COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 2, 2010
www.bellefonte.net 
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Council President Frank Halderman in the Bellefonte Borough Municipal Building.  
Pledge of Allegiance:


Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Council remained standing for a moment of silence.

SWEARING IN OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Halderman welcomed Mr. Schneider and Mr. Provan as new Council members.  Mayor Goldman swore Mr. Schneider and Mr. Provan into office as Council members.   
ROLL CALL
Members Present:  
Dainty, Taylor, Schneider, Provan, Beigle, DeCusati, Dunne, Halderman
Members Excused: 
Wilson,
Officials Present:  
Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager

Don Holderman, Assistant Borough Manager 
Mayor Stanley Goldman




Staff Present:  

Erin Hammerstedt, Historic Preservation Consultant



Police Chief Shawn Weaver

Guests:  
Ken Mastin
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve the minutes of the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting of July 19, 2010.  Mrs. Dunne seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous to approve the minutes as presented.  
COMMUNICATIONS
WRITTEN
· A letter from Jan Smith & Mary Jane Fisher, Co-chairs, 2010 Bellefonte Children’s Fair,

Bellefonte Sunrise rotary Club thanking the Borough for all their help with the 61st annual Bellefonte children’s Fair that was held on June 5, 2010.  

· A letter from Thomas R. King, Chief of Police, State College Police Department,

thanking the Bellefonte Police Officers for their assistance on Friday and Saturday night at the Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts. 

· A letter from Rachel Fetzer, Aquatic and Youth Program Director, YMCA of Centre

County thanking the Borough for the use of the practice fields at Governors Park for tee ball and soccer programs.


The letter also includes a request for the use of those fields in the fall for the preschool soccer program.  The expected dates of use would be each Saturday from September 11, 2010 through October 23, 2010 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  


Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve this request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· A letter from Harry J. Burd, Building Official, HJB Code Consultants, Inc. regarding the

property at 102 West Bishop Street as well as a letter of response from the property owner, Henry I. Haranin.  This property is under the jurisdiction of Harry J. Burd.  

· A letter from Don Amoriello CMAA, Director of Athletics, Bellefonte Area School

District, requesting the use of Governors Park as an alternative training site during the months of September and October.  The request also includes the use of Governors Park on September 28, 2010 and October 12, 2010 from 2:30 PM to 6:30 PM to host home cross country meets.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to approve the request.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  

· A letter from Daniel R. Hoffman, Magisterial District Judge, Magisterial District 49-3

02, reminding the Borough that they must submit copies of updated ordinances.         

ORAL
· Council needs to set the date for trick or treat night in the Borough.  Mr. Stewart

informed Council that October 31, 2010 is on a Sunday and on Saturday, October 30, 2010 there is a home Penn State game with a kick-off of 8:00 PM.  Ms. Dainty reported that trick or treat is over by 8:00 PM.  Ms. Dainty feels it is little kids that are in by 8:00 PM and it won’t prevent anyone from watching their football game.  Council members do not want to have trick or treat on Saturday evening with all the game traffic.  Ms. Dainty expressed concern with the feelings of churches.  

Mr. Taylor made a motion to have trick or treat on Sunday, October 31, 2010, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Mr. Provan seconded the motion.  Mr. DeCusati questioned whether there would be an alternate date available for trick or treat.  The motion passed with Ms. Dainty and Mr. DeCusati voting no.
· Ms. Dainty was approached regarding the market signs that were purchased several years

ago stating “Bellefonte Farmers Market” and with arrows on them.  The new market by the Gamble Mill has the signs, but they were paid for with Borough money.  The vendors on High Street would like to have the signs back.  No action was taken on the request.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
· CCMPO – Pennsylvania Community Transportation Initiative – There is information in

the packet regarding potential funding.  Mr. Stewart received an email from the County and the Centre Region MPO.  They are interested in submitting the Phoenix Avenue/Willowbank Street as well as the Governors Park Bikeway to get the MPO funding.  PennDOT is willing to include the bikeway design as part of their betterment project if the Borough obtains the easement.  


Governor Rendell will be coming for a meeting on Wednesday.  

· Industrial Development Authority Nominations – Ms. Dainty made a motion to approve

the following individuals for appointment to the Industrial Development Authority.  


Rodney Beard (five years) – 12/10 – 12/15


Stanley Goldman (five years) – 12/08 – 12/13


Paul Badger (three years) – 12/10 – 12/13


Kevin Clark (four years) – 12/10 – 12/14


Thomas Schrack, Solicitor for the IDA

Mr. Beigle seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.

· Mrs. Dunne reported on the Spring Creek Watershed Commission.  She did not attend the

meeting, but received the minutes.  They have accomplished the goal of having all the represented communities adopt the geo-thermal borehole regulations either by ordinance or by property code maintenance.  They will now focus on ground water recharge.  The watershed gets all its drinking water from ground water.  
· Mr. Beigle attended an Airport Authority meeting.  The tower project is progressing very

well.  If council members would like a tour they should stop by the airport.  There will be an agreement by the next airport meeting regarding the solar collectors.  The entire airport as well as the parking area will have solar collectors.  The terminal is being upgraded for energy savings.  An agreement was reached with Penn State University that if sinkholes develop the airport will help cost sharing in repairing the sinkholes.  Penn State owns the air side of the airport and the Airport Authority owns the terminal.  The Authority set aside a limit of $500,000.00 to help repair sinkholes.

