COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 6, 2010
www.bellefonte.net
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Schneider, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 
Provan, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 
Mayor Stanley Goldman




Staff Present:  

Lori Walker, Finance Director
Guests:  
Cynthia Hahn, Brian Witmer

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
-
Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of November 15, 2010.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  Mr. Schneider would like corrections made under oral to reflect that Kerry Uhler Associates is an engineering firm rather than an architectural firm.  Mr. Schneider would also like the minutes expanded to better reflect the discussion:

 
Good Evening.  I figured I’d introduce myself since I’m a foreigner tonight.  I’m

Steve Bell with Northwest Savings Bank from the Bradford Area.  I came to just talk about our project a little bit, what’s going on up on the hill, to give you a progress update.  Also, I wasn’t at the meeting whenever you approved the land development plan, but it was contingent on some gaining access to the front of the property with PennDOT, which hasn’t been working out well for us.  They seem to have a lot more questions than answers on that roadway improvement project up there so at this time I can’t guarantee when that access road at the front of the property would be available so we’re going to come back and talk about how…what contingencies were placed on it before and how we can accept it as one roadway with a future designated access road that we don’t know when or where that will be submitted so I asked Alan to give you some updates on what’s going on and if you have any questions feel free.


(Alan) I’d like to give you a quick tour of where we stand on things, progress.  The site design on the project is done by my firm, Kerry Uhler Associates.  Architectural firm is MacLachlan Cornelius and Filoni.  The general site layout as you see it there is unchanged from the land development plan.  You have state route 550 along the front and Parkview Boulevard along the side.  We have two entrances into the site for long-term.  This entrance being off of Parkview Boulevard and this being the cause of our headaches at this point the entrance off of state route 550.  Generally, though, we’ll give you a quick tour of where we stand on things.  The bank is shaping up very nicely.  You can see they are actually working on putting the roof on today.  They have the grading around it completed and they’ll be putting down the basecoat black coat and blacktop tomorrow.  Again, this is the view looking at it from Parkview Boulevard and if we continue on around the back this is looking behind the building.  As you saw on the overhead the back of that building is set down lower and there will be two commercial spaces in the basement of the building facing towards the back.  On the left hand side you see a driving lane continuing along.  That brings the traffic all the way around the building in circular fashion, 14’ wide.  Again, just another view looking into the lower parking area at the back.  You have a retaining wall on the backside.  That’s actually a terraced wall.  There’ll be a planter about four feet up on it.  You can see the line on the edge of it.  And again, that’s looking up the main entryway where you see that roller at the end of the proposed road there.  About 20’ behind that is Zion Road.  And again looking at it again from the front.


Where we stand with things we’re really moving progressively to have the bank up and running and open by spring.  When you approved the land development plan one of the items that we discussed was the contingency of not being sure of when this entrance would be open.  That is now becoming a little bit more of a headache and while a year ago when we were talking with PennDOT they assured us that construction would begin in the spring of 2011 and be completed late, in the fall of 2011 or the spring of 2012.  We’re negotiating with PennDOT on our highway occupancy permit to put that driveway in.  At this point from what I understand PennDOT is not going to be letting the project until the fall of 2012.  Did I understand that correctly Ralph?  (Ralph) Uh, sometime in 2012, it might actually…the letting will probably be in the spring and the construction will be in 2012.  That’s fairly new dates.  Initially 2011 all of this was going to take place and now it’s 2012.  (Ms. Dainty) Did they say what pushed it back?

(Ralph) No they didn’t.  They just said…we just had a meeting…the utilities, all of us, overhead utilities, underground utilities just met with PennDOT two weeks ago and they said that it’s going to be 2012.


