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6:30 PM, Executive Session-
Personnel Matters  

Bellefonte Borough Council Business Meeting 
7:30 PM, Monday, April 7th, 2025 

In-Person, Council Chambers/Large Meeting Room 
301 N. Spring St, 1st Floor 

      VIEW RECORDING OF WORK SESSIONS and BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETINGS      
       Recordings can be viewed on CNET, Comcast’s Government Education Channel 7, or at  
      www.cnet1.org ATTEND IN PERSON.  The meeting room is open with normal occupancy 
       limits.  

AGENDA 

I. 7:30 PM CALL MEETING TO ORDER

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ROLL CALL
Mr. Bernier, North Ward Ms. Purnell, North Ward 
Mr. Brachbill, South Ward Ms. Sedgwick, West   Ward 
Ms. Cleeton, South Ward Ms. Tosti-Vasey, West Ward 
Ms. Dann, President, South Ward  Mr. Larson, Junior Council Member 
Mr. Johnson, Vice-President, North Ward  Ms. Meckley, Junior Council Member 
Ms. McKean, West Ward  Mayor Johnson, At Large 

IV. ADDITIONS TO THE COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
In accordance with Act 65 of 2021, If a matter is not on the Agenda, Council cannot take
official action on it with some exceptions.  The Council can act on matters relating to potential
or real emergencies.  Council may add a matter of agency business to its agenda through a
majority vote.  The Council should state the reason why the action item is being added to the
agenda.  Council may vote to add an action item(s) to the agenda.

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Oral)
Borough Council intends to take public comment related to the motion that is on the floor after it
has been duly made and seconded.  The order of comment will be public comment and then
council comment including, proposed amendments by council members.  If amendments are
proposed to the original motion, the public will then only comment on the amendment(s) before
final votes are taken.  You must be a Bellefonte resident, non-profit representative, business
owner, or an official representative of another governmental agency. Speakers shall identify
themselves by name and street, municipality, if outside of the Borough of Bellefonte. Comments
are limited to three (3) minutes
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 Personnel Committee met on 03/31/2025 and 04/03/2025 to discuss personnel matters 
 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS (written) 

Concerns regarding Parking Enforcement in Downtown Bellefonte. Complaint was provided to the Police Department 
and Parking Enforcement. FYI, no council action is requested. 
Bellefonte Area School District, At a Glance and Friday Coffee Break Newsletters. FYI, no council action is 
requested. 
Council has been invited to the Independent Home Health Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025 at 11:00 
am. FYI, no council action is requested.  
Ralph Stewart’s resignation from Centre County Airport Authority. FYI, no council action is requested.  
Adult evening classes at CPI (Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science and Technology). FYI, no council action is 
requested.  
Public Accommodations Training. More information will be provided to Council once available. FYI, no council action is 
requested.  

 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be acted upon by a 
single motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the 
Council request specific items to be removed for separate action.  

 
Finance Budget v. Actual February 2025 
Finance Budget v. Actual Summary February 2025 
General DRAFT Council Meeting Minutes March 17th, 2025 
Finance Treasurer’s Report February 2025 
Finance Voucher Summary February 2025 

 
Call for a motion/2nd to approve the Consent Agenda. 

 
VIII. REPORTS 

Please limit all reports/rebuttals/deliberations to three minutes maximum. 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL/ 

STAFF 
REPORT 

Mayor Mayor Johnson Verbal 
Jr. Council Member 
 March 2025 Report 

Mr. Larson Submitted 

OCA Memo: See memo for report and updates 
 HARB will not meet on April 8th. The next HARB meeting is scheduled 

for Tuesday, April 22nd at 8:30 a.m.  
 The Planning Commission will meet on Monday, April 14th at 5:00 p.m. 

in the Large Meeting Room.  
 

Motion/2nd to approve the two SALDO projects reviewed and 
recommended for approval by The Bellefonte Planning Commission: 
 Preliminary/Final Plan for Centre County Community Services 

Building Parking Lot Expansion 
 Preliminary/Final Plan for Lot Addition of Land of Edward S. & 

Kristine K. Ranio 

Ms. Thompson  Submitted  
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IX. CURRENT and OLD BUSINESS 
Sunnyside Paddle Park Submerged Lands License Agreement. Motion/ 2nd to approve the Sunnyside Paddle Park 
Submerged Lands License Agreement. 
CATA Bellefonte B-Line Service for FY 2026. On May 5th David Lomison, Centre County Transportation Director, will be in 
attendance at the Work Session. FYI, no council action is requested.  
Approval of Resolution No. 04072025-01 Adopting the Police Department’s updated Policies. Motion/2nd to approve 
Resolution No. 04072025-01 Adopting the Police Department’s updated Policies. 
Delegate and alternate for PSAB Annual Conference voting. Due to Doug Johnson not attending the Conference  a new 
Alternate will need selected. Council action is requested.  Motion/2nd to appoint Deb Cleeton as the delegate and Joanne 
Tosti-Vasey as the alternate for voting at the PSAB annual conference. 

