COUNCIL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 15, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Novak, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Mayor Stanley Goldman 

Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Doug & Wilda Stanfield, 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council
meeting of February 1, 2010.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  The “Guests” section of the minutes needs to be corrected to G. Hoover rather than G. Horner.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs (PSAB) in regard to

the Robert C. Edwards Foundation Scholarship Program.  The applicant must be from a Borough which is a member of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs; must have been accepted for admission to an accredited College, University or School which offers a two (2) or a four (4) year degree/certificate program; and will be a first year (freshman) student at the College, University or School.  

· A letter from Ed Troxell, PSAB Government Affairs, Pennsylvania State Association

of  Boroughs in regard to the PSAB Legislative Contact Sheet as well as an offer to be part of a photo mosaic for the 100th anniversary of PSAB.  The deadline to submit pictures is April, 2010.  

· An invitation from the Bellefonte Emergency Medical Services (BEMS) to their

annual banquet, which will be held on Saturday, February 27, 2010, at the Moose located at 125 North Spring Street.  Any Council members interested in attending should notify the Borough office by Wednesday, February 17th.

· A letter from Gary V. Hoover, Executive Director, Bellefonte and Intervalley Area 

Chamber of Commerce requesting permission to conduct a welcome home parade for soldiers of the Charlie Company that have been serving in Iraq.  The parade would be held on Saturday, April 10, 2010, beginning at 11:30 PM.  The parade would travel from the Bellefonte Elementary School to the Bellefonte Armory on Bishop Street.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the request from the Chamber of Commerce to hold a Welcome Home parade for the Charlie Company on April 10, 2010.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mr. Beigle received a request for a dumpster in association with this event.  Mr. Stewart will work with the parade committee and place the dumpsters where needed.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from PennDOT Bureau of Planning and Research, Transportation Planning

Division, regarding a traffic counting program.  The only eligible street in the Borough is Lamb Street between Cowdrick Street and Wilson Street.  

· A report from Gay Dunne in regard to the PA Council of the Arts Grant Program.  

· A letter from Mary McMurtrie and Deanna Kochik, Bellefonte Loyal Order of Moose

Lodge 206, requesting the use of Talleyrand Park on Saturday, April 3, 2010 from 2:00 PM until approximately 4:00 PM for a Community-Wide Easter Egg Hunt for Children up to 12 years old.  The children will gather at the Court House at approximately 1:30 PM, have a parade to Talleyrand Park and then have the Easter Egg Hunt.  There is concern that a request was previously approved for the American Legion to have an egg hunt at the same time.  Mr. Stewart will see if he can get the Moose and the American Legion to coordinate their activity.

· A letter from Nicole Summers, Ed.D., Executive Director, FaithCentre, requesting

permission to hold its 4th Annual Walk/Run of Faith on April 10, 2010.  The walk/run will begin at the Bellefonte Middle School and proceed through the residential neighborhood of Parkview Heights at 10:00 AM and will conclude by noon.  


Mr. Wilson made a motion to allow the FaithCentre to hold its 4th Annual Walk/Run of Faith on Saturday, April 10, 2010, through the residential section of Parkview Heights.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
· A copy of a letter from Harry J. Burd, Building Official, to William F. Kovacic and

Samuel Stoltfuss regarding the Lifegate Community Center located at 101 South Spring Street.  Mr. Burd reported that he is having problems with inspection there.  The Borough is supporting Mr. Burd.  The organization has received a Cease & Desist Order, but a formal ten-day deadline was not yet given.           

ORAL
· Wilda Stanfield, West Curtin Street, encouraged Council to consider joining C-NET. 

