COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 19, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council Chair Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Beigle, DeCusati, Halderman,
Members Excused: 
Dunne,  
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager

Mayor Stanley Goldman  

Staff Present:  

Russell Shuey
Guests:  
Rod Beard 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
·   According to a letter received from Mary A. Soderberg, Secretary of the Budget,

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Governor Rendell has authorized the release of $3,000,000 in Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) funding for the redevelopment of the Bellefonte waterfront.  The project is eligible to receive funding via legislative authorization in the Capital Budget Project Itemization Act of 2006-83.  

Mr. Halderman and Council members thanked Senator Jake Corman for helping secure the grant.  The grant will allow the Borough to move forward with the development of the Waterfront District between High Street and Lamb Street.  Mr. DeCusati thanked the Borough staff, including Don Holderman and Ralph Stewart, for their hard work in putting the project together.         
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council
meeting of July 6, 2010.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Steven W. Snook, Fire Police Captain, Pleasant Gap Fire Co. No. 1,

requesting the help of Bellefonte Fire Police for their parade night Thursday, July 29th, 2010 to help with traffic control beginning at 5:00 PM.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Joe Rocco, Government Affairs, Comcast, Keystone Region, regarding

price increases that will begin August 1, 2010. 

Mr. Beigle made a motion to send a letter objecting to the price increase.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from William MacMath, Spring Township Manager, to see if there is any interest

in discussion several options for Building Inspection Services.  The suggestion is to explore the option of some type of regional program.  Ms. Dainty and Russell Shuey will attend the meeting.  

· A letter from Rev. Dr. Darlene Jenkins, St. Paul A.M.E. Church, 1 St. Paul Street,

Bellefonte, requesting the use of forty (40) parking spaces at the Train Station Parking lot on Sunday, August 8th.  The letter also included a request for permanent parking signs in front of the church (5 parking spaces) because non-church people park in front of the church during the week and on Sundays.  Council members will check into the situation to see if there could be signs installed at the church stating Sunday services only.     


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the request for the use of forty parking spaces at the Train Station Parking lot on Sunday, August 8th.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 

· A letter from Holly A. Wilson, President, Historic Bellefonte, Inc. requesting the use of 
Talleyrand Park on Sunday, October 24th, for a Community Days/Fall Festival event.  The request also includes the closure of Allegheny Street from the Bellefonte Elementary to High Street and from High Street to Talleyrand Park for the Annual Halloween parade. 


Ms. Dainty made a motion to allow HBI the use of Talleyrand Park on Sunday, October 24th from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM as well as the street closure request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Bellefonte Area High School thanking the Borough and other supporters for

the recognition, help and assistance when the girl’s softball team came into town after winning the State Championship game. 

· A letter from Spring Township requesting Council to consider allowing Spring Township

the use of the Musser Lane landfill for brush and yard waste collection.  This will be turned over to the Water/Sanitation Committee for review and recommendation.          
ORAL
· Ms. Dainty reminded the press that what she is going to discuss is not for the public yet,

but she is going to request preliminary approval so it can be announced at a later date.  The Bellefonte Arts & Crafts Fair is seeking a preliminary approval to have the Bellefonte Arts & Crafts Fair in the Talleyrand Park Expansion in 2011.  Bob Dorman feels it would be a better area for the fair.  Council members feel it would be a good idea.   
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Authority draft meeting minutes from July 7, 2010 were in the packet for review.  
· Mr. Halderman received correspondence from Governor Rendell informing him that he

was re-appointed to the Uniform Construction Code Advisory Committee through 2012.  

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman reminded everyone that the $3,000,000.00 grant that was received will

be a real boon to Bellefonte.  It will open the entire downtown of Bellefonte.  He feels that gratitude is owed to Senator Corman.  

· Mr. Beigle questioned how the police department motorcycle is doing because he has not

seen it out this summer.  Mayor Goldman informed him that it is used approximately four days a week.  There are three officers that are able to ride the cycle.  Council members would like to know how many miles are put on the cycle in a week’s time.     
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· CCMPO letter to State Legislators – State Transportation Funding:  A copy of a letter to

Representative Benninghoff in regard to funding for the sidewalk on Airport Road just off of Bishop Street and the easement that is necessary for that sidewalk.  Mr. Stewart has talked with PennDOT representatives and their latest position is that they will try to get funding if the Borough can secure the easement for that sidewalk.  They will try to have the drawings completed soon so the easement line is determined.  Mr. Stewart will then set up a meeting with the Mattern Family to pursue an easement.  Mrs. Dunne and Mr. DeCusati should be part of the discussion as well.  

