COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 7, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman
Members Excused: 
Hay, 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 




Mayor Stanley Goldman

Staff Present:  

Lori Walker, Finance Director
Guests:  
Gay D. Dunne, Tom Wilson, Zachary Gay, Alex Novak
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of November 16, 2009.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from L. Pamela Vaiana, Principal, Saint John the Evangelist Catholic School,

requesting permission for the children to Christmas carol to local businesses and shoppers.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A carbon copy of a letter from Daniel M. Durachko, President, Bellefonte Historical 

Railroad Society to Historic Bellefonte, Inc. requesting Council to write letters to SEDA-COG rail authority regarding the disappointment in the cancellations of trains.

Ms. Dainty made a motion to send a letter to SEDA-COG.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  Mr. Aikens suggested writing a letter of support for the individual from State College that is seeking the vacant Centre County seat on the Authority.  Mr. Halderman will bring the issue up at the SEDA-COG board meeting on Wednesday.  A voice vote was unanimous.         
· A letter from Comcast regarding channel changes.  

· A letter from David R. Mader, P.E., Maintenance Programs Engineer, PennDOT,

regarding resurfacing projects for ADA regulations that will affect the use of the public right-of-way.  

· Information from Pat Kennedy showing that Boston passed motorcycle noise

legislation.  

· A letter from Pamela Jo Royer, Event Chair Bellefonte Relay for Life 2010,

requesting permission to hold the relay for life in Governor’s Park on June 4th and June 5th.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to allow this event to be held at Governor’s Park providing it does not conflict with other events.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Gay D. Dunne addressing the Arts Grant money.  Mr. Stewart also

received numerous emails regarding this subject.  A letter was received from Council of the Arts stating the funding for pass-through type of grants or re-granting types of grants under the Council of Arts have been suspended for next year due to State funding cuts, which is the type of grant Bellefonte has.   
· A resolution was received from the Attorney Adrian Herbst that worked with the

Borough under the cable process for getting a new franchise agreement.  The resolution supports the Community Access Prevention Act of 2009 (CAP Act).  The resolution supports municipalities getting PEG channels and public education betterment channels.  

· A letter from William H. MacMath, Spring Township Manager, regarding fire

services in relation to the agreement that was sent to Spring Township.  Mr. Stewart drafted a response that was reviewed by Mr. Halderman before being signed and sent to Spring Township.  
· A letter from Richard & Virginia Ulrich thanking the Sanitation and Sewer

employees of the Borough for their quick response to an emergency request at 1023 Airport Road.  Mr. Aikens thanked Bill Comly for his response to a similar situation at his property.  

· A letter from Dean A. Weidner from the law firm of Wix, Wenger & Weidner

regarding a sink hole and trees at Governor’s Gate apartments.  Mr. Stewart suggested Nittany Engineering be requested to examine the sinkhole situation and meet on site to address some of the tree issues.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion for Mr. Stewart to arrange for the engineer to examine the sink hole.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Nancy K. Baron-Baer, ADL (Anti-Defamation League).

ORAL
· The Borough building is a collection site for Toys for Tots.  The last day to donate

toys is Friday, December 11, 2009.  

· Gay Dunne addressed Council regarding retaining the money for the Arts Grant.  She

thinks the money should remain in the budget because it is important to support the arts.  Mrs. Dunne feels the library is a good institution and it is good that the Borough supports it, but she feels the arts needs to be supported as well and requested the consideration of Council members to put money in the budget for the arts.  The Borough put $4,000 in the budget for the library, which will help pay for the windows and will then in turn provide them with a long-term savings on their heat and electricity.  Ms. Dainty is a big supporter of the arts but feels the library is something that benefits everyone in town whereas supporting the arts would not benefit everyone.  

· Ms. Dainty made a motion to have a letter sent to the Benner Township Supervisors requesting them to send any comments regarding the fire service agreement in writing, as Spring Township did, the Borough will examine it and give it the same consideration as given to Spring Township and then a reply will be provided.  The letter shall also request that Supervisor Elnitsky refrain from placing telephone calls the Fire Chief and other fire volunteers as they are not familiar with the details of the agreement.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.            
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Holderman reported on an ABCD-Economic Development meeting was held on Monday, November 23, 2009.  Several fly fishing representatives spoke at the meeting about what fly fishing could mean for economic development in the area.  There was discussion regarding Spring Creek being closed to fly fishing in the area.  Fly fishing will be discussed at a future meeting.

· Mr. Holderman reported on the Fire Executive Committee Meeting was held on Tuesday, November 24, 2009.  Because of newly purchased fire apparatus that will be picked up on December 21 or 22, 2009, the fire department would like to donate Engine 210 to CPI for training of firemen.  
Mr. Aikens made a motion to approve the donation of Engine 210 to CPI for the training of firemen.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Holderman reported that the fire department will keep Tanker 219 for a few months until they determine what they would like to do with it.  


A draft Occupational Medicine Monitoring Program was discussed at the meeting, which is a physical program for the fire fighters.  


Mr. Aikens reported that when he took over the Safety Committee five years ago there was a culture in the Borough that the fire department isn’t a part of the administration.  He is thrilled to see that Mr. Holderman is heading up a monthly Fire Executive Safety Committee meeting on a regular schedule and that the department is treated as an equal among all departments that the Borough administrates. He thanked Mr. Stewart and is also grateful and appreciates the fine group of volunteers and the wonderful resource they are in the community.  

