COUNCIL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 1, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Wilson, Dainty, Novak, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 
Taylor, Hay,  
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 



Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 




Mayor Stanley Goldman

Staff Present:  

Dallas Gallo, Zoning, Planning, Water & Sewer




Russell Shuey, Building Code Officer (BCO)
Guests:  
Walter Schneider, Cindy Hahn, Tim Knisely, D.J. Lilly, G. Hoover, Charles Brown, Leo Marucci, Sam Gasper, Mark Gasper, Kevin Clark; Robert Lingenfelter (WMF Consultant); Erin Hammerstedt, Historical & Architectural Review Board Consultant; Doug and Wanda Stansfield.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of January 18, 2010.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Sally Houser, Event Chair, Bellefonte Victorian Christmas, thanking the

Borough for the financial support.  She is aware that there will be no local grant this year, but would still appreciate physical support with the town decorating.  
· A letter from D.J. Lilly, 455 E. Howard Street, in regard to the Howard Street/Wilson

Street intersection.  She has made contact with PennDOT and PennDOT suggested a flashing light be installed to warn people to slow down at that intersection.  Mr. Stewart will contact PennDOT to get prices because the Borough would be responsible for the cost.  


D. J. Lilly commented that she has been in contact with Pete Filo, PennDOT, regarding this matter.  He told her a flashing light arrangement would be immediately approved by PennDOT.  
· A letter from Hugh A. Mose, General Manager, and John Spychalski, Chairman,

CATA, inviting local elected officials to an Orientation Breakfast on Thursday, February 11th, at 7:30 AM at the CATA operations and administration facility located at 2081 West Whitehall Road in Ferguson Township.  Facility tours will be available.  RSVP’s must be made to the Borough office by Wednesday, February 3rd.  

· A letter from Lisa K. Erickson, Library Director, Centre County Library, thanking

Bellefonte Borough for the contribution of $27,250.00 and the contribution of $4,000.00 toward the new windows cost.    
· A letter from Catherine Dupuis, JazzPA, requesting permission to hold an event in

Talleyrand Park on July 24, 2010.

· A letter from Carol Sambol, President, PA Borough Councils Association, an

Affiliate of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs, informing Council they are soliciting letters of interest from Borough Council members for the position of Second Vice-President.  

· Bellefonte Emergency Medical Services has invited Council members to attend a

dinner banquet for “those who have served” to be held at the Moose in Bellefonte on Saturday, February 27, 2010.  Social Hour is at 5:00 PM and Dinner at 6:00 PM.  An Awards Ceremony will follow the dinner.  Any Council members interested in attending should RSVP to the Borough office by February 17, 2010. 
· Ms. Dunne would like Council to consider making a financial contribution to the

JazzPA festival that will be held on July 24, 2010.  Ms. Dainty reported that sees the importance in funding these wonderful functions, if the Borough contributes to one, you then become obligated to contribute to all organizations that hold events in Bellefonte…which at this time while we are trying to be fiscally conservative, the Borough cannot do.
· A memo regarding the Relay for Life event that will be held at Governor’s Park on

June 4th and 5th.  Council previously approved the event to be held at Governor’s Park.  When Council approved the event, there were conditions that the event not have exclusive use of the park and that campers be parked in a designated area.  The memo states the event will have approximately 250 people and the walking area will be the circle around the pavilions, which will render the pavilions un-usable by anyone not taking part in the event.  The only pavilion rental for that weekend is by someone involved with the event.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve the use of Governor’s Park by the Relay for Life event.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Mr. Halderman regarding the Waterfront Development project is

included in the packets for Council members to review.

ORAL
· Erin Hammerstedt introduced the ABCD (Alliance for Bellefonte Community Development) Façade Improvement Program.  Bellefonte’s ABCD did not receive Main Street designation or the Façade Improvement Program grant which they applied for, therefore ABCD has decided to do their own version of the Façade Improvement Program using their own money to make a positive impact on the community.


Kevin Clark informed Council that ABCD collected private funds from various businesses and individuals in the community.  The proposed Façade Improvement Program will be similar to the Main Street Program.  The first round to be awarded will be $250.00 to $5,000.00 in grant money.  The goal is to fund projects that will have a lot of visual impact.  This pilot program has $10,000.00 available.    


There is a booklet with a description of the program and includes all the necessary application forms in it that will be available mid-February.  Eligible projects will be in the Historic District and must either be in the Central Business District or Waterfront Business District.  The applications must be in by mid-March and the proposed deadline for the Façade Grant Improvement is April 8th -9th.  


Mayor Goldman pointed out that HBI (Historic Bellefonte Incorporated) does a sign reimbursement program for signs in the Historic District for up to $250.00.  


