COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 20, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:15 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Heidt
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager; 

Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Jason Brown, Scott Johns, Randy Brachbill


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of April 6, 2009.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Albert Lavan, Centre County WNV Program Coordinator, regarding the

West Nile Virus Program.  Citizens are encouraged to report dead birds.  If anyone needs spraying treatment they should call the Planning Office at 355-6791.  Residents are urged to eliminate sources of standing water.  

· A letter from Robert W. Everett III, Sewage Planning environmental Trainee, Water

Management.  DEP reviewed the annual Waste Load Report for the Treatment Plant and are encouraging Bellefonte to seek re-rating of the organic loads at the Treatment Plant.  Mr. Stewart is currently seeking prices to do that.  

· A letter from Doug Hazel, Project Chairman, Bellefonte Lions Club, requesting

permission to set up the Lions Club tent on the Diamond for the annual rib sale fundraiser in the parking stalls adjacent to the brown stone building on Saturday, May 2, 2009, from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Judi Minor, Acting Paratransit Coordinator, CATA (Centre Area

Transportation Authority), informing of a Centre Ride Program meeting for input/comments that will be held on Wednesday, April 29th, at 1:00 PM in the CATA Board Room at 2081 W. Whitehall Road, State College.  The meeting is being held to obtain input on transportation needs, to hear suggestions for improving the Centre Ride program, and to discuss any other concerns or issues related to the program.

· A letter from Robert E. Lamb, Bellefonte Children’s Fair, requesting permission to

hold the 60th Children’s Fair on Saturday, June 6, from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM at East Curtin and Armor Streets.  The rain date will be Sunday, June 7th.  The request includes permission to close the 400 block of East Curtain and Armor Streets from East Linn to East Curtin from 8:00 AM until 5:00 PM.  The committee is also requesting a special trash pickup at the conclusion of the fair.  The committee would like permission to hang a banner along either West High Street or Allegheny Street.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the requests for the Children’s Fair.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Nicole R. Summers, Ed.D., Executive Director and F. David Dimmick,

President, Board of Directors, FaithCentre, Inc. thanking the Borough for the assistance provided with the Walk/Run of Faith.  

· A letter from Mrs. Kim Gasper, BAHS Cross-Country Coach, would like permission

to hold the 3rd Annual Herbie’s Hometown Loop near the Bellefonte Middle School on Saturday, August 15th.          

  
Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· A letter from Ida O’Donald, Bear Den Leader, Pack 35, requesting permission to hold

a Cubmobile race at Governor’s Park on the road that connects the entrance of the park to the pool on a Monday evening in May.  The boys officially become Webelos Scouts on June1st and would like to donate some community service hours to the park by doing clean-up work.  Chief Weaver feels there would be no problem with the pack conducting the race at the park.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mr. DeCusati would like any safety issues addressed.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Francis Bonfatto, Chair, Streets Committee, Bellefonte Arts & Crafts

Fair, requesting permission to conduct their event on Friday and Saturday, August 14th and 15th.  The streets, North and South Allegheny Street from Bishop Street to Howard Street and West High Street from Allegheny Street to Spring Street, would be closed to thru traffic from 7:00 AM Friday until 8:00 PM Saturday.  The request also includes permission to hang a banner across West High Street or North Allegheny Street and to hang the Arts & Crafts Fair signs on the street lamp posts when the Bellefonte Cruise signs are taken down.  The request is for three dumpsters located behind the YMCA for use of food vendors and artists and the removal of the dumpsters at the end of the fair.  The request includes the use of 12 parking spots in two of the downtown municipal parking lots for use as disabled parking for artists.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the request.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  This event will not interfere with the Herbie’s Hometown Loop race.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Ms. Dainty abstained due to her role as Chairperson for the event.

ORAL
· There were no oral communications.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Beigle attended the meeting for the Spring Creek Watershed Commission.  The

Clearwater Conservancy will be holding their annual spring cleanup on Saturday, April 25th.  Rodney Mitchell will be the Bellefonte Borough volunteer point-of-contact.  Mr. Beigle has a telephone number for anyone that would like to help with the cleanup.  Spring Township and Benner Township are bidding out their trash removal.  There is a commission that may take on the project of the disposal of alkaline batteries.  The purpose of the commission is to make the entire Centre County a “Green” county and to help with the environment.  

