
COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 6, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 

Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager; 

Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Barry Pearce, Darrell Jones, Eric Griden


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of March 16, 2009.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Walker Township Board of Supervisors, 816 Nittany Valley Drive, with

an invitation to the Rededication of Quiet Area (reflect on those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country) and the Community Day Celebration on Saturday, May 16, 2009.  A light lunch will be served at 12:30 PM and the Rededication Ceremony will be at 1:30 PM.  All reservations must be made by Friday, May 1, 2009.

· A letter from Mary Frances Severino, Opportunity Centre Clubhouse, regarding an

accident that happened on Airport Road.  The letter expressed concern regarding the unfinished sidewalk at the Airport Road and Zion Road Intersection.  Both of those roads are state roads.  PENNDOT explored options to complete the bike path.  Council will contact Triangle Building to see if something temporary could be installed along their property.  Mr. Stewart will write a letter to PENNDOT requesting they review that intersection.  

· A letter from Raymond Carroll, Youth & Aquatics Program Director, Bellefonte

Family YMCA, requesting the use of Governors Park fields for tee ball and soccer programs.  The expected dates of use would be each Saturday beginning April 24, 2009 through June 6, 2009, except for May 23, 2009.  The approximate times of usage would be 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM.  There would be approximately 50 families from the Bellefonte community participating.


Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· An invitation from the Clearfield/Centre county Borough’s Association to a meeting

that will be held on Thursday, April 23, 2009 at 6:00 PM at the Clearfield sons of Italy.  Reservations must be made by Thursday, April 16, 2009.    

· A memo from Amy Schirf, Education Coordinator, Centre County Solid Waste

Authority, regarding a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event that will be held Friday, May 1, 2009 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM and Saturday May 2, 2009 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Centre County Solid Waste authority located on Transfer Road near the Nittany Mall off Route 26.  

· A letter from Chris Finton, Chair, Watershed Cleanup day 2009, ClearWater

Conservancy announcing the 13th Annual Watershed Cleanup Day, which is Saturday, April 25, 2009, from 8:00 AM to Noon.  They would like Council to designate this date as Watershed Cleanup day.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to designate Saturday, April 25, 2009, as Watershed Cleanup Day.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to make the T-tag truck available for help on this day.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Cynthia Mazzant, Tempest Studios & Co-Chair, HBI Halloween

parade, requesting the use of Talleyrand Park for two theatre arts events:


May 2 & 3 – Journey Through Wonderland


September 26 & 27 – The Bard in Bellefonte

and permission to conduct the annual Halloween Parade on Sunday, October 25.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve all three requests provided there are no conflicts.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  It was requested that the group inform Chief Weaver of their plans.  The group will need to contact the County Commissioners to get permission to use the Courthouse steps.  A voice vote was unanimous.           
ORAL
· Eric Griden, 236 W. Linn Street, wanted to express concerns regarding the future of

West Linn Street.  Mr. Halderman told him no decision has been made, but that Council is in favor of making the street one-way going out of the Borough because of fire protection.  Mr. Griden is concerned with traffic speed.  Mr. Griden requested that PENNDOT lower the speed limit on that road and was informed that if the Borough requested that it would be taken into consideration.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Heidt reported on the Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan.  He is not sure what the

outcome will be.  Mr. DeCusati reported that the original plan calls for recreational uses.  Some residents do not want the Canyon used for recreational purposes.  Ms. Dainty expressed concern with Benner Township having the necessary funds to maintain the portion that they will receive.  The public comment period is open until Friday, April 17, 2009.  Residents are encouraged to express their concern regarding the Spring Creek Canyon.    
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman had nothing to report.
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 226 West Curtin Street/Curt and Natalie Stanton – install aluminum siding on existing bathroom addition;  paint body of house beige to match faux stone veneer; restore brick sidewalk and driveway; remove or lower, cap and paint porch railing.
2) 107 East High Street/Bob Bowersox for Alley Quiltworks – install new 2’ x 10’ sign for Alleycat Quiltworks, to be mounted on L brackets from the ceiling of the roof above.

3) 127 East High Street/Alan Uhler for Centre County Housing Authority – re-paint the building using three color scheme.

4) 359 East Curtin Street/Michael Scott – add new rear deck and reconfigure back of house to accommodate remodeled kitchen and relocated back door.

