COUNCIL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 2, 2009
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Brown, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  

Erin Hammerstedt, Historic Preservation Consultant



Dallas Gallo, Zoning Officer

Guests:  
Dick Knupp, Joann Knupp, Harry Burd, Seth Robinson, William Splain,


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of January 19, 2009 and the Joint Bellefonte Borough Council & Bellefonte Borough Authority minutes of January 26, 2009.   Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Beigle (?)      
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from William R. Blanton Jr., CFM, Chief, Engineering Management Branch,

Mitigation Directorate, in regard to Flood Plain maps that were provided at the Council meeting of January 19, 2009.


The information from the maps did not provide an estimate of how it would affect the cost of flood insurance for the Borough.  

·  A thank you letter and Certificate of Appreciation from Gene Weller, Coordinator,

Centre County Toys for Tots, for participating in Toys for Tots during the 2008 holiday season.

· Information from the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs regarding Borough

Officials Training and Update.  The training will be held at various locations on various dates throughout the state during January and February 2009.  There is also information regarding the PSAB annual conference in Hershey March 22nd through 25th.
· A letter from Kerry A. Benninghoff, State Representative, 171st Legislative District,

providing information on the Right to Know law.

· The PELRAS (Public Employer Labor Relations Advisory Service) will be holding

their 27th Annual Training Conference March 25th – 27th at the Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel.  Mr. Holderman and Mr. Stewart would like to attend the conference.

· A letter from Seth Robinson, Anthem Film Company, requesting permission to use

various locations in Bellefonte to film parts for an independent feature film.  

Mr. Robinson, a Bellefonte native, addressed Council to explain his request.  Mr. Robinson would like to use a portion of Dunlop Street on February 28th from 3:00 PM to approximately 9:00 PM.  They would like to close a portion of the street beyond the entrance to the Gamble Mill and the warehouse building.  The movie is a post-apocalypse survival drama.  The scene they would like to shoot in Bellefonte would be a pre-viral outbreak quarantine scene.  The film will be called “Goulah”.        


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the request of Seth Robinson.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The motion was passed with Mr. DeCusati voting no.  Ms. Dainty is not opposed to the making of the movie, but would like the scene on Dunlop Street filmed on Sunday, March 1st, to be sure it doesn’t take away any business from the Gamble Mill.  

· A letter from Betsy Achuff, Chairperson, Big Spring Festival, requesting the use of

Talleyrand Park for the festival on Sunday, May 17th, 2009 from 12:00 – 4:00 PM; use of the park on Saturday, May 16, 2009 for preparations; and permission to display a banner across High Street in front of Classy Kuts Hair Design to be displayed two weeks prior to the festival.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Brent E. Boyer, President/CEO, Aquatic Facility Design, regarding the

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act evaluation completed at Kepler Pool.  This information will be provided to Howard Long so he can make corrections before the pool season.  


There will be a public meeting on Thursday, February 5th, at 7:00 PM at CPI Room A150.  All questions regarding the letter will be addressed at this meeting.  

· A letter from the FaithCentre requesting permission to conduct their 3rd annual

Run/Walk of Faith on Saturday, March 28, 2009.  The event would begin at the Bellefonte Middle School at 10:00 AM and ends at approximately 1:00 PM in the Parkview Heights area.  

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.     

ORAL
· Tentative Update from Columbia Gas – Via telephone Tom Warner informed Mr.

Stewart that there currently was not a lot of work planned for inside the Borough.  Work is currently being completed on Willowbank Street before paving is done there this summer.  Columbia Gas is under budget constraints and there will be minimal work completed within the Borough in 2009.  

· William Splain, for Jabco Realty, 227 East High Street, addressed Council.  At the

January 5, 2009 Council denied his request via HARB to replace a window at 227 High Street with a vinyl window.  Mr. Splain wanted to “beg” Council to permit the replacement with a vinyl window.  Mr. Aikens felt since he seconded the motion that denied this request he should explain the reason the motion was denied.  He informed Mr. Splain that Bellefonte has not been consistent with the vinyl issue based on HARB guidelines and Mr. Splain was an unfortunate casualty of the debate.  Mr. Splain was informed that HARB is working on providing alternatives that would be more consistent with the ordinance.  


E. Hammerstedt addressed Council and informed them HARB is doing research and would like to have a workshop at another meeting when they have completed their research.  She did inform Council that according to the ordinance when a project is denied it must specify what changes need to be made to the project for it to be approved.  Because HARB approved the request it is up to Council to explain what changes need to be made for this proposal to be approved.  Mr. Splain explained that it would have been helpful if an explanation were provided in the letter that denied his request.  Mr. Halderman questioned whether restoration was tried on the window.  He received information from a company that provides information on how to restore rotted windows.  Mr. Splain explained that the location of the window receives a lot of moisture and therefore he felt a vinyl window would be better in this area.  


Mr. Splain feels Council needs to realize that every situation cannot be written in stone and there needs to be compromises.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the installation of the vinyl window per Mr. Splain’s request.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Mr. Heidt informed Council that the Elks will be conducting their annual fundraiser

for Home Services on February 21, 2009, and requested the use of two parking spaces in front of the Elks reserved for the auctioneer. 


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.           
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· There were no special committee reports.
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman received a Certificate of Appreciation from Company “C”, 112th
Infantry, 56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, thanking Bellefonte for the parade that was held seeing them off.  


