COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
None 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Andy Harris, Randall Holderman, Sam McGinley, Cory Lovrak, 

William Spedding, Pat Kennedy, Kevin Clark
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of August 3, 2009.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· Information from PennDOT regarding STOP sign regulation and placements.
· A carbon copy of a letter to Senator Jake Corman from James Meyer, Director Centre

County Airport Authority, thanking him for assistance in reducing the speed limit on part of the access road to the airport.

· A letter from Ellie Trulick, Secretary/Treasurer, Marion Township, providing notice

that there will be a Zoning Ordinance amendment that involves burial plots in various zoning districts.  These changes will not affect the Zoning Ordinance of Bellefonte.  Bellefonte Borough is permitted to provide comments on this change.  The comment period is permitted so that any changes made do not remove or seriously affect the zoning of the Nittany Valley region.  

· A letter from Kevin R. Kline, P.E., District Executive, PennDOT, in response to a

sidewalk in the area of Zion (PA550) and Airport (State Route 2002) Roads.  PennDOT is beginning the design of a betterment project in this area and the project is scheduled to be bid in the Summer of 2011.  PennDOT will be in contact with the Borough to finalize the scope of the work.

· A letter from Barbara E. Hoffman, Student Council Co-Advisor, requesting

permission to hold the annual Homecoming Parade on Thursday, October 15, 2009.  The parade is scheduled to start at 6:00 PM at the Bellefonte Elementary School, travel south on Allegheny Street to Bishop Street, and proceed east on Bishop Street to Rodgers Stadium.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Kerry A. Benninghoff, State Representative, 171st Legislative District,

providing information about House Bill 1500, which imposes fees for State Police coverage to municipalities without police protection.  

· A letter from Senator Jake Corman, 34th District, in response to a letter regarding the

proposed severance tax on Marcellus Shale natural gas extraction.  Senator Corman is opposed to the severance tax.  Council members are urged to write their legislators with their opinions.
· A letter from Ronald E. Shawley, BSA Field Coordinator, Bellefonte Soccer

Association, requesting the use of Governors Park Fields (two front field and the back field) August 10th – October 25th for fall practices and games.  A copy of the PA West Insurance forms for 2009-2010 were included.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from James W. Felmlee, Chair, Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs,

requesting photographs of Boroughs throughout the state for their 100th Anniversary celebration.   

· A letter from Jacqueline S. Lincoln, Director, DEP, regarding the 2009 Growing

Greener Watershed Protection Application for the Howard Street public Parking Lot Storm water Retrofit Construction Project, stating the project did not go through as submitted because the sponsor is not registered with the Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  

· A letter from Jon W. Eich, Chair, Centre County Board of Commissioners, giving

public notice that an Organizational Meeting for the Tax Collection District will be held Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the Courthouse Annex.  


Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve Resolution 090809-002, which appoints Mr. Stewart as a delegate to this committee and Mr. Holderman as an alternate delegate representing Bellefonte.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Linda Marshall, Centre County Planning and Community Development

Office, announcing an upcoming workshop entitled “Lessons Learned:  Creating Affordable Housing”, which will be held on Thursday, October 1, 2009, at 1:30 PM at the Centre County Visitors’ Center auditorium.  

· A letter from Don Amoriello CMAA, Director of Athletics, Bellefonte Area High

School, requesting the use of Governors Park as an alternative training site during the months of September and October and also the use of the park to host a home cross country meet on Tuesday, September 15, 2009, from 2:30 PM – 6:30 PM.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.        

· A letter from Fred Bruno, Bellefonte Fire Department Chief, regarding a decision

made on CO2 opening.  This letter will be further discussed in a work session.  Mrs. Brown takes offense to the letter and she did not do what she did to put anybody’s life in harm’s way, but rather she felt she did it for the right reason.  Mr. DeCusati spoke with the Chief about his letter and there are several inaccuracies in the letter.  He received his information from a newspaper article rather than getting it directly from the Borough.  The Borough did not allow the business owner to not have to comply with the codes, but rather simply followed a recommendation from Labor & Industry Accessibility review that would provide a temporary occupancy providing 90 days to complete the work that needs to be completed.      
ORAL
· Pat Kennedy addressed Council to request a Watch Children sign be placed around

the 200 block of North Thomas Street.  She also wanted information regarding the possibility of installing a traffic signal or STOP sign at the intersection of Thomas Street and Lamb Street.  Mr. Stewart informed her that a study by PennDOT is required to install a STOP sign anywhere.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to request a Watch Children sign from PennDOT.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Typically the property owner would be responsible for paying for the sign.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Mr. DeCusati reported on a meeting with the ABCD Committee and Centre County

Planning to explore ways to educate business owners regarding the codes and how they are applied as well as trying to deal with vacant properties in the Borough.  Mr. Holderman reported that the group is discussing a potential economic task force.  A second meeting will be held in October to discuss this further.