· Mr. Beigle attended an Airport Authority Meeting.  The Occupancy Permit has been

obtained and construction is completed.  The airport is doing well.  
· Mr. Halderman reported that the big item with the Review Committee for the

International Construction Code is the residential sprinkler inclusion on the 2009 IRC Code that will be voted on Wednesday, April 22, 2009.  The new code states that all new multi-family housing must have residential sprinklers beginning in 2010 and, in 2011, all new single family residential housing must have sprinklers.  The position of the Pennsylvania Association of Boroughs is that they would vote for exclusion from the 2009 code because municipalities can, by ordinance, enforce stricter rules than what is in the code if they wish to do so.      
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman informed everyone that the Bellefonte Community Yard Sale will be

Friday, May 1st and Saturday, May 2nd.  Riff-Raff Collection will be the week of May 4th on normal trash pickup days.  Mayor Goldman encouraged residents to root around in their basements and attics and to get rid of a lot of garbage.    
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1. 126 South Allegheny Street / Bob Bowersox for Twisted Scissor Dezigns – Install new 24” by 16’ MDO sign board in the existing sign space with cream background, black letters, burgundy border, and pink and tan accents. 

2. 134-138 West High Street / Seth Davis for John Lease – modify existing metal fire escape on rear of property, installing new painted wood members to bring up to current code.
3. 180 East Curtin Street / Dave Johnstonbaugh for Tom Shawley– install handicap access ramp to entrance on right side of building; repair exterior stairs to third floor on left side of building. 

4. 146 East Linn Street / Adam Scheidell – Conceptual approval – Proceed with engineering for second means of egress from third floor apartment, exiting on east side of building and wrapping to back porch; also explore installing a sprinkler system as an alternative.
5. 420 East Curtin Street / Randy Holderman – pour new concrete driveway from Church Lane to existing garage.  

6. 176 East Linn Street / Nancy Noll – removed existing wood main stair and concrete side stair, and pour new (unstamped) heated concrete steps in a flagstone gray color, widening the side stair to meet code requirements.
Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve all six Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr. Taylor

seconded the motion.  Mr. Hay questioned the ramp on the project at 180 East Curtin Street.  Mr. Beigle withdrew his motion and Mr. Taylor withdrew his second to the motion.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve five Certificates of Appropriateness, not including the project at 180 East Curtin Street.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the five Certificates of Appropriateness.


This project has been tabled until further information is provided.  Council would like to see pictures of the project at 180 East Curtin Street.    

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.

The wall at the Big Spring will be completed after Water Street is paved this summer.

Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the March 2009 vouchers in the amount of $1,154,538.12.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A large portion of this amount was for the project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Council would like to see the receipts for the safety shoes that were purchased.  A voice vote was unanimous.
March 2009 Vouchers

General







$222,136.41
Streetlighting



    



$       353.10
Bellefonte Fire Dept.
  

    



$    8,191.21
Fire Equipment


  



$    1,415.73
Parks & Recreation


    



$       1,160.08
Water


                     




$     90,319.31
Sanitation







$   720,860.24
Refuse




  



$   100,030.41
Swimming Pool


  



$          376.29  

CDBG



      




$       9,410.84
Special Projects


         



$              0.00         

Highway Aid



    



$          284.50
Capital Projects


          



$              0.00






Total:


$1,154,538.12
Mr. Taylor questioned the current balance of the Herlocher [water sold to Coca-Cola Company] funds.  Mr. Taylor questioned the banks where money is and whether the best rate is being received.  Mr. Stewart assured Council that Ms. Walker, Finance Director, constantly monitors this activity.  Mr. Stewart will provide Council with the requested information at the next meeting.    

