COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 5, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Taylor, Hay 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Scott Rhoat, Bellefonte EMS; Randy Brachbill, 

Megan Lucas, Bellefonte EMT; Rita Snyder


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of April 20, 2009.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Tom Corbett, Attorney General, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

informing that contractors who perform home improvements for which the total cash value is $5,000 or more per year are required to register with the Office of Attorney General by July 1, 2009.

· A letter from Beth Ann Araujo, Borough Secretary, Centre Hall Borough, requesting

assistance with traffic control during the Fireman’s Parade on Saturday, June 6, 2009.  The parade begins at 5:00 PM, but the fire police should meet at Station 4 at 4:00 PM. 


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Cynthia L. Hahn, Executive Director, C-NET, that includes a proposal

for becoming a member of C-NET.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to table this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Rita Snyder, Coordinator, Bellefonte Letter Carrier Food Drive.  The

food drive will be held on Saturday, May 9, 2009.  The National Association of Letter Carriers, Branch 1495 were given permission to bag two parking meters next to the FaithCentre all day until 5:00 PM so mail carriers and volunteers can park their vehicles and unload donated food throughout the day.  

· Bulk Water Sales information was included in the packets for Council to review.  

· A letter from Tim Nilson, Executive Director, Seven Mountains EMS Council

reminding Council members that National Emergency Medical Services Week will be celebrated May 17-23, 2009.  EMS week is an opportunity to recognize pre-hospital and hospital EMS practitioners for the many hours they spend training and delivering care to the residents of and visitors to our communities.  The theme for this year is:  EMS:  A Proud Partner in Your Community.  

· A letter from Larry Lawson, Chairperson, Bellefonte Cruise.  Ms. Dainty feels the

letter was not necessary and feels the tone of the letter was disrespectful.  She reminded the Cruise Committee that the Borough cleans the streets for them and provide the streets that the cruise is held on and therefore Council, as a body, has a right to ask questions.  She feels if the Cruise Committee does not want to answer the questions they still need to be respectful.  Ms. Dainty would like a letter sent to the Cruise Committee stating her disappointment in the tone of the letter sent to Council.  Mr. Halderman does not want to be part of a letter being because he does not want to cause a problem with the Cruise Committee. He further stated the these folks are volunteers who do a lot of work for the successful event and have donated funds back to the Borough.  Mr. DeCusati feels Council should be permitted to request a financial report from various organizations.  He feels volunteer organizations have an obligation to be transparent.  Ms. Dainty recanted her request for a letter after discussion.
· A letter from Tim and Sally Roberts, 307 E. Linn Street, thanking the Bellefonte

Borough employees for the fantastic job they did with snow/ice removal this past winter.  Mr. Stewart will share this with the Borough Crew.  

· A letter from Kerry A. Benninghoff, State Representative, 171st Legislative District,

asking whether Council is interested in supporting electric generation projects and power supply arrangements.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to support this legislation.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  This is in regard to generating energy and then selling it back to the electric company.  Ms. Dainty attended a seminar that stated electric companies will be required to purchase 10% of their power from public entities.  She feels the Borough needs to explore a spot on Purdue Mountain to install windmills to produce power.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Andrew Hillegass, Adjutant, Post 1600, Bellefonte Veterans of Foreign

Wars, requesting help with the Memorial Day celebration that will be held in front of the Court House on May 24, 2009 at 11:00 AM.  The request includes the closing of High Street from Spring Street to Penn Street; and Allegheny Street from Howard Street to Bishop Street; the placement of barriers at the above mentioned locations at 10:30 AM with removal of the barriers immediately following the ceremony.      


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

· A letter from JoAnn L. Knupp, Chairperson, Concerts in the Park, requesting

permission to have the Summer Sounds Concerts in Talleyrand Park every Sunday evening from June 14, 2009 through August 9, 2009 from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  The request also requests the use of the electricity at the Gazebo.  


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· A letter from M. Melidene Shaffer requesting an extension of six months to repair

various Code violations on rental properties at 232 N. Spring Street and 107 N. Spring Street.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to deny the extension request.  Mr. Aikens seconded the

motion.  Mr. Aikens expressed concern that this decision was not handled administratively.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
· In regard to the pedestrian killed in an automobile accident March 7, 2009 on Airport

Road, Mr. Halderman wrote a letter to Bob Jacobs, Mr. Stewart, and Tom Zilla from the Municipal Planning Commission requesting the situation be examined and stating what will happen at that intersection.  Bob Jacobs emailed Mr. Halderman and informed him that he will be contacting PennDOT and requesting information.  Mr. Stewart has sent correspondence to PennDOT and Triangle Building Supply but hasn’t received a response to date.           

