COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 3, 2009
www.bellefonte.net
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Aikens, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Hay, Beigle, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  

Erin Hammerstedt, Historic Preservation Consultant



Russell Shuey, Building Code Inspector




Dallas Gallo, Zoning Officer

Guests:  
Dan Schlegel; Monty, Brenda, & Montica, Confer; Andy Hains, S&A Homes; William Spedding, PennTerra Excavating; Randy Bracbill, Olin Blankinship
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of July 20, 2009.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from the executive committee of The Bellefonte Farmers’ Market

Association (Liam Goble, President; Whitney Duley, Vice President; Lois Stringer, Secretary; Dawn Burd, Treasurer) requesting a meeting with Council to discuss the current and future status of the market.  The Farmers’ Market Association also requested permission to move the Farmers’ Market to Allegheny Street and Howard Street during the Arts & Crafts Fair.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to move the Farmers’ Market to Howard Street & Allegheny Street during the Arts & Crafts Fair.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· The PSAB (Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs) Fall Leadership Conference

will be held Friday October 16th – Sunday October 18th, 2009 at the Courtyard by Marriott Ambassador Conference Center in Erie, PA.  Council members should let Mr. Stewart know if they plan to attend.  
· A letter from Susan B. Hannegan and Daniel R. Clemson, co-coordinators for the PA

Historical Marker Project, to Ms. Galle, Historical Marker Program, submitting additional documentation to support the Pennsylvania Historical Marker nomination of St. Paul’s A.M.E. church in Bellefonte.


The letter also includes information regarding the 150th anniversary celebration of the present St. Paul edifice, which will be held August 21st – 23rd, 2009.  

· A letter from Pam Long, Communications Director, Centre County United Way,

requesting permission to install the United Way thermometer in front of Talleyrand Park for the duration of the Centre County United Way campaign which runs from August 26, 2009 through January 2010.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· The June 2009 Kepler Pool report was provided for Council to review.  

· A letter from Michael A. Baglio, P.E., District Traffic Engineer, Engineering District

2-0, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation stating that they will conduct a study regarding having a mid-block crosswalk installed along S.R. 144 near West Linn Street.

· A letter from Michael A. Baglio, P.E., District Traffic Engineer, Engineering District

2-0, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  The study was completed on S.R. 144 near West Linn Street and it was determined that the location of the requested crosswalk is within 300 feet of the intersection with North Spring Street and regulations do not permit a crossing within 300 feet of this intersection.  PennDOT stated that the Borough could install one at Shugert Lane, a location of 150 feet to 200 feet of where the property owners recommended one.  Mr. DeCusati would like Borough staff to explore options that would slow traffic in that location.  Mr. Aikens recommended installing signs that identify upcoming crosswalks.  Council members also recommended a flashing sign stating “Children at Play”.  

· A carbon copy of two letters to Senator Jake Corman from Mary Frances Severino

and Sarah R. Duttera, Opportunity Centre Clubhouse regarding the Airport Road Pedestrian Death and a Follow-Up letter.

Mr. Stewart talked with Jim Eckert from Senator Corman’s office and he is recommending that Council again write a letter to PennDOT requesting they install new sidewalks during their upcoming road expansion to include a turning lane in that location in April 2011.  Currently the bid specifications that have gone out do not include any new sidewalk improvements.  

Mr. Heidt made a motion that another letter be written to PennDOT requesting that they include sidewalks in the upcoming road upgrade project in April 2011.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· An invitation from the Penn State Federal Credit Union to an open house in

celebration of their newest location at 123 Amberleigh Lane on Monday, August 10th from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM with the ribbon-cutting ceremony at 2:00 PM.  RSVP’s must be made by Wednesday, August 5th.  

· A letter from Erin L. Grenoble Clouser, Bellefonte CROP Walk Chairperson, Faith

Church, requesting permission to hold a CROP Walk on Sunday, October 18th. 


Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A PSAB Affairs Action Alert requesting elected officials to contact their State

Representatives and State Senators in regard to the County & Municipal Property Tax Relief Act (HB1858), which involves the sales tax increase that would benefit municipalities.  Ms. Brown stated she feels this should be done on an individual basis rather than as a Borough.  Other Council members concurred.                  

· Mr. DeCusati received a letter from Olin Blankenship regarding the colors used on Mr. Blankinship’s neighbors’ home at 232 North Spring Street.  Mr. Blankenship’s expressed concern that the work being completed is “maintenance” while the homeowner feels the color being painted is being done “in-kind”.  Mr. Blankenship believes the color is different.  He has contacted HARB members regarding the color and they have examined the color on site.  Mr. Blankenship still feels the homeowner needs to go before HARB at a meeting.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that “in-kind” replacements do not have to go before HARB.

ORAL
· Halloween is Saturday, October 31, 2009.  Mrs. Dainty made a motion to observe

Trick-or-Treat night on Saturday, October 31st, from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  The annual Halloween Parade sponsored by HBI will be held on Sunday, October 25th.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Ms. Dainty reported that the Bellefonte Arts & Crafts Fair will be held Friday, August

14th and Saturday, August 15th.  The configuration of the fair will be changed this year.  The artists will be staggered down the center of the street.  The booths will not be placed back to back but will be in one row, which will allow room on each side of the street for emergency vehicles to get through.  All businesses in the downtown area are aware of the Arts & Crafts Fair.         
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman had Mr. Don Holderman read a proclamation to the Saint Paul

African Methodist Episcopal church on Saint Paul Street in honor of the celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the church for their service to God and the community on August 9, 2009 through August 23, 2009.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· E. Hammerstedt informed Council that she, the Borough Manager, Assistant Borough

Manager, Code Enforcement Officer and the HARB Consultant visited 232 North Spring Street in regard to a complaint from a neighbor stating the paint color was not the same. 


HARB had one person apply to become a HARB alternate.  There are currently no openings on the board, except for Registered Architect.  She will present the letter from Olin Blankenship to HARB at the meeting of August 11th and will provide a recommendation to Council at the next meeting.   

HEARING
· Mr. Halderman opened the hearing for public comment related to the proposed R-4

Zoning Amendment regarding townhouses.


Andy Haines, S&A Homes, 121 Old Gatesburg, State College, PA  16803 introduced Bill Spedding from PennTerra Engineering.  Mr. Haines stated they are proposing to add an additional phase to the existing Beaver Farms, which are apartments owned by the Housing Authority.  S&A is partnering with the Housing Authority to develop forty workforce housing units – two, three and four rental townhouse units – on the remainder of the site.  S&A has been working with the housing Authority for approximately two years to secure funding from the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency to develop.  Mr. Haines stated affordable, workforce housing in the County is a big issue and there is a tremendous need in the area.  Of the 200 units that he has built with S&A in the past ten years there are combined waiting lists of over 200 people.  They have developed Foxhill Apartments Phase II on the Benner Pike, which are senior apartments.  There is a similar apartment complex in Pleasant Gap and there are also two in State College Borough.  The next phase at Beaver Farms would not be subsidized housing, which is what Phase I is.  The next phase would be income restricted affordable workforce housing.  In Phase I the tenants only pay 30% of the monthly income they have and the Housing Authority makes up the difference.  The new phase would be a tiered rental situation based on income levels.  The average rent would be approximately $525.00.  It would range from a couple units at $120.00 per month to units at $687.00 per month.  Low Income Housing Tax Credit Projects do not get tenants that are assisted by the Housing Authority, but rather those that do not qualify for Section 8, but still have a housing need.  They get a lot of people earning from $20,000.00 - $35,000.00 per year who can’t purchase a house in the Centre County area and therefore are commuting a long distance or are living in substandard housing.  


