COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 7, 2010
www.bellefonte.net
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Novak, Beigle, Dunne, Halderman, Dainty, Taylor, DeCusati,
Members Excused: 
Hay
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager

Mayor Stanley Goldman




Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Al Jones, Greg Peterson, Emily Reddy, Randy Brachbill, Patrick North
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of May 17, 2010.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Beverly Riddle, Office Administrator, Centre Health Network,

regarding 2011 Flu Vaccinations.  Council approved the proposal.
· A letter from Kathleen Wunderly, 461 East Howard Street, regarding issues from

Centre Crest.  The letter was also sent to the Centre County Board of Commissioners.  No action was taken by Council.
· A letter from Candace D. Kent, Resident and Voter, 360 East High Street, regarding

the removal of the sidewalk along Union Cemetery.  Mr. Stewart explained that the Borough fully intends to re-install a new sidewalk along the cemetery and that we are looking for grant funds to cover the $30,000 cost.  The old sidewalk was removed due to safety and liability issues.  The Union Cemetery Association does not have the financial resources to replace the sidewalk and as a consequence, the Borough has been trying to assist the Association with a number of their issues. 
· A letter from Gary V. Hoover, Executive director, Bellefonte Intervalley Area

Chamber of Commerce, requesting the use of the Soccer Field at Governor’s Park for the 6th Annual Croquet Tournament on Saturday, August 7, 2010.  The tournament will run from 2:00 – 5:00 PM, but the request is for the entire day to allow time for setup and teardown.  The tournament cannot be held on the Greens area of Talleyrand Park due to scheduled construction.  A motion for approval was made by Mr. Beigle and seconded by Mr. DeCusati.  The motion was approved.
· A letter from Terry A. Gingher ABR, CRS, GRI, Kissinger Bigatel Brower Auction

Services, LLC requesting permission to close South Potter Street where the property begins behind the drug store and at the intersection of Potter Street and Roopsburg Road from 6:00 Am through 8:00 PM on Saturday, July 17, 2010 because of an auction that will be held at 167 South Potter Street.  After some discussion council did not act on the request and recommended that the requester develop some alternative plans.
· A letter from N. Warren Miller, Executive Director, Spring-Benner-Walker Joint

Authority regarding bond payoff.  The letter has been forwarded to the Borough Solicitor.     

· A letter from Helen F. Bechdel regarding the Borough Yard Sale and riff-raff

collection.  The letter will be taken under advisement. 
ORAL
· Ginny Newman provided an update on the work that was done at Kepler Pool

in Governors Park.  The work was prepped by the YMCA and the materials were provided by the YMCA.  She also gave some details regarding the people that helped do the work.  The pool will open to the public on Tuesday, June 15, 2010.  She feels that community awareness of the pool is at a greater level.  She thanked Council, especially the Park & Recreation Committee, for the support they provided for the pool.    
· Greg Peterson, WPSU FM station manager, addressed Council regarding a National

Project called “StoryCorps”.  The project is coming to Central Pennsylvania and would like to set up a mobile van (26’ long airstream trailer) that is a mobile recording studio.  The studio records conversations between loved ones.  Mr. Peterson provided a 7 minute sample of a recording.  The intent is to place the trailer somewhere near the Courthouse.  The pieces air nationally as well as locally on WPSU and they will be archived in the WPSU website.  The pieces will also be archived in the Library of Congress.  The trailer will be in town during the Arts & Crafts Fair.  

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to permit the StoryCorp trailer to be located near the Diamond Area from August 2, 2010 through September 4, 2010.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
· Al Jones, Centre County Community Foundation Executive Director, stated the Foundation’s Board of Directors typically has a representative from Bellefonte Borough.  Stephanie Cooper previously held the position.  The nominating process would like Council to confirm Cathie Reiter for the position.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint Cathie Reiter to the Centre County Community Foundation Board of Directors.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Randy Brachbill addressed Council to speak against the ordinance that would permit

chickens in Bellefonte Borough.  He presented a petition with thirty (30) signatures against the ordinance and provided his reasons for Council to vote no.  


