COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 1, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager; 
Mayor Stanley Goldman; 

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Pat Casher, Randy Brachbill, R. Ferro, Fred Bruno,  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Hay made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of May 18, 2009.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Ted Onufrak, Executive Director, CCWSA(Centre County

Solid Waste Authority, advising the Borough of a recycling rebate given to Bellefonte Borough in the amount of $6,478.63.  This money will be placed in the Refuse Fund. 
· A letter from Jolene Peterson, Event Host, Sylvan Circle annual block party,

requesting permission to have a block party on Saturday, July 18th, from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
· A letter from Eric S. Lundy, PE, Project Engineer, Nittany Engineering & Associates,

LLC, in association with their permitting process of the Pedestrian Bridge in Talleyrand Park.

· The League of Women Voters of Centre County will be presenting A Public Forum:

Protecting Our Groundwater Through Proper Installation of Residential Wells and Geothermal Heat-Pump System Boreholes on Wednesday, June 3rd, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Patton Township Municipal Building, 100 Patton Plaza, State College.  The speaker will be Todd Giddings, Pd.D., P.G., who will be discussing how and where ground-water contamination can occur and the steps that must be taken to protect drinking water resources. 
· A carbon copy of a letter to District Attorney Michael Madeira from Mary Frances

Severino, Director-Opportunity Centre Clubhouse in regard to an accident on Airport Road that resulted in a pedestrian death.  There were questions raised in regard to statements that were made.  The front property belongs to Triangle Building.  Mr. Halderman noted that PennDOT is surveying the area to see if anything can be done.      
· A letter from Kevin Snook, Carnival Committee, Logan Fire Company No. 1,

advising Council that their 37th Annual Fourth of July Celebration will be held at the Bellefonte Armory Grounds from Tuesday, June 30th through Friday, July 3rd.  The fireworks display will be by R&R Fireworks Company on Thursday, July 2nd at 10:30 PM with the rain date on Friday, July 3rd.  The Fireman’s Parade will be Friday, July 3rd, beginning at 6:00 PM.  The letter also requests the use of Borough barricades for traffic restrictions at the carnival grounds and for High Street residents front properties notifying local residents of “No Parking” and “No Walking Access” to the carnival grounds; the use of three (3) Borough dumpsters and daily garbage pick up the week of the event; and the use of the Borough street sweeper and an operator to clean up the grounds around the Armory and the parking area on Tuesday, July 7th, and to inform the Fire Company that the sweeping has been completed.

Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the requests.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  It is noted that the carnival ends on Friday, July 3rd and the parade is also on Friday, July 3rd, because of the 4th of July celebrations that are held at Beaver Stadium.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· A letter from Rita E. Ferro requesting permission to shut down her block on Helsel

Lane on Sunday, June 7th for a block party from 5:00 PM to 10:30 PM.


Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  Ms. Ferro is the only house on the block.  She is having a party for twenty graduating students.  The closing will be Helsel Lane between Shope Street and Monroe Street.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
ORAL
· Fred Bruno, Bellefonte Fire Chief, gave his report for January 2009 through April

2009.  During this period there were 109 calls.  Mr. Bruno has a problem with the fire apparatus backing into the fire stations.  They have tried using fire personnel wearing safety vests to stop traffic, but traffic is not stopping.  The situation is worse at the Undine Fire Station than it is at the Logan Fire Station.  Chief Bruno suggested a flashing light could be installed when the apparatus needs to back into the station.  Mr. Stewart will write a letter to PennDOT and request a solution to this situation.  Mr. Stewart will carbon copy the letter to Representative Benninghoff and Senator Corman.


- Mr. Halderman received a telephone call from Dr. Covey regarding the free parking stall that was removed in front of her building.  Dr. Covey informed Mr. Halderman that she pays $50 per year and for the last couple years has paid $100 for the parking stall, but did not receive a bill for this year.  Ms. Dainty reported that she has not paid for several years.  It was pointed out that this service is not provided for any other professionals in town and that permits for the public parking lots are available.   

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Ms. Dainty and Mr. Holderman reported on the Shared Services Meeting.  A Census

Bureau representative addressed the meeting.  The shared services group attended a fire training event several months ago.  Mr. MacMath from Spring Township set up the next meeting for Wednesday, June 24th, which will be a public meeting where a guest speaker from a municipality that has established a task force to explore Shared Fire Services will talk about what they did, and how their task force was comprised.  The place and time will be announced.  Mr. Holderman would like as many Council representatives as possible attend the meeting.  The task force is made up of various citizens, not Council representatives.

· Mr. Holderman attended the Spring Creek Watershed Commission Meeting.  At the

workshop on June 3rd there will be a demonstration of a geo-thermal heat pump installation.  

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Goldman announced that Saturday, June 6th, will be the 60th Children’s Fair. 

The Children’s Fair is under the umbrella of HBI and this year is chaired by Bob Lamb of the Rotary Club.  The proceeds of the fair will be used to purchase playground equipment for Bellefonte Borough playgrounds.  

Mayor Goldman reminded Bellefonte residents that they must cut the grass between the curb and the sidewalk in front of their property.  


Mayor Goldman stated the policy for the meters in front of the Plaza Centre is that Chief Weaver will provide the orange meter bags.  

Mayor Goldman reported that there was a good article in the Centre Daily Times about the Bellefonte School Resource officer.    

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· None.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown requested that Mr. Stewart provide an update on the Refuse Crew.  Mr. Stewart reported that they will move to the building at the landfill sometime this week.  The end of the larger building there is open and the crew would like to install a garage door to keep the trucks secure.  Additional lighting has been added.  Mr. Stewart reported that the Borough will explore the possibility of a shared service recycling with yard waste and leaf compost and the possibility of obtaining grants to purchase the required equipment.  

