COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 21, 2009
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Brown, Dainty, Taylor, Hay, Aikens, Beigle, DeCusati, Heidt, Halderman 
Members Excused: 
 
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 

Mayor Stanley Goldman
Staff Present:  


Guests:  
Dave Breon, Bill MacMath, Frank Royer, John Elnitski, Sharon Royer, Tim Schoonover, Holly Fritchman, Tom Wilson, Gay D. Dunne, Dan Mattern, Peggy Stoves
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of December 7, 2009.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Centre County with a resolution

about Citizens for Healthcare Reform that will be sent to federal legislators.

· A letter from Russell Redding, Acting Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of

Agriculture, inviting Local Officials to the 7th Annual Pennsylvania Farm Show Public Officials Day Luncheon, which will be held on Thursday, January 14, 2010, in the Farm Show Complex Cafeteria beginning at 12:00 PM.  

· A letter addressed to Ms. Martha Hartle from Jim Allen, Secretary, PMRS

(Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System) explaining why all “defined contribution” pension plans were changed to “cash balance” pension plans.  

· A letter from Catherine Dupuis, Artistic Director and President, JazzPA, thanking

Bellefonte Borough for the grant received from the Council of the Arts in the amount of $2,000.00.

· A memorandum from Mr. Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager, regarding

the open records policy and recommendations for the open records policy.  


Mr. Aikens made a motion to accept the recommendations of the Assistant Borough Manager regarding the open records policy.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.   

ORAL
· Holly Fritchman, 318 East Howard Street, addressed Council as a new board member

of Bellefonte Museum for Centre County.  The location of the museum is a home that belongs to Bellefonte citizens.  She feels the volunteers and Council members are working together hand-in-hand to get a fire escape put into the home.  There is a $14,000 grant from the Centre County Visitor’s Bureau to be used before March 2010 or it must be returned.  The volunteers would like suggestions of how the fire escape could be moved forward so it could be completed before the grant period expires.  There are many plans for the upstairs of the museum but they cannot move forward with the plans until a fire escape is installed.  Mrs. Fritchman requested that Council speak to the bank to obtain a variance so the fire escape could be installed on the back of the building.  Mr. DeCusati questioned whether a drop down fire escape could be used in this situation.  Mrs. Fritchman will write a letter to the bank from the Museum Board and Council will address a letter also.   Mayor Goldman feels perhaps the right person at the bank has not been contacted.  


Dan Mattern did the drawings for both fire escape designs.  The original design came along the north side of the building, off the rear second floor balcony, and came down to grade.  The second option came into the courtyard, which Council did not support.  HARB members proposed an alternative of sprinkling, but Mr. Mattern stated that is not an alternative because the code does not provide for that.  He stated there is nowhere in the code for this type of occupancy, assembly occupancy, where a sprinkler system can be substituted for a second egress, and Harry Burd is in agreement with this.  Mr. Mattern feels coming off the north side of the building would be the best solution.  Mr. Mattern pointed out that there is a difference between a fire escape and a means of egress in the code.  A fire escape is only permitted where there is a tight crunch for space.  A fire escape is narrower and steeper than a means of egress.  If an agreement can be reached with the bank Mr. Mattern would suggest a means of egress be installed rather than a fire escape.  Mr. Beigle suggested someone from the Museum Board travel to Hershey and meet with a bank representative.         

· Mr. Stewart received and distributed the Certificates of Elections.      

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Mr. Beigle reported on the Airport Meeting.  Work has not begun on the tower, but

all paperwork has been signed regarding the land swap for this.  The airport is doing well.  There was only a 2% decrease in air travel.  

· Planning Commission meeting minutes from November 30, 2009.

· Mr. Stewart attended the Earned Income Tax Election Delegate meeting on Thursday,

December 10, 2009.  There is a sub-committee working on bylaws and they are exploring three options:  1) hiring a contractor to collect the earned income tax for the county; 2) form a tax collection entity to collect the tax; 3) use an existing tax collection entity and expand on that.  Mr. Stewart recommends that Council use a non-commercial company to do the collection.  The school districts play a major part in making this decision.  
· Authority meeting minutes from December 15, 2009.  

· Two projects have been sent in to MPO.  One was for the I-99 loops completion and

a second interchange to prevent massive traffic in Bellefonte.  Airport Road and the completion of the bike path was another suggestion.  It suggested that a request for Phoenix Avenue and a traffic signal be submitted as well.         

MAYOR’S REPORT
· Mayor Goldman reported that tickets will be issued if residents do not use the

alternate street parking.  Snow removal cannot be done properly if residents to not follow the alternate street parking.  A public announcement will be made regarding this.    