· Proposed Traffic Light at Phoenix Avenue Intersection – Mr. DeCusati noticed the third

project on the long-range planning listing of the MPO is SR#150 and Phoenix Avenue Intersection and the traffic light.  Mr. Stewart reported that although it is ranked there is no money set aside for the project.          
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Mayor Goldman encouraged Council members to enjoy summer!
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

ZONING/PLANNING
· Ms. Dainty asked a question regarding the zoning change discussed in the Planning

Committee minutes.  There was discussion regarding the Spring Township Highway Mixed Use Ordinance change.  The Planning Commission minutes discussed how the change works with Bellefonte Borough, but did not state whether they agree or disagree with the change.  The ordinance is scheduled for public hearing at the Spring Township Board of Supervisors meeting on August 2, 2010.  


Mrs. Dunne feels the minutes regarding the Northwest Savings Bank:  Revised Traffic Impact Assessment are very confusing.  The bank is not permitted to install a driveway off of Zion Road until the Betterment Project on SR#150 is completed.  Chief Bruno has examined the Northwest Savings Bank location to be sure there is ample room to move fire safety equipment around.       
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1) 110 West High Street – Barry Johnson for the Faith Centre – replace door on east end of building.  (The applicant wanted to replace two doors on the building, but HARB did not approve replacement of the door on the High Street elevation.  
2) 307 East Linn Street/Sally Roberts – remove existing windows and storms and replace with new vinyl windows in same configuration.

3) 120 South Water Street/Neal Witmer for AlanRoy Realty, LLC – modify existing stair approval for new pressure treated stair with landing.

4) 127 West Curtin Street/Doug Stanfield – install new shed behind house.

5) 113 East Linn Street/Lora Gauss – replace existing flagstone stairs with new tined concrete stairs to match.

6) Match Factory Place/Charles O’Brien, architect – rehabilitation of buildings 6, 7, 8, 9 and 14.

Mr. Beigle made a motion to approve all six Certificates of Appropriateness.  Mrs. Dunne

seconded the motion.  

Ms. Dainty questioned why vinyl windows are being permitted at 307 East Linn Street when there is an alternative to use wood windows, which would still be able to receive an energy credit.  She also felt cost is not to be considered with HARB items.  Ms. Dainty was reminded that this has been done in the past.  Erin Hammerstedt addressed Council.  HARB has worked on this project with the property owner for a while.  The property owner met with HARB before submitting an application to discuss the alternatives.  The property owner did research and received cost estimates for several different options and came back to HARB with a new proposal.  HARB tabled the proposal because they felt they did not have enough information.  They did not have a completed window worksheet and a completed window inventory.  The property owner did a very thorough window inventory, which was available for Council members to review.  HARB felt because the building is sided it was a difficult decision.  Erin feels the windows could be repaired, but would not be eligible for the tax credit.  She feels the alternatives were explored and this is the preferred alternative that HARB supported.  Mr. Halderman questioned why a property on Willowbank Street was required to replace new vinyl windows with wood windows on the front.  Erin informed Council that the window worksheet was developed as a result of the Water Street project to make the process consistent.  The HARB standards state if they can be repaired then they should be.  The window trim is already wrapped.  The replacement windows will be the same dimension.  They will be an inset window.  A small portion of daylight opening will be lost.  The project will be reversible.  The homeowner is going to insulate the weight pockets.  The homeowner will store the windows on the property.  


A roll-call vote was taken:  Dainty-no; Taylor-yes; Schneider-yes; Provan-yes; Beigle-yes; DeCusati-no; Dunne-yes; Halderman-no.  The motion passed.  


Erin Hammerstedt informed Council what a great job the HARB board is doing in helping people with their project.  She feels HARB is doing more than is necessary.  Council members thanked Erin for all she has done with HARB.  Mrs. Dunne questioned whether the brochure passed out at the Realtor’s Workshop gave them the sense that Council is sympathetic to the special needs of people who own houses in the historic district.  Erin stated Council members will receive a copy of the publication and the goal of the publication was intended for property owners as a user’s guide to go through the HARB process.  The workshop was discouraging because she was unable to get the Centre County Association of Realtors to meet.  The workshop was done with Keller Williams with approximately twelve realtors.  There were three HARB members at the training.  The intent was to convey to the realtors that theirs is the job to set the tone about how people feel about the Historic District.  Mr. Holderman suggested flyers be placed in homes for sale in the Historic District that informs people that the property is in the Historic District.  It was also suggested that a short film could be made regarding properties in the Historic District.              

COMMITTEES

Building & Property – There was no report.
Finance and Government Performance – The YMCA Activity Report for Kepler Pool was provided for Council members to review.  Any questions should be directed to Howard Long.  Mr. Holderman reported that as of today the YMCA has a surplus of approximately $8,700.00 as opposed to last year when it had a deficit of $1,400.00.  There are only three more weeks for the pool to be open.  