· Ms. Dainty attended most of the St. Paul’s 150th Celebration and felt it is very

amazing.  She feels Bellefonte and the congregation should be very proud of what that church has done and what is has been able to accomplish.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Beigle reported that the speed limit at the airport was 55 mph and a letter writing

campaign got it reduced to 45 mph.  Many improvements were made with signs to better direct people.  He also reported that the Board of Directors is to approve the tower and the contract will be awarded with work beginning in October 2009.  Mr. Beigle reported that the level of security at the airport is critical.  Once level three is completed larger planes will be able to land at the airport.  The Bellefonte Directories that were at the airport have all been taken.

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to un-table the Beaver Farms R-4 Zoning.  Mr. DeCusati

seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Mr. Heidt voting no.  
Mr. Gallo reported that the Planning Commission met to address the Beaver Farms Phase II project and overwhelmingly stand by the request for amendments to the R-4 Zoning only.  The Planning Commission read the comments from the County Planning Office, but still stand by the recommendation to make amendments to R-4 only.  Using a map Mr. Gallo pointed out all the features of Phase II.  PennDOT has not made a traffic study for this project.  The amendments proposed are to permit the development to occur and to be presented back through the Planning Commission.  County Planning mentioned the unsafe means of egress.  There has been discussion regarding this, but the thinking is these recommendations are not applicable in this instance because the location is land-locked.  The current road is two-way and is a private driveway.  The eight units discussed are eight units together, but not the total of forty units that are proposed.  Mr. Stewart explained the process, which is, if the zoning is approved the project would go back to Planning Commission and comes back to Council with a recommendation, at which point Council can add conditions.  Phase II would be a taxable property with a manager that may, or may not be the Centre County Housing Authority.  If the school district receives imminent domain on the Litke property and puts in a road Beaver Farms would have access to the road possibly as a fire access for the back of the development.  Mr. Gallo feels that the easement from the school property through the Beaver Farms property to the other school property will not tie in with the existing driveway.  

To address Council’s concerns from the previous meeting, Chief Weaver provided a memo stating from 2006-2009 the police calls ranged from under 1% to a little over 1.65% of the total calls at Beaver Farms.  Phase II would be a different type of tenant than those in Phase I.  It was stated that no affordable housing has been built in Bellefonte Borough since prior to 1995.  
Mr. Harris passed out literature explaining what subsidized Section 8 Housing is, which is programs where residents only pay 30% of their monthly income and as the income increases the rent increases.  A new program was created in 1986 by then President Reagan where tax credits were given to investors who built affordable housing and the rent is a flat rent rather than a rolling rent.  The typical rent at Beaver Farms Phase II would be $602, which is a high rent for low income people.  The typical tenants are young couples or have families.  The financing package permits four Section 8 vouchers – a two-bedroom unit, two three bedroom units and the four bedroom unit.  If the developers want to use more Section 8 vouchers they must go back to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency, which gave the tax credits and the loan and request more vouchers.  In the past with other developments they have made it a part of the land development plan that they must provide notification to the Borough informing them that it is going to happen.  Mr. Harris can ensure there would be four Section 8 vouchers in the development and Council would be aware when more are applied for.  Mr. Randall Holderman does extensive background checks on tenants for the Centre County Housing Authority.  As incomes increase the base rents will increase also.  


Mr. Sam McGinley, Board member for the Centre County Housing Authority, thinks workforce housing and affordable housing are different than low income housing and it needs to be noted that it is a different category and a different class of individuals.  He feels Centre County government has many statistics that show there is a need for this in Centre County.  He feels it is a logical fit to develop the land that the Centre County Housing Authority already owns.  Mrs. Brown does not want the project to become Section 8 housing in ten years.  The developer is willing to meet with Mr. Holderman and Mr. Stewart to find a way to make assurances to Council that it will not happen.  

The developer explained all the amenities the townhouses will have.  They plan to build a first class quality development.


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the recommended amendments to the R-4 Zoning Ordinance Requirements for Townhouses per the Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission recommendation.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Mr. Heidt voting no.   Mr. Halderman abstained due to a conflict of interest.  

