COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 19, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:30 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay (via telephone), Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Heidt, 
Officials Present:  
Mayor Stanley Goldman

Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Randy Brachbill, S. Scott Rhoat, Mark Johnson
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of October 5, 2009.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Andrew Hillegass, Post Adjutant, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S.,

Bellefonte, requesting help from Bellefonte Borough with the Veterans Day celebration to be held in front of the Courthouse on November 11, 2009 at 11:00 AM.  The request includes permission to close High Street from Spring Street to Penn Street and Allegheny Street from Howard Street to Bishop Street beginning at 10:30 AM until the ceremony is over at approximately 11:30 AM.  The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1600 also requests the attendance of Council members at the ceremony.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the request as submitted.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.       

· A memorandum from Comcast regarding rate changes and a channel change notice.

· A letter from Naomi Thull regarding issues relating to the Rental Housing Ordinance

and proposed amendments.  This letter and the proposed ordinance changes will be discussed at a work session on Monday, November 2, 2009.  The Code Enforcement Officer will be invited to attend this work session.    

· A letter from Regional Director Randy P. Feathers, Pennsylvania Office of Attorney

General, commending Detective Matthew Rickard for his help with a narcotics investigation in Centre County.  Council members expressed appreciation for the work Detective Rickard did with this investigation.  

· A letter from Bob Carline, Chairman, Water Resources Monitoring Committee,

Spring Creek Watershed Community, as well as copies of the Spring Creek Watershed Community’s 2008 State of the Water Resources Report entitled “Treatment and Disposal of Wastewater in the Spring Creek Watershed.”  The letter also included a request for the 2009 pledge from Bellefonte Borough in the amount of $2,859.00.  

· A letter from Daniel L. Mattern, P.E., Registered Professional Engineer, Triangle

Building Supplies, requesting that Council consider amending the 2006 International Building Code.  According to the Code Enforcement Officer Council cannot make the code less restrictive and recommends the request from Mr. Mattern go before an appeals board in Harrisburg.             

ORAL
· Mr. DeCusati made a motion to allow Bellefonte Area High School to reschedule the

Homecoming Parade for Thursday, November 5, 2009, at 5:30 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
· Randy Brachbill, 120 South Badger Street, encouraged Council not to vote this evening on the fire protection issue that was discussed during the work session.  He has family members that are in the fire department and he wants them to have good equipment and proper training.  He is in agreement that everyone should pay their share.    
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Ms. Dainty reported that the PA State Association of Borough’s convention held this past weekend in Erie. PA was nice.  She felt it was less informative than previous conventions, but feels the state of the economy could be the reason.  It was beneficial to talk with other Borough officials regarding the struggles they face in their municipality.  The convention was attended by Ms. Dainty, Mrs. Brown, Mr. Halderman and Mr. Holderman.  Ms. Dainty was disappointed because the man with the PowerPoint presentation on Codes could not get the presentation working and did not have a hard copy of what he was going to present.    


Mr. Halderman reported that the networking with other officials was very helpful.  

Mr. Holderman thanked Council for permitting him to attend the convention.  He feels Bellefonte Borough and the Council are doing a good job in comparison to other Boroughs across the Commonwealth.  He also reported the convention was attended primarily by Council members. 
· Bellefonte Borough Authority meeting minutes from October 6, 2009.  

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman sent a proclamation to the Bellefonte YMCA in celebration of

their 140th year.  


Mayor Goldman sent a proclamation to the Catholic Daughters of America Court Patrick McCardle 448 of Bellefonte for their fight against pornography.


Mayor Goldman sent a proclamation to the Centre County Mental Health Retardation board for their Red Ribbon Campaign, which will be held October 19th – 30th.  “Drug Free is the Key”.  Mayor Goldman encouraged Council members and citizens of Bellefonte to wear a red ribbon on their coat in support of the campaign.         
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 224 West Linn Street/Sandra Stewart – paint the building, changing from a yellow body color with burgundy trim and white windows, to match that at 153 East Linn Street.
2) 105 West Bishop Street/David Hewitt – change color placement on window hoods.

3) 414 West High Street/Eric and Katie Kline – replace gutters and downspouts; replace windows with aluminum-clad wood windows of the same size and configuration; repaint house and trim.

4) 381 East Curtin Street/Joni Spearly – removal of lattice; installation of a new handrail for the front porch; removal of the rear stairway and the second floor door and extension of the siding over the former opening; replacement of select non-conforming windows; installation of a new 10’ x 10’ rear deck.

5) 126 South Thomas Street/Rich Carson – install new 4’ lack aluminum fence.

