COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:30 p.m. (due to earlier Executive Session) by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Schneider, Provan, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 

Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 
Mayor Stanley Goldman




Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Garrett Powell Lee, Gary Hoover, Representative Kerry Benninghoff
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of August 2, 2010.  Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Pamela Jo Royer, Chair, Relay for Life of Bellefonte, requesting the use

of Governor’s Park June 3rd and 4th, 2011.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
· A letter from Gary V. Hoover, Chair, Caboose and Snow Plow Restoration

Committee, Bellefonte Historical Railroad Society, requesting permission to install a donation box and a “Please Donate Toward Restoration” sign near the caboose and snow plow.  The letter also requests technical assistance to obtain and place a box and sign.  Concern was expressed regarding the safety of the box during overnight hours.  There is a camera that can be adjusted to show the box.


Mrs. Dunne made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from the Bellefonte Football Touchdown Club requesting approval of

Resolution 8-16-10A for the Bellefonte Football Banner.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve Resolution 8-16-10B for Capital Program

Funding.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Sally R. Houser, Event Chair, Bellefonte Victorian Christmas,

requesting financial support in the amount of $2,500.00.  Ms. Dainty expressed concern that financial support would have to be provided to all organizations if money is given to this organization.  Council denied this request.

· The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs Fall Leadership Conference will be

held October 15 – 17, 2010 at the Wyndham in Gettysburg.  Council members need to respond by September 14th.  Mr. Stewart is a presenter at the conference.  

· A letter from Doug Hazel, Project Chairman, Bellefonte Lions Club, requesting

permission to conduct a fundraiser rib sale on September 11, 2010 from 7:00 AM – 3:00 PM with meals being served between 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM on the Diamond in the parking stalls adjacent to the brown stone building.


Mr. Wilson made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Anna Haag, Community Liaison, Centre HomeCare, regarding flu

immunizations at a cost of $28.00 per person.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to participate in Centre HomeCare’s Flu Immunization Program for 2010.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  Mr. DeCusati would like to know the overall cost for flu shots in 2009.  The vaccine would be free to Borough employees.  Family members may pay to receive the shot.

· A letter from Vaughn S. Wilson requesting permission to have a musical event in

Talleyrand Park on September 11, 2010 from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM to support a local resident who will be competing as part of the United States Powerlifting team at the world championships in South African in November.  The event will also pay tribute to those who lost their lives on September 11, 2001.  The event is also to raise funds for the troops.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. Mr. Vaughn will pay a reservation fee for use of Talleyrand Park.  

· A letter from Lisa Korman, Administrator Centre County, Home Nursing Agency,

requesting a donation of $150.00 in the 2011 budget.  The Finance Committee will review this request.      

· A letter from Gary V. Hoover expressing concerns with the markings on the street for

Herbie’s Hometown Loop.  Mr. Hoover feels the markings are graffiti.  Ms. Dainty feels the markings are a great inspiration and encouragement for people that walk for exercise.  Mr. Wilson stated there are arrows every 22 paces on that route.  Mr. Wilson feels the event could be marked differently.  Council members stated they would like no painting done and would prefer that the markings be done in something temporary such as tape.  

· A letter from Garrett Lee, 361 Pine Street, requesting a convex mirror be installed on

Stoney Batter so he can see while backing out of his garage.  This request will be turned over to the Streets Committee for review and recommendation.  

· A letter from Rev. Alex Dyiakew requesting permission to add additional bagged

meters for handicap parking at St. John’s Episcopal Church on West Lamb Street for Wednesday morning services.  Council members feel this would be a problem with school parking.  Council requested that they be reminded to remove the bags immediately following the services.  

ORAL
· Representative Kerry Benninghoff recognized the Logan Fire Company and the

Undine Fire Company for the great service provided to the community throughout the year, but more specifically the fact that they were awarded the Medal of Valor from the Central District Volunteers Fire Association on August 20, 2010 for their response to the Cadillac Building on December 22, 2009 at 1:00 AM.  Due to the efficient training and response of the volunteer firefighters all residents were rescued and the records and equipment of the State Government were salvaged.  Three men were present for the presentation.  Council members thanked the firemen for their service.    
· A Proclamation from the Mayor was read by Mr. Holderman recognizing and

commending all the brave volunteer fire fighters that a community can look up to.  The Bellefonte Volunteer Fire Department is one of seven award recipients from the 23-county area and the only companywide award to be given.  The award is granted based on lifesaving acts that go beyond the call of a volunteer.  
· Representative Benninghoff thanked all the Council members for the good thought and deliberation put into his request.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mrs. Dunne attended a meeting of the Spring Creek Watershed Commission on

August 18th.  A brochure on the development of geo-thermal systems was approved for public use.  The brochure will be done in printed form and also downloadable from the website.  An educational brochure for the public regarding the need for groundwater protection will be developed.  There will also be a National Protector Groundwater day soon.  Clearwater Conservancy is examining the Marcellus Shale operation in order to develop a position statement regarding it.  The water withdrawal permits are issued by the Susquehanna River Basin Commission.  If the flow goes down to a critical level they will request that the withdrawals stop.  The Watershed Commission receives a monthly flow report from Spring Creek.  There is a gauge located near Milesburg.      
· Mr. Beigle attended the Airport Authority meeting.  They will be installing a parking

lot for car rental and airport parking.  Work on the tower is behind schedule.  Ridership is up at University Park airport compared to other airports.    

MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman reminded Council members that Bellefonte has a great fire

department and they do a great job. 