· Mr. Holderman reported that there will be a meeting Thursday, September 10 at 7:00 PM with the Bellefonte Waterfront District Redevelopment Steering Committee and the Consultant hired to perform the study—Delta Development.  The Steering Committee members are Stan Goldman, Erin Hammerstedt, Gary Hoover, Renae Brown, Vana Dainty, Kim Wheeler, Rich Fornicola, Wendy Fultz, Greg Wendt, Sam McGinley, Kim Kowalchik, Bob Dannaker and Don Holderman.    
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman received a letter from Robert D. Lynch, DPS, Chairperson,

Anniversary Celebration Committee, thanking him for a letter of congratulations he sent to St. Paul A.M.E. Church in honor of their 150th Anniversary Celebration.  
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS


Final Land Sub-Division:  Randy Holderman & Terri Pletcher:  Planning Commission recommends approval of this sub-division.  The house would be on one parcel and has enough square footage to be considered a single family residential.  The garage would be sectioned off and can only be used as a garage as part of the planning approval that it is not to be used as residential because of lack of required square footage in the lot.  The owner would like to sell the house and retain the garage.  The request previously went before the Zoning Hearing Board, which approved it with the stipulation that it only be used as a storage garage and that stipulation carries forth with the property.  The only way it could be used for something else is if it went back before the Zoning Hearing Board.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Final Land Sub-Division.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  The motion was approved with Mr. DeCusati voting no.

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 127 East High Street – Randy Holderman on behalf of Centre County Government:  install new pressure treated wood fire escapes on rear of east elevation.

2) 337 East Curtin Street – Alex & Ellen Dyakiw:  replace existing windows and storms with new aluminum clad wood windows of the same size and configuration.

3) 414 West High Street – Eric & Katie Kline:  modifications to landscaping at rear of property, including removal of concrete slab, replacement and repair of concrete curb and retaining wall, and replacing concrete sidewalk portions with flagstone.

4) 120 West Curtin Street – Gary Lucas:  replace existing ½-round gutters with new white k-style gutters.

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve all four Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr.

Heidt seconded the motion.  The code enforcement officer approved the pressure treated wood for a fire escape.  Mr. Gallo reported that pressure treated wood is permitted if there is a roof over it to protect it from weather.  Council would like a copy of the Public Housing ordinance as it relates to Historic properties and if they exempted any fire escapes.  A voice vote was unanimous.       

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown made a motion to approve the Amendment to the Lease Agreement between Bellefonte Borough and the Bellefonte Intervalley Area Chamber of Commerce (BIACC) as submitted.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) sent a letter stating what needs to be done at the landfill in order to receive a permit for composting.  The long term goal is to be able to apply for grant money and make it a self-sustaining entity.    

Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the July 2009 vouchers in the amount of $1,149,183.30.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

July 2009
General



15790-15915


$   282,276.09
Streetlighting



    555-563


$       8,384.18

Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    817-841


$       9,490.09

Fire Equipment


  1156-1159


$       5,529.62

Parks & Recreation


  1105-1127


$       7,671.86



Water



       
  6422-6477


$   167,616.70

Sanitation


   1002-1003, 7666-7713

$   565,073.15

Refuse




  1614-1649


$     82,817.94

Swimming Pool


    391-396


$          912.55

CDBG


                 1039, 190-191, 448-449

$     19,358.93

Special Projects


       198


$            52.19

Highway Aid



         -



$              0.00

Capital Projects
                                 -



$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                                 -



$              0.00





                      Total:

$1,149,183.30

Ms. Dainty reported that work will begin soon on the new budget.  Mr. DeCusati feels the budget looks like the Borough is not bringing in as much tax money because of the economy, but Mr. Stewart feels revenue is on track.  Additional revenue from earned income will be received before the end of the year.  Mrs. Brown reported that several years ago after a PSAB Conference the task force was available to review the finances and that has never happened.  She would like this done with the finances before problems occur.    

Park & Recreation – Mr. Holderman reported that a contract was received from DCNR for the Parkview Heights Teener League field upgrade.  The grant is for $77,000.  Mr. Holderman contacted Mark Hendershot and there will be a meeting with the Teener League Board of Directors.  The Teener League will be  providing the matching funds for the grant.  

Mr. Taylor reported that at the end of July there was a loss of $10,600 for the YMCA and August was not a good swimming month.  The Borough is losing approximately $2,000.  That amount will be split with all municipalities.    Mr. Taylor would like to have a meeting with the YMCA in September to discuss the results.  