Mr. Taylor requested a report of the legal fee expenses that were incurred for the argument over the Farmers Market so the public is aware of how much has been spent on this issue.  
Park & Recreation – Mr. Taylor reported that the restroom facility at Talleyrand Park is completed.  He stated the Talleyrand Park addition is progressing.  

Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve payment in the amount of $93,057.25 to Ameron Construction for work completed as submitted as well as payment for Haranin Construction’s final invoice for the Talleyrand Park Restroom project.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.       
Mayor Goldman feels there needs to be more diligence in giving people use of the park.

He attended the Jazz Festival and in the middle of a song a wedding party came and stated they had use of the Gazebo for a wedding.  Mr. Stewart will check with the Borough Office to see if there was a double booking.  Mr. Taylor would like to have a monthly calendar to review.  
Human Resources – Council will have an Executive Session following the Council meeting.
Safety – Mr. Holderman reported there was a Fire Service meeting and Bellefonte Borough still needs two names for the community members for the Task Force.  The first Task Force meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 22, 2010.  The Task Force members will serve a two-year commitment.  The Task Force will meet monthly for two years for a two-hour meeting on the fourth Wednesday of the month.  They cannot be a member of a fire company or an elected official.  Dean Fernsler will be the facilitator of the Task Force.  The expense for the Task Force is being shared.  Council members suggested Erin Hammerstedt as a possible representative for the Borough.    
Water/Sanitation – At the last Council meeting there was a question regarding how much bulk water was sold to the gas company.  Mr. Stewart clarified that water is sold from two sites – the Wastewater Treatment Plant and at Penn Eagle Industrial Park off of two fire hydrants that are set up for this.  Mr. Stewart will include the requested information in the Council packets for the meeting of September 7, 2010.  

Streets – Mr. DeCusati questioned whether anything was heard from the paving contractor.  Mr. Stewart informed the company that they were low bidder and they will probably do prep-work during the beginning of August.  They will need to re-do sidewalks at intersections, do milling and then paving.  Mr. Stewart is trying to get the work done during the week of Grange Fair.  
Columbia Gas work on Allegheny Street was done fairly well.  There are a few places where there is a walkway from the sidewalk to the street that was left as crushed stone.  Mr. Stewart felt that would be repaired.  

Someone talked with Mr. DeCusati regarding the shrubs by the VFW and requested they be trimmed back.  That will be handled administratively.  


Energy & Environmental Conservation – There was no report.  
OLD BUSINESS
· Mr. Stewart forwarded Council members an email regarding the Centre County Tax

Collection Committee.  There will be a county-wide EIT collection.  The latest issue is the formula for each municipality and each school district paying the costs.  They are exploring two methods, but Mr. Stewart feels it is a no-brainer because they will take the lowest cost to the Borough.  A decision needs to be made before August 19, 2010.  You could pay by weighted vote or you can pay by percent of the collected earned income from your municipality.  Bellefonte Borough would pay approximately $6,000.00 less with the allocation by earned income.


Mr. DeCusati made a motion to recommend paying a percent of the collected earned income.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.  


Mr. Beigle will meet with Mr. Stewart and Mr. Holderman to discuss Spring Township sharing the Borough landfill for grass clippings and brush.  

Mr. Holderman reported that a permit was received from DEP approximately 1 ½ years ago regarding the landfill in the hopes of marketing compost.  The hope is to model the landfill similar to after the landfill in State College in regards to how they process their compost.  The only way the Borough can accomplish this is to make it inter-municipal to have any opportunity for grants.  The entire Centre Region uses five acres.      
NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Schneider reported that Senate Bill 1042 was passed earlier in July and one of the

sponsors was Senator Corman.  It is now Act 46 of 2010.  One of the things Act 46 of 2010, a 126 page document, with ten little pages stuck in the center states any permit that was applied for or ran out during the years of December 31, 2008 to July 2, 2013 automatically gets extended to July 2, 2013 summarily.  This would include building permits, zoning permits, land development – across the board.  The Borough, Township or Municipality has absolutely no right to refuse the extension, however they can charge a fee for the extension.  The fee is specifically listed in the document as being it cannot exceed 25% of the original permit fee nor $5,000.00.  It is written into the act that it cannot be repealed.  He recommends that staff take a very quick, hard look at it.  There is also a free webinar conducted by the Pennsylvania Housing Research Center on Tuesday, August 3rd, at 1:00 PM on this issue.  The Centre Region is wrestling with what they are going to do.  They pushed this through on economic issues in that there are developers and builders that have not been able to finish projects or get projects going and need their approval process extended.   
· Mr. Halderman was instructed at the PSAB Board Meeting to procure from

Bellefonte Borough member’s early photos that can be submitted for a 100-year anniversary booklet that will be published.      

ADJOURNMENT

· With no other business to come before Council Mrs. Dunne made a motion to

adjourn the meeting of August 2, 2010 at 9:15 PM.  Ms. Dainty seconded the motion.  A voice vote was unanimous.
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