COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 2, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman
Members Excused: 
Hay, Aikens, Mayor Stanley Goldman

Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  

Dallas Gallo, Lori Walker
Guests:  
Randy Brachbill, Brian Auman, Richard & Virginia Ulrich, Karen Baker, Eric Baker, Andy Haines, Denny & Kay Meleshenko, William Spedding, Eric Peddigree
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of October 19, 2009.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A memo from the Bellefonte Police Department regarding courtesy parking in

Bellefonte during the holiday season. 


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve Courtesy Parking from November 27, 2009 through January 4, 2010.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A carbon copy letter from Harry J. Burd, Building Official, to Samuel Stoltfuss

regarding a retaining wall/stairway/occupancy at 101 South Spring Street.  

· A Recycle Report for Fall 2009 for Council members to review.

· A letter from Judi Minor, Acting Paratransit Coordinator, CATA, providing an

invitation to attend a CATA meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 at 1:00 PM in the CATA Board Room at 2081 W. Whitehall Road, State College.  The meeting is being held to obtain input in transportation needs, to hear suggestions for improving the CATA Ride program, and to discuss any other concerns or issues related to the program.
ORAL
· John Cox, Rhoades & Sinon LLP, addressed Council as Bond Counsel for purchase

of Fire Apparatus.  Mr. Cox referenced an ordinance that has been advertised as required and been available for public inspection.  The bond authorizes the issuance of two general obligation notes to finance a fire truck and related fire equipment for the volunteer fire company in Bellefonte.  

General Obligation Note #1 is $365,000.00 and will be purchased by the US Department of Agriculture acting through the Rural Housing Service.  A final rate has not been obtained, but the maximum rate will not exceed 4.375%.  The final Letter of Conditions will be received in two weeks.  A local bank is not able to provide a lower interest rate.    
General Obligation Note #2 is $150,000.00 and will be sold to the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency.  The interest rate is 2% for fifteen (15) years.  

A fire truck is scheduled to be delivered and the balance must be paid within ten days of delivery.  Both notes are pre-payable without penalty.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to adopt the Ordinance as presented by Bond Counsel to authorize two General Obligation notes in the amounts of $365,000.00 and $150,000.00.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.         
· Brian Auman, Landscape Architect at Community Planner with SEDA-COG,

Lewisburg, PA thanked Council for their consideration of his proposal and request regarding the Walkable Communities Initiative.  For the past five to six years he has been doing a lot of work with Greenway and Community Planning Projects linked to trails and open space.  A year ago a proposal was put together for a first Phase of creating Walkable Communities.  Mr. Auman informed Council that the goal to find funding for local communities is to put the “peg in the right hole”.  The goals and strategies are something that will be funded by the Federal Government.  The bottom line of the project is that Mr. Auman would like to work with communities such as Bellefonte and Spring Township to conduct community audits on walkability and bikability.  They would like to work with a local task force and community group to develop specific recommendations for enhancements to make the community more bicycle and pedestrian friendly while addressing a broad range of issues such as making the downtown more ADA accessible.  The end goal of the project is to have specific designs and concepts for places in the community to make enhancements.  Mr. Auman would like to have an early implementation/demonstration project that could be funded in the next round of the funding.  Mr. Auman encourages multi-municipal thinking and would like Bellefonte and Spring Township to work together.  Something to be explored would be sub-divisional land development ordinances of the two municipalities so they could be complimentary to each other.  County Planning encourages this.  Local municipal governments would provide a 50/50 match with federal funding.  The overall amount would be $10,000.00 divided by four municipalities.  The request would be for $2,500.00 and the project would not begin until fall 2010.  Mr. Auman is also willing to request funding from the Bellefonte Area School District.  


An example of a project that Mr. Auman would recommend is something that would make it safer for children walking to school.  In the near future Mr. Auman will need some type of commitment to proceed with his study.  

RECOGNITION OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS:  

Richard Ulrich was recognized with a Proclamation from the Mayor for his many years of service on the Planning Commission.  Council members congratulated Mr. Ulrich and presented him with a key to Bellefonte.  Mr. Ulrich informed Council he served on the Planning Commission for thirty years.  He appreciated all the dedicated people he worked with.  Mr. Ulrich feels the most dedicated accomplishment while he served on the Planning Commission is the bike path to Governors Park.  


