DRAFT

COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 15, 2009
www.bellefonte.net
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Heidt,  
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager; 

Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Staff Present:  

Erin Hammerstedt, Historic Preservation Consultant
Guests:  
Mark Sherman, Ms. D.J. Lilly
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  Under personnel Mr. Hay did not second a motion that he made.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· An interoffice memo regarding the CDBG Consulting.  Mr. Aikens made a motion to retain Mr. Casher as the consultant until December 31, 2009.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to adopt Ordinance 264-070609-01 amending the Codified

Book of Ordinances, Chapter 264 Planning Commission – adopting provisions for allowing for an alternate to sit on the commission.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A carbon copy of a letter from John Sengle, President, Board of Trustees, Centre

County Library to Olin R. Blankenship regarding some issues he wrote about.
· A letter from Olin R. Blankenship, 231 North Spring Street, along with copies of

letters he sent to the Centre County Library regarding the Library renovation project.

· An invitation from the Bellefonte Community Band to its 25th Anniversary Concert

on Saturday, June 27th, at 3:00 PM at the Bellefonte Middle School.

· The Summer Sounds Concert Listing for the Summer of 2009 is:
June 14 – Bellefonte Community Band

June 21 – Bellefonte High School Jazz Band

June 28 – Ancient Echoes, Renaissance and Celtic Music, Hammered Dulcimer, Irish

Floor Harp and Guitar

July   5 – Jay Vonada, Jazz Trombonist

July 12 – Tommy Wareham on Piano

June 19 – Second Winds, Oldies and Dixieland

July 26 – Banjovial, Dixieland, Oldies and Jazz

August 2 – John Thompson on Piano

August 9 – Murphy’s Junction, 5 pc. Blue Grass, Old Time Folk Music, Country Tunes

and Original Sounds.


The concerts will be held in Talleyrand Park from 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  In the case of rain concerts will be held in the YMCA.  

· A letter from Kevin Weaver, 7199 Nittany Valley Drive, Mill Hall, writing on behalf

of several Mennonite churches from Central Pennsylvania requesting the reservation fee of $200.00 be waived for the use of the park on Saturday, August 8th to present a religious program.  


The Christian literature will only be passed out in their group and not throughout the park.  Mr. Aikens expressed concern that a precedent would be set if a waiver is rendered for church organizations.  His suggestion is to allow a reduced fee for not-for-profit groups that provide a Tax ID number.  Mr. Beigle suggested that a donation be requested from non-profit groups. 


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to request a donation from non-profit groups and to eliminate a designated fee.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Bellefonte Chamber of Commerce is requesting permission to use the Greens in

Talleyrand Park for a croquet tournament on Sunday, July 19th, from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM for their annual croquet tournament.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· The Bellefonte Railroad Society would like permission to hang a banner on the railing of Water Street for a few days to advertise train rides that will be held on Saturday, June 20th.   Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the hanging of a banner on the railing on Water Street.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.     

ORAL
· D.J. Lilly lives at 455 East Howard Street at the corner of East Howard Street and Wilson Street.  She addressed Council to do whatever is necessary to have the Borough request that PennDOT change that intersection from a two-way stop to a four-way stop.  According to her information from Bellefonte Borough police there have been twelve significant accidents at that intersection in the last five years.  According to her research it is 2.8 miles from that intersection to the next intersection going out of the Borough.  She said cars constantly speed on that section of the road.  


Council informed her that they have talked with PennDOT and PennDOT feels that a four-way stop at that intersection is not warranted.  A sign can be temporarily placed in that area that shows the speed a car is traveling.  Council informed her that the Police Department has increased their patrolling in that area.  The Borough is not permitted to install a “STOP” sign in that location.  


Council thanked her for her concern and for addressing them regarding this issue.

