COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 4, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Mayor Stanley Goldman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

OATHS OF OFFICE

Mayor Goldman had Mr. Novak, Mrs. Dunne, Mr. Wilson, Mr. DeCusati, and Mr. Hay repeat the Oath of Office.  
ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Novak, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 
 None
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 




Mayor Stanley Goldman

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Holly Wilson, Mike Rose, Kerry Benninghoff
Election of Officers


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to elect Frank Halderman as Council President.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to elect Vana Dainty as Council Vice-President.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mr. Beigle made a motion to close the nominations.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.



Ms. Dainty made a motion to elect Paul DeCusati as Chairman Pro-Tem.  Mr. Halderman seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 


Mayor Goldman reported that Officer McGarvey is retiring after 25 years of faithful service to Bellefonte Borough.  Mr. Stewart read a copy of a citation received for Officer McGarvey from Senator Corman.  Mr. Stewart read a Letter of Recognition presented to Officer Maurice McGarvey from Mayor Stanley Goldman.  State Representative Benninghoff expressed his appreciation for Officer McGarvey and read a copy of a citation for him from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.    

Mayor Goldman relinquished his seat as chair of the meeting to Mr. Halderman.  Mr. Halderman expressed his appreciation to Council for their confidence in electing him as Council President again.  He thanked the Council members for their willingness to serve as Bellefonte Borough Council members.  
APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the following board members:



Industrial Development Board – Richard Kisslak, Five (5) Year Term 



Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission – Vana Dainty, Robert Dannaker, Two (2) Year Term 



Shade Tree Commission – Megan Weaver, Three (3) Year Term 



Housing Board of Appeals – Dennis Rider, Berton Reese, Five (5) Year Term


Zoning Hearing Board – Greg Thal, Five (5) Year Term; Solicitor William G. Tressler



Planning Commission – Randy Brachbill, Four (4) Year Term 



Historical Architectural Review Board – Reggie Aviles, Four (4) Year Term
Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  There are a few new people for these positions.  Council members would like an updated list of the various board members and all of Council members as well.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of December 21, 2009.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Tom Zilla, CRPA Senior Transportation Planner, Centre County

Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) requesting the Borough to reappoint the current representatives to the MPO Technical and Coordinating Committees or to make new appointments for 2010 for at least a two-year term.  Bellefonte Borough is represented on the MPO Committees by non-voting members.  The committee meets monthly.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to appoint Mr. DeCusati to serve on the committee; Mr. Gallo will be the assistant; Mr. Halderman will serve as an alternate to Mr. DeCusati.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Food Safety

and Laboratory Services, Registration.  The Farmer’s Market Registration was received.  A Farmer’s Market meeting will be held before the season begins.  

· A letter from Cynthia L. Hahn, Executive Director, C-NET, with an updated proposal

regarding the possibility of Bellefonte borough resuming membership in C-NET in 2010.  The proposal includes an outline of services along with the cost of services.  Because the membership base has increased the cost for members is reduced.  The cost for Bellefonte Borough would be $13,520.00.  Council members are encouraged to think about this and discuss it at the next Council meeting.  Ms. Dainty encouraged Council members to call Cynthia Hahn and discuss this.

· A letter from James Moon, Centre Hall, regarding Mr. Moon’s vehicle backing into a

fire hydrant on Howard Street.  Mr. Moon is requesting that Bellefonte Borough pay the expense of $1,281.01 to get his car repaired.    Mr. Comly examined the situation and does not feel the vehicle repair expense should be the responsibility of the Borough.  Mr. DeCusati reported that the fire hydrant is in the street and is at a height that it would be difficult to see when in a vehicle.  He feels there is some merit to this complaint. 


Mr. Beigle made a motion to deny the request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A roll-call vote was taken.  The motion passed with Council members voting as follows:  Wilson-(?); Dainty-yes; Taylor-yes; Hay-no; Novak-yes; Beigle-yes; DeCusati-no; Dunne-no; Halderman-yes.

· There are various dates and locations for the 2010 Newly Elected Officials Training. 

New Council members will need to inform Mr. Stewart which training they would like to attend.                      
ORAL
· State Representative Benninghoff congratulated everyone on their positions.  Mr.

