COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 16, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay (via telephone), Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
Aikens 
Officials Present:  
Mayor Stanley Goldman

Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Staff Present:  

Lori Walker
Guests:  
Gaye D. Dunne, Dan G. [The Hartman Agency], Mark Johnson, Randy Brachbill, Sam McGinley, John Cingle, Tony Brink 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of November 2, 2009.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Sally Houser, Chairman, 2009 Bellefonte Victorian Christmas,

requesting bagged meters on the downside of High Street at the diamond along the Wiser building for carriage rides; the request also includes permission to bag meters on the corner of Allegheny Street and Howard Street next to the Post Office for the shuttle November 11th, 12th and 13th.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from E. J. Knittel, Director of Events and Information Services, Pennsylvania

State Association of Boroughs, providing information regarding training for newly elected officials. 

· A letter from Senator Jake Corman in regard to the Marcellus Shale natural gas

extraction in response to a letter he received from Council.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to send another letter to Senator Corman regarding this issue.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The motion was passed with three Council members voting no.

· A letter from David Stimpson, E.A., M.A.A.A., Vice President of Actuarial Services,

Mockenhaupt Benefits Group.  There is a resolution in the packets that is for auditing purposes to keep the police employee contributions at 3.9%, which is the same are before.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve resolution 11.16.09.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  The contribution amount could be as high as 5%, but the contract stipulates 3.9%.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· An invitation from Logan Fire Company No. 1 to the annual banquet on Saturday,

November 21st, at the Bellefonte Moose located on Spring Street.  The invitation is extended to Council members and one guest.  Council members should let Mr. Stewart know immediately if they plan to attend the banquet.

· A letter from Dennis Hameister, Chair, Spring Creek Watershed Commission,

regarding the 2010 contribution in the amount of $207.50.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the contribution.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  The commission has worked on the Well Ordinance and Geothermal Heating Systems.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Sherl Simson, 212 W. High Street, Apt. 3, regarding the CATA bus

schedule.  Ms. Simson is requesting that CATA increase the bus times and have more buses available on the weekend.  Mr. Stewart will write a letter suggesting those interested in additional routes sign a petition and present it to CATA.

· A letter from Spring Township regarding the Fire Service Agreement.  Mr. Stewart

will provide a copy to all Council members and will also write a response for Council members to review before it is sent.

· A letter from the Department of Community and Economic Development regarding

the 2009 CDBG funds.  The grant in the amount of $33,470.00 to be used for restrooms at Talleyrand Park.

· A letter from the Department of Community and Economic Development regarding a

grant in the amount of $124,482.00 to be used in Talleyrand Park.

· A letter from the ELA Group requesting to be considered as the Borough Engineers

for the 2010 calendar year.  Mr. Stewart will provide copies of the letter to all Council members.

· A letter from the Department of Community and Economic Development providing the final executed agreement for CDBG-R funding for $33,000.                  

ORAL
· Mr. Sam McGinley addressed Council to thank them for their support of the Centre

County Library.  Mr. McGinley informed Council of the improvements being made to the library to make it more handicap accessible by installing new restrooms and building a new entrance.  Mr. McGinley informed Council that the Bellefonte Borough is the biggest supporter of the library.  Mr. McGinley encouraged Council to continue their support of the library.  Council thanked Mr. McGinley.    

· Randy Brachbill addressed Council regarding the minutes of October 19, 2009.  Mr.

Brachbill felt the minutes did not correctly reflect what he said so he reiterated that what he said at the meeting of October 19, 2009 was “he encouraged Council not to vote that evening on the Fire Protection issue with the townships involved because from the discussion in the work session no one agreed on the details discussed.”  He went on to say “if he were a member of Benner Township he would drag his feet as well to save money as long as he could.  Sooner or later you have to give them an ultimatum that they accept or not.”  He then went on to say “he does have family members in the fire department and he does want them to have good equipment and proper training, and that takes money.”  He went on to say “he agrees that everyone should pay their fair share.”    
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Authority Meeting Minutes for November 3, 2009.  
MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman had nothing to report.  
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 140 West Bishop Street/Kelly Baney for Dr. Terry Hendricks – install two new signs for dental office; move one existing directional sign.
2) 138-140 South Allegheny Street/Randy Holderman – replace existing white aluminum replacement windows with new white vinyl windows of the same size and configuration; remove the existing non-historic shutters.

3) 137 West Linn Street/Remodelers Workshop for Donald Cramer – install new exterior egress stair constructed of pressure treated lumber at the northeast corner of the building; modify two of the three existing dormers to accommodate doors, as required for egress.