Mr. Haines stated the goal is to build affordable workforce townhouses that have two, three and four bedrooms that will range in square footage from 1,000 – 1,500 square feet.  The townhouses would have their own front and rear entry with patios in the rear where parents could see their children playing.  The development is supported by the Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition and the Borough of Bellefonte.  The project will have a community room that will have an on-site property manager.  There will be supported services provided through the housing transitions, which is a community social service agency based out of State College.  There will be a laundry facility, community room and community kitchen where residents can eat.  


There are also plans to do improvements to Phase I of Beaver Farms.  There is $100,000.00 allocated to make external improvements.  S&A Homes and the Housing Authority will lease the land for Phase II.  The goal of S&A is to own the projects and maintain their good reputation.  Mr. Haines is aware of community concerns regarding Phase I regarding police calls and other issues.  Mr. Haines can provide recommendations from Tom King, State College Chief of Police, regarding the two family developments.  The police calls for these two places are lower than any other apartment in the area.  Mr. Haines hopes that with providing tiered income that would help drive the community to improve itself.  Council members DeCusati and Dainty would like to know what the police calls are at Beaver Farms Phase I.  Also, Council members Heidt and DeCusati questioned the need for more low-income housing in Bellefonte.  In State College there is no R-4 district.  S&A did a market study and it showed an overwhelming need for affordable housing in this community.  Mr. Haines reiterated that this is not low-income housing but affordable workforce housing.

Mr. Haines informed Council that the zoning allows the construction of multi-family housing.  What they would like to build is a nice, low-impact community of forty units that provide townhouses.  The existing zoning ordinance allows somebody to construct a four, five or six story of many more units on that site, which is not the goal of Mr. Haines or S & A.  The goal is to install 100 units on this piece of ground.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that the current zoning permits multi-unit housing at that location.  He feels what Mr. Haines is proposing is a better fit and is a lesser impact than what could potentially be proposed.  Ms. Dainty informed Council that workforce housing is different than low-income housing.  She stated as a single person this housing would be for people like her, but she expressed concern with Beaver Farms Phase I.  Mr. Haines again informed Council that there will be three units that will pay $120.00, but the remaining 37 units will pay either $482.00, $592.00 or $607.00.  Mr. Heidt questioned why market housing wasn’t built in that area.  Mr. Haines stated market rate housing in this area…rental housing…there is no demand for it and the problem is the money they receive from PHFA permits them to build a very nice product and keep the rents low.  If they built market rate apartments they would need to rent them for about $700.00 and financially the economics of it doesn’t work.  There is not a lot of market rate rental housing, except in State College where there is student housing.  Mrs. Brown questioned how it would compare with Ville Du Parc.  Mr. Haines feels it is a better product.  Mr. Haines does not know yet who will manage the complex.  The Housing Authority would like to manage it but he is not sure whether they have the capabilities to manage a tax credit development because of the requirements.  The properties are managed through NDC Management.  Mr. Haines highly suggests that Council members drive down Southgate Drive in the Borough of State College and see his development compared to the other developments on the street, as well as the one on Waupelani Drive.  Mr. Haines stated they are trying to improve the appearance of Beaver Farms Phase I because if the area around it is improved they will get better tenants and get people that care more about their unit.  If the units aren’t being taken care of the tenants will not take care of them either.  Mrs. Brown questioned whether Phase I would deter people from moving into the next phase.  Mr. Haines stated the new phase is general occupancy with no age requirements.  This phase would be a taxable property, whereas Phase I is not a taxable property.  

Mr. Gallo informed Council that the Planning Commission reviewed this project.  Being an R-4 does permit townhouse use.  The Planning Commission reviewed the presentation with S&A Homes.  The amendments are in regard to how the townhouses can be built and how many can be connected together.  The proposal includes four ADA apartments within this community.  The Planning Commission made the recommendation to amend the ordinance for townhouses and this would only be in the R-4 district, not in the R-1 district.  This would be the last location to build on an R-4 district in Bellefonte.  Mr. Gallo reported the owner of the only remaining R-4 property that could be developed, to the best of his knowledge, currently has no intentions of doing so.  Mr. Gallo stated when this project began in the 1980’s it was proposed that it would be more than a one-phase project and that is in the minutes.  The townhouses are permitted by zoning with just some amendments to the actual number of buildings as far as units there can be tied together.  The change is going from a six-unit to the maximum of a fifteen unit, which would have the ADA apartments on either end.  This proposal went through Centre County Planning Office and came back with some minor recommendations, which the Borough’s Planning Commission reviewed and accepted.  This is what is before Council tonight as far as the R-4 zoning amendment proposal.  