Benninghoff and his staff had several things to thank the Borough for.  He and his staff were pleasantly pleased by the Borough Employees, Staff and firefighters for their response.  Holly Wilson talked about one of the residents from the fire that was hospitalized.  He was overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from the Borough, Red Cross, residents and everyone.  He stated that is why he lives in Bellefonte.  He informed Mrs. Wilson that all of his family’s clothing was replaced and they had a new apartment within a week of the fire.  Mr. Benninghoff hosted some office hours at the Willowbank Building to replace state documents that were lost in the fire and that was a common response from the fire victims.  Holly and Mike wanted to thank the Borough for their help during this situation.  The commitment of Mr. Benninghoff is to stay within the Borough limits.  They will be inhabiting Dr. White’s old office on High Street.  Mr. Benninghoff thanked the Council members for allowing them some space to use at the Borough building.  


Ms. Dainty reported that Mr. Stewart was helping the tenants get things out of the building on Christmas Eve and she requested that Council give him applause for all he did to help the fire victims.  


Mr. DeCusati thanked Mr. Benninghoff for wanting to stay located within the Borough.          
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart reported that new Council members are able to open up the budget if that

is their desire.  There is a short time frame if the budget is open.  If there are any changes made to the budget it needs to be re-advertised, re-enacted, and closed by the end of the month.  


Mayor Goldman would like Council to reconsider filling a position on the police force.  Mr. Stewart does have that on the agenda.  The police contract has not been agreed upon so the terms of the current contract are extended.       

NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to adopt Resolution #01-04-10, new fee schedule, which is

an amendment to Resolution #02-02-09.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Cadillac Building Fire – in the past the Borough developed a Task Force and with a

grant that was received a brochure was produced that provides information on sprinkler systems.  The Task Force was disbanded because they thought their mission was accomplished with the production of the brochure.  Council needs to decide whether they would like to make a change in code that would require sprinkler systems in commercial buildings and how these would be paid for.  Ms. Dainty felt sprinklers would be the way to go, but Mr. DeCusati suggested sprinklers may not be completely effective if a fire begins in an upper section of the building.  Strengthening fire prevention in residential and commercial buildings is a goal for Council in 2010.  
· Mr. Beigle made a motion to retain Nittany Engineering & Associates, LLC for 

2010 year for the Water and Sewer Authority with the fee schedule submitted.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to retain Franson Engineering & Surveying for 2010 with

the fee schedule submitted.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint John Blasko as Borough Solicitor for 2010. 

Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mr. Beigle suggested that Tracey Benson be kept as the Solicitor and use Mr. Blasko if there is a conflict of interest.  Mr. Beigle and Ms. Dainty withdrew their motions.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to table the motion for Borough Solicitor.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Chief Weaver would like Council to bring Officer Ruggiero to full-time status with

the Police Department to fill a position left open with the retirement of Officer McGarvey.  Council members do not want to add permanent members to the Police Department until there is a ruling as to what the pay will be.  The consensus of Council is to table the hiring of an Officer at the present time until arbitration is completed.

· Ms. Dainty reported that Spring Township paid their normal fee for Kepler Pool but

did not pay any portion of the losses that were incurred.  Benner Township did not pay any portion of the losses either.  Both Townships were given until March 2010 to make this payment.  A letter will be sent to remind them of the situation with the pool and the finances.  

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve two HARB Certificates of Appropriateness as

presented.

1) 176 East Linn Street/Nancy Noll – remove existing handrail on front steps and install new decorative black metal handrails.

2) 212 West Linn Street/Terry Reese – remove existing stair down from rear porch; install new fire escape from third floor window to existing rear porch, and egress stair from rear porch to ground behind building; replace front third floor window on east side of building with casement window that meets egress and fire requirements; replace all windows within 10’ of fire escape on east side of building with ¾ hours fire rated window assemblies that will be one-over-one sing-hung rolled steel windows.

Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.            
· An application was received for a handicap parking placard on Bishop Street.  Chief

Weaver reviews the applications and the location to be sure there are no safety issues.  After he reviews it Mr. Stewart will sign off of it and then the Public Works Department will put up a sign to reserve the space.  The process typically takes a few weeks, but takes longer over the holidays.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. DeCusati made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of January 4, 2010 at 8:55 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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