She feels the constituents of the Borough know the issues that Council deals with and this would be a good tubal to get the information out to the public.  Mrs. Stanfield reminded Council that C-NET can tape Council meetings and also special meetings as well.  She feels C-NET does a professional job.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the use of C-NET for 2010.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  C-NET would need to be notified in September if the contract would not be renewed.  Mr. Beigle questioned where the money would come from that would pay for C-NET.  Ms. Dainty felt the Comcast franchise money could be used.  Mr. Beigle felt that money was already used in the approved budget and questioned again where the $13,000 would come from to pay for C-NET.  Mr. Beigle’s question was why taxes were raised if there is money available for C-NET.  He is in favor of using C-NET in 2011 if the money is available.  He feels it is more important to use money to put together a safety plan to save downtown buildings.  Ms. Dainty reported that all public service announcements can be placed on C-NET as well as safety programs.  She also felt that older citizens that are not able to attend Council meetings would still be able to view the meetings and know what is going on.  Ms. Dainty talked with the Borough Finance Manager and she feels the Borough can afford the $13,000 for C-NET.  Ms. Dainty hopes using C-NET would be a way to get the public more involved with the Borough.  C-NET archives meetings and will make DVD’s of meetings available.  Mr. Wilson also feels it is a good idea if it can be shown where the funds would come from to pay for it.  A roll-call vote was taken:  Wilson, no; Dainty, yes; Taylor, no; Hay, no; Novak, no; Beigle, no; DeCusati, yes; Dunne, yes; Halderman, yes.  The motion was denied with a 5-4 vote.  Mr. Novak has been checking into using students through WPSU filming the meetings as a class project.  There would be no cost to the Borough.               
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· The Authority meeting minutes of February 2, 2010 are included in the packet for

review.  Mrs. Dunne questioned whether someone would go though the bond refinancing that is discussed in the Authority minutes.  This will be discussed under the finance portion of the meeting.    

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Council would like Mayor Goldman to attend the Charlie Company celebration.  
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 348 E. Linn Street/Harry and Denice Welles - enclose the arched openings in the existing covered porch with panels made of heat treated lumber in a raised panel style painted white and screen; replace the screen door on the porch and above it; replace the existing light fixture on the front porch with a ceiling fan. 

2) 120 South Water Street/Neal Witmer for Chris Summers – modify the existing Certificate of Appropriateness by:  1) installing an exterior stair on each end of the building made of metal painted black and having concrete treads instead of installing a wooden stairway; 2) replace several deteriorated window sashes on the first floor with new custom made wood sashes that match, reusing existing jambs and trim; and 3) replace existing doors with new pre-hung doors of the same dimension, with lites in the upper half, as previously approved.  The change is not reusing the existing door jambs, but the trim will be reused, giving it the same finished appearance.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Dunne made a motion to submit the following property to Asset Auctions, an on-line auction center:


1999 ford Crown Victoria Sedan



1989 Chevy Dump Truck



Beverage Delivery Vehicle



Metal Desk



4 Metal Typewriter Stands



Metal Printer Stand



2 Drawer Filing Cabinet



Wood Veneer Printer Stand



Assortment of bicycles



1991 Chevy 2500 Pickup – Sewer Plant



1993 Chevy 2500 Pickup – Landfill



1996 Ford Crown Victoria Sedan



Cab Cadet Tractor – Sewer Plant



275 Gallon Fuel Tank – Sewer Plant

Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  It was suggested that this auction be posted also to www.bellefonte.net.    

Finance and Government Performance – Mrs. Dunne made a motion to file for audit the January 2010 vouchers in the amount of $553,276.44.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  Mr. DeCusati questioned pension credits and insurance credits shown in the expense column in brackets.  Ms. Dainty will have the Finance Director email an answer to this question.  When employees receive new boots they are provided a certain amount of money to be used for the boots.  A voice vote was unanimous.