(Alan) So where we stand with this situation that being the case, PennDOT has indicated to us that we’re not going to have our highway occupancy permits to put that front driveway in until the project is done.  Furthermore they’re not even a fan of us opening the bank at all until their project is done.  They’d rather we let the building sit there vacant for two or three years until they finish up, which unfortunately finances of business dictate that can’t happen.  (Ms. Dainty) What is the reasoning for that?  Did they give a reasoning  for that?  (Alan) They simply don’t want to see any additional traffic on the highway there.  (Ms. Dainty)  What do they think the Weis store is going to do? (Steve) They’re not talking about traffic side by…they’re talking about traffic coming in and out of Parkview Boulevard.  The intercepting traffic is a problem not traffic going in and out of town.  (Alan) Yea, and we have looked at that situation as well.  We completed a full traffic study for this project.  Some of the considerations that come into play with the traffic study that do not come into play when we start talking about this with PennDOT is first off, the traffic study is not based on Northwest Bank taking their small office, taking it up there, building and developing and further developing the clientele base.  The traffic volume that is based on American Highway Engineering Traffic Manual which says a bank of this size will have this many cars coming in per day per square foot of floor space.  It’s very generic data that’s been based on…it’s based on full-blown, you know, the maximum capacity for what that bank can handle with the teller…the drive-up and walk-in tellers.  Obviously we’re not going to have that opening day when we open up this bank.  Northwest is building a bank, working the community and building their clientele.  Secondly, within that study they also tacked it in that we have the lower level with two personal spaces back there.  At this point the bank is not building anything there.  They’re hoping to find clientele or tenants down there but at this point they have nothing.  We asked PennDOT what if we were to hold off leasing those and keep those spaces vacant to help in that situation.  PennDOT wasn’t really a fan of that either.  Regardless, the way we stand right now we’re going to keep working with PennDOT, keep trying to find a solution.  

One of the things we wanted to confirm with Council is that the meeting we attended with you back in April I believe it was we discussed the situation and you had placed a motion on the books that you had no objection to our opening the facility with only the entrance on the Parkview Boulevard.  We just wanted to bring it to your attention and let you know that at this point it looks like that’s what we’re going to be doing here.  We’re going to be working with PennDOT in every way we can.  I’m not sure where that will lead.  

Some of the other situations that we’re working through that come into play is the code.  The fire code requires that the fire chief be satisfied he has full access to the site.  Without this entrance on the front highway here the fire chief, Fred Bruno, is concerned about getting fire trucks around the back of the site.  In my design we were very careful in designing this loop around the back.  In fact, right here, on this island, and the outside of this curb we’re actually placing some turf reinforcement.  What it’s going to be you drive down there, the typical pedestrian or driving a car, it’s going to look like plain old grass, but there’s actually a heavy plastic mat that gets placed in there and the grass is seeded inside it.  It creates a driving surface there so that fire trucks take that turn and they go wide they’ve got a good stable surface and the trucks not slipping in the mud, but generally speaking you treat it like grass.  So we have taken that into consideration.  Some of the other things we looked at when we designed the site is space front and back.  We would have liked to make this larger however on the front of the site, in here, first off your zoning requires we stay back a certain distance so we maintain that setback for the parking and further we even pushed it back a little bit more, as much as we could so we leave all the space up there we could.  That pushed it back tight to the property line in the back.  If you look at the back, looking down along Park Drive you see that road along the back and see Park Drive over here.  It’s a little hard to see we got a slope coming down and then we’ve got a stormwater collection over here that collects all our run-off and diverts it into a pond.  And then our embankment still continues down and our driveway comes right out to about where that stake is.  That stake is actually on the property line so we built and filled as far back on the site as could so we’re literally out of room.  We have no space left to make that rear driveway any wider.  Again, we do have a little bit of a tight constrain in here that the fire chief is concerned about so we’re going to be working with Russell and Fred Bruno to see what we can do to accommodate their concerns, see if we can find a way that they’re satisfied that we have adequate access.  Ideally one of the situations that I proposed to PennDOT is that this entrance be at least constructed as a stone entrance.  We’ll put it down and we’ll stone it and then we can place some of the traffic delineators across it, the same style delineators you have around the pedestrian knobs in front of the post office.  They’re there, they reflect the posts, no one is going to make the mistake and think that they open a road and the fire trucks can roll right over them.  Again, that’s one other option that we were hoping to propose, but again as we’re in a state of limbo with PennDOT we’re not sure where we stand, we’re not sure what’s going to happen and we’re very concerned with helping things there.

I guess first off we just want to confirm that you still are in agreement, that you have no objections to the bank opening with just the access on Parkview Boulevard and second any support or assistance that you could offer us in the negotiations with PennDOT would be greatly appreciated.      