The goal is to have a selection committee comprised of five people – one member of ABCD, one member of HBI, one member of the Chamber, one member of HARB and one member from Council.  Mrs. Dunne volunteered to serve on this committee representing Borough Council.


Mr. Beigle made a motion to support the ABCD Façade Improvement Program and to appoint Mrs. Dunne as the Council member to serve on the committee.  Mr. DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· Charles Brown informed Council that baseball will begin in approximately two

weeks.  Bellefonte’s native John Montgomery Ward would have been 150 years old on March 3rd.  Mr. Brown is proposing to name a street in Bellefonte after Mr. Ward.  

Mr. Beigle made a motion to name the road into the Teener League Field “John Montgomery Ward Street”.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

There is a sign at the Teener League field informing people that it is Parkview Heights Park.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Mr. Beigle reported that the University Park Airport is doing well.  It ranks 8th with

other airports in Pennsylvania.  The ridership is down only 2% which is good when compared to other airports.  Construction work has begun on the new tower.  

· Ms. Dainty reported that there was a Nittany Valley Planning Commission meeting at

the Borough on Thursday, January 28th.    
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman was pleased with all the Council members that attended the Waterfront District Redevelopment Public Meeting held Thursday, January 28 in the Courthouse Annex.  He encourages everyone, especially Council, to support the project.  
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
· Mr. Gallo addressed Council regarding the Zoning Ordinance that does not allow

churches in the Central Business District.  Churches in the Central Business District are a former use that is no longer permitted.  Mr. Gallo reported that a church moved into West High Street.  He talked with the church and informed them that it is not an allowable use.  He suggested they restrain from using the word “church” and change it to community center, which would be an allowable use.  The group does not wish to do that.  They have challenged Bellefonte Borough Zoning.  Mr. Gallo presented documentation from the attorney’s office for the church as well as documentation on a former case in Pennsylvania that dealt with the same thing.  The church was originally located on South Spring Street and grandfathered in at that location when the zoning changed.  They then relocated to West High Street without any notification to the Borough so they currently do not have an occupancy permit and are in an uninspected space.  Mr. Gallo recommends that Council take this to the next Planning Commission meeting to see if there is the possibility of a zoning amendment.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to have the Planning Commission review the situation.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. Beigle made a motion to recommend an Amendment to the Property Maintenance

Code requiring all Wells and Boreholes to be grouted for protection of ground source water.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mr. Beigle reported that Todd Giddings has been working on this and the Centre Region is going to implement the same requirement.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mr. Holderman reported that the Talleyrand Park Extension went through HARB because

Talleyrand Park is in the Historic District.  Concrete sidewalks will be installed tinted to the color approved by HARB and an iron fence will be installed as well.    

Certificates of Appropriateness        
1) Talleyrand Park Extension/Don Holderman – Walking path and railroad crossing, install fencing and bridge railing, and improve parking areas.

2) 211 West High Street/Dave Files – Install new signs at Governor’s Pub.

3) 140 West High Street/Alan Uhler – Install new two-sided sign on existing black metal post in yard.

4) 119 East High Street/Erin Hammerstedt – remove deteriorating stucco and repoint stone walls; repair foundation on carriage house at rear of property.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve all four Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mr.

DeCusati seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – Mrs. Dunne had nothing to report.     

Finance and Government Performance – Ms. Dainty had nothing to report.  
Park & Recreation – Robert Lingenfelter, Landscape Architect for Webber, Murphy, Fox, has been working closely with Don Holderman on the Talleyrand Park expansion project.  Mr. Holderman stated the purpose this evening is to seek Council approval to allow the project to be announced for request for bids.  Approval was received from the regulatory agencies in Harrisburg, including DCNR, DEP, and the County Conservation District.  The project consists of improvements to the park, a pathway through the expanded area, new concrete walkway, sight lighting, benches, bollards, plantings and an ADA compliant pedestrian bridge.  A parking lot will be included in the project as well.  Mr. Lingenfelter presented a timetable for seeking bids, opening bids, and approving the bids.  This project is part of the overall Waterfront Redevelopment.  
Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the project for the bidding stage.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.     
Human Resources – Mr. DeCusati made a motion to move Officer Reggerio to a full-time position in the police department.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. DeCusati made a motion to change the duties of Russell Shuey to include Commercial Inspections and to remove the IT responsibilities.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous. 

The Health Insurance Review Committee is a committee working with the two unions in the Borough.  Currently the committee is reviewing types of policies and programs that are available.
Mr. Stewart and Mr. Holderman attended Municipal Management Training.  There will be notes regarding this in the next Council packet.  

