COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 18, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.  

Mr. Halderman welcomed Boy Scout Troop #34 to the Council meeting.  
ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Taylor, Schneider, Provan, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 

Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager
Mayor Stanley Goldman 




Staff Present:  

Lori Walker, Finance Manager;
Guests:  
Sam McGinley, Centre County Library; David Bell
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Provan made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of October 4, 2010.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Bob Jacobs, Planning Director, Centre County Planning and

Community Development Office, with information regarding the Centre County Recreation and Greenway Plan.  The plan is available on the Centre County website at www.co.centre.pa.us.  
· A letter from Andrew Hillegass, Post Adjutant, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S.

Jackson Crissman Saylor Post No. 1600, requesting assistance for the Veteran’s Day celebrations at the Courthouse on Thursday, November 11th, at 11:00 AM.  The request includes permission to close High Street from Spring Street to Penn Street and Allegheny Street from Howard Street to Bishop Street.  The letter also requests attendance from Council members at the ceremony.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request as submitted.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  The request will be submitted to the Fire Chief to be sure fire police are available to help with the road closings.  A voice vote was unanimous.   

· A letter from David S. Bell, President, Bellefonte Soccer Association, requesting

permission to install utility sheds at Governor’s Park and assistance with gravel to level the area.  The sheds are 8’ x 8’ and are donated by a local construction company.  The Soccer Association will assemble and maintain the sheds.  The sheds will be painted to match the pavilions.  The request is to place a shed in the front field and one in the back field.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve this request.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Kevin M. Stewart, Director of Environmental Health, American Lung

Association, regarding the new Diesel-Powered Motor Vehicle Idling Law (Act 124 of 2008), which states that certain diesel-powered vehicles weighing over 10,000 pounds may idle for no more than five minutes per hour.  The letter was circulated through various Borough departments and signage will be posted at various locations to address the issue. 

· A letter from Vana Dainty, President, Clearfield Centre County Borough Association,

providing information regarding the October Dinner, which will be held on Thursday, October 28th, at 6:30 PM at the Gaslight Café located on 20 W. Presqueisle Street in Philipsburg.  Grampian Borough will host the event.  James W. Felmlee, Pennsylvania Borough Association President will be at the dinner.  

· A letter from the Logan Fire Company No. 1 inviting Council members and a guest to

their annual banquet, which will be held on Saturday, November 20th, at the Bellefonte Moose.  Social hour begins at 5:00 PM with dinner at 6:00 PM.  All RSVP’s must be made by Friday, November 12th.          
ORAL
· None.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· The CCMPO minutes include discussion regarding projects, but there is no money

available to finance them.  
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman had nothing to report.  
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

ZONING/PLANNING

· The CCMPO is requesting a list of projects to be submitted for next year, but there is

a backlog of projects that have not received funding.  

· A letter from Donald M. Franson, P.E., P.L.S., Franson Engineering & Surveying,

regarding the Willowbank Plaza.  Mr. Franson reviewed the project and has no objections to the plans as presented.  He will sign the plans upon proof of approval of the erosion and sedimentation control plan by the CCCD and execution of the designer’s and landowner’s stormwater signature blocks.

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to finalize the Plozner/Capparelle Lot Sub-Division Plan. 

Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· School Zone Update:  There is a program called L-Tab, which is a municipal

assistance program.  Mr. Stewart will meet with an assistant from that program and explain the project at Howard Street to see if they would help with the cost.  

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

· None.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Dunne made a motion to send a letter to Governor Rendell to request his veto on Bill 1231, which is called the Cancer Presumption Bill.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  She would like the bill vetoed because it broadens the range of diagnosis for workmen’s compensation for firefighters.  Ms. Dainty stated the Borough’s Association is not against firefighters and helping with various cancers, but the bill needs to be cleaned up so that types of cancer that are not a result of firefighting should be removed.  Mr. Schneider feels the fact that Bellefonte Borough is entertaining sending this letter is a slap for the firefighters in Bellefonte Borough.  He feels some of this is the result of an incredibly difficult fight that has gone on for years.  PA is not the only state that has this presumption in place.  This bill has been fighting its way through the legislature for years on and off.  He stated it is basically an act of God to get it proved that the cancer had something to do with firefighting.  He said you essentially have to knock out that there is absolutely nothing else possible than firefighting to have caused the cancer as an issue.  The only option Council has against the bill is to veto it.  Mr. Schneider would like Council to campaign heavily to get a fair bill put into place.  Mr. Stewart stated the Borough’s Association has two lobbyists who try to work compromises.  Ms. Dainty suggested if the bill passes tomorrow then a letter be sent to Governor Rendell, but if the bill doesn’t pass tomorrow then Council would work with Representative Benninghoff to try to get the language changed.  Ms. Dainty made a motion to amend the previous motion to state that if the bill passes the house tomorrow a letter is sent to Governor Rendell and if the bill doesn’t pass tomorrow that Council works with the Legislatures to review the current legislation.  Mr. Beigle seconded the amended motion.  The motion passed with Mr. Schneider voting no.        
Finance and Government Performance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the September 2010 vouchers in the amount of $1,109,266.10.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
September 2010

General


       1001-1002, 17480-17585

           $   331,801.13
Streetlighting



         647-653


           $       6,447.06    

Bellefonte Fire Dept.


