
COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 5, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, 
Members Excused: 
Taylor, Heidt, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Elizabeth Herz
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of September 21, 2009.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  The amount listed for the August 2009 Vouchers, Fire Equipment should be corrected to read $9,529.62.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as corrected.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Steve Bolich requesting that Borough Council modify the ordinance that

does not permit farm animals in the Borough.  His children would like to raise hens to show at the Centre County Grange Fair and he would like having fresh eggs.


This letter will be reviewed by the Safety Committee for a recommendation to Borough Council.  

· A letter from Terri Quici, Commuter Services Manager, CATACOMMUTE, Centre

Area Transportation Authority requesting permission to use Talleyrand Park on Friday, October 9th, from 3:30 – 5:30 PM to promote National Rideshare Week.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the request.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Mark Warnaka, Owner, M&M Copy Service, objecting to tour buses

parking in front of their shop when they are in the downtown area.  


This letter will be given to the Streets Committee and the Safety Committee to bring a recommendation to Council.  

· There will be a flu shot clinic on Wednesday, October 28th, from 9:00 AM to 11:00

AM in the Council Chambers of the Bellefonte Borough building.  Borough employees and Council members will receive shots.  Family members and friends can receive the shot for a cost of $25.00.

· A letter from Zachary Ryan Shourds, Producer, requesting permission to film part of

a movie in Talleyrand Park.  Council expressed concern with the Christmas decorations in the park.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to permit the use of Talleyrand Park to film part of a movie.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The movie cannot interfere with Victorian Christmas and no decorations can be moved for the movie.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Aikens would like Council members to watch a video on www.youtube.com called Bellefonte City.      

· A letter from Daniel Bowers, Acting Manager, Financial Consulting Division, Bureau

of Municipal Services, PennDOT, informing the Borough that the proper Liquid Fuels Funds procedures were maintained and followed properly.  Council members thanked Lori Walker for overseeing this.  
· An invitation to the Clearfield/Centre County Boroughs Association to be held on

Thursday, October 22nd, at the Columbia Fire Hall in Osceola Mills, PA.  The dinner and meeting will begin at 6:00 PM.  Council members must RSVP by Thursday, October 15th.     

ORAL
· Mr. Stewart reported that the Bellefonte YMCA will be celebrating their 140th
anniversary and request permission to hang a banner directly in front of the YMCA.  There are two poles that could be used for the banner. 


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Planning Commission Meeting Minutes from September 28, 2009 indicate that

Richard Ulrich will be retiring from the Commission and Dennis Meleshenko retired previously as well as Richard Button.     A letter of thanks will be sent to them for their many years of service and a presentation will be made to them at a Council meeting.

· Mr. Holderman reported there was a public meeting held Thursday, September 24, 2009, on the Waterfront Redevelopment Project at the Courthouse Annex.  There were approximately 50 residents in attendance.  Delta Development, Consultant, provided an overview of the process and then broke the attendees into two groups and performed a SWOT analysis.  The next phase of the project is to begin stakeholder interviews.  There will be another public meeting where approximately three proposals will be presented perhaps in January 2010.   A written suggestion for the Bellefonte Waterfront Redevelopment Project was received from Genevieve Shulick and forwarded onto the Consultant.  

· Mr. Holderman and Mr. Stewart attended the Tax Collection Committee meeting that was held at the Courthouse Annex.  The only role of the County was to organize the meeting.  Officers were selected and bylaws will be prepared.  The Interim Officers are Randy Brown, Chair; Ken Bean, Vice-chair; and Tom Fontaine, Secretary.       
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman reported that the fall flowers planted in the Diamond Area were

donated by Garden Genetics and they are beautiful.

Mayor Goldman reported that there is a big deal made about Brookville Police Department using tasers, but the Bellefonte Police Department has used tasers for three years.  Mayor Goldman reported that the police department is working together and are far ahead of most Commonwealth Communities.  He encourages the police department to keep up the good work.  He feels we have a tremendous police force.  

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· None

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown thanked Garden Genetics for donating the mums that were planted in Talleyrand Park.  The flowers were planted by Borough Staff and volunteers from Day of Caring.  The Garden Club helped get flowers for the hanging baskets and they provide a lot of assistance to the Borough in regard to the beautification of the park and the downtown.  She thanked the Day of Caring volunteers for the work they did around town and would like a letter of thanks sent to them.

