COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 19, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, DeCusati, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Brown, Beigle, Heidt
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  

Erin Hammerstedt, Historic Preservation Consultant
Guests:  
Mr. Fred Bruno, Fire Department Chief; Steven G. Dershem, 
Thomas Thal, Mrs. Thal, Mr. Emel 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of January 5, 2009.   Ms. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.     
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Ronald E. Shawley, BSA Field Coordinator, Bellefonte Soccer

Association, requesting the use of Governors Park Fields (two front fields and the back field) from March 16, 2009 through June 7, 2009 for spring practices and games; and August 10, 2009 through October 25, 2009 for fall practices and games.  


Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Tracey G. Benson, Miller Kistler & Campbell, thanking Borough

Council for his reappointment as Borough Solicitor for 2009.  

· A letter from Steven G. Dershem in regard to his interest in installing a geo-thermal

heating/cooling system at his residence at 725 East Linn Street.  


Mr. Dershem addressed Council to answer any questions they may have regarding his planned installation of a geo-thermal heating/cooling system.  Council would like to contact their Engineer, Mr. Giddings for an opinion whether or not Mr. Dershem will need to conduct a hydrologic study.  
· A letter from Susan N. Hochreiter, Corresponding Secretary, Bellefonte Historical

Railroad Society, thanking the Borough for fixing the non-functioning holiday lights on the Train Station’s lower roof area.  The letter also requests that other non-functioning roof lights be fixed before Victorian Christmas 2009.  Mr. Aikens informed Council that the Chamber of Commerce does not have the equipment needed to put the lights up.  HBI donated the lights that are currently on the Train Station and will be contacted to see if they would like to donate more to replace the ones that are not working.       

ORAL
· Mr. Fred Bruno, Bellefonte Fire Chief, provided his 2008 year-end report for Council to review.  The Fire Department had 414 calls in 2008.  The first two pages of the report are the zones of the calls and the remaining nine pages list the type of calls in each zone.  Council would like a list to determine which fire department corresponds with which number on the report.  


Mr. Bruno would like a Council member to learn the process of the Executive sessions of the Fire Department.  There will be a meeting on Thursday, January 22, 2009, at 6:00 PM to review the draft changes to Ordinance 242, which is the ordinance that governs the fire department and fire safety in the Borough and also explains the chain of command of the fire department Executive Committee.  Mr. Aikens currently serves as the Chair of the committee, but will not be returning to Council when his term is expired.  Ms. Dainty volunteered to serve on this committee.    
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· There were no special committee reports.
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman read a Letter of Recognition to Officer Thomas Thal for his 27 years of

service as a Police Officer for the Bellefonte Borough.  Mayor Goldman wished him the best of luck in his retirement and thanked him for the footprints he left, embedded forever in the history of our historic town.  Council members expressed their sincere gratitude to Officer Thal and photographs were taken.      

Mayor Goldman has noticed during the past few snowstorms that the downtown merchants are not shoveling out to the curb and into the street.  He requested that the people be notified of the process through the Bellefonte Gazette.  Council members reminded that the snow can be shoveled into the parking area, but may not be shoveled into the street.    

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· HARB members held a work session to discuss their thoughts on window projects. 

HARB is now actively working on establishing a document clarifying the procedures for window replacement projects in an attempt to ensure consistent review of all window project requests.  HARB will meet with Council in a work session in the near future to discuss the issue and present a draft of the document.

· HARB approved a project on East Curtin Street for a tower (observatory) to be installed on top of his house.  Mr. Emel, the owner, applied for a variance which was denied by the Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB).  The ZHB correctly applied the five criteria listed in the Municipalities Planning Code and denied the request based on hardship.  HARB proposed a zoning ordinance amendment that would permit appropriate habitable rooftop building features above the existing maximum building height.


Mr. Emel is planning for the space to be unoccupied.  It would serve as an observatory tower.  Ms. Dainty pointed out that you measure from ground level to the highest occupied space to be included in the height of the property.  The Zoning Officer’s interpretation was that the application did not meet the current zoning ordinances.  


Mr. Stewart feels the language of the ordinance needs to be modified if it is to accommodate this and like requests in the future.