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to give the owners of the Cadillac Building thirty (30) days to

put in a protected walkway for pedestrians around the building.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Northwest Savings Bank Traffic Impact Assessment – there are letters going back and

forth.  The packet contains a traffic study prepared by David E. Wooster and Associates, Inc.  The study indicates that a traffic light at this time is not warranted.  PennDOT wants it noted that the Zion Road entrance into Northwest Savings Bank does not open until PennDOT is finished with the betterment project.  If a traffic light is warranted Northwest Savings Bank would be responsible to pay the cost of installing it.

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 140 West High Street/Kerry Benninghoff – Install sign at new location.
2) 103 South Allegheny Street/Lee Swope – Paint new sign at new business location, and replace lettered awning skirt with new skirt with no lettering.

3) 347 East Linn Street/Ralph Stewart – Install new 4’ high white wooden picket fence around back yard.

4) 126 South Water Street/Neal Witmer for Chris Summers/Alan Roy Realty – Since paint could not be removed without damaging brick, repaint brick building in “Georgian Brick,” with trim and accent colors to be approved administratively.

5) 212 West Linn Street/Teri Reis – Modify existing COA for fire escape, bringing it down to the ground on the east side of the house rather than at the rear.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve all five Certificates of Appropriateness as presented.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mr. Wilson reported that an individual from project #2 is parking his truck in downtown Bellefonte on a regular basis to be used as billboard advertising.  Mr. Wilson would like it monitored to be sure he isn’t parking longer than the two-hour limit.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. Stewart abstained from voting.   

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mr. Stewart reported that the Career Link employees will help with painting railing along Water Street.  On South Water Street the Borough crew may be used where the sidewalk is narrow.  Mr. Stewart will explore the possibility of having prisoners help with the painting.  
Finance and Government Performance – The Hartman Insurance Proposal for August 1, 2010 through July 31, 2011 was in the packet for review.  The cost will be $157,491 representing a savings of $14,962.00 due to the decrease in Workers Compensation Claims.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay an invoice to McQuaide Blasko in the amount of $2,680.14 for services rendered.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  Mr. Taylor would like to know how much was spent in legal fees for the Farmers Market.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the June 2010 vouchers in the amount of $875,049.58.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
June 2010
General


       998-1000, 17125-17230
  
$   189,579.81
Streetlighting



    625 – 630  


$       6,053.15
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    998 – 1005 


$       2,717.96
Fire Equipment


  1200 – 1203 


$       4,695.88
Parks & Recreation


  1273 – 1290  

$       7,219.49
Water



              7017 – 7076 


$     85,532.09
Sanitation


              8309 – 8372 
  

$   403,448.51*
Refuse




  1884 – 1911 


$     90,426.18
Swimming Pool


    428 – 431   


$       1,506.69
CDBG


             1053 – 1057, 207 – 208 
 
$     80,047.08
Special Projects

                993, 202


$          257.96
Highway Aid



    133, 203 


$       3,564.78
Capital Projects
                                   -


$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                                113


$              0.00





                      Total:

$    875,049.58
        *Includes $258,916.09 transfers between bank accounts – actual expenses $144,532.42

Mr. Stewart reported an invoice was received for skunk removal services.  This is the second invoice this year for skunk removal.  When the invoice is paid the total spent for skunk removal in 2010 so far is $1,815.00.      

Park & Recreation – Job Conference No. 8 was provided to Council members for review for the new addition at Talleyrand Park.  Mr. Holderman reported that all funding for the Talleyrand Park Expansion has been spent.  The Borough is in the process of trying to recoup the last $120,000 less 10% retainage from the grant.  There was a lot of CDBG program income funding dating back to 2002 that was expended as well as the 2008 CDBG funding.      


YMCA has not yet provided a report on Kepler Pool.  Mr. Stewart will request a report from them.

  
Human Resources – There a Career-Link supported person, Lenae Knapp, doing an internship in the Borough office as well as people in the Public Works Department.  The service is free to the Borough because salaries are paid for by the state.  

Safety – Mr. Wilson encouraged Council Members to be cogniscent of the August 15th deadline to nominate Community Fire Task Force Representatives.   

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reported that a $500,000 water system project was submitted to the H2O Grant Program.  If the grant is received the Borough would need to match half of that amount.