ORAL
· Mr. Heidt addressed Council as a member of the public.  Previously Council

permitted Mr. Heidt to increase the permitted rooms at his Bed & Breakfast from five to eight, thus classifying his building as an Inn.  When Mr. Heidt went for his permit he was informed that he needed a building permit and then an architect and an engineer to design the plans for the building permit…but…Mr. Heidt is not building anything.  Following the design plans Harry Burd would complete an inspection, which would be denied and then Mr. Heidt would need to go before the state Accessibility Appeals Board and apply for a variance, at a cost of $100.00.  This requirement is a result of Borough Council adopting the IBC and the existing building code.  The state grants an exception for five rooms or less.  Mr. Heidt feels the code needs to be adjusted to state nine or less and that would be fine.  According to the state website single family homes and two family homes three stories or less are excluded.  Mr. Heidt argues that a Bed & Breakfast is primarily a single family home, which is how it is zoned.  If the code cannot be adjusted Mr. Heidt will request a second Bed & Breakfast on the third floor of his property with four rooms.  Mr. Stewart recommends Council receive legal advice regarding this matter before any changes are made.  Mr. Stewart informed Council when the room amount goes above five rooms, the PA State guidelines stipulate you are categorized as a commercial business and therefore the State is responsible for compliance on issues such as ADA accessibility and emergency egress.  

· Randy Brachbill, 120 South Badger Street, recently removed four 50’ pine trees along

Cherry Lane.  He will be replanting trees and would like to know what the right-of-way distance is off Cherry Lane.  Mr. Stewart will find out what the right-of-way distance is.    

· Dave Johnstonbaugh, 180 East Curtin Street, addressed Council regarding a ramp in

front of his house.  This matter will be discussed under Community Affairs.      
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mrs. Brown attended the Clearfield/Centre County Association of Boroughs meeting

on Thursday, April 30th.  The meeting was well attended.  The Mayor of Altoona talked about blighted property.  Mrs. Brown provided the Borough’s Building Code Inspector the information so he can talk with the Mayor about this matter.
· Mr. Halderman attended a Uniform Construction Code Committee meeting on

Thursday, April 30th, in Harrisburg.  As of 2010 residential sprinklers will be required in all new multi-family homes and in 2011 residential sprinklers will be required in all new single family homes in Pennsylvania.  

· Mr. Halderman attended the MPO meeting.  Marion Township is trying to delay the

proposed Bellefonte Interchange, which is proposed to be built in their township.  There is disagreement over where the new Bellefonte Interchange will be built and whether a high-speed interchange will be built.  


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to have Mr. Stewart write a letter to PennDOT on behalf of Council regarding the effect the new high-speed interchange would have on Bellefonte Borough with traffic.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman presented the Bellefonte EMS with a proclamation for Emergency

Medical Services for Children’s Day.  Emergency Medical Services for Children promotes the high-level emergency care given by EMS providers with pediatric emergency skills.  Mayor Goldman proclaimed May 20, 2009 as Emergency Medical Services For Children’s (EMSC) Day and encourages the community to observe this day.  

· Mayor Goldman presented the Bellefonte EMS with a proclamation that designates

the Week of May 17-23, 2009 as Emergency Medical Services Week.  Emergency medical services serve a vital role in public service.  Access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury.  Mayor Goldman encouraged the community to observe EMS Medical Services Week with appropriate programs, ceremonies and activities.  


The Bellefonte EMS proudly accepted both proclamations on behalf of the staff and volunteers.  Mr. Scott Rhoat expressed appreciation of the support of the Mayor and Council.

· Mayor Goldman presented a proclamation to Rita Snyder on behalf of the National

Association of Letter Carriers (AFL-CIO) that designates Saturday, May 9, 2009 as “Stamp Out Hunger Day”.    This will be the 17th annual National Food Drive.  Mayor Goldman commends all postal workers and participants of this significant and worthwhile cause.


Ms. Snyder supported what Mayor Goldman said about EMS workers because of an accident that her husband was involved in.  She stated you don’t know how important EMS workers are until you need them.  


Ms. Snyder, on behalf of herself and all other postal employees, the Faith Centre, and all residents receiving the food, thanked Bellefonte Borough for supporting the food drive.  
· Mayor Goldman read a proclamation declaring National Drinking Water Week,

which will be observed May 3rd through May 9th, 2009.   
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 201 East Cherry Lane/Jim Boscaino – Install new shed with wood trusses and vinyl sides and doors in parking lot across the alley from the building.
2) 410 North Allegheny Street/Bill Tressler – Install new 10’ x 12’ wood storage shed in the southeast corner of the property.  The shed will have a gable or gambrel roof and will be painted dark red in a shade compatible with the brick on the house.

