COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Schneider, Provan, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 
Mayor Stanley Goldman
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 




Staff Present:  

Valerie Magolan, Historic Preservation Consultant;
Guests:  
Robin Richardson, Jeff Johnson, Tere Young, George Moore, 

Thomas Young, Michael Moore
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Schneider made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of September 7, 2010.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Barbara E. Hoffman, Student Council Co-Advisor, Bellefonte Area

High School, requesting permission to hold the annual Homecoming Parade on Thursday, October 21, 2010 at 6:00 PM.  The parade would begin at the Bellefonte Elementary School, proceed south on Allegheny Street to Bishop Street, proceed east on Bishop Street to Rodgers Stadium.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the request as presented.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Joe Rocco, Government Affairs Manager, Comcast, regarding a change

in hours of operation at the Benner Pike location. The new hours of operation are Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM and Saturday, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.  Mr. Halderman is Chairman of the Centre Area Cable Board.  The consortium will meet on Tuesday, September 21st, and one of the topics of discussion will be a review of the franchise agreement.  
· A letter from Mike Buchanan, BSA Field Use Coordinator, Bellefonte Soccer

Association, requesting the use of the Governors Park fields from Monday, August 16th through Sunday, November 7th.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Bellefonte Victorian Christmas addendum requesting permission to play music on

downtown streets throughout the Victorian Christmas celebration.  


Mr. Provan made a motion to give permission for Bellefonte Victorian Christmas to play music as requested.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Cynthia L. Hahn, Executive Director, C-NET with an updated proposal

for Bellefonte Borough to resume membership in C-NET for 2011.  


Mr. Provan made a motion to not support the C-NET proposal for membership.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The question was raised as to why the motion was made rather than having the Finance Committee review and provide a recommendation.  The cost for one year would be $13,655.00.  This would provide Bellefonte citizens an opportunity to view the Council meetings.  Mr. Provan feels that amount of money could be used to provide many more services.  The money that would be used is not tax money, but rather money received from Comcast as cable franchise fees.  A roll call vote was taken:  Wilson-no; Dainty-no; Taylor-yes; Schneider-no; Provan-yes; Beigle-yes; DeCusati-no; Dunne-no; Halderman-no.  The motion was denied.


Mr. Wilson made a motion to give the proposal to the Finance Committee for review.  Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Mr. Taylor voting no.  

· A letter from Denise L. Elbell, Administration, Centre County Commissioners,

regarding the County’s Liquid Fuels program for 2011.  Applications must be received by Monday, November 15, 2010.     
· A request to close Howard Street from Wilson Street to Ridge Street on November

14th, because of a ceremony to recognize the USCT gravesites from the Civil War that were never recognized.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Paul Neff, Logistics coordinator, CROP WALK, requesting permission

to conduct the walk on Sunday, October 17th, at 2:00 PM.  Most of the walk would be on sidewalks except for a short distance where sidewalks are not available.  Those locations will have assistance for safety.     


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Ann M. Donovan, Centre County Watershed Specialist, Centre County

Conservation District, regarding a workshop that will be conducted by the Spring Creek Watershed on how to achieve sustainability in watersheds on Thursday, October 7th, beginning at 6:30 PM at the Nature Inn at the Bald Eagle State Park.  Seating is limited.                   

ORAL
· None.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mr. Beigle attended an Airport Authority meeting.  The tower is on schedule and

should be opening in November.  Work on the parking lot is progressing slowly.  Ridership is up.  

· Mr. Holderman reported there will be a meeting of the Industrial Development Authority on Thursday, September 23rd.  The bylaws for the new Authority will be established.  Mr. Holderman also reported that the Spring Creek Watershed Commission has requested him to speak at their meeting in October regarding the Waterfront District Redevelopment.
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mr. Holderman read a proclamation from the Mayor for Dean Scholl expressing

warmest and heartfelt thanks for the time and generous contributions he has made to the community.    
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

ZONING/PLANNING
· Mr. Dean Scholl, Secretary for the Planning Commission  has retired effective

immediately. 

· Mr. Taylor made a motion to appoint Mr. James A. Mills to the Planning Commission

to finish the remaining term for Mr. Scholl.  Mr. Provan seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.     
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

· Mr. Holderman introduced Valerie Magolan, Historic Preservation Consultant, to

Council.  
1) 307 East Curtin Street/Alan Thal – replace wood window in rear with smaller, wood window.
2) 113 West High Street/George Stone - add 3rd floor egress required by code.

3) 225 West Lamb Street/Michael Irvin – install new shed at rear of property.

4) 342 East Linn Street/Joe Price – paint house and garage, fix concrete steps, install pavers over concrete at front stoop, remove handrails in front and replace.  Install fence gate.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve all four Certificates of Appropriateness as

presented.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – There was no report.  Mr. Halderman requested that the Building and Property Committee meet with the Young’s and the Moore’s.  
Finance and Government Performance – Mr. Beigle made a motion to file for audit the August 2010 vouchers in the amount of $789,352.58.  Mr. Provan seconded the motion.  Mr. Provan questioned how much of a watchdog Council members are on the finance reports.  Mr. Halderman suggested they be reviewed and if there are any questions please address them to Mrs. Walker, Finance Director.  Kay Zinser is the appointed treasurer and she provides a monthly report.  The Borough finances are audited by a CPA firm every year.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
August 2010

General







$   327,798.49


Streetlighting



    



         7,591.46
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


                                                       19,395.45
Fire Equipment


 



         6,695.88
Parks & Recreation


  



       13,579.84
Water



                                                                 145,229.18
Sanitation


              



     185,599.59
Refuse




  



       61,793.15
Swimming Pool


    