A letter was received from Mike Philippe, Resource Conservation Coordinator, Centre County Conservation District providing approval of the Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Plan for Talleyrand Park.  Mrs. Brown reported that the ducks are getting out of hand at the park and the erosion is mainly caused by the ducks coming out of the water.  Council would like the duck population reduced.    
Personnel – A letter was received from Janice Stramara, Fiscal & Office Support Services, approving the selection of Erin Hammerstedt as the Historical Consultant for HARB for the 2009-2010 year.  

Mr. Hay made a motion to retain Erin Hammerstedt as the HARB Consultant for the 2009-2010 year.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   


Safety – Mr. Aikens commended the police force in Bellefonte for the fine job Officer Berry they did assisting with a rape investigation.  A letter to Chief Weaver was sent from Sergeant John R. Romeo, Station Commander, Troop G, Philipsburg commending Officer Berry.  Mr. Stewart will send a letter to the Police Department from Council commending Officer Berry for the fine job he did in this investigation.


Mr. Aikens made a motion to take the draft Mutual Aid Agreement and have it refined into a final draft for adoption at the Council meeting of September 21, 2009.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle informed Council if the Sewer Authority and Water Authority are going to be one Authority it will need to be addressed because the one-year trial basis will be over in September.  The Authority members are appointed for three-year terms.  Ms. Dainty made a motion to add the duties of the Sewer System to the Bellefonte Borough Water Authority with the option for Bellefonte Borough to take the system back if it is so desired.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Beigle reported that the work at the Wastewater Treatment Plant is finishing up with things now being put into the computer.  Things are working fine.  An experiment was done with the glycol and it was successful.  

Mr. Beigle reported that the company, New York Leak Detection, was funded by Coca Cola.  The detection discovered that there are 270,000 gallons of water being lost from leaks.  A major leak on the Corning Line has been fixed and other leaks will be repaired.  There are some fire hydrants with leakage.  There is an ongoing program to repair/replace fire hydrants throughout the Borough.  


PennDOT informed the Borough that eleven manholes need to be raised one inch on the Water Street road paving project.  


Mr. DeCusati thanked the crews for the great job they did in replacing fire hydrants.  He noticed that the ones that were replaced were filled in with stone.  Mr. Stewart reported after they settle, sod and grass seed will be put around the hydrants. 


Mr. Halderman and Mr. Stewart attended a committee meeting at COG regarding the radius water that they want to use to serve the Corning property.  They tried to work an agreement out ahead of time but the UAJA was unreceptive.  The property is the service area of the Bellefonte Water Authority.         

Streets – Mr. DeCusati thanked the staff and crews for installing a crosswalk on West Linn Street and adding signs to help slow down traffic on that street.  The residents feel traffic is traveling slower because of these additions.  


Mr. DeCusati referred to the study in the packet from the consultant and noted that the consultant noted that the signs are not very visible.  The consultant questioned whether the signs were correct.    


Mr. Stewart reported that with school back in session McAllister Street will be studied.


Residents requested STOP signs at the intersection of Wilson Street and Beaver Street to slow traffic because of children playing.  A Consultant working with Borough staff will show the Borough how to conduct a study and then Chief Weaver will do a study in that area.  There are criteria from the state regarding when to use STOP signs.  


There is a resident concerned with the branches coming onto the road on Potter Street.  There are a few signs that are not visible on that street.  There are various locations throughout town that need limbs trimmed.  Mr. Shuey has issued more citations this year than any other year.  Council would like residents to be sent a warning letter before a citation is issued.


SEDA-COG is having a Railroad Crossing Safety Conference in State College and requested help for the Visitor’s Center and would like donations from the municipalities that have crossing.  Mrs. Brown will bring a letter to Council.  There are three crossings in Bellefonte.         

Technology – Mr. Heidt and Mr. Holderman will meet on Tuesday, September 15th, with the firm that handles the IT support for the Police Department.  They are looking to explore the possibility of outsourcing the IT support function for the administrative staff.

Many Council members did not receive their Council packets.  Lindsey should not send anything out larger than 5 megabyte because the server won’t take big emails.   

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Beigle questioned when the wall at the Big Spring will be repaired.  Mr. Holderman informed Council it will be bid out after the paving is completed.  
 NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve Resolution 090809 providing Authorization to sign EPA Grant Documents.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


A letter addressed to Mr. Halderman from SEDA-COG providing $7,353.97 reimbursement for the LED Traffic Light Conversion Project.


Mr. Halderman received a letter from PCED reporting that the Public Community & Economic Grant in the amount of $124,182.00 was received from the CDBG program.  Mr. Holderman would like ideas from Council regarding establishing priorities for future CDBG grant funds.  Staff mentioned they would like to see funds used for road paving if possible.  
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of September 8, 2009 at 10:05 PM.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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