COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 15, 2010
www.bellefonte.net
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.  
ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Schneider, Provan, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 

Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager
Mayor Stanley Goldman 




Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Cynthia Hahn, Chris Summers, Garrett Lee, Steve Bell
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of November 1, 2010. Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  Ms. Dunne noted a spelling correction is required on page (3) from Eric Fulley to Eric Foley.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from JoAnn L. Knupp, President BHCA (Bellefonte Historical & Cultural

Association) requesting financial assistance for some of their programs.  Mrs. Dunne feels the request is for individual contributions rather than a contribution from the Borough.  
· A letter from Lisa Erickson, Library Director, Centre County Library & Historical

Museum requesting financial assistance for 2011 as well as a thank you note for past contributions.  

· A letter from Sherry Snyder, Para-transit Manager, CATA, regarding a meeting on

Monday, November 22, 2010 at 1:00 PM in the CATA Board Room at 2081 West Whitehall Road, State College.  The meeting is being held to obtain input on transportation needs, to hear suggestions for improving the CATA Ride program, and to discuss any other concerns or issues related to the program. 

· A letter from M. Toby Scott expressing concern regarding the safety of pedestrians
crossing at the intersection of Spring Street and Bishop Street.  A pedestrian sign was installed at the intersection.  

· A letter from Sarah J. Wetzel, President, Unit 33 Ladies Auxiliary, Bellefonte

American Legion, requesting the use of Talleyrand Park on Sunday, April 17, 2011 for an Easter egg hunt with a rain/snow date of Saturday, April 23, 2011.  The request also includes the use of the field by the Match Factory.  


Mr. Schneider made a motion to table the request. Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Patrick J. Ward, P.E., President, Uni-Tec Consulting Engineers,

regarding projects they would be able to assist with such as the Big Spring cover, electricity purchasing and the possibility of selling water to SCI Rockview.          

ORAL
· Steve Bell, Northwest Savings Bank, Bradford Area, addressed Council to discuss the

building project that is currently underway on Bishop Street.  Mr. Bell does not know when the access road at the front of the property will be available.  

Kerry Uhler Associates is the architectural firm that did the site design.  The site layout is unchanged from the land development plan.  The intent is to have the bank open by spring 2011.  PennDOT indicated the Highway Occupancy Permit to install the front driveway will not be issued before the project is completed.  Without the front entrance Fire Chief Bruno is concerned about getting fire apparatus to the back of the property.  Mr. Uhler designed the loop around the back and at the island and another place some reinforcements were installed.  It will appear to be grass, but there will be a heavy mat placed there that would support a fire truck if it goes over that area.  They plan to work with Russell Shuey and Chief Bruno to accommodate their concerns regarding access for fire apparatus.  

Mr. Stewart would like Mr. Uhler to write a letter addressing the concerns that he just shared with Council that will be forwarded to PennDOT.  Mr. Stewart will also ask Senator Corman and Representative Benninghoff if they could help to get the driveway open.  Mr. Uhler will be meeting with PennDOT on Tuesday, November 23rd, at 1:00 PM.  

· Garrett Lee previously addressed Council regarding a mirror he requested to be

installed on Stoney Batter, which is where his garage exits.  When Mr. Lee exits his garage he has no visibility.  Mr. Stewart informed Mr. Lee that he would be required to purchase the mirror and the Borough crew would install the mirror.  Mr. Lee stated he would cover the costs of the mirror.
· Ms. Dainty referred to someone that requested a handicap parking space at a previous

meeting.  The person has a handicap placard from the state, but she received a letter from the Borough stating she was required to have a doctor’s letter stating the necessity for the parking stall.  The person does not have any health insurance and it would be an unnecessary expense to obtain the doctor letter for the Borough.  Mr. Stewart clarified that several years ago the Borough was getting bombarded with requests for handicap parking spaces in residential districts so the Borough established a policy listing requirements to obtain the parking space.  Ms. Dainty would like the policy revisited because when you get the placard from the state you must have a doctor’s letter.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion override the ordinance and provide a handicap parking space to the individual.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The motion was denied.  The Streets Committee will review the ordinance/policy to be sure it makes sense.                      
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· None.
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman thanked everyone that attended the ceremony at Union Cemetery on

Sunday afternoon.  He reported that there were not very many Council people in attendance.  He thanked Ms. Dainty for the article The Lock Haven Express had on the front page reporting on the post-humus ceremony for the Colored soldiers.      
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

ZONING/PLANNING

· Planning Commission Draft Minutes from the October 25, 2010 meeting are in the

packet for review.  

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

1) 121 East Bishop Street – Aikens-construct fire escape from third floor.

2) 126 South Water Street – Alan Roy Realty, Inc. – demolish building.