3) 107 East Linn Street/Bill Tressler – Remove asphalt driveway on the east side of the property, accessed from Linn Street, and plant grass.

4) 105 East Curtin Street/Michael Immel – Build new one-story side porch around hexagonal bay on the Curtin Street side of the house.  The porch will be on the existing concrete pad, and will have a hipped roof to match the roofline of the porch that historically existed in this location.  Decorative details to be determined at a later date.

5) 180 East Curtin Street/Dave Johnstonbaugh for Tom Shawley – install handicap access ramp to entrance on right side of building; repair exterior stairs to third floor on the left side of building.

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the first four Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

The Borough’s HARB Consultant included additional drawings for project #5, 180 East Curtin Street.  Mr. Johnstonbaugh made the application for the temporary handicap ramp because his mother lives with him.  It is typical for HARB to receive non-owner applications.  Mr. DeCusati has received concerns about this project from other homeowners in the area.  Council expressed concern that the design of the ramp is not suited for the Historic District.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 180 East Curtin Street.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken and the results were as follows:  Brown – Yes; Dainty – Yes; Beigle – Yes; Aikens – Yes; DeCusati – No; Heidt – Yes; Halderman – No.  The motion passed.    

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown made a motion to place a “no smoking” ban in Talleyrand Park.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mrs. Brown has received complaints from parents that take their children to the playground area of the park and have to deal with smoking.  Mr. Stewart will explore to see if it is permissible to pass an ordinance in an open air park banning smoking.  Mrs. Brown withdrew her motion and Mr. Beigle withdrew his second until Mr. Stewart has opportunity to do research on the situation.  
Finance – Ms. Dainty had nothing to report.

Park & Recreation – Mr. Aikens made a motion that Weber/Murphy/Fox finalize things for permitting and submitting.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve the request of the Bellefonte High School 2009 senior class to use the Back Green of Talleyrand Park by the Match Factory for their annual picnic from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  They are requesting electricity to be able to play music.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
Personnel – The Personnel Committee reported there will be an arbitration hearing regarding the Police Contract on Thursday, May 14, 2009.

 Safety – Mr. Aikens made a motion to give a Certificate of Recognition to the Logan Fire Company #1 and one to the Undine Fire Company #2.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

Mr. Beigle would like to use Municipal Funds that are set aside to have a Volunteer Recognition.  Mr. Stewart will clarify the definition of what the funds can be used for.    


 Water/Sanitation – Riff-raff collection is being done this week.  When the week is completed Mr. Beigle would like a report of the tonnage that was collected.  

 Streets – Mr. DeCusati thanked Mr. Stewart for placing a sign on Linn Street that reminds drivers to slow down because of children.  

A meeting will be scheduled with the State Representative and PennDOT in regards to the Streetscape project issue at Pike Lane.


Ms. Dainty expressed concern with certain downtown Business Owner’s using their own bags to bag meters and then ushering people into their shop.  It was previously designated that tour buses be parked in front of the Courthouse.  She feels in this instance, this particular business owner needs to pay the $10 per bag or else the buses need to be parked in the designated area.

Ms. Dainty also reminded Council that there is a Doctor’s Parking Sign on Spring Street and it needs to be removed because she is not a medical doctor at that location.  Ms. Dainty pointed out that, in fairness, there are no other medical staff with a private parking sign.   A letter will be sent to the individual using this parking space stating that the sign will be replaced with a parking meter.    


Technology & Efficiency – Mr. Stewart stated that DCED has a program where they will assist municipalities in reviewing their operations to determine efficiencies.  He is aware that State College Borough is currently working with DCED in this program.  Mr. Stewart would like to contact DCED to discuss the possibility of utilizing this service for Bellefonte Borough.    
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Holderman received an email from Howard Long, BellefonteYMCA.  Mr. Long had submitted an application for the National Challenger Learning Center.  He learned from the Board of Directors that the YMCA of Centre County, Bellefonte Branch, has been unanimously approved for the Challenger Learning Center.  This will be the first for Pennsylvania and the first YMCA in the country.  YMCA needs to raise $2.2 million for the learning center.  Everyone that has received a Center thus far has been provided a $1 million grant.  When the application was submitted by the YMCA, the Borough stated they would provide land in Bellefonte for the learning center if the grant was successful and the project came to fruition.  

· Mr. DeCusati reminded Council that there is a business owner that would like to be a

street vendor.  A picture of the cart was presented.  They will be required to obtain a seasonal permit at a nominal fee.      

NEW BUSINESS
· There was no new business.  
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. DeCusati  made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of May 5, 2009 at 9:20 PM.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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