Mr. Halderman reported that the flower pots in the downtown area are beautiful. 
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

ZONING/PLANNING
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 137 West Curtin Street/Paul & Cheryl DeCusati – build a new garage attached to rear of house.
2) 440 North Spring Street/Carolyn DuBois – replace 2 doors on 1990’s porch.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 137 West

Curtin Street.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mrs. Dunne would like to receive plans of the projects.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Mr. DeCusati abstained from voting.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 440 North Spring Street.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Dunne made a motion to approve the renewal of flood insurance with Selective Insurance Company selection Option A at a cost of $2,669.00.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
Finance and Government Performance – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to file for audit the July 2010 vouchers in the amount of $812,953.48.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
July 2010

General


       1000, 17231-17353
  
$   222,939.84

Streetlighting



    631 - 638  


$       7,226.05

Bellefonte Fire Dept.


  1006 – 1019  

$       6,454.65

Fire Equipment


  1204 - 1209 


$     11,199.28

Parks & Recreation


  1291 - 1314  


$       8,364.54

Water



              7071 - 7119 


$   122,493.52

Sanitation


              8373 - 8440 
  

$   109,897.12

Refuse




  1912 - 1933 


$     58,739.52

Swimming Pool


    432 - 440   


$       4,755.14

CDBG


                1058 – 1061, 463- 473 
 
$   260,138.19

Special Projects

                   994 


$          500.25

Highway Aid



       204


$          245.38

Capital Projects
                                  -



$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                                  -



$              0.00





                      Total:

$    812,953.48


Any questions on budget-vs.-actual should be emailed to Ms. Dainty or Ms. Walker.
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor reported the Talleyrand Park calendar from July – December 2010 is in the packets for review.
YMCA Kepler Pool report shows a profit of approximately $1,500.00. 
Mr. Wilson made a motion to dedicate the new portion of the park during the Fall Festival, which will be held on Sunday, October 24th.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.     

Human Resources – Mr. Provan acquired a copy of each Borough Collective Bargaining Agreement for review.  He will meet with the president of each bargaining unit and review the contracts with them.  

Bill Furman, the Parking Enforcement/Animal Control officer has resigned.  The position is being advertised and Mr. Furman is willing to train the new employee.  


Mr. Wilson made a motion to appoint Kent Addis and Erin Hammerstedt to the Fire Services Task Force.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


The final copy of the negotiated Police Contract and the Policy Handbook for exempt and non-exempt Borough staff were provided.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to appoint Valerie Magolan as the HARB consultant.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
Safety – Mr. Wilson reported that SRO Brower has concerns regarding the school safety zones.  The Safety Committee will review the guidelines and have an on-site visit with SRO Brower at the school zones before providing a recommendation to Council.  Mr. Stewart will review the files to see if the school shares any responsibility regarding the school zone signs.  
Water/Sanitation – Bids were opened for the waterline camera point repair system.

They were as follows:


Rausch Electronics USA - $174,100.00  


A&H Equipment Company - $177,500.00

The bids were turned over to the Water/Sanitation Committee to review and provide recommendations.  After the review it must be submitted to DEP for approval.  


The figures for bulk water sales will be placed in the next Council packet.  There is an increase in bulk water sales.  


The new refuse truck will be picked up on Wednesday, September 8th.  It will need to have a radio installed and lettering applied to it.  


Professional Leak Detection funded by Coca Cola was completed.  There were no major leaks detected.  


Energy saving/process improving modifications to activated sludge tanks at the Wastewater Treatment Plant is underway.  

Streets – Fire Chief Fred Bruno requested that when Council approves special events they give conditional approval until the Fire Chief examines the request, especially any events that would involve fire chief.  Council would prefer that Chief Bruno be contacted before Council approves the event.  

Mrs. Dunne reported that information from PSAB suggests that Fire Companies and Fire Police make requests in writing to Borough Council for any events that the fire company will be participating in so approval can be obtained in a formal way so they can receive workmen’s comp. in the event of an injury, including events outside the Borough.  


The sewer/storm water drain was replaced on Spring Street.  That road will be paved.  


The pedestrian crossing signs on West Linn Street and East Howard Street make it tight to get through that section with borough apparatus.  It was suggested that the location of the signs be adjusted slightly.  


A permit was received for the flashing light at the intersection of Howard and Wilson Street.  


The missing link sidewalk at Airport Road will be included in the PennDOT Betterment Project on Bishop Street/Zion Road.  Bellefonte Borough must obtain easements from three properties involved.  


Parking Lot D (by Waffle Shop) was completed.  PennDOT will begin milling streets followed by paving.  Parking lot lines will be painted this week.    


Cherry Lane has a painted walkway and posts.  It is concluded that people are not walking in the designated area.  During the winter it is difficult to plow in that alley because of the posts.  Council recommends the posts be removed.      

Energy & Environmental Conservation – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· There was no reservation made through the Borough’s office for a wedding on the

weekend of the Jazz Festival, July 24th.  

· The Bellefonte Industrial Development Authority will be holding its first official

meeting soon.  

NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Wilson made a motion to adopt Resolution 09072010, Collection of Attorney

Fees as submitted.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to have Mr. Stewart write a letter against House Bill 2431,

which refers to doing away with local governments other than counties.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Council would like to review a letter of support before it is sent to Senator

Corman’s office and Representative Benninghoff’s office regarding the House Bill related to small games of chance.  The non-profit organizations are requesting letters of support for this bill stating the bill should not be amended to allow taverns to participate.  
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.

TICKET EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.    
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of September 7, 2010 at 9:55 PM.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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