COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 5, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 


Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Roger Dagen
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of December 15, 2008.   Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.     
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Dee Lambert-Balok thanking Council for the loading/unloading sign in

front of the Cadillac Building on South Allegheny Street.

· A letter from Dennis C. Wolf, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, extending an

invitation to the 6th Annual Pennsylvania Farm Show Public Officials Day Luncheon, which will be held on Thursday, January 15, 2009, in the Farm Show Complex Cafeteria, beginning at noon (12:00 PM).  

ORAL
· Mr. Aikens will not be seeking a third term as a Council member representing the

North Ward of the Borough.  He encourages those interested in the position to get their petitions going effective February 17, 2009.  Mr. Aikens expressed his pleasure in serving on Council, but feels it is time to move on.  
· Mr. Heidt stated he will not be seeking another term as a Council member representing the West Ward of the Borough.  

· Mrs. Brown also stated she will not be seeking another term as a Council member representing the South Ward of the Borough.

· Roger Dagen, corporate owner of the property at 105 East Curtin Street (the

Valentine Mansion), which burned September 19th, 2008 informed Council that when the insurance company made the settlement with him the company also paid the Borough 5% of the settlement proceeds, which amounted to $19,750.00, as a salvage escrow with the understanding that those funds will be returned to Mr. Dagen when appropriate.  Mr. Dagen sold the building in late November and feels the money should be returned to him.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to release the funds to Mr. Dagen.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mr. Halderman informed Mr. Dagen that under the advice of the Borough’s Solicitor, the funds were retained until the property was under roof and closed in.  Per the ordinance there is no regress to the new owner and it was felt that the Borough should not take any risk until the property is completely under roof.  The motion carried to release the funds.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· There were no special committee reports.
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman had nothing to report.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 122-130 West High Street (rear) – Ronald Wiser – change rear slope of garage roof pitch to address water problem.
2) 227 East High Street – William Splain for Jabco Realty – replace one deteriorated one-over-one wood window with a one-over-one double-hung vinyl window, level and wrap sill in aluminum.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 122-130 West

High Street.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 227 East High Street.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  The motion was rejected with the following Council member vote: Those voting no:  Beigle, Taylor, Hay, Brown, Aikens.  Those voting yes: Dainty, Heidt; Abstain: DeCusati 

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.
Finance – Ms. Dainty had nothing to report.

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor requested that Mr. Holderman share an update on the bridge at Talleyrand Park.  Mr. Holderman informed Council a timeline depends on the permitting process and how long that will take.  It is projected that it will be mid-summer before the permitting process is completed, and that all depends upon which permits will be required.  Mr. Holderman is in the process of setting up a meeting with DEP to meet on site.  The bridge is tentatively planned to be constructed behind the Big Spring to allow access from the Park to the Lincoln Memorial.    
Personnel – Mr. Hay made a motion to proceed with preparation submittal for a Certified Local Government (CLG) grant for the continued appointment of the 2010 HARB consultant position.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

 Safety – Mr. Aikens reported that on Friday, December 26, 2008, there were some plowing issues with ice and slush on the main thoroughfares of town.  Mr. Stewart took care of the problem immediately, but the streets in question are state roads.  


Mr. Beigle questioned what the policy is with crosswalks and sidewalk openings during storms.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that the crosswalks are typically cleaned, but there was a manpower shortage on Friday night and the next morning everything was frozen solid.  Mr. Beigle also received many complaints regarding the plowing that was down throughout town.    


Ms. Dainty informed Council that nobody is cleaning the brick part of the sidewalk toward the curb and it is very icy.      

 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle informed Council members of the list of new recyclable items the Centre County Solid Waste Authority (CCSWA) is beginning to collect.  He would like residents to be aware of the additional items that can be recycled.  There will be an article regarding this in the Bellefonte Gazette.  

Christmas trees can be placed on the curb on the regular refuse collection day.  


A hearing was held in December 2008 and the Bellefonte Water Authority is awaiting a determination by the arbitrator regarding an ongoing dispute between the Bellefonte Water Authority and the Spring/Benner/Walker Area Joint Authority.  

Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that bump outs have been concreted and are nearly completed.  He feels a good job was done considering weather conditions.  Mr. DeCusati questioned whether another linseed treatment should be done on the sidewalks.  Mr. Holderman informed Council that letters were sent to property owners regarding the use of calcium chloride as a substitute for rock salt as requested by Council.  


Ms. Dainty informed Council that the paving on parking lot has broken edges on the blacktop.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that there will be new curbing installed there.    

Mr. Halderman would like the Borough to seek grant funds to help with the downtown area.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that a grant application was sent December 15, 2008.  

Technology – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Ms. Dainty used the P3 Electric Usage Power Strip to monitor several things in her

office.  You plug electrical things into the strip and it provides you with either the kilowatts or watts being used.  The strip keeps track of how much electricity you are using.  Mr. Stewart suggests having the strip available with a check in/checkout policy.  Ms. Dainty suggested a deposit be given when borrowing the strip.      

· Mr. Holderman showed Council members an example of a chair that could be used in

the conference room.  

· Mr. Halderman informed Council that Lewistown is still exploring options for their

skate park.  Mr. Halderman would like to talk to locations that have skate parks and see if they are still being used.   Mr. Stewart was given a suggestion to seek sponsors for a skate park.     
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the appointments for 2009.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  

The following names will be appointed:

	Jack Bechdel
	 
	11-Dec

	Joe Beigle
	President
	11-Dec

	John W. Blasko
	Solicitor; McQuaide, Blasko, Attorneys at Law
	Annual

	Paul Badger
	Treasurer
	11-Dec

	Chuck Thompson - Nittany Engineering
	Engineer
	Annual

	Eric Lundy - Nittany Engineering
	Engineer
	Annual

	Dan Bradley - Young Oaks Brown & Co 
	Auditor
	Annual

	Don Franson
	Stormwater Engineer
	Annual

	Ralph Houck
	Sewage Enforcement Officer
	Annual

	Tracey G. Benson - Miller Kistler Campbell Miller Williams & Benson 
	Solicitor
	Annual

	Samuel W. McGinley, Jr.
	Chairman
	13-Dec

	Stanley Goldman
	
	13-Dec

	Dean Scholl
	Secretary
	12-Dec

	Charles A. Schneider
	Solicitor
	Annual

	William Luther
	Chairman
	13-Dec



A voice vote was unanimous to approve the appointments.  

· Mr. Holderman informed Council he had been told by DCNR the Land Use Planning Technical Assistance Program grant application submitted for a study has been approved.  However, the State is currently holding all letters announcing grant awards until further notice.
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of January 5, 2009 at 8:45 PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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