
COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 18, 2010
www.bellefonte.net
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Novak, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Hay
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Wilda Stanfield, Cindy Hahn, Ginny Newman, Kristen Albright, Rita Purnell, Lisa Peters, Rev. Keith G. Koch
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council
meeting of January 4, 2010.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of December 28,

2009.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  

PROCLAMATION

Mr. Stewart read a Proclamation from the Mayor and Council regarding the fire at the Cadillac Building.  The Proclamation commended the Bellefonte Borough Police Department,  the Bellefonte Borough Fire Department (Logan & Undine), the Spring Township Police Department, the Alpha Fire Department, Pleasant Gap Fire Department, Centre Hall Fire Department, Walker Township Fire Department, Milesburg Borough Fire Department, Philipsburg Fire Department, Burnham Fire Department, Dunnstown Fire Department, Bellefonte EMS, Pleasant Gap EMS, the State Fire Marshall, Centre County Emergency Management Agency, and American Red Cross for their response to this critical situation with calm professionalism.  The Proclamation commended the many residents making donations of cash and clothing as well as the employers of the volunteers for allowing them to assist in such a time of need.           

COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Sarah J. Wetzel, President, Unit 33 Ladies Auxiliary, requesting the use

of Talleyrand Park on Sunday, March 28, 2010 for a children’s Easter egg hunt with Saturday, April 3, 2010 being the snow date. 


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter and brochure from Kerry A. Benninghoff, State Representative, 171st
Legislative District.  The brochure offers 50 Energy Saving Tips – simple suggestions that are useful in helping to conserve energy and saved on utility bills.  

· A letter from Gene Weller, Coordinator, Centre County Toys for Tots, thanking the

Borough for their support of the program.  The letter also includes a Certificate of Appreciation.

· Emails were received from the following people requesting that Borough Council join

C-NET:  Amy Pfeffer, Millie Ragosta, Nancy Noll, Tamara Schuster, Candace Dannaker, JoAnn Knupp, Matt Hill, Cecil & Sally Houser, Wilda Stanfield, and Molly Fisher.  Other emails came into the borough today in support of the borough having council meetings broadcasted on CNET.       
ORAL
· Roger Herman, 143 East Curtin Street, feels Bellefonte has suffered losses in

architecture because of the actions of people as well as fire.  Mr. Herman made a proposal of the design of an inexpensive temporary visual foil for the Big Spring cover.  Mr. Halderman stated he has the same sentiments as Mr. Herman regarding the cover on the Big Spring.  

· Ginny Newman, 449 Sylvan Circle, expressed her concern regarding Kepler Pool and

the desire to keep the pool open.  It was explained that Benner, Spring and Marion Townships have not helped with the full financial shortage of the pool.  Bellefonte Borough is willing to pay its share of the shortages but can not afford to pay for the full amount of the financial loss.  A decision regarding the future of the pool will be made at the end of March.  Ms. Newman and the others in the group have children on the YMCA swim team and the High School swim team who are attending township meetings to encourage them to support the pool.  Ms. Newman also informed Council that she and the other parents are willing to offer some type of community service to provide maintenance to the pool.  Ms. Newman questioned the results of the feasibility study that was done on the pool.  Mr. Stewart reported that before progress could move forward to the next phase there would need to be cooperation with the surrounding Townships.  Mr. Wilson expressed that he appreciates the effort this group of people is making to keep the pool open and he expressed that no one at the Council table wants to close the pool.  Mr. Taylor offered to meet with Ms. Newman and her group on the Park & Recreation Committee.    

· Kristen Albright, YMCA Assistant Swim Coach and parent of two children who use

the pool daily.  She questioned whether grants were sought to cover the costs of the pool.  Mr. Stewart reported that grants are extremely tight at this time and there is very little money available.  There is a Facebook page supporting Kepler Pool and there is also a letter writing campaign for the support of Kepler Pool.  
· Wilda Stanfield encouraged Council to join C-NET and have the Council meetings

aired.                             
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· The Authority meeting minutes of January 5, 2010 are included in the packet for

review.  Ms. Dainty raised the question regarding why the water usage was much higher on one day than the others, but that is a day when the tank is filled.  

· There was a CCMPO meeting on January 13, 2010.  

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman had nothing to report.  
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 137 West High Street/Bob Bowersox for Ruffles and Treasures – replace existing sign with new sign; install new vinyl cling sign at bottom of storefront window.
2) 141 West High Street/Bob Bowersox for Cool Beans Coffee & More – install new two-sided sign from black metal bracket to the left of and above the coffee shop entrance.

3) 407-409 Willowbank Street/John McMullen – replace existing red ½ round and white K-style gutter with new seamless K-style gutters to match the red trim; replace downspouts.

4) 127 East High Street/Alan Uhler for Centre County Housing Authority – replace seven windows with fire rated assemblies in association with the previously approved fire escape project.

