other municipalities, for example, Lewistown, receiving grants and is curious as to why Bellefonte is not.  Mr. Stewart reported he and Mr. Holderman submitted an application to PennDOT on 12/15/08 requesting $1.9M for additional streetscape work.  

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman informed Council that Bellefonte is not dead.  He said the weather

was great and the crowds were large for Victorian Christmas.  Mayor Goldman gave a special thanks to the chairs of the committees of HBI:  Tracy Capperella, Lori Walker, and Robin Cabrell.  They did a wonderful job and the Mayor felt more Council members should have been there to see what was going on.  The Bellefonte Museum had 575 visitors on Saturday, December 13th and 270 visitors on Sunday, December 14th.


Mayor Goldman wished everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Council members wished Mayor Goldman a Happy Hanukah.


Council members would like to send a letter to Mrs. Goldman to congratulate her on the nice article written about her in the Centre Daily Times.  It was felt that she represented the community very well.    


Council members expressed concern at community members who continually proceed with projects without having HARB approval.  There is an ordinance on the books that prohibits this.    

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· Mr. Hay made a motion to approve the Planning Commission recommendation to

approve the request from Mr. Joe Heidt to change his B&B from five (5) rooms to eight (8) rooms.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  Zoning requires that six (6) off-street parking spaces be provided, which will require one (1) additional space to what is currently available.  Planning Commission approved the request with the parking requirement included.  The approval now requires a Zoning and Building permit to continue.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Heidt abstained from voting.   
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 105 North Potter Street/Bruce Cramer – Install metal shipping container, painted green to minimize its appearance next to the building, measuring 20’ by 8’ by 8’ to house pumping equipment as required by DEP in the parking lot.

2) 105 East Curtin Street/Michael Immel – Build a new observatory under a mansard roof with a large arched dormer to match the existing dormers on each side, with two small arched windows in the dormer on the front and sides, and a single window to provide service access to the roof on the rear.  

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.
Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the proposed 2009 Budget in the amount of $14,965,550.00.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the invoice from Tracey G. Benson in the amount of $207.00 for work performed in the capacity of the solicitor for Bellefonte Borough during the month of October 2008.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the November 2008 vouchers in the amount of $1,313,011.13.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
November 2008 Vouchers
General



14841 – 14941


$   196,505.15
Streetlighting



    505 - 512



$       6,175.31
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    721 - 728 



$       6,747.59
Fire Equipment

              1127 – 1129



$       1,415.73
Parks & Recreation


 1006 – 1019



$       5,446.50
Water

                                     6041 - 6080



$     81,134.54
Sanitation
                            100, 7220 – 7280, 994


$   848,114.73
Refuse




  1413 - 1433 



$     63,374.62
Swimming Pool


    363 - 366 



$     17,171.55
CDBG



        1031, 424 - 425 



$     86,890.61
Special Projects


           -



$              0.00

Highway Aid


                     121



$            34.80
Capital Projects


           -



$              0.00
                                                                                 Total:


$1,313,011.13

Ms. Dainty made a motion to increase taxes by ¼ mill with the money to be earmarked for capital improvements to the streets.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  Recent legislation states that prevailing wages must be paid.  This adds approximately 1/3 additional cost to street repairs.  A 7-1 voice vote was made with Mr. Taylor voting no to the ¼ mil increase.   
Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve Tax Levy Ordinance #12152008-01 with the total millage being 8.805 mills.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor had nothing to report.  

The 2009 Budget did not include any additional funds for Kepler Pool.  


Mayor Goldman received a commitment from the Kiwanis to pay for part of a skateboard park when it is installed.  They would like a total cost and will provide a sizeable donation toward the cost.     

Personnel – Mr. Hay had nothing to report.
Mr. Beigle reminded Council that a correction needs to be made to Council appointments for those appointed to the Bellefonte Water Authority since the term periods have been changed from five years to three years.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve appointments by Borough Council for 2009 Committees – Bellefonte Borough Water Authority; Bellefonte Zoning & Hearing Board; Bellefonte Planning Commission; and Industrial Development Authority.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

The Borough Engineer and Borough Solicitor will be determined at the Council meeting of January 5, 2009.    


 Safety – Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the purchase of a Pumper Fire Truck from 4 Guys at a cost of $432,060.00.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The motion was passed with Mr. DeCusati voting no.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to reject all miscellaneous equipment bids.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle informed Council that the average water usage is 2,812,000 gallons.  

Mr. Beigle discussed the Water Authority meeting minutes and then entertained comments from Council.  Mr. Holderman informed Council that the contractor doing the Streetscape project discovered two leaks and stopped work so the Borough crew could repair them.  The leaks resulted in approximately 100,000 gallon of water per day.    

Streets – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to reject all Towing bids and revert back to the procedures that are currently in place.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. DeCusati made a motion for provisional approval of the invoice from D.A.C. Enterprise Pay application #3.  The approval is only to pay for parts of the invoice approved by Mr. Stewart, Borough Manager.   Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mr. Stewart and Mr. Holderman will verify that the work is completed and payment will only be for work completed through Wednesday, December 17, 2008.  The retainage is not paid until the end of the project.  Everything on the invoice has a line item and if the line item is not complete payment is not made.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Beigle suggested that a wet saw be used to do the cutting to cut down on the dust.  The concrete was treated with linseed oil right after it was poured.  It was suggested that the merchants use calcium chloride on the new sidewalks rather than using rock salt to preserve the integrity of the sidewalk and to keep them from chipping.  Mr. DeCusati requested a letter be sent to the merchants encouraging them to use calcium chloride.     

Technology – Mr. Heidt had nothing to report.
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve Resolution #12-15-08, which updates the fee

schedule.  Me. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Council will not consider releasing an escrow check to Mr. Roger Dagen at this time.   

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Holderman provided a draft of the Right-to-Know policy for the Open Records

Act for Council members to review.  A person must be named in the policy as the Open Records Officer.  The new policy is on the Borough’s web site at www.bellefonte.net 

Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint Mr. Don Holderman as the official Open Records Officer.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

EXONERATIONS
· None.
POLICE REPORT
· Mr. Heidt made a motion to accept all police reports.  Ms. Dainty seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT


- With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn the meeting of December 15, 2008 at 9:20 PM.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
PAGE  
6