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 121 East

Bishop Street.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

Mr. DeCusati made a motion approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 126 South Water Street to demolish the building.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.    HARB recommended that the building be saved.  Mr. Shuey reported that the building is in bad condition.  He reported the roof has a lot of damage and there is structural damage because it was left go for so long.  To bring the building up to code would be extremely expensive.  Chris Summers informed Council he has a heavy heart when he discusses the demolition of this building.  Mr. Summers reported that years ago there used to be landscaping in front of the building but with wider cars and road widening there is no space in the front of the building.  Mr. Summers will install a parking lot on the property of the demolished building.  You must look at everything as a whole to determine the economic infeasibility.  One thing is the payback and being able to generate the amount of revenue that would justify making that capital improvement as well as the lack of parking.  On the first floor you would only have a 12’ x 12’ space to work with.  Upstairs you could have two shallow apartments.  In the rear of the building you have issues with windows because of the hill.  Mr. Halderman feels this building is a prime example of the importance of having a Property Maintenance Code.  Alan Uhler, HARB, told Council that HARB had a difficult time making a decision on this building.  He reported that the charter of HARB is Historic Preservation and they are bound by guidelines and are not permitted to consider the financial aspects of the building.  A roll call vote was taken:  Wilson-yes; Dainty-no; Taylor-yes; Schneider-no; Provan-yes; Beigle-yes; DeCusati-yes; Dunne-no; Halderman-no.  The motion was approved 5-4.             


COMMITTEES

Building & Property – There was no report.   
Finance and Government Performance – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to pay an invoice to McQuaide Blasko, Inc. in the amount of $3,351.95.  ? seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to hire Young, Oakes, Brown & Company, P.C. to conduct the yearly audit for a fee of $17,425.00.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  It was suggested that the audit be bid out for 2011.  A voice vote was unanimous. 
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the application for payment to Ameron Construction in the amount of $22,172.20.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Lane Enterprises, Inc. sent a letter to Jim Taylor, Ameron Construction, regarding the black powder coated railing at Talleyrand Park.  Lane Enterprises does not provide a written warranty, but they will correct issues associated with defective powder coating work.  


Mrs. Dunne reported that the site for the edible garden will be dug up soon with topsoil and compost from the landfill added so planting can begin in the spring.  She would like to have the agricultural class from the High School participate in the project.      
Human Resources – Mr. Provan made a motion to accept the Benecon new proposal as a three-year product and leave the straight insurance behind.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  The employee payments will be commensurate with what is dictated by their contract.  The total cost is $571,778.76.  This program would provide an incentive for a wellness program.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
Safety – Mr. Wilson reported there will be a Fire Task Force Meeting on Wednesday, November 17, 2010, at 6:00 PM.  
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reported the minutes from the Authority meeting of November 2, 2010 were in the packet for review.  Council members expressed their appreciation for the minutes.


With the new refuse truck there is now a two-man crew.  The men reported that when the new garbage cans arrive it will make things much more efficient.  


The bulk water sales fees were raised to $6.00 per 1,000 gallons.  
Streets – The light for Howard Street has been ordered.  

Mr. DeCusati reported that leaf collection is ongoing and the crew is doing a good job. 


Sealing on the street cuts will be done soon.   


Energy & Environmental Conservation – There was no report.
OLD BUSINESS
· A letter from Lisa Korman, Administrator Centre County, Home Nursing Agency,

requesting Council to consider including a donation of $150.00 in the 2011 Municipal Budget.  This letter is referred to the Finance Committee for review.  

· Ms. Dainty made a motion advertise for public hearing Ordinance #1060-072009

01, which is a No-Smoking Ordinance in Talleyrand Park.  Ms. Dunne seconded the motion.  The ordinance will be written to include all of Talleyrand Park.  Mr. Beigle feels there is more of a problem with duck feces in the park rather than with someone smoking in the park.  A roll-call vote was taken:  Wilson-no; Dainty-yes; Taylor-no; Schneider-yes; Provan-no; Beigle-no; DeCusati-yes; Dunne-yes; Halderman-yes.  The motion passed.

· The Legislation dealing with firefighters and cancer passed.  Council requested that

Mr. Stewart send a letter to the Governor requesting that he veto the legislation.  Mr. Schneider reported when the legislation passed in California the cost increase for workmen’s compensation was .1%.  In another state there have only been ten cases that fall into this category.  The Alpha Fire Company stated the potential increase they are expecting is negligible.  The previous motion that directed Mr. Stewart to send the letter dictated “if the legislation was passed that week”.  

Ms. Dainty requested that Council follow the previous recommendation requesting the letter be sent.  
· Mr. Beigle will meet with Mr. Stewart to discuss Spring Township using the Borough landfill.  

NEW BUSINESS

· Courtesy Parking – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to institute Courtesy Parking from

Thanksgiving to the end of the year.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  If the meter is expired the parking enforcement officer will provide a courtesy ticket on the vehicle stating they have two hours of courtesy parking and the next time the person will receive an actual ticket.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept Resolution 11152010-01 regarding the Police

Pension Plan with an employee contribution rate of 3.9% for 2011.  Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.      

POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.  
TICKET EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.    
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of November 15, 2010 at 9:55 PM.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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