Mayor Goldman informed residents that they need to get their sidewalks cleaned off.  Mayor Goldman also feels there needs to be better snow cleanup done in the downtown area.  The Borough Crews do not do the good job that was done in previous years because there was a shortage of manpower.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that the crews clear snow at night.  Alternate street parking is in effect so they do alternate sides each night.  One problem is that the snow melts during the day and freezes at night.    
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· Dallas Gallo addressed Council regarding the Planning Commission Amendment to

the Zoning Ordinance concerning the Adaptive Reuse Provisions Section.  This would be Conditional Use that would come before Council.  This pertains to properties in the Historic District and would permit them to reestablish things previously on their buildings, such as observation towers.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance concerning the Adaptive Reuse Provisions Section.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  There was a request to install an observation tower on a property on Curtin Street.  This would basically pertain to properties in the Historic District.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. Gallo informed Council that there was a request to install a Wind Energy System

in Bellefonte Borough.  The only guidance in the current zoning ordinance is a height restriction.  The Planning Commission recommends an Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance that would not permit Wind Energy Systems in Bellefonte Borough.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance that would not permit Wind Energy Systems in Bellefonte Borough.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that both motions are approved by the motion, but there must be a 30-day review and advertisement followed by a hearing before final approval.  Mr. Gallo specified that these are residential wind systems.  A voice vote was unanimous.     


CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 128 West Howard Street/Pastor Sue Goetz – Install two wood prayer boxes

measuring 18” wide, 12” high and 4” deep with a small cross on top.  The boxes will be finished in a natural wood color, and will be mounted on posts in the yard rather than attached to the building.

2) 347 East Linn Street/Ralph Stewart – Install two heating/cooling units in a depression near the basement door on the east side of the house; install four new light fixtures, including a wall-mounted unit above the basement door, and a hanging pendant on the front porch and each story of the two-story rear porch.

3) 129 East Linn Street/Carl Fisher – Replace existing brown asphalt shingles with new “Virginia Slate” shingles in gray.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve all three Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr. 

Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – There was no report.
Finance – Ms. Dainty had nothing to report.

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor had nothing to report.
Personnel – Mr. Hay requested that Council convene to an executive session.  The executive session will be conducted at the end of the Council meeting.

Mr. Hay informed Council that interviews are being conducted for a Borough Police Officer.  Mr. Stewart verified that interviews and testing are being completed to provide an eligibility list of candidates.


Council needs to consider an appointment for the Spring Creek Watershed Commission.  Ms. Dainty resigned from the position and Mr. Holderman and Mr. Beigle took turns attending the meeting.  Mr. Stewart will clarify whether the candidate needs to be a Council member.    


 Safety – Mr. Aikens had nothing to report.

Mr. Stewart would like to set up an AED First Aid Training.  He would like to know which Council members are interested and whether they would be available for a morning class or an evening class.   


 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle discussed the results of the arbitration meeting with Bellefonte Borough and SBWJA.  Mr. Beigle hopes things continue to progress smoothly with the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. Beigle feels it was a shame to spend taxpayer’s money on lawyer fees to obtain the money from SBWJA.  He also expressed dismay at sending a thank you letter for a bill that was late being paid.   

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the dates for the Borough yard sale, which will be Friday and Saturday, May 1st and 2nd; and for riff-raff, which will be the week of May 4th through May 8th.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

 Streets – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to adopt the Bellefonte Intergovernmental Cooperative Supply Agreement, which would allow the Borough to purchase salt under the same contract as the state.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   

Mr. Aikens feels the Borough streets have become beat up with the winter weather.  Mr. Stewart informed him there will be patching done this year.  

A resident expressed concern with the amount of gravel being put on the streets.  They would like Council to be aware of the large amount being used.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that gravel is mixed 50/50 with salt to make it last longer because of the high cost of salt.  Another reason it is mixed is to provide traction on icy roads.  When there is ice you need to use a higher amount of the mixture.    


Technology – Mr. Heidt encouraged Council members to be sure they have good virus protection on their laptops and to keep the virus protection up to date.  


Mr. Holderman reminded Council members that are not going to serve again to save their files so they can be transferred to the laptop of the new council person.  Council laptops must be turned in by Council members that are not going to serve again.  


Mr. Halderman would like to establish a committee to investigate how the Borough and employees can work more efficiently.  He feels this would fall under technology.  Mr. Heidt will establish a meeting and will inform the Committee.        
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to amend Ordinance 1210, Property Maintenance Code,

Item F, with (?) existing owner occupied Bed & Breakfast with four or fewer sleeping rooms to rent to the public become exempt from the egress in paragraph 702.5.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· Mr. Beigle referred to the minutes of January 19, 2009, under Streets Committee

Reports, regarding a motion that was made regarding the Farmer’s Market Association.  Mr. Beigle feels the Farmer’s Market Association should be disbanded and allow the market to be open to anyone.  He feels the Farmer’s Market currently is discriminating against people.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to abandon the Farmer’s Market Association and rewrite the ordinance so the Farmer’s Market can be run properly.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  Mr. Hay feels there is a growing demand to buy locally so you can know where your food comes from.  He feels this provides a service to the community so they can know one day a week where their food comes from.  Mr. Beigle feels the vendors can place signs at their stand stating where the product comes from.  Ms. Dainty feels because the motion was passed and the association moved forward because of the motion it is not a good idea to reverse the decision.  A roll call vote was taken.  The results were as follows:  Dainty – no; Taylor – yes; Hay – no; Aikens – no; Beigle – yes; DeCusati – no; Heidt – yes; Halderman – no.  The motion was denied.  

· The interconnection with College Township has not yet been completed.  College

Township recently obtained right-of-ways on properties involved.  The County is still holding the money for this.    

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve Resolution RES022-020209 to Accompany

Application for Preserve America Community Designation.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. DeCusati requested a workshop be conducted for a proposed addition to the

Streets Ordinance that would prohibit commercial vehicles from being parked on residential streets.      
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of February 2, 2009 at 9:28 PM.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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