5) 348 East Curtin Street/Allan Thal – install new synthetic porch ceiling with the appearance of tongue and groove wood.

6) 105 East Curtin Street/Michael Immel – modify existing approval of tower observatory to contain one arched window rather than two in each dormer.  The proposed roof and dormer have not changed.
Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve all six Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr. Hay
seconded the motion.  Project #3 has already been completed.  There was concern expressed about why HARB approved a synthetic porch material for project #5.  The motion passed with Mr. DeCusati voting no.   

· HARB will be holding an educational workshop on Tuesday, April 14th, 2009 at the Courthouse Annex.   Council members are invited to attend.  The workshop topics include:  1) Economics of Historic Preservation; 2) Sustainability and Improving Energy Efficiency in Older Buildings; and 3) Accessibility Issues with Historic Buildings.  The information will be published in the Chamber newsletter.    
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown requested that Mr. Holderman update Council on work at Talleyrand Park.  Last year the Borough’s insurance carrier performed an inspection of the parks and provided a list of recommendations.  The Borough is working to get the Talleyrand playground into compliance by expanding the area around the playground equipment and installing new sand.  In that process a large willow tree was removed.  This was unfortunate but necessary due to the tree becoming unstable because of work that was completed around the roots.  

Finance – Ms. Dainty suggested that the Borough continue to work with the Hartman Agency this year for insurance rather than putting anything out for bid.  
Mrs. Dainty suggested that a Council person be appointed to sit on the Arts Grant Committee so Council and the Borough has a say in how the grants are awarded.  Mr. Aikens recommended the Council person on the Library Board be on the Arts Grant Committee.  Mr. Stewart will notify the Arts Grant Committee that a Council representative will be sitting on the Board.      

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor informed council that the YMCA will not be opening Kepler Pool for the summer season until Friday, June 12, 2009, because of financial reasons.  There has been a commitment from all local municipalities to contribute to Kepler Pool at a rate of $1.00 per head.  Approval of the contract with the YMCA for Kepler Pool Operation for Summer 2009 is put on hold until a meeting is held with Mr. Howard Long to discuss several issues.


Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve Amendment No. 2 to increase the amount approve by $3,000 to Weber, Murphy Fox.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  The money is available in the grant fund.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Holderman and Mr. Taylor met with a representative from Clearwater Conservancy at Masullo Park.  They requested permission to plant shrubs and trees in the park and work on the ryperian buffer around Spring Creek.  They will be using the Boy Scouts to help with the project.    

Personnel – Mr. Hay reported that a candidate has been selected for the position of Administrative Assistant.  The selected candidate will begin working on Monday, April 20, 2009.  
Mr. Hay made a motion to approve Ordinance 040609-01- Revision to PMRS (Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System).  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the Agreement with PMRS.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   


 Safety – Mr. Aikens made a motion to Adopt Chapter 242 Fire Safety Ordinance Amendment and Resolution #04-06-09 False Alarm Fee.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

Mr. Aikens thanked Mr. Holderman for getting this done in a timely fashion.  All fees are now under one ordinance within the Borough Fines.


PENNDOT provided new pedestrian signs.  


 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle had the bids opened for the used wheel loader.  The bids were turned over to the Sanitation Committee for review and recommendation.  

 Streets – Mr. DeCusati thanked the Borough crews for the fine job they are doing with the street cleaning.  

Mr. DeCusati would like to have a Streets Committee meeting on Monday, April 13, 2009.  One of the streets to be discussed will be Pike Lane.  Mr. Aikens recommended Mr. Fred Bruno be included in the meeting because fire equipment has difficulty traveling on Pike Lane.


Technology – Mr. Heidt had no report.
OLD BUSINESS
· There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Holderman would like Council members to verify that their packet is coming to

the correct email address.
· Mr. Halderman reported on his first meeting with the Uniform Construction Code

Advisory Committee.  

· Mr. Holderman informed Council the fine the Borough imposed on the Airport Authority due to issues caused by excessive deicing fluid at the Wastewater Treatment Plant was paid in full.  

EXONERATIONS
· Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the February ticket exonerations.  Ms. Dainty seconded

the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of April 6, 2009 at 8:56 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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