6) 120 South Water Street/Chris Summers – renew expired Certificate of Appropriateness for the former Big Trout Inn.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve all six Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr. Beigle

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown reported that a speaker at the conference indicated that there were numerous complaints regarding everything being made elsewhere rather than in the United States.  The speaker reported that municipalities need to purchase locally.  Bellefonte Borough employees are encouraged to make work purchases locally.  
Finance – Mr. Beigle made a motion to file for audit the September 2009 vouchers in the amount of $1,327,266.92.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

September 2009
General



16035 - 16143


$   360,681.81
Streetlighting



    572 - 577


$       6,261.55
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    850 - 865


$     18,910.94
Fire Equipment


  1163 – 1165


$       1,729.62
Parks & Recreation


  1155 - 1178


$     12,059.02



Water



              6528 – 6583


$   105,681.30
Sanitation


   1006, 105, 7768 - 7823

$   680,699.00
Refuse




  1674 - 1697


$   117,321.30
Swimming Pool


    401 - 402


$          915.15
CDBG


                            194 - 195


$       9,507.23
Special Projects


       155


$     13,500.00
Highway Aid



         -



$              0.00

Capital Projects
                                 -



$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                                 -



$              0.00





                      Total:

$1,327,266.92

Park & Recreation – There was no report.
Personnel – Mr. Holderman reported that Thomas S. Smith, Superintendent, WWTP, will be retiring effective January 2, 2010.  The Personnel Committee will meet to discuss the opening and also for consideration of a policy to recognize “Years of Service”.  


Safety – There was no report. 

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle expressed his appreciation for Thomas Smith and the work he did at the WWTP.    

Streets – Mr. DeCusati would like to establish a meeting with the Streets Committee.  

Information was received regarding the Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2040 Project Solicitation.  Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission will develop a list of proposed projects and will then present the list to the Streets Committee for review before being presented to Council.

Mr. Stewart reported that counters were placed at the intersection of McAlister Street and High Street.  They were there for three days and were then removed because of inclement weather.  The pedestrian counts will be done Tuesday and Wednesday, October 20th & 21st.  After all the counts are reviewed it will be determined whether a four-way stop at that intersection is justified.  


Mrs. Brown reminded residents that the annual Halloween parade will be held on Sunday, October 25th, beginning at 3:00 PM.  The parade begins at the Bellefonte High School and will travel down Bishop Street.    


Technology – Current ordinances can now be found on the Borough’s website at www.Bellefonte.net.  

Mr. Beigle reported that the website needs to be updated.  

OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart reported that he did not forward amendments from Mr. Elnitski’s
Amendments to the draft Fire Agreement with the Townships when he received them in February 2009 for two reasons: 1) the full Shared Services Committee did not agree on the changes, thus, there still wouldn’t have been an agreement, and 2) he did not feel comfortable recommending the changes to council because the changes allowed for the Borough a cap on the budget, which could perhaps make Borough residents be required to “make-up” the difference.  

Mrs. Dainty, as chairman of Shared Services, reported that she felt that some of the recommendations were not in the best interest of the Borough taxpayers.  Ms. Dainty reported that before it progressed Spring Township reported that they would not be signing any agreements, therefore there really was nothing to move forward.  

· Mr. Holderman reported that a Bond Council was procured for the Fire Apparatus

Loans.  

· Leaf collection began on Monday, October 19th.  Leaves will be picked up on normal

refuse collection days.  Brush collection is being completed with the normal requirements of having the bundles cut into 6’ lengths, unless there are extenuating circumstances.  

· Progress is being made on the railroad crossing relative to the Talleyrand Park expansion by SEDA-COG and the railroad.  Both are working to get the drawings stamped by a professional engineer.  The permit package should be finalized soon at the Department of Environmental Protection.

· Mr. Beigle reported that a large tree that came down on Shady Lane was 24” in

diameter and the Borough Crew did an excellent job in cleaning up the mess.  Mr. DeCusati thanked the Borough Crew for the excellent job they did in cleaning up trees and brush on the west side of Bellefonte.      

NEW BUSINESS
· The Health Care renewal rates have increased tremendously.  Available options need

to be explored.  Mr. DeCusati reported that all companies are experiencing high increases.  

· The CDGB recovery funds in the amount of $33,000.00 will be used renovating the Talleyrand Park Restrooms.

· CDGB funding in the amount of $122,000.00 was received.  This funding is currently slated for upgrading Talleyrand Park playground equipment.      

EXONERATIONS
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the ticket exonerations.  Mr. DeCusati

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.      
POLICE REPORT
· Ms. Dainty made a motion to accept the police report.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of October 19, 2009 at 9:08 PM.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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