5) Talleyrand Park Extension/Don Holderman for Bellefonte Borough – construct walking path and railroad crossing, install fencing and bridge railing, and improve parking area.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the first four Certificates of Appropriateness. Mrs.

Dunne seconded the motion.  Mr. Beigle reported that there was a nice article on Cool Beans in Town & Gown.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the first four Certificates of Appropriateness.    

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Dunne made a motion to approve close the Community Conservation Partnership Grant Project.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
Finance – Mr. Taylor made a motion to file for audit the December 2009 vouchers in the amount of $1,109,458.84.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

December 2009
General


            16365 - 16511

  
$   288,868.26
Streetlighting



    591 - 595


$     12,199.26
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    891 - 912


$     53,228.04*
Fire Equipment


        1170


$          643.51
Parks & Recreation


  1208 - 1212


$       1,045.16


Water



       6675 – 6764, 1047

$   275,524.88
Sanitation


  1048-1049, 107, 7939-8006

$   767,183.14
Refuse




  1743 – 1767


$   130,813.07
Swimming Pool


    410 – 413 


$     17,723.16
CDBG


                                 198


$       4,286.37
Special Projects


     131, 161


$     67,300.00
Highway Aid



 128, 197 - 199

$     37,235.38
Capital Projects
                                   -


$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                                 111


$     82,435.00





                      Total:

$1,109,458.84
*Includes cost of hose for one company – to be reimbursed by loan.
Ms. Dainty reported that the new chairs were much needed.  


Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor reported that a letter was received from Ellie Trulick, Secretary/Treasurer, Marion Township, informing Bellefonte Borough that they will not be paying the 2009 Contribution to Kepler Pool invoice.  

A letter was sent to Howard Long, Bellefonte Family YMCA, regarding Kepler Pool’s status.  


Mr. Taylor discussed the status of the Teener League grant with Bill.  The grant was for $77,000.00 and currently the Teener League has raised $54,000.00.  Bellefonte Borough is contributing money as “in-kind” labor.  Allegheny Power informed the Teener League that the light pole can be used at a cost of $15,000.00.  The Teener League does not have the money and would like to borrow it from Bellefonte Borough to begin the project.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to loan the Bellefonte Teener League $15,000.00 interest free with the money coming out of the Roy Herlocher fund; details to be discussed.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The solicitor will draw up a contract for Council to approve and a repayment time will be decided.  A voice vote was unanimous.      

Human Resources – An Executive Session will be held at the end of the Council meeting to discuss a number of personnel issues.  

Safety – Mr. Wilson had nothing to report and requested clarification on the expectations of the Safety Chairman.  

Mr. Halderman would like the fire safety of historic buildings explored again.        

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle had nothing to report. 

Streets – Mr. DeCusati reported several residents were concerned with parking on West Beaver Street.  The residents requested that one-side parking be enforced.  The Streets Committee recommended not enforcing that at this time.    

Energy & Environmental Conservation – Bob Cook provided a memo regarding conserving energy and recycling at the wastewater treatment plant.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the C-NET proposal.  Mrs. Dunne seconded

the motion.  Mr. Taylor questioned whether the Borough can afford this.  Mr. Beigle supported Mr. Taylor’s comment.  Mr. Beigle feels the Borough cannot afford to joint C-NET at this time because of the Borough finances.  Ms. Dainty feels Council needs to answer to the constituents that would like C-NET.  Mr. Beigle recommended the community vote on whether Council joins C-NET.  Mr. Novak commented that Council wants the constituents to know what happens on Borough Council.  He recommended emailing the meeting minutes to the constituents because that would not be a huge expense or exploring other options.  It was suggested that the meeting agenda be put online before the meeting.  Mr. DeCusati also feels it is not the time to join C-NET because of budget issues.  Mayor Goldman feels that the money should be used to hire a needed police officer.  Mr. Halderman feels C-NET is a good option for the residents.  

A roll-call vote was taken:  Wilson – yes; Dainty – yes; Taylor – no; Novak – no; Beigle – no; DeCusati – no; Dunne – yes; Halderman – yes.  The vote was tied with four (4) yes and four (4) no.  Mayor Goldman voted to break the tie and voted no.  The motion was denied with five (5) no votes and four (4) yes votes.  


If Council would consider membership in C-NET it doesn’t have to happen in January.  C-NET’s bulletin board for government organizations on channel – 7 is available for organizations that are eligible for membership but choose not to be members.  Bellefonte Borough could send the agenda in and have it posted on that bulletin board at a cost of $19.00 per message.  

· Mr. Stewart is going to review old issues that were not resolved and they will be

placed on the agenda.        
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. DeCusati made a motion to have the Bellefonte Borough Yard Sale April 30th and

May 1st.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  Ms. Dainty questioned the possibility of having the yard sale at the end of May.  Mr. Stewart reported it was tried and the Public Works Department requested that time not be used in the future.  Mr. DeCusati and withdrew his motion and Mrs. Dunne withdrew her second.  The dates will be studied further.      
POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of January 18, 2010 at 8:49PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Council went into an Executive Session.  
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