Dennis Meleshenko was recognized with a Proclamation from the Mayor and a key to the Borough for his seventeen (17) years of dedicated service as a member of the Planning Commission.  Council members thanked Mr. Meleshenko for his years of dedicated service.           
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· The ABCD Economic Development meeting was held on Monday, October 26, 2009.

The meeting was attended by Mr. Holderman and Ms. Dainty.  The meeting was a continuation of the committee trying to determine what the role will be.  There is some exploration as to what can be done for the downtown store owners and how to assist in that process.  The committee is also trying to get an anchor of what the area is known for.  The next meeting will be held on November 23, 2009 at the Borough Building.  Fly fishing experts will speak at the meeting.  

· An ACT 32 meeting was held on Wednesday, October 28, 2009.  Mr. Stewart will

provide Council with updates from these meetings.      
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mr. Holderman read an advertisement from the Bellefonte Borough Police

Department informing the community that they are seeking volunteers for a Neighborhood Watch Program.  Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Mike Lyons at mlyons@bellefonte.net or 353-2320.    
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· None

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Planning Commission approved Beaver Farm Phase II with stipulations, which are indicated in the Planning Commission minutes.   Mr. Gallo provided updated drawings.  Bill Spedding and Andy Haines were available to answer any questions regarding the project.  A traffic impact analysis was completed in September and the results were sent to PennDOT.  Preliminary results show minimum impact to the intersection.  Phase II will add forty townhouses.  The Centre County Conservation District results were not received by the Planning Commission meeting.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve Beaver Farms Phase II.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  The motion was passed with Mr. Heidt voting no and Mr. Halderman not voting.   

Labor and Industry:  CO2 Variances – Mr. DeCusati reminded everyone that this is the first example of trying to deal with code issues and going before the State Accessibility Review Board and that many of the requests were successfully appealed.     
Finance – There was no report.
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the A&E Fees contingent on approval from the Teener League Board of Directors.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. Holderman reported that acknowledgement was received from DEP regarding the State Water Encroachment Permit for Talleyrand Park.  Webber, Murphy, Fox is in the process of putting together the overall package to DCNR for their approval, which will take approximately three-four weeks.  

Personnel – There will be a retirement party on Wednesday, November 18th, from noon to 3:00 PM in the Borough Council room for Tom Smith.  RSVP by November 13th.  The cost is $7.00 per person.
Officer McGarvey will be retiring from active Police Duty effective December 31, 2009.  


Safety – There was no report.

Water/Sanitation – There was no report.

Streets – Mr. DeCusati noted that the Streets Committee held a meeting to review the list of recommended projects for the Centre County Long Term Transportation Plan and make the recommendation that Council accept the list.  

A PennDOT representative was in the Borough helping do traffic counts so the Borough staff could learn how to do the counts.  That representative made recommendations regarding how to handle the traffic going up Halfmoon Hill and the Streets Committee will review those recommendations.  


The Sidewalk Ordinance is still open and discussion will take place at an upcoming work session.


Technology – Mr. Stewart, Mr. Holderman and Mr. Heidt met with Bill McMillan, McMillan Computer Solutions, which is the company that manages the computers for the Police Department.  Currently Russell Shuey troubleshoots the Borough’s computer systems.  There were several alternatives as to how to manage the computer system.  One method is the virtual method, which would take all the information off the computers and house it at another location.  The other suggestion was to have them come in and maintain the computers as the current practice.  This will relieve Mr. Shuey from this additional responsibility and allow him to focus on his primary duties.  The cost would be $1,185.00 per month.  


Mr. Heidt made a motion to hire McMillan Computer Solutions at a cost of $1,185.00 for a one year trial period.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.     
OLD BUSINESS
· When Council minutes are forwarded to The Gazette they are cut down and no

mention is made that the minutes are draft minutes.  Council would like the minutes to state “draft minutes”.    
NEW BUSINESS
· None.

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. Heidt made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of November 2, 2009 at 9:00 PM.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
PAGE  
5