Mr. Haines stated when the project was initiated they sat down with Mr. Gallo and Ms. Hannegan and described what they would like to do.  At that time, Mr. Gallo and Ms. Hannegan explained that the Borough was in the process of revising the zoning ordinance but they believed at the time that the changes would still allow S&A to do what they proposed.  He stated what he really is trying to do is “down” zone the area.  He stated S&A is not asking for additional units.  He reminded Council that the ordinance allows for many more units than they would like to do.  Mr. Stewart commented it is actually a significant improvement over what could be built in this location.  Mr. Haines stated S&A has no interest in building a five-story apartment building.  Mrs. Brown questioned whether anyone looked at the Foxhill Apartments when they were having an open house.  She saw them and expressed how nice they are.  Mr. Aikens expressed how beautiful the apartments are.  
Mr. DeCusati asked what the zoning changes are that are being requested.  Mr. Gallo stated that one change is the largest number of dwelling units together would be fifteen rather than the previous six.  The length of the townhouses would be increased.  Mr. Haines stated the zoning ordinance allows for multi-story buildings that could be 35’ high (three stories).  If S&A wanted to populate the area with more townhouses than proposed they could do that per the ordinance, but they are trying to provide a better quality house rather than stacking apartments on top of each other.  Per the current ordinance there could be forty units in a two-story building, but S&A doesn’t think that provides the better living standards than a townhouse would.  Another change is access to each dwelling.  It currently reads there would be a front and a rear entrance.  It is proposed to read the requirement of two independent outside entrances, at least one of which is located on an opposite or a butting unit elevation.  The reason for that are the two ADA apartments on the end units so they could do a front and a side entrance proposal entrance to those. 


Another proposed change is the design of the roof lines being waived for these units.    Mrs. Brown expressed her concern over the influx of traffic onto Bishop Street off of Airport Road.  Mr. Stewart stated the developer would be required to perform a land development plan and also PennDOT would likely `require a traffic study, which would be addressed through the Planning Commission.  Ms. Dainty questioned whether there will be a sidewalk connecting to Bishop Street.  Mr. Haines stated there currently is a sidewalk along Beaver Lane and the sidewalk would be continued in front of the units.  The units would be built by the same contractors that build homes for S&A.  Mr. Stewart questioned whether there would be a way to connect this property with the bikeway path that ends on the Sieg property.  Mr. Haines stated this property is landlocked.  Mr. Taylor stated the school may want to install a track.  Mr. Haines stated the Housing Authority has granted the school district an easement to get into the rear of the property.  Mr. DeCusati questioned the quality of life for the units.  Mr. Haines reminded that there is a community building and that by ordinance they must increase the playground area.  The community building could be available to the residents of Phase I on a limited basis because of the laws regarding the financing.  The community building will be open to the residents with a key fob and will be monitored.  Again Mr. Haines recommended that Council go to the other developments and examine them.  Mr. Aikens questioned what if Mr. Haines cannot fill his units and has to build a Section 8 to attract tenants.  Mr. Haines stated they are limited to how many units could be taken for Section 8, which are three units.  If Mr. Haines takes more than three he would need to go back before the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency, which provided the financing and inform them that he would like to have more Section 8 housing.  He stated as part of the land development plan they could do a rider that would require them to inform the Borough.  He stated the Section 8 program in Centre County is tapped out.  Mr. Haines stated when background checks are done on people moving in they cannot have a criminal record.  He stated they do much more extensive checks than any market rate apartment complex in the area.  He stated they do more of a criminal check than when someone sells a house.  He also checks Megan’s Law.  He also certifies what the income of the person is and what their job status is.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to close the hearing.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to close the hearing.

Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the amendment to the R-4 Zoning.  Mrs.

Brown seconded the motion.  The motion did not pass.  

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to table the vote until information is received from the

Police Services and Fire Services on Beaver Farms Phase I.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  The motion will be tabled until there is a motion to take it off the table.  

· Mr. DeCusati made a motion that the Confer’s be given a temporary Certificate of

Occupancy pending completion of any architect’s review and completion of any work from that review that is required to meet the State’s Uniform Construction Code (UCC) issues.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  Mr. Stewart spoke with the Borough Solicitor and asked about this scenario.  The solicitor stated the Borough is accepting a huge amount of liability by issuing a temporary Certificate of Occupancy.  If someone would get hurt the Borough is on the hook because they are waiving a life safety issue to put someone in that building prior to that issue being satisfactorily addressed.  Mr. Stewart highly recommends that Council does not do this because they are putting the Borough’s finances and assets at risk.  Mr. DeCusati stated the Solicitor is not present to ask questions about what Mr. Stewart is saying and he feels the Borough has the liability now because these regulations have been in place since 2004.  According to Mr. DeCusati, that means there are businesses in that building that have moved in since 2004 that the inspection officer did not make any issues with them so therefore the Borough already has liability.  Mr. Stewart stated Council has knowledge of this and therefore they cannot plead ignorance or say they didn’t know about it.  Mr. Stewart admits there are perhaps things that have slipped through and there are people that are grandfathered until there is a change in use, but those are legal and those are existing.  In this particular instance, everyone in the office and everyone on Council is aware of this situation.  To waive it, Council is extending the liability of the Borough if something were to occur.  Mr. Stewart quoted the Solicitor, Tracey Benson when saying “it could be criminal” if someone were to get hurt as a result of this action.  Mr. Holderman added that a certificate must be issued by Russell Shuey.  Mr. Holderman won’t speak for Russell, but his certifications are at risk if he were to sign a certificate of occupancy knowing the space in question was not compliant with the codes he is to uphold.  Mr. Aikens expressed concern that a very dangerous precedent is being set.  Mr. Halderman feels it’s a dangerous precedent and he stated it is Mr. DeCusati’s responsibility to protect the Borough.  Mr. DeCusati feels what he is doing is for the Borough.  Mr. Halderman reminded Mr. DeCusati that he is putting the Borough at risk, which Mr. Stewart reminded, is what the Solicitor has stated.  Mr. Stewart requested Mr. Benson attend the meeting, but he was unable to do so due to another commitment.  Mr. DeCusati stated he is not doing anything criminal.  Again, Mr. Stewart pointed out from all of the information he has gathered, including the Solicitor’s opinion, if someone were to get hurt in a building in which Council waived a life safety compliance issue or looks the other way, that it could be criminal.  Mr. DeCusati stated he is not looking the other way.  Mr. Stewart reminded him he wants to waive a life safety requirement and he does not have the authority to do it.  Mr. DeCusati feels it is not there today. Mr. Stewart stated the codes view it differently as has been pointed out.  Mr. Stewart stated until an architect certifies the ceiling has a two-hour fire rating, we cannot possibly know.  Mr. DeCusati is not saying they don’t have to have an architect, because he is asking them to have one come in.  Mr. Stewart stated to Mr. DeCusati; “you are asking them to move in before the architect comes in and performs the work”.  Mr. Stewart stated that nobody we’ve spoken to in other Municipalities would even consider waiving a life safety issue.  Mr. DeCusati stated when there was a beauty salon there it was the same real risk to life and limb.  Mr. Stewart stated we are not arguing that fact, but those that drafted the state codes evidently disagree.  Mr. Halderman stated Council cannot change the law.  Mr. DeCusati feels he is following the law.  He is going by what he was told by a Labor and Industry Representative recommended to him.  He stated he did not come up with this by himself.  Mr. DeCusati feels Council is dealing with interpretation issues.  Mr. Stewart stated in this instance, there are no interpretation issues.  Mr. Taylor asked if it could be said that it be approved on the day that the architect says the ceiling met the code?  Mr. Stewart stated if the Borough received a letter from the architect stating the ceiling was compliant with the code, the Borough would issue a Certificate of Occupancy the same day.  Mr. Holderman stated contingent on the life safety issues being resolved Russell is willing to waive the accessibility issues for 90-120 days to allow the owners to meet compliance on these issues.  Mr. Heidt stated there wasn’t a life safety issue a year ago. Mr. Stewart reiterated that Councilman Heidt is correct and further stated it became a life safety issue when it was learned there would be a “change-in-use” to that space.   Mr. Stewart stated Mike’s Video recently went through this with the same scenario.  It’s a “change-in- use” and the codes, as written, apply when the change causes an increase in hazard—which are clearly specified in the code.  Mr. Stewart stated it is in black and white and is as clear as day.  Mr. Aikens stated if the beauty shop had a fire, their insurance company would have taken care of any liability issues.  Mr. Stewart stated the Borough would not be liable in that situation.  Mr. Aikens stated this is where the Borough has done this for so long and it is so frustrating.  Up until 2004 there were a lot out of compliance.  Mr. Aikens stated the Borough is finally starting to enforce the codes that should have been enforced for a very long time, at least 20 years ago.  He went on to say that unfortunately the Confer’s are operating under the status quo and now we have a vigilant enforcement officer.  Mr. Aikens is ignorant of the rules until somebody brings them to his attention.  Mrs. Brown knows that Sam Stoltzfus building slipped through the cracks.  Mr. Stewart asked Erin Hammerstedt if other communities are facing these problems.  She stated if Council is going to do this they must let people know.  A roll call vote was taken:  Brown-yes; Dainty-yes; Taylor-yes; Aikens-no; DeCusati-yes; Heidt-yes; Halderman-no.  The motion passed to permit occupancy.  Mr. Halderman told Council they would have to live with the vote and he did not feel they were protecting the Borough.  Mr. Halderman requested that Mr. Stewart have the solicitor write his opinion and send it to everyone on Council.  Mr. Aikens feels the legislator’s needs to be contacted and informed that Harrisburg is bankrupting the small towns and the codes need to be reviewed.  Mrs. Brown feels Council needs to make the landlords aware of the fact that Council is now enforcing the codes.                                      