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to draft an amendment to the zoning ordinance that would allow appropriate habitable rooftop building features above the existing maximum building height.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  The draft will be presented to the Planning Commission at their meeting of January 26, 2009 for their review and recommendation.             


CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

· There were no project applications to be approved.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – There was no report.
Finance – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to file for audit the December 2008 vouchers in the amount of $1,792,480.47.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
December 2008 Vouchers

General



14942 – 15096

$  211,740.15


Streetlighting



    513 – 520


$    11,308.24


Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    729 – 750


$    12,994.78


Fire Equipment


  1130 – 1132


$      1,415.73


Parks & Recreation


  1020 – 1030


$      5,428.65


Water


               1042 – 1043, 6081 – 6151 

$  132,743.03


Sanitation             

       102, 7281 – 7354, 995

$1,030,634.09*


Refuse




  1434 – 1469


$  131,304.56


Swimming Pool


    367 – 370


$         303.16


CDBG



   1032 – 1034, 426 – 427

$  249,130.53


Special Projects


    142 – 143


$      4,300.31


Highway Aid



122 – 123, 188

$      1,177.24



Capital Projects



-


$               .00







Total:


$1,792,480.47

*Includes payment on the sewer plant upgrade.
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay an invoice in the amount of $80.50 to Tracey G.

Benson, Borough Solicitor, for work performed during the month of December 2008.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Council reviewed the Budget vs. Actual expenditures.  The large amount of expenditures for December 2008 was due to the sewer plant upgrade costs.  

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor informed Council that there will be a public meeting on Thursday, February 5, 2009, at 7:00 PM at CPI, Room A150 in regards to Kepler Pool.  The meeting is open to the public.
· There was a meeting with DEP to discuss the permitting process for Talleyrand Park

and the bridge and what will be required to install the pedestrian bridge.  The meeting also included Webber, Murphy and Fox, architect; and Sweetland Engineering, project engineer.  The meeting lasted approximately 45 minutes before an onsite review was conducted.  Mr. Holderman stated the project is on schedule.    

Personnel – Mr. Hay informed Council there will be a mediation session on Wednesday, January 21, 2009, at 4:00 PM with the Municipal workers.  

Mr. Hay requested that Council go into an executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  After the executive session Mr. Halderman reconvened the Borough Council meeting.


Mr. Holderman informed Council that the Pennsylvania Association of Boroughs has a Junior Council Person Program and realizes it has been brought up for discussion previously.  The program is an outstanding opportunity to get youth to participate in the governing process in the community in addition to building our Boroughs towards the future.  Council would like Mr. Holderman to pursue the program and see if there is a student that would want to be part of Council in September.     

 Safety – Mr. Aikens had nothing to report.

 Water/Sanitation – There was no report.
Streets – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to designate the Farmer’s Market Association as the operator of the Farmer’s Market.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The Farmer’s Market Association will be following an ordinance.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. Aikens made a motion that the Borough finance the “Buy Fresh, Buy Local” dues/membership for the Bellefonte Farmer’s Market Association for two years at a cost of $300.00 per year, so they get more exposure and vendors.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The money will come out of the excess water fund.  A voice vote was unanimous. 


Technology – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Holderman noted the Bellefonte Borough received a check from HBI’s Children’s Fair Committee in the amount of $2,500.00.  The money will be used to purchase playground equipment for Talleyrand Park.  The committee is thanked for all of their efforts and dedication to organizing the Children’s Fair and for their generous gift to the Borough.   

· Mr. Halderman received information stating Bellefonte has the opportunity to be

designated as a Preserve America Community.  The designation requires an application to be filled out and provides the possibility to apply for up to $150,000.00 in support of heritage tourism initiatives such as promotion & marketing programs and interpretive and educational programs.  Mr. Stewart will see if that opportunity is still available.

· Mr. Stewart informed Council that the Economic Development Study grant was 

approved and awarded, but contracts and money have not been released.  Senator Corman is seeking information on this.   
NEW BUSINESS
· Bellefonte Borough received 2009 Community Development Block Grant funding in the amount of $122,563.00  The money has been designated to the following projects: Streetscape and Talleyrand Park

EXONERATIONS
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Ms. Dainty seconded

the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police reports.  Mr. Aikens seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Aikens made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of January 19, 2009 at 8:55 PM.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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