Ms. Dainty feels if a Council person made the statement at the last Council meeting that they didn’t believe that the Planning Commission had done their job very well that it is not a good statement to be made at a public meeting about volunteers that are appointed to committees and don’t fully understand their jobs.  Mr. Novak stated he did not say the Planning Commission did not do its job.  He stated at the April 20th meeting what was requested of the commission was to weigh in on the specific language to be used specifically as to the distance from properties and what the permitting process would be.  At the next meeting there was no recommendation made on the language, but rather to keep the ordinance as it was.  He stated there was not a recommendation on what was requested of the Commission to provide.  He has nothing but respect for the Commission.  


Mr. Novak would like it noted for the records that his vote and actions that night did support the Planning Commission and what they were asking.  He fully supported what their recommendation was.


Mayor Goldman would like to hear what Mr. North has to say about chickens.  Mr. North appreciates the fact that there is a discussion regarding chickens.  Mr. North stated his reason for wanting chickens is personal.  Mr. North’s biggest argument would be to look at surrounding communities that have already made ordinances.  They have had no problems with ordinances that are much less stringent and more poorly worded than the one provided by Bellefonte Borough.  


Mr. Halderman felt the ordinance was sent to the Planning Commission to determine if they supported the ordinance rather than for the wording.  Mr. Halderman understood the recommendation from the Planning Commission to state they did not feel there needed to be a change in the ordinance. 


Randy Brachbill stated at the Planning Commission they felt there did not need to be any changes to the ordinance.  


Ms. Dainty feels when there are thirty people that are against the ordinance and three that are for the ordinance you need to weigh that in.  


Mr. Wilson feels the ordinance is not something that would change the world or hurt the property value.  He also questioned whether people asked to sign the petition or whether they were asked to sign the petition.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and leave the ordinance stand that is currently there not allowing farm animals, including chickens.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  Mr. DeCusati rescinded the second.  


Mr. Novak made a motion to accept the new ordinance drafted by Mr. Stewart with the portion removed that states “Permits are not granted without the completion of a certification class in chicken keeping from a Master Chicken Keeper…” and under the application for the permit remove the “submit proof of completion of the required certification” and correct the spelling.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A summary of the ordinance was advertised.  Mr. Halderman would like an addition that states a neighbor has the right to veto your chicken permit if they don’t want them next to your property.  A roll-call vote was taken: Wilson-yes; Dainty-no; Taylor-no; Novak-yes; Beigle-yes; DeCusati-no; Dunne-yes; Halderman-no.  Due to a tie vote, Mayor Goldman cast the tie-breaking vote of no.  The motion was denied.  

· Mr. DeCusati noted that there was a presentation and discussion on the Marcellus

Shale at the June 1, 2010 meeting of the Centre Region Metropolitan Planning Organization.  They plan to make a recommendation that they want to collect a property tax on the properties for the gas.  


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to support the Commissioners instituting a Property Tax on Natural Gas.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.                    

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mr. Beigle reported that work on the tower at University Park Airport is ahead of

schedule.  Mr. Beigle has information regarding solar panels.  There will be solar panels on the terminal.  

· Authority Meeting Draft Minutes from June 1, 2010 are in the packet for review.

· Ms. Dainty reported on a Nittany Valley Planning Committee meeting.  There was a

report on affordable housing presented by Linda Marshall of the Centre County Planning Office.  The presentation is on the Centre County Website for interested viewers.     
· Mr. DeCusati reported on the Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization for

Highways.  They talked about the lack of funds in the budget to take care of the numerous road projects including the I99/I80 interchange.    

MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman reported that all the parks in Bellefonte look lovely and encouraged

Council members to visit them.   
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 341 East Linn Street/Gene and Eleanor Hutsky – replace existing rear deck with new enclosed rear deck of similar dimension, with materials and colors to coordinate with building.
2) 228 North Allegheny Street/True Fisher – replace old, deteriorated shed (that was recently demolished with HARB approval) with new, slightly larger shed in the same location and using the same colors.

Mrs. Dunne made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. DeCusati noted that the owners of the Cadillac Building are discussing the possibility of turning it into a parking garage.  

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Dunne reported that the bridge at Talleyrand Park is installed.  The Borough crew will install the new decking on the top of the bridge.  Work is being done on the sidewalks.  Also, work has begun in the former Claster’s area of the park.  


A contractor provided a bid for the wall at the Big Spring and will begin work within a week or two and will do the entire wall.