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve Alex Novak to replace Joe Beigle on the Spring Creek Watershed Commission.  Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.        
Safety – Mr. Wilson reported on the corner of McAlister Street and High Street is a large mound of concrete in one of the crosswalks.  
There was a Joint Fire Protection meeting held on January 27, 2010 with the various townships.  The meetings will be ongoing and things are moving forward.  The minutes from this meeting will be included in the next Council packet.  The next meeting will be Wednesday, February 24th, but the location is not yet known.  

Mr. DeCusati suggested that fire hydrants located in the street have markers placed in front of them for visibility.    

Water/Sanitation – Mr. Beigle reported that the PRWA – 2010 Annual Conference will be held March 23rd – 26th at the Penn Stater Conference Center & Hotel.  Registrations must be in by Friday, February 26, 2010.  Mr. Beigle will attend the energy portion of the conference.  
Mr. Stewart reported that work at the wastewater treatment plant consisted of upgrading the plant’s treatment standards.  The plant is treating at a high level and because of this have received a credit in the treatment process.  The Nutrient Trading Program is a new process.  The concept was borrowed from air pollution.  Credits will be auctioned off in the spring to determine the price.  When the price is established anyone with certified credits can sell them if so desired in an annual sale.
Ms. Dunne reported that the Eberly College of Science offers Saturday morning lectures entitled “Water the Next Frontier”.  She attended the first lecture, which was on using bacterial microbial fuel cells in your water system and found it to be very interesting.    

Streets – Mr. DeCusati reported that tree trimming has begun and a fine job is being done.  
Mr. Stewart reported that he called PennDOT regarding the paving of High Street this summer.  Centre County’s contract is one of the last ones that is being bid.  It is anticipated that the paving will be completed in the July/August timeframe.  Consideration will be given to the downtown events and the contract will be written so that paving does not coincide with the events.  

Mr. Stewart has not heard from Columbia Gas regarding projects in the Borough, but he will contact them to see what is planned.  

Energy & Environmental Conservation – Mr. Stewart reported that the staff has begun meeting on a regular basis to implement any type of energy conservation measures that can be put in place before the end of 2010 when the rate caps come off.  Mr. Stewart, Mr. Beigle and a few others attended an Allegheny Power meeting where incentives were discussed that are available through Act 129.  Act 129 states power companies have to conserve energy.  Municipal governments and school districts must have a 10% savings over a four-year period.  The incentives are greater for non-profits.   
OLD BUSINESS
· CNET Alternatives:  There are a lot of free options available to broadcast Council

meetings digitally.  Mr. Novak would be willing to explore these options.  Ms. Dainty feels something like that will not be professional or very well done.  She feels it’s better not to do it if it’s not done correctly.  


Ms. Dainty made a motion to move forward with CNET for one year.  There was no second to the motion.  Mr. Halderman stated he would like to wait until Councilman Hay attended before a vote takes place.
· Mrs. Dunne would like a meeting agenda made available for those interested in viewing

it.  Mr. Holderman informed Council that the agenda is available online for residents at www.bellefonte.net .    
· Mr. Novak made a motion to approve the resolution that grants the Bellefonte Farmer’s

Market Association responsibility for the market.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  Mr. Beigle expressed concern over who is considered a farmer.  He recommends the entire thing needs reworded and changed.  He has had conversation with many people who want the market to be a free and open market.  Ms. Dainty feels the resolution is worded well and it leaves Council with no liabilities regarding what the Farmer’s Market Association decides.  Mr. Beigle would like to be part of the Association as an elected official for the Borough.  Mr. DeCusati questioned whether any of the other Borough ordinances would affect the Farmer’s Market resolution.  Council members assured him that there are no ordinances that would apply to the Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Beigle feels the solicitor needs to examine this resolution.  The motion was passed with Mr. Beigle voting no.  

· Museum stairway easement update:  Nittany Engineering prepared an easement and sent

a draft to the main office of the bank in Heritage, PA.  There were minor changes made and the easement was approved.  The museum can now move forward with a second means of egress.  

· Some trees were removed at Governor’s Park.  Mr. Stewart contacted an engineer, C&T

Labs, regarding the sink hole.  They are reviewing the situation and will do work in the spring after the ground thaws.                          
NEW BUSINESS

· There is a memo in the packets regarding the Committee structure.  
· Mrs. Dunne suggested the possibility of using the Bush House site for a community

garden plot.  She would be willing to work on that as a temporary solution to that situation.  Mr. Gallo reminded Council that the location is private property.  If soil is placed on that location the Borough would need to work with the Conservation District and DEP.  Ms. Dainty provided her support and offered her help.  Mr. DeCusati reported there is a Maintenance Code and the Borough has the right to request the owners do something with that property.  

· Mr. Wilson reported there is a large skunk problem within the Borough that will only

worsen.      

ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mr. DeCusati made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of February 1, 2010 at 9:35 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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