COUNCIL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 16, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Mayor Stanley Goldman
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  

Erin Hammerstedt, Historic Preservation Consultant



Chief Shawn Weaver

Guests:  
Tara Flickinger, Carolyn DuBois, Megan Weaver 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 2, 2009.   Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.     
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Larry Lawson, Chairperson, Bellefonte Cruise Committee, requesting

permission to have a 4’ x 20’ banner hung over High Street between Spring Street and Water Street for an event that will be held June 19th and 20th.  

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Larry Lawson, Chairperson, Bellefonte Cruise Committee, requesting

street closings for the 21st Annual Bellefonte Cruise and Car Show to be held June 19th and 20th. 

 
Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  HBI and the Bellefonte Cruise Committee determine how the proceeds from the cruise are used.  Mr. DeCusati would like a presentation of where the proceeds go from the Cruise.  Chief Weaver stated he has served on the Cruise Committee and he emphasized that the Cruise Committee ensures the proceeds from the Cruise stay within the Borough.  Mr. Stewart informed Council members that the annual meeting of HBI where they review the financial reports of every committee will be held Tuesday, February 17th, at 6:30 PM in the Courthouse Annex.  Mr. Stewart will ask Holly Wilson and a representative from the Bellefonte Cruise Committee to attend a Council meeting to provide a presentation.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Kenneth G. Bean Jr., Director of Fiscal Affairs, Bellefonte Area School

District, informing Council that the school district raised the real estate tax fees by $.25.          

ORAL
· There were no oral communications.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Holderman and Ms. Dainty attended the first half of the Shared Services

Volunteer Fire Services & Local Government Workshop.  Ms. Dainty felt it was a very educational workshop.  The dollar amount that the volunteer fire fighters save Pennsylvania is approximately $600 million.  

Mr. Holderman stated the workshop was in regard to Local Governments Building Partnerships for a Stronger Future relative to fire services.  Mr. Holderman thought it was a good sign to see representation at the workshop from Bellefonte Borough, Bellefonte’s Fire Department Chiefs, in addition to representatives from Spring Township and Benner Township, particularly since we are currently working on this issue.  Mr. Holderman stated the second half of the workshop will deal with the process of establishing partnerships and how the partnerships can have a positive impact on the business side of volunteer fire services.  
· Mr. Aikens informed Council that there is a movement afoot in the country to mandate sprinklers, both residential and commercial, with no grandfathering.  The philosophy is a sprinkler in the house is better than a family on the street.  

· Mr. Aikens informed Council that the Airport Authority met on Thursday, February

12th, and the new manager is Jim Meyer, who will start March 1st.  The current manager, Charles Welch, will be retiring and will act as assistant manager for a year.  The baggage belt is operational but it is very noisy.  

· Ms. Dainty thanked Mr. Aikens for the years he served as director of the Chamber of

Commerce and all the work he did.  He will be missed.  Council members expressed their appreciation also.  Mr. Aikens expressed his appreciation for Bellefonte.          

MAYOR’S REPORT
· There was no report.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint Reggie Aviles to HARB as Interim Architect. 

Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
· Mr. Beigle made a motion to approach First National Bank regarding acquisition of

property for construction of a fire escape at the Bellefonte Museum.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Stewart will review the lease agreement with the Bellefonte Museum.     

· Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the amendment to Ordinance No. 1210-021609

02, which pertains to the exemption of the number of exits required for B&B’s.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

a) 133 North Allegheny Street/Bellefonte Museum for Centre County – Install exterior stairway to provide egress from the second story of the museum, including conversion of an existing window to a door and replacement of historic glass with tempered glass within 10 feet of the stairway.
Note:  This project will require acquisition of land from First National Bank by the Borough and consolidation of lots to satisfy zoning requirements.


Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had no report.  
Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the January 2009 vouchers in the amount of $630,407.74.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
January 2009 Vouchers

General



15097 – 15204

$  369,308.09

Streetlighting



    522 - 526


$      2,180.64

Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    751 - 761


$      7,309.28

Fire Equipment


  1133 - 135


$      1,415.73


Parks & Recreation


  1031 - 1033


$      1,087.86

Water


                          6152 - 6184 


$  100,005.36

Sanitation             

              7355 - 7385


$    96,674.31


Refuse




  1470 - 1485


$    34,795.81

Swimming Pool


         371


$      3,000.00

CDBG



                1035, 428


$      4,626.52

Special Projects


    144 - 145


$      3,677.50

Highway Aid



124, 189 - 191


$      6,326.65



Capital Projects



-


$               .00







Total:


