COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council Vice-President Vana Dainty in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Dainty, Taylor, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, 
Members Excused: 
Brown, Hay, Heidt, Halderman 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Randy Brachbill, Trish Meek, Tom Zilla, Gay Dunne
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of September 8, 2009.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Denise L. Elbell, Assistant Administrator/Director of Financial

Management, Centre County Commissioners Office informing Council that the Liquid Fuels program for 2010 has begun accepting letters of application for the 2010 County Aid grants and all applications must be received by Friday, November 6, 2009 to be considered.  Mr. Stewart informed Council that the funds would be used for items owned by the Borough.  The grant process is very competitive.  The typical amount awarded for a project is $10,000 - $15,000.  The Streets Committee will meet and make a recommendation to Council regarding which project to submit.

· A letter from Greg and Carol Day, Scouting for Food Coordinators, Nittany Mountain

District, Juniata Valley Council BSA, requesting permission to conduct the Scouting for Food drive.  The drive will begin Saturday, October 24th, at 9:00 AM with donation bags being distributed to homes throughout the District.  The bags of donated food will be picked up Saturday, October 31st, beginning at 9:00 AM.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the request.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The food from the drive is donated to local food banks.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Lisa Korman, Administrator Centre County, Home Nursing Agency,

requesting a contribution of $200 in the 2010 budget year.


Mr. Beigle made a recommendation that the Home Nursing Agency contact the United Way for funds because the organization is a “for-profit” organization.  

· An invitation from the Undine Fire Company No. 2 to their first annual banquet to be

held on Saturday, October 24th, at the Mount Nittany Inn.  The cash bar will be from 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM; the meal will be served from 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM; and the awards and speaker will be at 7:00 PM.  Any Council members interested in attending should reply by Thursday, October 1st.      

ORAL
· Vana Dainty informed Council that there is a request for a route change for the

Halloween parade.  The request would be to begin the parade at Bellefonte High School, proceed on Bishop Street, go up Allegheny Street and end the parade at the Courthouse.  The parade will be Sunday, October 25th.


Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the new route for the Halloween parade.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Tom Zilla, Transportation Planner for the Centre County Metropolitan Planning

Organization, which is the organization that oversees transportation plans for the County for federal and state funds, but not liquid fuels funds.  Mr. Zilla presented Council with the Centre County Growth Forecasting Project.  The MPO is planning a new long-range transportation plan.  The current plan was adopted in September 2006, was updated in 2007 and 2008, but federal regulations require the adoption of a new plan every four years, which would require a new long-range transportation plan for the County to be completed by September 2010.  A travel traffic simulation model is used when working on the plan.  A key input data for that model is growth forecasting related to population, households, number of employees, and types of development.  The last forecasting work was done in 2003.  The CRPA (Centre Regional Planning Agency) is working with the CCPCDO (Centre County Planning and Community Development Office).  When the project is completed it will result in preparation of detailed forecasts of the location, amount and type of development for each of the 35 municipalities in Centre County and are taken to the year 2040.  The future forecast is for 2009 - 2040.  To get the forecast they basically extrapolate past trends.  They do not look at major changes in underlying factors.  There are no changes made in zoning unless the municipality requests that.  Trish Meek is the project planner. 


Mr. Zilla and Ms. Meek are requesting that Council review and endorse the growth forecast.  An updated fact sheet was provided to Council members.  Mr. Zilla reviewed the map with Council and explained what each color represented as well as the time period of development.  Mr. Zilla emphasized that the size of the color areas does not represent the amount of development.  Mr. Zilla emphasized again that they are requesting endorsement of the growth forecast.  DEP prepared a list of population projections on a municipal basis across the state and Mr. Zilla said those are being used as control totals.  


Ms. Meek shared her knowledge of the Cambridge Development.  They feel Cambridge East will develop first because along Zion Road there will be commercial development.  The concept is to build retail with compatible residential uses nearby.  The master plan currently shows approximately 1,300 units.  


The information from the growth plan can be used to forecast wastewater flows and potential future water needs.    


Mr. Aikens made a motion to endorse the Centre County Growth Forecasting Project.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Flu shots could be provided by Centre Health Network at a cost of $20 per person. 

Mr. Taylor made a motion to provide flu shots as in the previous years.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  Council would like the shots to be administered as soon as possible.  A voice vote was unanimous.                     
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Minutes from the August 31, 2009 Planning Commission meeting.
· Minutes from the September 1, 2009 Bellefonte Authority meeting.

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman urged residents to lock their cars even when they are parked in

garages because there have been numerous cars broken into recently.


Mayor Goldman endorsed the food bank and feels it is very important for residents to help the food bank.  
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· None

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – The current flood insurance coverage expires September 28, 2009.  A request was made to raise the deductible amount from $500 to $5,000, which would save approximately $400 per year on the premium.  