(Ms. Dainty) I would like to see if someone could help with the PennDOT thing to at least put a gravel way in there for the fire trucks.  (Mr. Stewart) What I would suggest Alan is if you could write me a letter explaining what you just said I’ll forward that on to PennDOT and ask Corman’s office and Representative Benninghoff’s office and see if they could help us out with a meeting with PennDOT to see if we could get this moving. (Alan) And we actually do have a meeting scheduled for next Tuesday at 1:00 with PennDOT.  I don’t know what form it’s going to take.  A good portion of that meeting is actually to discuss the fact that they had concerns of conflict between our parking lot and their roadway project.  We actually brought that up, asked for information, and presented our plans to them a year ago and driving past the site last week they called and said they got some concerns there. (Mr. Stewart) Why don’t you include that in the letter that you’re meeting on, when it is and I’ll make sure…try to get at least someone there to represent maybe Corman’s office, Benninghoff’s office to see what we can do.


(Steve) I’m at an…you know, we want to open our bank.  That’s our biggest concern at this point.  We have your approval for one access.  It’s frustrating when PennDOT makes a comment like that. (Mr. Stewart) We’ll do everything we can to help you out.


(Mr. Schneider) What’s the underside clearance?  (Alan) We’re looking at increasing space between the drive through and the storm water pond.  Clearance is I think 10’-11’.  It’s not what we would like to have for fire equipment.  It’s one of the things I do plan on discussing is increasing that space so there’s enough room to pass outside that. (Mr. Schneider) With the aerial apparatus that’s in the Borough right now I don’t think you’ll make the turn coming up Parkview, having to stay in the actual traffic lane and being able to make the tight right turn to come into the parking lot and then be able to miss the underside of that with the clearances you’ve got with the aerial apparatus and then be able to continue to make the turn around the rest…I think what you’re going to do is you’re going to end up going in and having to almost go backwards through your entire parking lot.  (Alan) And again we do have that rear driving lane designed so it’s wide enough so there’s plenty of room to move around back but granted, yes, we are going to get the traffic flow on that one back portion.  (Mr. Schneider) The other issue that would be concern for me is I believe with the anticipation of you getting Highway Occupancy that the single hydrant that was put out front next to the potential entry onto 550 as compared to Parkview, correct? (Alan) Yes.  (Mr. Schneider) So for expedient water access, and this if I’m not mistaken, what, a type 5B building?  (Mr. Stewart) I think that’s what it is.  (Mr. Schneider) So with a type 5B building and essentially at that stage of the game you’ve got hydrant access beyond the site so at that point the next closest hydrant to hit if I’m not mistaken is in front of the armory.  (Alan) No…right across the street.  (Mr. Schneider) But at that point in time if you’re coming to the property you either come across the street and close all of 550 which at that point in time we’re going to close a state highway.  By going across the street  you’re going to have to go beyond and come back or the only on that…the next one on that side would be there by the armory.  (Alan)  By the armory and there’s one by…on the other side of the road.  (Mr. Schneider)  Right so I think there’s some concerns there that with not having that access point are paramount.  (Alan)  I guess from my perspective I get a little bit concerned over at what point to we decide we’re satisfied.  We get a little bit concerned when we look at these and keep asking more and more.  We’re trying to find a way to get into the building reasonably.  We’re not opposed to working with the fire department anyway.  We would love to find something that works for all of us.  (Walt Schneider) I think my understanding with this project and I could be wrong and Russell correct me if I’m incorrect with my memory.  This was brought to the fire department when it was anticipated only having single access off of Parkview Boulevard and the fire department asked for a hydrant be put on Parkview Boulevard directly adjacent to the entrance and have the site work be such that all of these turning radiuses and everything else would have been taken care of in the planning stages compared prior to construction as to during construction and it was the developer at that point in time who gave statements that they would be entering with a Highway Occupancy permit off of 550 prior to opening and so it wouldn’t be a problem in the first place.  (Alan)  Well either way it is our intent and we will have that entrance.  We’re stuck between a couple of situations.  We’re working to work with these enemies and navigate our way through them.  As I said my point still being I do get concerned when we get any flexibility on all sides.  I’m trying to find a way to work with things and do things reasonably.  We’re talking about a period of time or a couple of years at most we’re going to have a situation.  I’d like to work with them and find a way to work with them.  (Paul DeCusati) Is there another piece of equipment that they could install or buy that would help the fire safety aspect be satisfied?  (Mr. Schneider)  I can tell you the easiest one.  I don’t want to speak for Chief Bruno but I think probably the easiest one is to sprinkle the building, at which point in time the entire fire…you know, ISO rating and others, it basically comes off of the risk potential because of the fact that the whole sprinkler building with a 13 system is no longer a significant risk so at that point in time we’re really talking about a much lower risk potential on property.  (Mr. Schneider)  Additional options would be to move hydrants, but again, you can’t get a piece of aerial apparatus in.  I disagree with you with respect to saying this is multiple years.  My personal experience with PennDOT is this could be five to ten years out.  If PennDOT chooses to push this project off the list and it bumps to the end so what we’re talking about and what you’re negotiating with is a five-year, you know, three to five year window that we know, based on PennDOT that could be a ten-fifteen year window real easily.  (Mr. DeCusati)  So another option would be to sprinkle the building.  I understand sprinklers are costly for commercial buildings, but no matter what options they do it’s going to be some expense anyway.  (Russell)  I talked to Fred Bruno today after I talked to Alan to try to come up with a solution to the problem.  His suggestions were open up those road openings to 20’ access the whole way around; height of 13’6”, which is actually called out in the fire code as one of the requirements.  If not he said you could get an approved fire suppression system, which would be a sprinkler system.  Those are pretty much the options.  Alan asked about the hydrant as well and he’s like we could put in another hydrant, but at this point in time like Walt said you can’t get a piece of equipment back there to properly…it’s just a bad thing with PennDOT.  (Mr. Beigle) What disturbs me about that there is if PennDOT would just let them put the gravel in and put the posts up so it’s not an entrance.  I think that’s a very simple way to solve the problem.  I’m going to say this to you Alan.  You need to get Corman involved, get Benninghoff involved…anyone politically can you’re going to have to get involved to get the pressure put on the state.  I know what we can do is write our letters.  It will help, okay, but you need to get on the political Ralph.  I hate to say that, but that’s what’s going to have to happen.  I hate to say that.  Back to your comment about opening the bank up…we made that motion and I don’t see why we would stop you from opening the bank up on time.     