· Mark Sherman thanked Council for the on-site Streets Committee meeting and for measuring the street width on Potter Street.  At the end of the meeting he was asked to do a development plan for that area and he requested that Council reconsider that to the level of a site plan rather than a development plan because it is already developed and all he is doing is remodeling it.  Mr. Stewart informed him that Council is requesting that he follow the Land Development Ordinance and if the site plan mirrors a land development plan then it will be fine.  Mr. Sherman can obtain a copy of the Land Development Ordinance at the Borough Office.           
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Beigle attended the Airport Authority meeting.  The land transfer has been

completed.  The tower will be put out to bid in August 2009.  The Airport Manager informed Mr. Beigle that many flyers representing Bellefonte are passed out at the airport.  Mr. Beigle reminded people to slow down when they go past the airport because of safety issues.  Large fines are being given to vehicles illegally parked at the airport.      
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman commended Rodney Mitchell and his crew for the excellent job they

have done in the downtown area and in the parks.

Mayor Goldman reminded residents that the Bellefonte Cruise will be held Friday, June 19th, and Saturday, June 20th.


Mayor Goldman thanked the Bellefonte crew for the wonderful job they do in putting up and taking down the American flags in the downtown area.  


Mayor Goldman reminded residents of the train rides that will be given on Saturday, June 20th.  

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 117 East Linn Street/Michael & Deborah McAfee – remove the six four-over-four double-hung wood windows on the western end of the building and replace with new four-over-one double-hung wood insert windows painted to match the existing.
2) 408 East Linn Street/Matt & Liza Kelleher – install new one-over-one vinyl window in the western gable end of the building as required to convert the attic to living space.  Note:  the new dormer to the rear will not be visible from the public right-of-way, and does not require HARB review.

3) 232 Match Factory Place/Bob Bowersox for Centre County Bar Association – install new MDO sign of the previously approved size in the designated sign space above the entrance.  Colors to be yellow and black.

4) 136 West High Street/Barb Rossman – install new interior window cling sign for Shear Spirit.  Colors to be gold and white.

5) 124 North Allegheny Street/Miller Kistler and Campbell – install new metal railing on handicap ramp to match railing on adjacent door.

6) 105 East Curtin Street/Michael Immel – add appropriate architectural details to recently reconstructed side and front porches.

7) 131 North Thomas Street/Richard Sager – replace all existing windows with new one-over-one double-hung white vinyl windows of original size (not small like some are now); install tan vinyl siding (covering over boarded windows) and brown vinyl trim.  Shutters are not original, and will be removed.  Dormer and side porch will remain as is – but will be painted to match.

8) 221 West High Street/Kyle Crossman – repair building and repaint in new five-color paint scheme; replace double-hung windows with custom windows and wrap trim.

Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve all eight certificates of appropriateness as

submitted.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.
Finance – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to file for audit the May 2009 vouchers in the amount of $3,340,055.64.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Much of the expense was for the Wastewater Treatment Plant work.  A voice vote was unanimous.
May 2009 Vouchers

General



15563 – 15689

$   212,981.15
Streetlighting



     547 - 552


$       6,572.45      

Bellefonte Fire Dept.
  

     803 - 812


$       6,510.91   

Fire Equipment


   1147 - 1151


$     43,947.59
Parks & Recreation


   1062 - 1082


$       6,158.11       

Water


                     
   6334 – 6386

            $   150,741.18
Sanitation


     104, 7570 – 7628, 990

$2,674,775.11
Refuse



              1563 - 1589


$     61,510.22  

Swimming Pool

                383 – 386 


$       3,767.06
CDBG



      1037, 183-187, 441-444

$     36,084.23  

Special Projects


     147 - 148   


$     10,092.64
Highway Aid



          126


$   126,914.99 

Capital Projects


            -  


$              0.00
Bulk Water Sales                                            -


$              0.00






Total:


$3,340,055.64

Ms. Dainty pointed out that riff-raff collection cost the Borough $10,614.80.  

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor made a motion to amend the ordinance to make a “no-smoking” area in Talleyrand Park, which would be within fifty feet of the Train Station, Gazebo, Playground and restrooms at Talleyrand Park.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Taylor would like butt cans installed in other parks and other areas of Talleyrand Park.     
Personnel – Mr. Hay made a motion to appoint Doug Stanfield to fill the vacant position on the Bellefonte Planning Commission due to the resignation of Denny Meleshenko.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  Mr. Meleshenko will be presented with a key to Bellefonte and a proclamation.  Mr. Meleshenko served on the Planning Commission for 18 years.     A voice vote was unanimous.