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· None.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown thanked the PA CareerLink Team of six people ages 17-20 for the remarkable jobs they completed during the six weeks working for the Borough doing jobs such as painting garage doors; public works break room; painting all Borough parking meters; removing debris in Spring Creek from the waterfalls; completing various projects at the wastewater treatment plant.  This was a wonderful program for Bellefonte and extremely beneficial.  Mrs. Brown thanked Mr. Holderman for recommending CareerLink.  Mr. Holderman reported that Zeke Pletcher did a lot of the day-to-daywork with this program.  

Mrs. Brown made a motion to receive the PA Conservation Works Grant and Attached Resolution.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mrs. Brown would like the Borough to explore the option of purchasing a gas station that is for sale on Bishop Street and then possibly rerouting Airport Road then in the future move Parkview Boulevard and install a traffic light.  Mr. Stewart will ask them to consider that.      
Finance – Ms. Dainty reviewed the liability insurance for the Borough of Bellefonte.  It went into effect on Saturday, August 1st.  The largest jump was in workers compensation.  Last year the total liability insurance was $161,731.00 and for this year it will be $172,453.00.  She feels the insurance company has done a fine job of watching the budget.  Mr. Stewart found $5,000 to be saved that people have missed for several years.  Mr. Holderman reported that the workers compensation was a 23% increase on the premium.  Mr. Stewart stated that the Hartman Agency is outstanding with their service to the Borough.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the grant for the Municipal Lot on Howard Street.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  There is a possibility that the lot by the Waffle Shop will get some updates.    


Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor reported there was a meeting regarding Talleyrand Park.  Permits for the bridge will be in soon.  Bob Dorman is exploring lighting options.  If LED lights are successful in the downtown area they will be used in this area.  It needs to be determined whether a concrete walkway or asphalt walkway will be installed.  Mr. Holderman reported that the RFP could be prepared and ready to be advertised by late this calendar year.  Mr. Taylor reported there is a bare section in Talleyrand Park and he suggested planting some rose bushes.  
Personnel – There was no report.

 Safety – Mr. Aikens commented about the many police calls for disorderly conduct with many repeat offenders.  He suggested if a landlord has a tenant that gets a certain amount of callouts within a time frame (perhaps three in six months) then the landlord must evict the person or the public housing permit must be withdrawn.  Mr. Aikens has tenants in his buildings that complain about repeat offenders on Spring Street and Logan Street.  He has asked staff to research this.  Mr. DeCusati noted there was an article in the CDT stating State College is looking into the student rentals and the repeated incidents with drunkenness.  Mrs. Brown reported when her daughter lived in State College if the landlord received three notices the permit was not renewed the next year.  Mr. Heidt stated there must be some caution because it is difficult for landlords to evict tenants.  

 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Stewart reported that there was a one-person style refuse truck demonstrated in the Borough.  The Borough is exploring the option of purchasing a truck of this style in the future.  The truck has a 30 yard compaction size and it was a little more difficult getting through the alleys and lanes.  Thursday, August 13th, a second truck will be coming in to give a demonstration.  

 Streets – Mr. DeCusati reminded Council that staff will explore solutions to the speed problem on West Linn Street.  Mr. DeCusati reported that PennDOT fixed the railing on that section of road.  The road was closed to do core testing as part of their study regarding the stability of the road.  The study will be completed by the end of summer.  

Mr. DeCusati reported there was an issue with the intersection of Wilson Street and Howard Street.  There was a meeting with PennDOT to develop a solution, but nothing has been determined.  Mr. Stewart reminded council that PennDOT would like to do another study in the fall to complete another traffic study.  A temporary sign has been installed to display the speed limit and the speed a car is traveling.  

Mr. Beigle made a suggestion to install a stop sign at the intersection of Beaver Street and Wilson Street.  Mr. Aikens would like a stop sign installed at the intersection of High Street and McAlister Street making it a four-way stop.  Mr. Taylor suggested installing a turning lane at the intersection of Bishop Street and McAlister Street.  
The state highway ends around St. Paul Street going up Halfmoon Hill.  Mrs. Brown reported that people have been speeding down that road.  Chief Weaver feels the speed limit should be lowered on that turn coming down the hill.      


Technology – Mr. Heidt reminded Council members to have a good backup installed on their laptops.  He recommended the Carbonite off-site backup.  It has a reasonable price and unlimited storage space.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Holderman informed Council that when the Borough’s CDBG Consultant was still involved in the program, he had applied for the CDBG Recovery Funds, $33,000.00.  The selected activity was an eligible activity, but DCED sent an email stating it didn’t meet the intent of the ARRA statue.  They requested a one-day turn around on a different project.  A project was submitted for extending the wall by the waterfalls and the retaining wall behind the Big Spring.

· Mr. Holderman stated General Code was selected to do the Codification.  The plan is

to get this on E-Code360 so it will be on the website and the codes will be up-to-date.  The prediction is for this to happen within fifteen months.        
 NEW BUSINESS
· Submittal of an application for a Permit-by-Rule to  DEP for the composting site this is a requirement by DEP based on the Centre County Solid Waste Authority for Bellefonte to do composting of the leaves and grass clippings.  

· Mr. Stewart received an email from State College Borough and other surrounding

municipalities.  They would like to establish an energy purchase co-op to include electricity, gas, etc.  Mr. Stewart will check into it.

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to cancel the August 17, 2009 Council meeting.  Mr. Heidt

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of August 3, 2009 at 9:45 PM.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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