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor stated the Parks and Recreation Committee met with Howard Long, YMCA.  The two items discussed were the comment that the YMCA will not be responsible for any losses in the contract for Kepler Pool.  That has been in the contract for the last several years.  There have not been any losses in the last few years.  If there are any losses that need to be absorbed, it would likely be divided among Spring Township, Benner Township, Walker Township, Marion Township and Bellefonte Borough.  Mr. Taylor informed Mr. Long that Council would like a monthly report beginning July 15th, for the pool.  Mr. Long will inform Council about how many pool memberships have been sold.  The Park & Recreation Committee recommended that the agreement with the YMCA be signed.  Mr. Long manages the pool to save money.  Mr. Long will not allow the pool to have a large debt.  If that appears to be happening, the YMCA and Shared Services can look at their options.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to sign the agreement with the Bellefonte YMCA to manage Kepler Pool for the summer of 2009.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


There are some students from Penn State that would like to give a presentation to Council on their work at Musullo Park this past Fall.  Mr. Holderman is trying to establish a time for them to meet with the Parks & Recreation Committee.  


Mr. Holderman reported that Clearwater Conservancy will be doing some cleanup work at Masullo Park on Saturday, April 25th.  They will be planting trees, mulching and working on the riparian buffer.  


Mr. Stewart is not sure on the status of the road/boat house for kayak launches proposed by the Fish and Boat Commission.  No agreement is in place as to assistance with the new facility.  The state is asking Bellefonte Borough and Spring Township to partner with them to maintain a boat launch facility.  The boat launch will be located between Bellefonte and the Wastewater Treatment Plant.


New willow trees will be planted in the park.  The old trees will not be removed until the new ones get established.


Mr. DeCusati requested that Council consider the option of making the former Bush House property part of the park.  Council needs the property to be a tax revenue property.        
Personnel – Mr. Hay reported the arbitration hearing on the Police Contract will be Thursday, May 14th.  

The new Administrative Assistant/Receptionist began her job in the Borough Office today.  Her name is Lindsay Rimmey.


Safety – Mr. Aikens reported that crosswalk painting will begin soon.  He would like to explore the possibility new street light bulbs for Allegheny Street and High Street to brighten the illumination.   

 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle made a motion to purchase a Wheel Loader from J. L. Hollinger and Sons at a cost of $47,000.00.  Mr. Beigle thanked the Borough crew for their recommendation on this bid.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Beigle informed Council that water usage has leveled off.


Mr. Beigle, Mr. Stewart and Mr. Smith met with the University Airport in reference to their glycol that is used at the airport.  There is a possibility that the glycol used at the airport could be used at the wastewater treatment plant as a carbon source.  This would be a win-win situation for both the University Park Airport and Bellefonte Borough.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to accept the agreement with the University Area Joint Authority with the changes recommended by Mr. Holderman.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 

 Streets – Mr. DeCusati and the Streets Committee met and discussed the options for West Linn Street/St. Rt. 144.  The Committee will go back to PennDOT and request that they repair the road.  Mr. Stewart is in the process of establishing a meeting with PennDOT.  The Committee also reviewed other areas downtown.  They would like to install reflectors on the ground to keep cars out of the walkway when pedestrians are crossing.  
The request for alternate street parking on Allegheny Street by Joseph C. Hazel Plumbing was discussed and it was decided to keep the parking as it is.    

Technology – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· The Floodplain maps were reviewed.  A section of the ordinance is being amended to

state the maps have been updated to comply with new regulations.  The last update was in 1976.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Floodplain Ordinance.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  This does not involve any expense for the Borough.  A voice vote was unanimous.

NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. DeCusati raised the question whether a business owner can have a cart in the

Waterfront District because the ordinance allows this.  Mr. Gallo is researching this.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that the zoning was approved, but the application was not worked out.  Mr. DeCusati encouraged the business owner to present his plan to Council.           
POLICE REPORT
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion. 

A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. DeCusati would like to see overtime hours listed on the police report to see if there is a trend. 

TICKET EXONERATIONS
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Mrs. Brown seconded

the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Aikens made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of April 20, 2009 at 9:15 PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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