The wall at Quaker Cemetery is being repaired.


Mrs. Brown made a motion to waive the parking fee at the end of West High Street during the train ride on Saturday, October 24th.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to pay an invoice to Tracey Benson for services rendered in the amount of $3,466.50.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

Park & Recreation – Mr. Holderman had a meeting with the Teener League Board of Directors regarding Parkview Heights Park Renovations on Tuesday, September 29th.  The grant is being administered by Bellefonte Borough and the Teener League is providing the match.  There was discussion regarding how to best structure the funding and administration of the project.  Murphy Fox has been hired to complete the design and layout.  The grant project end date is December 2011.      

The Children’s Fair Committee would like to provide $3,000 to Bellefonte Borough for playground equipment.  Parks & Recreation will make a recommendation on what to purchase.  


An application for CDBG Recovery funding approved the Talleyrand Park restroom repairs.  Initially the 2009 CDGB-R funding was targeted to upgrading the playground equipment in Talleyrand Park, however, that project was denied.

Personnel – Mr. Hay reported that two part-time interns provided by CareerLink have begun an eight week assignment.  Mary Walker will be working at the front desk and Joshua McCloskey will be working with the Public Works department.  

Safety – Mr. Aikens reported that a Fire Executive Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, September 23rd.  Discussion continued regarding fire apparatus and the Fire Service 
Agreement.  There is full support for what Council would like to do with the Fire Service Agreement.  Ms. Walker provided an update on the PEMA loan and the USDA loan for fire apparatus.  Currently work is in progress with the Bond Council, which will be the last step before the loans are secured.  One loan will be in the amount of $150,000.00 and the other one will be $365,000.00.

Mr. Aikens made a motion to provide a letter to Townships requesting approval and signature of the Fire Services Agreement by December 31, 2009.  The letter shall state if the agreement is not signed, Bellefonte Fire Department will continue to provide fire service for the next calendar year, 2010, for the amount invoiced, however service will be discontinued January 1, 2011.  This will provide each township one year to obtain fire service and allow Bellefonte Borough to begin planning to right size the fire department for the service area where agreements have been reached.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle had no report.

Mrs. Brown questioned whether the Beaver Farms development had to connect to the sewer system.  Mr. Stewart reported that they will be connected to the public sewer system. 


Leaf collection will begin Monday, October 19th.  The leaf collection schedule will be the same as the refuse collection schedule.  Grass clippings are being collected and taken to the Musser Lane landfill.  The grass clipping service is a paid service and the clippings are collected on Wednesday.     

Streets – Mr. DeCusati noted crews have done a good job on several areas throughout town.  Most of the new fireplugs have had dirt and seed placed and grass is beginning to show.  

The Streetscape Project has improved the look of the downtown area by the Library.  

Mr. DeCusati noted that a leaf shredder by the Musser Lane landfill was outside and would like it stored inside the building.

Mr. Stewart reported that an L-Tap representative engineer will come to the Borough to teach the crew how to do a study at the intersection of McAlister Street and High Street.  A device will be placed to count cars and pedestrians.


The crosswalk painting has been refreshed throughout town.  

Patchwork is in progress and sealing will be done on the seams of the patching before cold weather begins.


Mr. Stewart is not aware of what the 2010 schedule will be for Columbia Gas.  


Technology – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· There are a few word changes in the Train Station Lease Agreement that need to be

reviewed.  Mr. Stewart feels the Chamber of Commerce is permitted to use the Train Station at a cost of $1.00 per year as long as they maintain the building.  There is a word change in the draft that he interprets to say the Borough maintains the building.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the existing Train Station Lease Agreement.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The wording will stay the same as in past agreements.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
NEW BUSINESS
· The Centre County Gazette is willing to post Bellefonte Borough Council minutes in

their paper, but they would be slightly modified.  Mrs. Brown made a motion to have the minutes published in the Centre County Gazette for a trial period of 90 days.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  Ms. Dainty abstained from voting.    

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Hay made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of October 5, 2009 at 8:47 PM.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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