       1031-1050

           $     22,116.17
Fire Equipment


       1215-1218

           $       4,695.88
Parks & Recreation


       1342-1359
  
           $     12,095.12
Water



                   7181-7234

           $   109,277.33
Sanitation


                   8493-8557

           $   189,054.22
Refuse




   1963-1985, 993

           $   201,966.93
Swimming Pool


              448


           $            78.93
CDBG


                                   475-485

           $   155,962.57
Special Projects

                          996


           $       4,781.72
Highway Aid                                                      -
$              0.00
Capital Projects
                                      102      

           $       6,501.04*
Bulk Water Sales
                                  114-115


           $     64,458.00* 





                      Total:

          $ 1,109,266.10
· Includes payment for new refuse truck
Park & Recreation – The YMCA provided a report on Kepler Pool.  

Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the Ameron Construction Job Application No. 6 for the Talleyrand Park Expansion Project in the amount of $4,575.20.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The Talleyrand Park Expansion Project is completed.  The retainage will be released when the fence is fixed.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mrs. Dunne reported that a meeting was held regarding the Arms for Peace proposal.  Concerns were expressed regarding whether the memorial is suitable for Bellefonte and how to work with the Arms for Peace group.  The intent of the proposal was very admirable, but could be a little premature since the conflict in Afghanistan is ongoing and the plan is to inscribe plaques up to 2012.  It is felt that Talleyrand Park would be the best location for the memorial.  Mrs. Dunne showed two possible locations in the park for the memorial.  The memorial would be approximately 16’ diameter with 5’ high walls as shown on the blueprints.  The foundation would go down 2’8”.  The design refers to plantings of lush greenery, but Mrs. Dunne does not know who would provide the greenery.  The construction timeline is not known and it is not clear whether there would be Borough oversight for the project.  Mrs. Dunne would like to see a budget for the project.  The group is 5013C.  Council would like to know who would make repairs to the memorial and how repairs would be completed in the event that a stone would break off or some other type of damage would happen.  Council would like to know why the plaques need to end in 2012.  Mrs. Dunne would like to know whether there would need to be easements since another entity is being placed on Borough property.  Council would like to know whether the group would consider making it a state-wide monument.  Council would like to see lighting in the area and a flag.    Council feels there would be a security issue with the monument.


Mr. Holderman provided Mr. Taylor, Mr. Wilson and Ms. Dunne with information regarding what was submitted to DCNR regarding the Parkview Heights project.               
Human Resources – Mr. Provan reported that Eric Haupt was hired for the Parking/Animal Control position.  
Safety – Mr. Wilson reported there was a Safety Committee meeting and they addressed the concern with the crosswalk sign at the intersection of West Linn Street.  The committee felt if the crosswalk sign was placed near the painted lines it would be easier for larger vehicles to get through.  The only other solution would be to remove the sign or eliminate some parking spaces in that area.  


There will be a Task Force meeting on Wednesday evening and the Executive Committee meeting will be held on Thursday.   

AED certifications will be obsolete in November 2010.  The books purchased in 2008 are still usable in 2010.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the AED certification renewals.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    
Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle and Mr. Stewart will be attending a meeting on Tuesday, October 19th, with EPA in reference to the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  EPA is planning an unfunded mandate that would be very expensive for the Borough.     
Streets – The Borough received a permit from PennDOT recently for the flashing light that will be installed on Howard Street.  Mr. Stewart reported that three quotes were obtained and the light is now ordered.   

Energy & Environmental Conservation – There was no report.
OLD BUSINESS
· A draft of the Borough Emergency Management Plan is included in the packets for

Council members to review and provide comments.  
· A request was received for a donation from Centre Home Nursing Agency at a

previous meeting.  This will be discussed at a budget session.  Centre Home Nursing Agency is a non-profit organization.

NEW BUSINESS

· Act 44 involves changes in the pension programs providing more regulations. 

Previously professional services were exempt from the bidding process.  All Attorneys or Financial Advisors to help with the pension programs must go through an RFD process for selection.

· Mr. Stewart will send a letter to the Bellefonte School District to see if they are

interested in Kepler Pool.  

· Sunday, October 24th, will be the Fall Festival in Talleyrand Park.  The Park

dedication will be held at 3:30 PM.  

· Mr. Beigle reported that he, Ms. Dainty, Mrs. Dunne, Mr. DeCusati and Mr. Stewart

attended the PSAB Fall Conference and everyone had a good time.  He reported that Mr. Stewart did an outstanding job with his presentation.    

Mr. DeCusati mentioned a piece of legislation coming up is the Neighborhood Blight Promotion Revitalization Act.  He would like Mr. Stewart to watch for this legislation.  
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.

TICKET EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.    
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of October 18, 2010 at 9:20 PM.  Mr. Provan seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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