Mrs. Brown pointed out that according to the PSAB personnel issues should not be sent via email and therefore Mr. Hay will request a hard copy before the next Council meeting.


Mrs. Brown informed Council that State Bill 101 passed the house and will move on and it is that anyone that violates the Sunshine Law will be given a fine of $1,000.00.  Council would like a refresher course on the Sunshine Law.   


Safety – Mr. Aikens had nothing to report.

Mr. Beigle reported that the Airport Authority commended the fire companies for the safety drill that was conducted at the airport.  


 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reported that fire hydrant repair is ongoing.  Mr. Stewart reported that recently a grant was applied for that would provide additional funds.  Five fire hydrant installations will be completed in the fall.  

The Hydrologist for Coca Cola gave a presentation at the Authority meeting of June 2, 2009.  Mr. Beigle would like Council to hear that presentation.  


The Daily Water Withdrawal/Instream Flow Report was in the packet for review.  


Work is nearing completion at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 1047 – Pretreatment of Industrial Waste.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  This involves changing some limits in the ordinance.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

 Streets – Mr. DeCusati and the Street Committee met on Potter Street at Mr. Sherman’s property.  Mr. Sherman requested the Borough to establish the where the street right-of-way is located and he in turn was asked to submit his land development plan.  

Mr. DeCusati will work on trying to get the request of a four-way stop on Howard Street moved forward.

Technology – There was no report. 
OLD BUSINESS
· The Shared Services Committee discussion group will have a speaker from the York,

PA area.  A study of the fire services in that area was conducted and a citizens group that had no ties to the city, borough, municipality or fire companies was used.  The Shared Services Committee would like to use ideas from this group to kick-start a local citizens group to do the same type of study in this area.  The meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 24thth, at 5:30 PM in the Bellefonte Middle School cafeteria.  The meeting will last approximately 1 – 1 ½ hours.  All interested citizens, volunteer fire personnel and elected officials are encouraged to attend.    
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart attended a class regarding Act 129, which is a Public Utilities Act.  The

Public Utilities, such as the electric company and gas company, are mandated to cut consumption by approximately 10% over a three to four year period.  They must go to municipalities and school districts and offer incentives to get them to cut back or change the technology they use in energy use and conservation.  There will be grants or assistance for Borough facilities to convert to more energy efficient pumps, motors, heating/cooling type uses.  The final draft of the legislation for this grant process is not yet completed.  This is a state legislation.  Mr. Stewart met with the local representative of Allegheny Power and is getting ready because Allegheny Power has a short time-line to show signs of energy reduction.   
· Columbia Gas will be doing pipe replacement on Water Street and are

replacing services as they go.  They are behind schedule.  If Columbia Gas gets too far behind schedule PennDOT will not pave until 2010.  Bellefonte Borough did some pipe work on South Water Street.  There are two main 12” water lines on South Water Street.  The older line is going to be abandoned.  It has been capped and has most of the leaks in.  The newer line had two leaks in and they have been repaired.  A hydrant was also replaced in that area.  

· The pavement on Allegheny Street will be replaced before the Bellefonte Cruise.  

· Mr. Halderman would like Mr. Stewart write a letter stating the intentions of Council

regarding the PSAB alert.  He is encouraged to send a fax and contact Senator Corman’s office. 

· Concrete replacement is being done at Bellefonte Elementary School and they need to

be notified of the colors that are permitted. 

· Council discussed the use of concrete versus baskets for repair of the wall along the race way.  Several Council members would like pictures of the proposed materials. 
· Mr. Halderman would like the Tracey Benson, Borough Solicitor, review contract

between Bellefonte Borough and Delta Development for the Bellefonte Waterfront District redevelopment project before it is signed.  
· Mr. Halderman received a letter and an email from a prominent attorney in State

College regarding a letter he had written about federal prisoners in the County jail.  The attorney felt the letter was good and provided Mr. Halderman with some additional information that he learned from a friend in Williamsport, PA.    
POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. Aikens seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
TICKET EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Aikens made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of June 15, 2009 at 9:20 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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