         4,003.03
CDBG


                




       12,423.15
Special Projects

                   



         5,243.36
Highway Aid



       




    0.00
Capital Projects







    0.00
Bulk Water Sales
                                  




    0.00





                      Total:

$   789,352.58

Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay an invoice to McQuaide Blasko in the amount of $5432.20.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor made a motion to pay Ameron Construction Payment Application #5 in the amount of $62,837.75.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Dunne reported that the Talleyrand Park Committee is proposing the construction of an edible landscape garden to be placed in the new area of the park. The location was selected to keep the great lawn free and also so the garden would receive several hours of sun.  The development of the garden is to provide a new, interesting, decorative element to the park and to stimulate public interest in the spectrum of edible plants and hopefully inspire people to do more home gardening and expand their food choices.  The cost of the plants for the gardens would be $130.25.  The Borough has topsoil and mulch available.  Ms. Dainty questioned the choices for the garden as well as who will take care of the garden.  She also expressed concern that the Bellefonte Arts & Crafts Festival will be held in this area and the garden may get trampled.  Mr. Schneider feels there could be better locations away from the walking surface that would prevent the garden from getting trampled.  Mr. Taylor reported that the Talleyrand Park Committee spent extensive time exploring the various location options for the garden.  Mr. Taylor feels a problem is being addressed before there is a problem.  Signage will be placed by the garden.  Mr. Provan suggested a drafting class at the High School could provide the signage.  Mr. Beigle suggested planting edible flowers.  

Mrs. Dunne made a motion to proceed with the edible garden at a cost of approximately $300.00.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  Mr. Beigle does not want Borough employees maintaining the garden.  Mr. Wilson feels the Talleyrand Park Committee put a lot of thought into the garden.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Stewart recognized the efforts of Mr. Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager and Mrs. Lori Walker, Finance Director for their efforts in managing the park grants.  A DCNR inspector checked projects and paperwork and had high praise from his colleagues stating when he comes to Bellefonte he will not find problems, which he did not.


There was a meeting regarding the Parkview Heights Park.  Webber Murphy Fox is ready to submit the plans to DCNR for approval.  


The playground equipment for Talleyrand Park will be delivered Tuesday, September 21st.  Bids for installation of the equipment were opened.  The bids were as follows:


Haranin Construction Inc. – base bid - $47,000; alternate - $38,300.  (The alternate bid is to have the Borough remove the existing equipment.)


BCS Construction Company – base bid - $49,386; alternate - $46,418.

Ameron Construction – base bid - $41,853; alternate - $33,972.

The bids were turned over to the Park & Recreation Committee for review.  Ms. Dainty made a motion to award the bid to the most responsible bidder.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Human Resources – Mr. Provan contacted NCAS regarding their version of a self-funding insurance trust.  He will be talking with them again.

Mr. Stewart reminded that the meter person, Bill Furman, will complete his last day on the job on Friday, September 24th.  He will be employed by the Sheriff’s department.  


Mr. Holderman reported that the Shade Tree Commission needs one person to complete the Commission.  


Mrs. Dunne made a motion to nominate Wade Renninger to the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Schneider seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 
Safety – Mr. Wilson reported that the first Fire Services Task Force meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 22, 2010 at the APS building at 6:00 PM.  The facilitator will be working with the appointees.

Mr. Stewart and Mr. Wilson met with Jason Brower, the School Resource officer regarding his concerns with flashing lights and signs and being in compliance with the law, especially at the elementary school.  Mr. Stewart will send a letter to PennDOT to see what options are available to install a 15 mph lighted sign near the crest of the hill on Curtin Street.  Highway Aid funds could be used toward the sign and the school could provide some funding.  Signage will also be installed.  Near the High School on Bishop Street there are some signs that are positioned wrong and will be moved to the correct location.  


There will be a Fire Executive Committee meeting on Thursday, September 23rd.  
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reviewed the daily water withdrawal report and the bulk water sales reports.  Mr. Beigle reported that the Authority discussed the option of having a water surcharge where the money would be put aside for specific repairs.  Mr. Beigle feels research needs to be done to see exactly how much money other Authorities are charging for bulk water sales.  Mr. Beigle also suggested Council members review The Borough News magazine.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to award the pipeline camera and point repair system bid to Roush Electronic for $174,100.00. Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
Streets – Mr. DeCusati reported that a lot of paving has been done in the Borough and he is pleased with the work that was completed.  The contractor installs the pavement and seals it and then the Borough crew does the touch-up work.  The PennDOT High Street project has some striping to be completed.  The posts on Cherry Lane were removed.  
The Waffle Shop parking lot has been repaved.  Before the paving new streetlights were installed.  There were many positive comments regarding the angle for parking.


Energy & Environmental Conservation – The energy saving sludge activation tanks work at the Waste Water Treatment Plant is underway.  Things are running as they are supposed to and energy is being saved.  


The grant for the Hydro project at the Gamble Mill was not received.  PEDA suggested the Borough check with DCED.  After checking it was determined that a resolution from Council was needed and also it is a dollar for dollar match.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Beigle made a motion to adopt Resolution 09162010, which is a resolution

opposing forced local government mergers and consolidations providing the resolution is revised to show nine council members rather than eight.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

The ordinance manuscript for the codification of ordinances was received last week and staff will review it.  After it is reviewed it will be brought to Council for approval.    

NEW BUSINESS

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Police Minimum Municipal Obligation of

$109,449.00.  Ms. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Non-Uniform Defined Pension Plan at a

cost of $139,602.00.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Non-Uniform Contribution Pension Plan at

a cost of $358,763.00.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.

TICKET EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.    
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of September 20, 2010 at 9:35 PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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