$   630,407.74
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor and Mr. Holderman attended a presentation related to Kepler Pool by Aquatics Facility Design Consultants at a public meeting held on Thursday, February 5, 2009 at CPI.  The estimated cost to do everything in the study is estimated to be approximately $1.5 million.  Several concepts were presented.  Overall, the Consultants have done a good job listening the Community Study Committee and the final report should be an asset for potential future grants. Mr. Holderman also informed Council that Kepler Pool, like all public pools, will not meet the new standards established by the Virginia Grame Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act that has been enacted.  A regulator and drain cover will be required at a cost of approximately $5,500.00.  Mr. Holderman is seeking a grant to help cover the costs associated with this requirement.  Finally, the Act will likely require the closure of the “kiddie” pool this summer.   


Mr. Holderman stated there is potential grant funds for an upgrade to the Teener League Field and he requested approval of the resolution to proceed with the application.  Mrs. Brown made a motion to submit a grant for the Teener League Field upgrades.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Stewart informed Council that Graymont is donating a piece of property to the Fish & Boat Commission that is connected to the quarry that is north of Fifth Avenue.  The plan of the Fish & Boat Commission is to install a Kayak launch where the old bridge used to be above the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The area where the interceptor was installed will be used for vehicles to drive on and turn around.  The Fish & Boat Commission would like Bellefonte Borough and Spring Township to form a partnership to maintain and patrol the area.  The majority of the property would be in Spring Township.            
Personnel – Mr. Hay informed Council that the position of Administrative Assistant for the Borough Office is now vacant.  The position has been advertised and employment applications are being accepted through March 2, 2009.


Mr. Hay made a motion to hire Andy Berry as a full time police officer and Robert Ruggiero as a part time replacement officer.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Following tonight’s Council meeting there will be an Executive Session to discuss the Public Works Contract Negotiations.     

 Safety – Mr. Aikens questioned whether the Borough has passed the Commercial Property Maintenance Code.  Since the code has not been passed Mr. Aikens questioned why the Borough Code Enforcement officer is imposing codes upon commercial establishments when there is no code to govern it.  Mr. Aikens was referring to the Plaza Centre.  Mr. Stewart informed Mr. Aikens that the Fire Chief requested that the code enforcement officer go there because of health, safety and general welfare issues.  Mr. Aikens feels Labor & Industry needs to be involved in the issue.  Mr. Stewart will obtain all the facts before having a discussion on this.        

 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle informed Council that work at the Wastewater Treatment Plant is progressing.  He also informed Council that water consumption is staying down.  Work is being done to prepare for the Water Street project.  Viewing of the lines will be done this week with the use of a camera from University Area Joint Authority.    

The Authority has submitted a grant application to help with the financing gap of the sewer plant/interceptor upgrades.  


There will be ten fire hydrants upgraded each year.  Some fire hydrants in the Borough are 100 years old.  


Mr Holderman reported the Centre County Solid Waste Authority contacted the Borough and requested, on behalf of Penn State University, Bellefonte Borough’s consideration to donate their leaf collection and leaf pile that is on the Musser Lane clean fill site.  Penn State has an issue with too much nitrogen and needs the leaves to add carbon.  They will pick up the leaves.  Mr. Holderman reminded Council that it will reduce labor costs in terms of the Borough staff needing to continuously turn the leaves.  
Streets – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve pay application #4 to DAC Enterprise Construction Services, LLC, in the amount of $54,283.95.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  This was for the Bellefonte Streetscape Improvement Project.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Hay questioned whether a particle board sign on private property on McCallister Street is permissible.  It discusses cleaning out the Courthouse.  Council informed Mr. Hay that it is permissible under free speech.  Mr. Hay feels the sign should be made per the Borough’s sign ordinance regardless of what it says.  Mr. DeCusati will check the sign to be sure it is not in a right-of-way.        

Technology – Mr. Heidt had nothing to report.    
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Halderman received a letter from Governor Rendell informing him he was

appointed to the Uniform Construction Code Advisory Council.  He will need to be sworn in and then it will be official.  He will be representing the Borough’s Association on that Committee.
· Mr. Stewart received a call from a resident on North Thomas Street regarding a

cruising ordinance.  They are requesting the ordinance be expanded to North Thomas Street.  Mr. Stewart will discuss this with Chief Weaver.
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Aikens informed Council that there is an abandoned truck with a 2002 inspection

at the rental property behind the Borough Building.  He would like a police officer to check it out.    
EXONERATIONS
POLICE REPORT
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of February 16, 2009 at 9:08 PM.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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