A picture of the new loader was provided to Council.  The loader should last a long time at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

Roger Herman has proposed the installation of a solid fence around the Big Spring. 

The fence would be installed on the sidewalk around the Big Spring.  Mr. Halderman would like to contact Coca-Cola regarding an update on the proposal to install spray headers at the Big Spring to install a water spray that would provide a cover to the brown tarp currently in place.  

Beaver Farms Phase II – this was discussed at the Planning Commission meeting. 

There is discussion of adding more apartments.    

Mrs. Brown reported there are some bricks in Talleyrand Park that are a safety issue

because they are sticking up and could cause someone to trip.

Mr. Stewart will find out what type of blocks will be used on the raceway by the tracks at Talleyrand Park.  Mrs. Brown would like the railroad contacted regarding the switch box that was painted with graffiti at the railroad bridge.  Mr. Shuey is sending letters out to owners of properties that have been vandalized with graffiti requesting they clean them.  Mr. Aikens would like the significance of the graffiti examined.  Mrs. Brown does not think that it is fair that the property owner is responsible to clean up the graffiti.  


Mr. DeCusati feels the sign on the Benner Pike coming into town needs to have trimming done around it.  
Finance – Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the submittal of the 2009 CDBG Grant Application.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  The amount of the application is $124,482.00.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Ms. Dainty feels that the Economic Recovery Funds of $33,470.00 would require a tremendous amount of paperwork and questioned whether the Borough is capable of keeping the required paperwork.  Mr. Holderman reported that the money will go through CDGB to upgrade the playground equipment.  Mr. Holderman reported that the recovery funds needs to be spent within 120 days.      

Park & Recreation – Mr. Holderman reported that the questioned vouchers by Councilman Taylor from the previous Council meeting regarding grass seed were actually not for grass seed, but for fertilizer that was purchased for all the parks.  

Mr. Taylor reported that Kepler Pool was retrofitted with the regulator and drain covers and is being prepared for opening on June 12th.  The bill was for approximately $5,400.00.  A grant was received from the Garver Fund (Bellefonte ELKS) to HBI in the amount of $2,000.00 to assist in covering the costs associated with the equipment.  Mr. Holderman thanked the Elks and HBI for their assistance.    

Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the 2009 CDBG funds for Talleyrand Park.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Personnel – Mr. Hay made a motion to appoint Kevin Clark as a primary member of the Planning Commission and Doug Stanfield as an alternate member of the Planning Commission.  This will require a change to the ordinance that permits an alternate to participate.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  The alternate will have voting privileges in the absence of a member.  

 Safety – Mr. Aikens noted the bulletin: “Fire Detection & Suppression for Buildings in Historic Districts” was completed with the assistance of a grant from the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission.  The first two pages are dedicated to Bellefonte and what the Borough has done under the Preservation and Fire Prevention Task Force that was established in 2006 after the Bush House Fire.  There are good changes addressing fire protection in the Borough.  The Property Maintenance Code was amended and the Task Force has fulfilled its mission with great success.  

Mr. Aikens then made a motion to disband the Task Force until needed in the future.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Holderman stated the Fire Executive Committee invited Council to tour the Fire Departments.   It will be set up for a worksession later this summer.  

 Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reported that there will be a Water Authority Meeting on Tuesday, June 2nd.  He reported that the landfill looks better than it has for a while.  Mr. Beigle would like the crew to examine the driver’s license of people taking grass clippings and brush to the landfill to be sure they are residents of Bellefonte Borough.  


Mr. Beigle feels the check that was received from the Centre County Solid Waste Authority shows the benefits of recycling.  

Mr. Beigle reported that two weeks ago a sleeve was installed on a water line on Allegheny Street as a demonstration on repairing water lines.  Mr. Beigle feels it was very educational and will save the Borough a lot of money.  Bellefonte Borough will be one of the first municipalities in the area using this method of leak repair for sewer and water lines.  

There is a valve leaking on Water Street that will be repaired before the road is paved.    

 Streets – Mr. DeCusati informed Council that Staff will be in contact with members of the Committee to establish a date for a meeting to discuss the project on Potter Street.  

Mr. DeCusati made a motion that CDBG money left from the Streetscape Project be used to repair the municipal parking lot and to add additional lighting as long as everything is okay with the state on any residual funds.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. DeCusati expressed appreciation to the Borough staff for installing the pylon posts along the walking lane next to the Bellefonte WOK on Cherry Lane.  The work done is not exactly what Council agreed on, however, from a pedestrian point of view the way the work was done is safer.  It was suggested that a sign needs to be installed to remind residents of the painted line sidewalk area.  Mr. DeCusati and the Streets Committee will determine whether to make a 15-minute parking stall that requires the use of flashers.  Mayor Goldman would like Chief Weaver to be involved in the meeting.

Technology & Efficiency – Mr. Heidt reminded Council members that they need to back up their computers on a regular weekly or monthly basis.  He recommended the use of a site called Carbonite, which only costs $50.00 per year.    
OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Heidt made a motion to repeal the Farmers Market Ordinance by the end of 2009.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken:  Brown – yes; Dainty – no; Taylor – yes; Hay – no; Aikens – no; Beigle – yes; DeCusati – no; Heidt – yes; Halderman – yes.  The motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
· There was no new business.  
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. DeCusati  made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of June 1, 2009 at 9:10 PM.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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