Mr. Aikens made a motion to stay at the current level of flood insurance coverage ($55,000) and increase the deductible amount to $5,000.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Action is being taken by the District Justice with a Court Order for Bill Summers to

clean up his property.    
Finance – Mr. Taylor made a motion to file for audit the August 2009 vouchers in the amount of $1,292,555.09.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

August 2009
General



15916-16034


$   184,319.62
Streetlighting



    564-571


$       6,672.96
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    842-849


$       5,354.58
Fire Equipment


  1160-162


$       9,529.62
Parks & Recreation


  1128-1154


$     13,751.73



Water



        1045, 6478-6527


$     98,344.38
Sanitation


   1004-1005, 7714-7767

$   674,254.61
Refuse




  1650-1673


$     66,875.46
Swimming Pool


    397-400


$       2,281.44
CDBG


                        192-193, 450


$     13,290.69
Special Projects


       154


$     13,500.00
Highway Aid



         -



$              0.00

Capital Projects
                                 -



$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                               107


$   204,380.00





                      Total:

$1,292,555.09

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor had nothing to report, but did question whether the new security cameras have been installed at Talleyrand Park.  The cameras are installed and operating.  
Personnel – The MMO (Minimum Municipal Obligation) for 2010 is in the amount of $390,875.00 and $845.53 for the Non-Uniform Pension Plans.
Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the Police Pension in the amount of $106,165.00.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  The non-uniform has increased approximately $20,000 from last year while the Police Pension has increased approximately $70,000 from last year.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Safety – Mr. Aikens would like a report of overtime used by Borough Police Officers under the old Mutual Aid agreement as well as the pension contribution.  

Mr. Aikens made a motion to adopt the Police Mutual Aid Ordinance.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to have Mr. Stewart proceed to investigate and present a draft to Council on the Three-Strikes Public Housing Ordinance.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Aikens made a motion to have Mr. Stewart proceed in writing language for the un-related portions in the Public Housing Code.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    


Mr. Taylor informed Council that refuse collection was done in the morning while it was still dark and one of the workers had a black t-shirt on and was difficult to see.  He would like the workers reminded to wear their reflective shirts.  


Mr. DeCusati requested information about the power outage at the Bellefonte High School football game on Friday evening.  He feels a safety plan needs to be developed in case this would happen in the future.  


Mr. Aikens reported that there was a fire at the Krider Exchange Building at the end of July.  Howard Long noticed the smoke at the back of the building, found a fire extinguisher from the Diamond Deli and proceeded to extinguish the fire while calling 911.  Mr. Aikens would like Mr. Long to receive a Citizens Citation for his quick thinking and action.


Mr. Holderman reported that there will be a Fire Executive Committee Meeting on Wednesday, September 23rd, at 7:00 PM.


Ms. Dainty reported that there is a Nittany Valley Shared Services Committee Meeting on Tuesday, September 22nd, at 6:00 PM.


Ms. Dainty reported that there is a public meeting on the Task Force of the Bellefonte Water Redevelopment Plan at the Courthouse Annex, Third Floor, on Thursday, September 24th, at 7:00 PM.  She encouraged Council members to attend the meeting.      


Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle had no report.

Streets – Mr. Stewart reported that a meeting was held with representatives of Elcap to learn how to conduct a study regarding the installation of a stop sign at the intersection of Wilson Street and Beaver Street.  The representatives will come again and teach the Borough staff how to conduct the study.    

Technology – Mr. Heidt is examining the server for the main office.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart is exploring incentives for property owners when they have to repair their

sidewalks.  Mr. DeCusati would like recommendations from appropriate professionals for repairing sidewalk damage caused by tree roots that can be placed in the Sidewalk Ordinance.  
· Several options are being explored regarding repairing the Big Spring wall.  This

project could coincide with a house on West Bishop Street that has a wall falling.  The individual in the home does not have the money to have the wall repaired. The stone on the shed of the property would be ideal for replacement of the Big Spring wall and possible an agreement could be made for the Borough to remove the wall and place a lien on the property if she would be willing to provide the stone to the Borough.  She would be credited for the value of the stone.  It was suggested that the work could be done “in-house” during the winter months.      

 NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Holderman reported that there will be a meeting with the Teener League Board of

Directors on Tuesday, September 29, at 7:30 PM at the Borough Building to review the Parkview Heights Park grant which was awarded to the Borough on behalf of the Teener League.  The Role of the Borough is to make sure the project is administratively completed correctly.  The Teener League will provide the matching funds.  
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. Beigle seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Taylor made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of September 21, 2009 at 9:15 PM.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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