.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes with the requested changes.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Lori Jones, Penn State Cooperative Extension in Clinton County,

thanking Council for their efforts to make Talleyrand Park a tobacco free area and to offer any needed assistance.

· A letter from David S. Bell, President, Bellefonte Soccer Association, requesting

financial assistance for the purchase of two sets of goal posts at a cost of $4,000.  The association is requesting that the Borough provide financial assistance in the amount of $2,000.

Mr. Schneider made a motion to respectfully decline this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mr. Halderman suggested they contact the Garver Fund for assistance.  This was discussed at the Parks & Recreation meeting.  The Soccer Association will be getting a scraper to level the field; airify the field, seed and maintain the field.  A roll-call vote was taken:  Wilson-no; Dainty-yes; Taylor-no; Schneider-yes; Beigle-no; DeCusati-yes; Dunne-no; Halderman-yes; Mayor Goldman-yes.  The motion passed.  

· A letter from Harry J. Burd, Building Official, stating effective January 1, 2011 one

and two family dwellings will be required to have automatic fire sprinklers installed as required by the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC) Section P2409 of NFPA 13D.


An automatic fire sprinkler system is not required in one and two family dwellings if  

1. A design or construction contract for the home was signed prior to December 31, 2009 or

2. An application for a building permit is submitted prior to the effective date of January 1, 2011. 
Mr. Burd will attend the next Council meeting to inform Council of changes.