· Mr. Beigle and Mr. Holderman represented the Borough at SEDA-COG on Friday, December 4th.  The topic was “Showcasing Innovative Local Energy Projects”.  Mr. Beigle provided a 15-20 minute presentation on money that was saved on energy use in the Borough.  Allegheny Power will be having a meeting January 21, 2010 on Act 129.    

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman reported that it has been an honor and pleasure working with the

three Council members that will be going off Council.  He thanked them for the work they did – Mr. Aikens, Mrs. Brown and Mr. Heidt.  Council members expressed their agreement to this.


Mayor Goldman reminded everyone that Victorian Christmas begins on Friday evening, December 11th.    
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

· Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the land subdivision plan that was recommended

for approval by the Planning Commission.    Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  The plan will change lot lines.  The plan begins with three lots and ends with three lots.  Two of the lots will have a larger back yard.    The plan meets all set back requirements.  A voice vote was unanimous.   
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· None

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – The Borough owns the Bellefonte Museum.  The Museum would like to install a stairway that will be visible from the front of the building and would like to know if Council approves.  With the proposed plan the Courtyard would disappear.  Mr. Halderman turned this over to the Building and Property Committee for further review.  


Mrs. Brown made a motion to have two more meters be bagged during Victorian Christmas in front of the Brockerhoff for carriage ride loading.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.          

Labor & Industry has denied a request from Mrs. Brenda Confer, CO2 Botique, regarding the side entry door variance.     
Finance – Ms. Dainty informed Council that if the money for Kepler Pool is not collected from each municipality for 2009 then the pool will not be able to open in 2010.  Bellefonte has paid their share.  Benner Township, Spring Township and Marion Township need to pay their share of the loss.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to send a letter to the municipalities that participate in the funding of the pool to request that they pay their existing debt from last year and if the debt is not paid the pool will not open for the 2010 season.  A letter will be sent to the YMCA.  The letter should state that this debt is unexpected.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion that the allotted $4,000 in the budget remain in the Library fund.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Mr. DeCusati voting no.


Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the tentative budget in the amount of $9,413,845.00.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Ms. Dainty reported that the auditor’s fees to audit the books for 2009 will be $16,995.00.  Mr. Aikens made a motion to have the auditor from Young Oaks Brown & Co. audit the books.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.          
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor stated that Tracey Benson is putting together a certificate of title for Talleyrand Park for inclusion to the packet that was sent to DCNR for review and approval on November 25th.  Mr. Holderman reported that Webber, Murphy & Fox will attend the second Council meeting in January 2010 to provide an overview to Council.  

Mr. Taylor reported that work is progressing to redo the playground equipment at Talleyrand Park.  Mayor Goldman reported that HBI is going to donate $3,000 toward new playground equipment at Talleyrand Park.  


Mr. Taylor reported that work is in progress to have a telephone pole moved at the Teener League field.  Allegheny Power has examined the pole and will provide an answer at a later date.  

Personnel – Work is progressing with the unions regarding a new health care program.  There are grievances that are being handled.  


Safety – Mr. Aikens noticed that someone drove through the cemetery and hit some headstones.  He requested that PennDOT be asked to put up a guard rail in that location at the corner of Wilson Street and Howard Street.  

Mr. Aikens reported that Santa Claus is in a tree on the Diamond.  He is facing inward and appears to be hiding in the tree.  Mr. Stewart will take care of that.


Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the USDA loan in the amount of $365,000.00 with a fifteen year payoff, the insurance agreement and the USDA agreement.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Stewart received a call from Jack Aborigg, Marion Township Supervisor, regarding the fire service agreement.  They have Howard Fire Company to take care of the township, but they do not have someone to cover I80.  The request is for Bellefonte to cover I80 for free, and if not would they consider covering just I80 for a fee.        

Water/Sanitation – One bid was received for the advertised truck.  The bid is for a used pickup truck with a utility bed on the back.  The bid is from Steve Eckert Auto Sales, York, PA.  The bid is $18,999.00 for a Ford F250 XL Extended Cab, Four-door six cylinders Diesel, automatic, 75,000, 10,000 lb. gross weight.  The bid will be turned over to the Water/Sanitation Chairman for review and recommendation.  Mr. Beigle made a motion for approval if the truck is acceptable after the committee reviews it.  Mr. Aikens seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 

Streets – Mr. DeCusati would like the Street staff thanked for installing the markers around the Streetscape project bump outs.  Council members have received many complaints about the markers.  


There is a light out on North Spring Street and Beaver Street.


On West Beaver Street there are parking issues that need to be examined.      

Technology – Mr. Heidt reported that the Borough needs a new telephone in the conference room.  

Mr. Heidt reminded Council members that are leaving their position to turn in their laptops following the December 21, 2009 meeting and to remove any personal information.  

OLD BUSINESS
· Per minutes dated June 1, 2009 the Farmers Market Ordinance will be repealed

effective December 31, 2009.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to go back to the ordinance that was repealed.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.    

Mr. Beigle made a motion to repeal the previous motion.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Farmer’s Market will be held near the Library on the corner of Allegheny and Howard Street Saturday, December 12 during Victorian Christmas.

NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the resolution that designates the Assistant Borough Manager as assistant secretary for signature for authority purposes.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. Halderman is requesting a sign be placed on the door requesting people to turn their cell phones off during Council meetings.  


Mr. Halderman would like Council members to consider the items Chief Weaver mentioned for the budget.    

EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.      
POLICE REPORT
· There was no police report.
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. DeCusati made a motion to

Adjourn the meeting of December 7, 2009 at 9:15 PM.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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