Professional Leak Detection is being funded by Coca-Cola and is planned for late July or early August.  A letter will be sent to Coca-Cola thanking them for funding this project.  


Mr. DeCusati questioned how a price is determined for bulk water sales.  Mr. Beigle reported that a feeler was put out to see what different areas charged.  The consensus of the Water Authority was to not make the fee too high.  The Authority is required to justify the rates that are being charged.  Mr. Stewart stated the sales are increasing, but are very, very sporadic.  He will compile figures for Council to review.  There was concern expressed about trucks destroying roads.  Mr. Stewart there was a meeting at Penn Eagle Industrial Park with association members and township officials.  The issue was raised regarding who will pay for the roads or will the roads be bonded.  Mr. Stewart listened to their concerns.  The Penn Eagle Industrial Park would like a formal filling station if the water business is going to continue in that location.  Mr. Stewart has contacted the two companies that the Borough deals with and suggested if they are coming long-term a formal filling station will be required.  It would take a year to get plans approved before a formal filling station could even be built.  Mr. DeCusati would like to see the gas companies pay more for water as well as money to cover the cost of road repair, loading onto the trucks, facility maintenance, pumps, lines – charge approximately $20 for each truck.  Mr. Stewart reported that the trucks travel on state roads and not Borough roads.  Mr. Stewart will share Mr. DeCusati’s thoughts with the Authority members.  Mr. DeCusati requested a report on the gallons of bulk water (truck water) sold in 2009 versus 2010.          


Streets – The open street paving bids were opened and are as follows:
HRI - $139,316.00

Glen Hawbaker - $152,836.75


New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co. - $144,711.25


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve low bidder of the project if all qualifications are in order with the bid.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. Stewart talked with PennDOT regarding the status of West High Street.  HRI has the contract and they estimate the curb work will begin in two-three weeks.  A few weeks after that milling will begin.  Mr. Stewart reminded PennDOT of the Arts & Crafts Fair.  PennDOT will not pave during the Arts & Crafts Fair.  


The permit drawings are submitted for a crosswalk signal at Howard and Wilson Streets.  The work cannot begin until the permit is in hand.


Signage on Spring and Bishop Street has been taken care of.


Hedges near the church parking lot that cover a sign were taken care of by Mr. Gallo.


On the corner of North Spring Street where it meets Beaver Street there is an unpaved road by some apartment buildings and the street is not maintained.  Mr. Stewart feels it is an un-ordained right-of-way.  The Borough code speaks on how to deal with un-ordained streets. You must have the citizens agree to pay and turn the street over to the Borough.      

Energy & Environmental Conservation – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Work is being done on the Façade Grant.  Currently Mr. Holderman reported they are

responding to a Labor & Industry request regarding prevailing wages.  The grant will be administered in-house.

· The HARB Consultant position will be advertised within the next 1 ½ weeks.  The grant

was received to cover the position.  July 31, 2010 will be Erin Hammerstedt’s last day in this position.  A letter will be sent to thank her for the outstanding job she has done.     

· Work is being done on the manuscript of the General Code Ordinance Codification

Update.  The manuscript should be received by the end of August.  The Borough will then take two to three months to be sure everything is correct.  

· The credit card payment process is now operational on the Borough website.  SEDA

COG helped to establish this.     

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to recommend Walt Schneider to replace Bill Hay and Dave

Provan to replace Alex Novak on Borough Council.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· The language in the cell tower agreement is still being examined.  

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to remove language recommended by Chief Weaver from the

· Farmers Market Ordinance.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was

unanimous.  
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Halderman would like to review the Industrial Development Authority bylaws to

determine if representatives are required to live within the Borough.  
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to cancel the August 16, 2010 Council meeting.  Mr. DeCusati

seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Mr. Beigle voting no.

· Mr. DeCusati received two complaints regarding dust from Graymont.  Mr. Stewart

reported that the Borough has received those complaints also.  Mr. Comly feels perhaps the dust is a pollen from trees.  Mr. Stewart reminded Council that DEP regulates air pollution and not the Borough.  Mr. Stewart will remind them that if they have ongoing operations they need to be using the truck wash.  

· Ms. Dainty and Mr. Beigle will work on the Waterfront Development Grant committee

with Mr. Holderman.  Mr. Halderman will fill in when either person is not able to attend a meeting.          

POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of July 19, 2010 at 9:22 PM.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
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