· A letter from SRO Jason R. Brower requesting permission to take an old police car 

that is out of service to use at the firing range.  The car would be set it on the firing range to practice shooting from a seated position, practice unseat belting and exiting in emergencies, rescue practices, and shooting from the cover of a vehicle.  The vehicle will not be shot at.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  Mr. Schneider requested the vehicle be drained of all fluids and have all glass removed for safety.  The vehicle will be towed to the range.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Matthew Degges, 136 S. Water Street, expressing a safety concern on

South Water Street.  Mr. Degges suggested a speed bump on that portion of the roadway.  Council will forward the letter to PennDOT since it is a state road.  
· A letter from Housing Transitions, Inc./Centre House Emergency Shelter, requesting

information on where unsheltered homeless people seek refuge.  A survey will be conducted on January 26, 2011 to identify those locations.

· A letter from Denise Herr McCann, Division Director, Community-Based Services,

Centre County Youth Service Bureau, requesting support in the amount of $1,000.  Ms. Dainty will send a request to see if the Borough is permitted to donate to this organization.

· A letter from Senator Jake Corman providing an update on the Marcellus Shale

natural gas drilling.

· A letter from Robert “Doc” Orr, Chair, Nominating Committee, Pennsylvania State

Association of Boroughs, requesting nominations for Second Vice President.  
· A letter from Kristina V. Tice, Principal, Saint John the Evangelist Catholic School,

requesting permission for the students to sing Christmas Carols to local businesses and shoppers on December 21st beginning at 12:15 PM.   


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

ORAL
· Brian Witmer, State College, is a Bellefonte property owner.  Mr. Witmer has

questions regarding the new property maintenance code.  Mr. Witmer feels Russell Shuey is doing a great job.  Mr. Witmer has concerns with the codes and issues that would take 50% of his rental property away because it may be a basement, a headroom issue or other various reasons.  Mr. Witmer states there is language in the code regarding fire escapes that were approved in the previous code that are grandfathered in and he doesn’t understand why if fire escapes and openings and fire escape routes are treated that way why other things are not treated that way such as the head room issue, light or ventilation or whatever the reason is.  He would like some sort of mechanism that would provide a certificate that would carry the property owner through.  The fee for a variance is $350 and Mr. Witmer feels that is silly to be required to pay that amount to fight for something he has been doing for twenty to thirty years.  Mr. Witmer feels if things are granted to the Bed & Breakfast people they should also be granted to the rental properties.  He feels the permit fee for annual inspections should be changed since the inspections are done every two years.  


Mr. Witmer feels it would be great if Council would subscribe to CNET. 
· Mr. Stewart received a telephone call from the resident on North Thomas Street that

has approached Council in the past regarding a street light behind the Uni-Mart near the parking lot near the old milk plant.  She stated there was vandalism with her vehicle and requested Council install another street light in that area.


This matter will be turned over to the Building & Property Committee and the Streets Committee for review and recommendation.    
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· None.
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman reported that the nine-year-old by hit by a vehicle near the Dale

Building is home and doing well.  

Mayor Goldman had Mr. Holderman read a proclamation declaring December 10th, 11th, and 12th as Victorian Christmas in the Borough of Bellefonte.  It is the 29th Annual Victorian Christmas celebration.  He encourages all residents, families and friends to celebrate the season with a spirit of joy, hope and thanksgiving and asks everyone to continue to reach out and help others by sharing time, talents and treasures, so that all of us will be able to experience a new year filled with health, peace, happiness and prosperity.


Mr. Halderman expressed appreciation on behalf of Council for all the help and hard work from those who helped to decorate downtown Bellefonte.    
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

ZONING/PLANNING
· A letter was included from Mike Phillippe, Resource Conservation Coordinator,

regarding the Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Plan Review Approval.  
· The Planning Commission draft minutes from the meeting of November 29, 2010 are

provided for review.  

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 214 North Spring Street – replace roof with charcoal asphalt shingles.
2) 101 North Allegheny Street – Beard Law Company – install two wood business signs above entry doors, and two etched-look business signs on entry door glass.

Mr. Wilson made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness as submitted.

Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  Council members would like to see pictures of the signs that were presented.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Dunne asked if there was information regarding Spring Township using the Borough landfill, but there is no new information regarding that.  
Finance and Government Performance – Mrs. Dunne made a motion to file for audit the October vouchers in the amount of $1,672,049.61.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
October 2010
General                                                  17586-17704
$   565,917.27*

Streetlighting
    654-660
$       6,573.81

Bellefonte Fire Dept.
  1051-1059
$     12,668.26

Fire Equipment
  1219-1222
$       4,695.88

Parks & Recreation
  1360-1376
$     16,503.70

Water                                               1049-1050, 7233-7292
$   219,401.99

Sanitation
  8558-8614
$   737,820.44

Refuse
  1986-2010
$   100,646.57

Swimming Pool
    449-450
$          565.98

CDBG
          -
$              0.00

Special Projects
    997-998
$       2,464.21

Highway Aid                                                   -
$              0.00

Capital Projects
          -  
$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
    116-117
$       4,791.50

        Total
$1,672,049.61

*includes pension payments


Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept a .50% tax increase with .25% used to meet the demands of the 2011 budget and the other .25% would be placed into a separate fund for capital projects and capital improvements.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  The proposed budget includes CNET and the purchase of a vehicle.  Mr. Beigle does not want a tax increase.  Mr. Halderman feels small increases occasionally are easier on the tax payers rather than waiting several years and making a large increase.  Mr. Schneider feels you need to step forward and is proud that Council is discussing the budget in a proactive positive approach.  A roll-call vote was taken:  Wilson-yes; Dainty-yes; Taylor-no; Schneider-yes; Beigle-no; DeCusati-yes; Dunne-yes; Halderman-yes.  The motion passed.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve CNET into the 2011 budget.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Mr. Beigle and Mr. Taylor voting no.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to pass the preliminary budget in the amount of $13,101,905.00 tentatively submitted to be finalized at the next Council meeting.    Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  The proposed budget includes the police car and CNET for 2011.  A voice vote was unanimous.              
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve Final Payment to Ameron Construction in the amount of $45,015.70.  Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Taylor made a motion to adopt Ordinance #12062010-01, which amends the Codified Book of Ordinances, Chapter 1060 Parks.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The ordinance prohibits smoking in Talleyrand Park.  Mayor Goldman questioned why smoking is prohibited in this park but is permitted in Governors Park.  The motion passed with Mr. Beigle voting no.    

Human Resources – There will be an executive session immediately following the Council meeting to discuss personnel issues.  

Safety – Mr. Wilson reported the next Emergency Task Force meeting will be held Wednesday, December 15th, at the APS Building, at 7:00 PM.  In 2011 the meetings will be held at various fire stations along with tours of the fire stations.  The attendance at these meetings is consistent.  There is cooperation at the meetings. 


The Executive Fire Committee will meet Thursday, December 16th.   

Water/Sanitation – The Daily Water Withdrawal report is in the packet for review.  
Streets – PennDOT has scheduled a tentative meeting with the Borough on Wednesday, December 15th, to discuss West Linn Street.  
If the Borough crew sees a pile of leaves they will collect it.  

Mr. Stewart has talked with Scott Haranin and they are working on something for the Cadillac Building.  They have requested that Council be lenient with them because there are a lot of zoning issues with the property.  Mr. Schneider emphasized that Council needs to explore the options so they can be sure which option to move forward with.

Chief Fred Bruno contacted Mr. Schneider regarding the pedestrian signs in the downtown area.  When the ladder truck goes around corners Mr. Bruno would like to know who is responsible for damage caused by the signs.  
Mr. Schneider has been contacted regarding pedestrians walking out in front of vehicles when crossing streets.  Mr. Halderman feels enforcement would help with pedestrian safety.  Mr. Schneider would like the Streets Committee to see if there is a better solution that addresses the issue and is a better balance between the pedestrians and vehicles.        

Energy & Environmental Conservation – Johnson Controls will be at the December 20th work session to discuss energy conservation projects.  


Costars, with the assistance of Penn State University, shopped the electricity bills.  Mr. Stewart said the Borough would go with the Costars program.  They projected the savings at the Wastewater Treatment Plant would be $45,000 for 2011.      
OLD BUSINESS
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to move forward with the Bellefonte Property Safety &

Maintenance Code and advertise it for adoption at the Council meeting of January 3, 2011.  Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· The Streets Committee met and discussed the handicap permit application process

and there will be a waiver clause added to the policy stating consideration would be given if there is a financial hardship.        
NEW BUSINESS


-None. 
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.

TICKET EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.    
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Wilson made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of December 6, 2010 at 9:10 PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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