Mayor Goldman reported that Victorian Christmas was a success.        
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 126 South Water Street/Chris Summers – remove paint from brick building.
2) 125 West Bishop Street/Molly Fisher – replace aluminum awning with canvas awning.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to approve both Certificates of Appropriateness.  Ms. Dainty

seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Brown had nothing to report.  
Finance – Mr. Hay made a motion to approve the 2010 budget in the amount of $9,413,845.00.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  There have been no changes to the budget since preliminary budget was approved.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to file for audit the November 2009 vouchers in the amount of $1,295,337.82.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

November 2009
General


      15860, 16262-16364

$   181,940.64
Streetlighting



    584 - 590


$       7,076.51
Bellefonte Fire Dept.


    875 - 890


$     34,243.73*
Fire Equipment


  1168 - 1169


$       1,029.62
Parks & Recreation


  1194 - 1207


$       3,222.41


Water



              6631 – 6674


$     83,582.14
Sanitation


  1007-1008, 106, 7882- 7938

$   767,183.14
Refuse




  1721 - 1742


$     78,450.11
Swimming Pool


    406 - 409


$       2,320.75
CDBG


                 1040-1041, 197, 451-452

$       6,763.01
Special Projects


    157 - 160


$   102,100.00
Highway Aid



    127,  196


$       7,425.76
Capital Projects
                                   -


$              0.00

Bulk Water Sales
                                 110


$     20,000.00





                      Total:

$1,295,337.82
*Includes cost of fire hose for Undine Fire Company – to be reimbursed by loan.

Mr. Heidt made a motion to accept the Tax Levy Ordinance for 2010 with an increase of .5 mills, resulting in total millage of 9.285.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


The Treasurer’s Report is in the packet for review.  


Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor reported there was a meeting regarding rebuilding the playground at Talleyrand Park.  The current park would be removed and a new area would be built.  The new play area would be comprised of an area for up to five-year olds; a combination area for five to twelve-year olds; and an area for twelve-year olds.  The proposed change would occupy the same location as the current playground.  The cost for these renovations would be approximately $74,000.00 with approximately $6,500.00 of this amount being donated by the Rotary Club and the Children’s Fair.  


Mr. Taylor made a motion to accept the proposal from George Ely to reconstruct the play area at Talleyrand Park and to move forward with the project.  Mrs. Brown seconded the motion.  This project will be paid for with 2009 CDBG money that has already been approved.  The money was not currently accounted for in the budget.  A voice vote was unanimous. 

Ms. Dainty reported that the needed money was not received to keep Kepler Pool open.  Ms. Dainty would like the YMCA and other concerned individuals to be notified that Kepler Pool at Governors Park will not be open for the 2010 year unless financial assistance in the amount of $30,000.00 is received.  The majority of pool users are residents from surrounding municipalities.    

Ms. Dainty made a motion that if any financial assistance is not received by March 30, 2010 that Kepler Pool in Governors Park will not open for the 2010 season.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.        

Personnel – Mr. Hay reported on a memo in the packet regarding the 2010 UCC Code Inspections.  This matter will be discussed in the work session before the next Council meeting.

Mr. Hay made a motion to approve Frank Halderman and Stanley Goldman as Authority members.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.


Mr. Holderman reported that Careerlink may provide an intern for the office from January through March 2010.  Mr. Aikens questioned whether the individual could be a publications representative for the Borough.      

Safety – Mr. Aikens reported the public works employees are doing a good job with snow removal in the downtown parking areas.  


Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle had nothing to report.

Streets – Mr. DeCusati had no report.


Mr. Stewart reported that a letter was received from PennDOT regarding several streets and curbing in the downtown area that needed to be addressed.  He received a telephone call from a PennDOT representative and the work needs to be completed before September 2010.  The curbs at Spring and High Streets will be changed and replaced according to ADA standards.  Bellefonte Borough would be responsible for 50% of the cost, approximately $10,000.00 - $12,000.00, because part of the curb is on Borough Streets.  Liquid Fuels money can be used for this project.  Mr. Stewart will provide a reimbursement agreement for Council members to review.      

Technology – Mr. Heidt had nothing to report.

Council members with expiring terms will leave their laptops at the Borough office.  

OLD BUSINESS
· Trees at Governor’s Gate have been taken down.  There is a meeting scheduled for

Tuesday, December 22, regarding the sinkhole.  

· Mr. Heidt made a motion to have Mr. Stewart advertise a meeting to be held on

Monday, December 28, at 7:00 PM to discuss the Fire Protection Agreement. Mr. Stewart will have the Borough Solicitor review the agreement.  Mr. Hay seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Halderman thanked Council members Renee Brown, Joseph Heidt, and Chip Aikens for their service.  This is their last council meeting.  
Mr. Stewart and Mr. Holderman presented a memento to each Council member, which was a plaque thanking them for their time served on Council.  Tonight also marks Mr. Halderman’s 30th year serving on Council.

POLICE REPORT
· Mr. Aikens made a motion to accept the police report.  Ms. Dainty seconded the

motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
EXONERATIONS
· There were no ticket exonerations.  
ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Ms. Dainty made a motion to adjourn

the meeting of December 21, 2009 at 9:03 PM.  Mr. Heidt seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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