4) 105 East Curtin Street/Michael Immel – install new one-story garage at rear of building, with wood or hardiplank siding painted gray, deck on roof with black metal railing, wood or aluminum clad wood windows in 2/1configuration, and pedestrian and garage doors to be determined administratively.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the HARB recommendation for all four

Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  Mr. DeCusati noted that the project on West Linn Street requires a full staircase be built on the side and that taking a Mansard roof window and making it a doorway is not what he would like done with historical homes.  He feels it will be a detriment to the building and a large portion of the project is not reversible.  Mr. DeCusati also feels when the maintenance code was adopted it was the will of Council not to force property owners to install sprinklers, but this is the result of that.  Council members would like a work session on this topic.  The motion was passed.    

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown thanked Mr. & Mrs. Jack Meyer of Triangle Road in Bellefonte for the donation of the Christmas tree for the Victorian Christmas ceremonies.  Mr. Stewart will send a letter of thanks.  
Finance – Ms. Dainty made a motion to file for audit the October 2009 vouchers in the amount of $1,046,072.75.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

October 2009
General


      16144-16261, 15873

$   486,068.89
Streetlighting



    578 - 583


$       6,609.01
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    866 - 874


$       4,863,35
Fire Equipment


  1166 - 1167


$       1,029,62
Parks & Recreation


  1179 - 1193


$     13,716.22



Water



      1046, 6566, 6584-6630

$   171,801.70
Sanitation


   
  7824 – 7881


$   196,745.99
Refuse




  1698 - 1720


$     98,920.88
Swimming Pool


    403 - 405


$          292.61
CDBG


                                 196


$       9,645.73
Special Projects


         156


$     13,519.75
Highway Aid



           -


$              0.00

Capital Projects
                                   -


$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                            108 - 109


$     42,859.00





                      Total:

$1,046,072.75

Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor reported that the Teener League is trying to get permission to continue with repairs.  There is a light pole in one of the outfields.  In a new field that would not be acceptable, but they are trying to get it grandfathered to be able to continue with the repairs.  That is pending.

There was a meeting with Dave Ely Equipment Manufacturer, Lewisburg, to provide an outline with what he would like in Talleyrand Park.  Most of the equipment installed in 1991 by Supelco is outdated and the Code Enforcement Officer and insurance company would not approve over half of the items.

It has not been determined what will be done regarding the municipal pool during the 2010 season.  Over $20,000 was lost last year.    

Personnel – Mr. Hay reported that there will be an Executive session tonight following the Council meeting.  

Safety – Mr. Holderman reported that there will be a Fire Executive Committee meeting on Tuesday, November 24th, to discuss a policy on physicals for fire department personnel.   

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reported that the water withdrawal report has remained consistent.  The new budget will include upgrading ten fire hydrants.


Mr. Beigle thanked the Borough Crew for the fine job they do with leaf pickup.  Leaf collection will continue through Friday, November 20th, and then it will only be done on Wednesday for the following three weeks before being completed.


Mr. Stewart reported that leak detection was done this year and was funded by Coca Cola.  Mr. DeCusati would like to know whether Coca Cola would like an advertisement from the Borough thanking them for providing this service.  Mr. DeCusati noted that a municipality in Lock Haven is providing water to a competitor. 


Ms. Dainty questioned whether everyone was aware of the $3 increase in rates.  Mr. Stewart reported that all the funds will be summarized in a work session before the next Council meeting.  At that time Council will be able to make a tentative budget decision and then it will be advertised.
    

Streets – Mr. DeCusati had no report.


Mr. Holderman reported that removable reflectors were placed around the bulb outs on Allegheny and Howard Streets so they will be visible to the snow plows in the wintertime. 


Technology – Mr. Heidt reported there was a Borough Client Contract with McMillan.

Council members whose terms expire will need to turn their computers in at the end of the December 21st Council meeting and are encouraged to remove any personal information.  A new laptop was ordered and will be in at the end of December.  

OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Holderman provided information regarding the estimated cost savings for

installing new LED street-lighting.  Due to the pay-back period per light estimated at 11 years (before savings would begin), it was recommended that it would be advisable to wait a year and re-evalute before considering this change because prices may decrease as the technology advances.      
NEW BUSINESS
· A Letter of Intent-Governor’s Center – request for technical assistance.  They would

review the Borough finances and provide recommendations.  There is not any expense, but you must apply for technical assistance.  A description included with the request would include a stagnant tax base, increasing expenses such as health care and pensions.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the Letter of Intent and to submit it as needed by the Borough.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

POLICE REPORT
· Mr. Heidt made a motion to accept the police report.  Mrs. Brown seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of November 16, 2009 at 8:50 PM.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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