January 2010
General


            16512 – 16608
  
$   253,118.57
Streetlighting



    596 - 599


$       2,254.52
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    913 - 930


$     11,820.23
Fire Equipment


        1171


$       1,081.93
Parks & Recreation


  1213 - 1215


$       1,445.60


Water



              6753 - 6802


$   120,823.32
Sanitation


  
  8007 - 8057


$   115,112.76
Refuse




  1768 - 1786


$     31,426.27
Swimming Pool


    414 - 415 


$       4,077.87
CDBG


                  199, 1042 - 1043


$       5,689.86
Special Projects

        162, 199 - 201


$          151.17
Highway Aid



         200


$       6,274.34
Capital Projects
                                   -


$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                                   -


$              0.00





                      Total:

$   553,276.44
· Mr. Beigle reported on the 2002 Sewer Plant Bond Refinancing.  With refinancing

the Authority would save $249,000.00.  There is a specific formula that is used and refinancing should only be done when a specific amount is reached, which the Authority is in that area to save money.  The same bonds were refinanced in 2002.  Chris Gibbons, who attended the last Authority meeting, is the financial person that was used in 2002 as well.  The remainder of the financing is through 2019.  Bellefonte Borough is the backer of the bonds and must approve them as well.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to move forward with the 2002 Sewer Plant Bond Refinancing.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Park & Recreation – Mrs. Dunne reported that the Park & Recreation committee will be meeting Monday, February 22, 2010, with residents interested in keeping Kepler Pool open.  A report will be provided at the Council meeting of March 1, 2010.  Mr. Wilson asked if the shortage for the pool of $28,000 is received would the pool be able to open in 2010.  Council would like a long-term solution rather than going from year to year.  It was suggested that a proposal be made to the shared services committee that the pool be run with an elected official from each municipality and that each municipality share the expenses from the pool.  Mrs. Dunne feels all the residents are not aware that a pool is available.  Ms. Dainty would like an outcome from this meeting be to have a plan to move forward in place.        
Human Resources – Mr. Hay made a motion to nominate Thomas Shrack as the Bellefonte Solicitor for 2010.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mr. Shrack will be the general solicitor for the Borough.  The motion was passed with Mr. DeCusati voting no.      

Safety – Mr. Wilson reported there was a Safety Committee meeting with discussion regarding fire safety.  He stated more subcommittee meeting are planned to continue the discussion and to ensure the Task Force recommendations stay on track.

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle made a motion to adopt Resolution 02152010-01.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  Mr. Halderman read the resolution and explained it to Council members.  This resolution would protect customer rights.  A voice vote was unanimous.     

Streets – Mr. DeCusati reported the crews are doing a good job with plowing.  He would like the crew to do better at trimming the corners back better at intersections after the main plowing is completed.  Mr. Comly moves shifts around to alleviate a lot of overtime pay.  There was a request to not pile up snow at the corner of Ardell Alley going on to SR144 because it makes it difficult for trucks from a business to turn.  


Mr. Stewart talked with Tom Horner, Columbia Gas and was informed that they plan to complete a project on North Allegheny Street this year.  Mr. Stewart will report when more details are available.


Ms. Dainty questioned whether prices have been obtained on a flashing light.  Mr. Stewart will provide the information when it is available.


An ordinance to name the street going into the Teener League field will be advertised and acted on at the March 1, 2010 Council meeting.  


PennDOT will be contacting the borough about an on-site meeting prior to bidding out paving on High Street.   

Energy & Environmental Conservation – Mr. Novak had nothing to report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. DeCusati reported that the February 14, 2010 Centre Daily Times had an article

regarding healthcare costs on a national level.  Mr. DeCusati reported that healthcare companies have been requesting large increases of 35%-40% and their profits are booming.  He feels that healthcare companies know that municipalities with unions are limited in what they do so they increase costs.  

· Ms. Dainty suggested when the meeting is held with residents regarding Kepler Pool

the Parks & Recreation Committee needs to be sure they don’t make Bellefonte Borough responsible to pay the loss for 2009.     

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart reported on information included in the packets regarding APMM

Training that was attended by Mr. Stewart and Mr. Holderman.  

· Northwest Savings Bank has not attended a Planning Commission meeting.  The next

step right now is for them to have an informal meeting with PennDOT.  
· Weis Market had an article in the Centre Daily Times stating they plan to proceed

with development.  Mr. Beigle would like them to be contacted regarding water service.        
POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. Beigle seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. DeCusati would like Mayor Goldman to provide a monthly report on overtime pay for the police department.  
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Hay made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of February 15, 2010 at 9:07 PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
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