Mr. DeCusati reported that the railroad has repaired portions of the wall near the Gamble Mill.    
Finance and Government Performance – There is an invoice from Ameron in the amount of $73,699.50.  The invoice has been approved by the architect and project manager.
Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay the invoice to Ameron Construction in the amount of $73,699.50.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor reported that the Talleyrand Park Extension has the walkway around.  They are installing concrete for the light poles.  The deck is on the bridge.  He feels things are moving along smoothly.  The other parks have been mowed and things look good.  
Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the Bellefonte Borough/YMCA Kepler Pool agreement for pool management for the 2010 season.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
Mr. Holderman provided a letter to publicly acknowledge the following organizations for the planting of downtown flowers this spring:  Garden Genetics, who donated all of the flowers; the staff at OFI, Inc., the Garden Club, and Park and Recreation Staff who planted flowers.  Mr. Holderman especially recognized Ms. Sara Nagle (Garden Genetics) who organized the plantings and coordinated the donation of the flowers.  Council would like a thank you letter sent.
Ms. Dainty reported that the Relay for Life event held at Governors Park was very successful.  The organization enjoyed holding the event there.

Human Resources – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to appoint Frank Noll to the position of Assistant Superintendent at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
Safety – Mr. Wilson made a motion to approve Ordinance 06072010-01-Fire Services Agreement.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The ordinance approves the Fire Services Agreement.  A voice vote was passed with Mr. Halderman voting no.

Mr. Wilson attended a Fire Department Executive Meeting on May 27, 2010.  Prices were obtained from Centre Health Network for doing complete physicals for fire department personnel and volunteers.  Criteria was established for who would get the physicals, when and how they would be administered.  Council members would like financial figures.  The physicals would not start until 2011.  Ms. Dainty reported that originally the physicals would be provided for those who do not have health insurance or the health insurance did not cover physicals.  Mr. Wilson reported that it was noted that individuals could not use their own insurance because then copies of the results would not be provided to the Borough.  Ms. Dainty reported that a physical would be required to be able to fight fires and the results must be on file at the fire station.  If the physical is failed they will not be permitted to fight fires.  The physicals will cost $265 per person the first time and $235 per person thereafter. Mr. Wilson reported that this company also does physicals for the Alpha Fire Department and Boalsburg Fire Department.  This would not reduce the workmen’s compensation premium, but it is cheaper than a claim.  Mr. Goldman reported that the Undine Fire Department has 50 firefighters and the Logan Fire Department has 30 firefighters.  The oldest members will get their physicals first and more often.  EKG’s will be included in the physical.  Mr. Wilson would like all members of Council to get a copy of the information for review and then for discussion at the next Council meeting.    
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reviewed the water withdrawal report.  The Authority is selling a lot of water to the Marcellus Shale drillers.    

Mr. Stewart is forwarding a letter from Spring-Benner Walker Joint Authority to Mr. Blasko to get a legal opinion.    
Coca Cola will provide the funding to do leak detection.  

The Swiftreach system has not been used, but it is ready to use if necessary.  

Streets – Mr. DeCusati would like PennDOT to provide more details on Zion Road project.  Mr. DeCusati visited Wilson Street and Howard Street where a flashing light was recommended.  The foundation has been poured in anticipation of final approval from PennDOT.  Mr. Stewart is waiting for the permit for the flashing light.

A sign restricting the parking at the corner of Spring Street and Bishop Street was requested.  Chief Weaver will provide a recommendation as to what type of sign is appropriate.


Mr. Stewart reported that he received an email regarding the work Columbia Gas is doing on North Allegheny Street.  They ran into rock that slowed them down.  They plan to be finished, including restoration work, in two to three works.  They must drill under the road and if they hit rock it will slow them down.  They are coming down approximately as far as the school administration building.  Mr. Stewart will contact the regarding the patching.


Mayor Goldman has received several requests regarding when the fountains will be turned on and he would like a letter sent to the commissioners regarding this.  


Ms. Dainty reported a sinkhole at the corner of Bishop Street and Badger.  It was patched but is sinking again.     


Energy & Environmental Conservation – Mr. Novak attended the Spring Creek Watershed Commission meeting where they discussed a future training session regarding the well and borehole.  Mr. Novak recommended someone from the Borough attend the training.   
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart reported there are significant changes in the amendments for the

Sidewalk Ordinance.  The ordinance will be discussed at a work session.  Ms. Dainty feels there should be a public meeting regarding the ordinance so residents understand the ordinance.  
NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve Resolution #06072010-01 – Tax Collector

Fees.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mrs. Dunne made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of June 7, 2010 at 9:20 PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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