 
X. NEW BUSINESS 

Deb Burger, Bellefonte Borough Tax Collector, appointment to the Centre County Tax Collection Committee. Motion/2nd to 
appoint Deb Burger to the Centre County Tax Collection Committee.  
Letter from Chief Witmer requesting Ordinance amendment Chapter 108 Police. Motion/2nd to approve advertising 
Ordinance amendment for Council vote on April 21st, 2025.  
Letter from Chief Witmer requesting to establish a Promotion Eligibly List. Motion/2nd to approve Chief Witmer’s request 
to establish a Promotion Eligibility List.  
Chief Witmer’s request to establish a new Eligibility List for the Bellefonte Borough Police Department for 2025. Council 
action requested.  Motion/2nd to approve Chief Witmer’s request for a new Eligibility List for the Bellefonte Borough 
Police Department for 2025. 

 
XI.  PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING ISSUES NOT ON THE AGENDA 
This Public Comment period is for oral comments regarding items not listed on this meeting 
agenda.  Speakers shall identify themselves by name and street, municipality, if outside of the 
Borough of Bellefonte. Comments are limited to three (3) minutes maximum. 
 
XII.    COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Please try to limit all comments/rebuttals to three minutes maximum. 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 The council meeting will be adjourned at or as close as possible to 9:00 PM. 
 
The Council Public Comment Policy and the 2025 List of Goals/action items will be included 
with each Agenda.  
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Outlook

Letter to Council

From Gary Landon <gary.landon@ymail.com>
Date Wed 3/26/2025 5:24 PM
To Alyssa Doherty <adoherty@bellefontepa.gov>

Hi Alyssa,

I have heard that Ralph has or is retiring. For that reason I am sending this email in hopes to have it forwarded to Borough Council.
Please let me know if I need too do this another way,

Thank You for your Help!

Gary Landon

 Gary Landon
Owner, Happy Wraps
216 West High Street
Bellefonte, PA 16823
gary.landon@ymail.com
814-574-0695
March 26, 2025

Bellefonte Borough Council

Subject: Concerns Regarding Parking Enforcement in Downtown Bellefonte

Dear Members of the Bellefonte Borough Council,

I am writing to formally express my concerns regarding the ongoing parking challenges in downtown Bellefonte,
particularly the lack of enforcement of existing parking regulations. As the owner of Happy Wraps at 216 West High
Street, I have observed firsthand how inadequate parking enforcement negatively impacts businesses, residents,
and visitors.

Over the past four years, I have noticed that customers often struggle to find convenient parking near the
businesses they wish to support. This is particularly problematic for those who need only a few moments to pick up
an order but are unable to do so due to parking unavailability within a reasonable distance. Older customers, in
particular, find this to be an ongoing challenge.

The Borough has established parking regulations, including a two-hour limit for metered spaces, 15-minute short-
term spaces, and designated paid parking zones (red spaces). However, enforcement of these rules appears to be
inconsistent at best. From my observations, citations for violations—whether for exceeding time limits at meters or
improperly parking in paid zones—are infrequent. This lack of enforcement results in a situation where it is more
economical for some individuals to risk occasional fines rather than purchase a legitimate parking pass.

While discussions often focus on the need for additional parking spaces or increased costs, I urge the Borough to
take the simplest and most immediate step—enforce the ordinances already in place. Current enforcement efforts,
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which appear sporadic, are insufficient to deter habitual violators. Increasing the presence of enforcement personnel
and ensuring consistent ticketing of violations would create a fairer system for everyone, including those who
responsibly pay for meters, permits, and designated parking spaces.

Additionally, I recommend an effort to educate frequent violators about their legal parking options, making it easier
for them to comply with regulations rather than exploit gaps in enforcement. Those who follow the rules should not
be at a disadvantage while others take advantage of lenient oversight.

I appreciate your time and consideration of this matter and look forward to hearing how the Borough plans to
address this issue. Please feel free to contact me to discuss further.

Sincerely,

Gary Landon
Owner, Happy Wraps
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DISTRICT AT A GLANCE:  2024-2025

BELLEFONTE AREABELLEFONTE AREA
SCHOOL DISTRICTSCHOOL DISTRICT

To inspire and prepare today’s learners 
to embrace tomorrow’s challenges

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent: 

Dr. Roy A. Rakszawski
Director of Fiscal Affairs: 

Mr. Kenneth G. Bean, Jr.
Director of Curriculum & Instruction: 

Mrs. Jackie Wynkoop
Director of Human Resources: 

Ms. Tracy Long
Director of Food Services: 

Mrs. Laura Frye
Director of Physical Plant:  

Mr. Tom Lannen

Mr. Jon Guizar (President), Mrs. Kimberly Weaver (Vice President), Mrs. Jennifer Barnhart, Mr. Jack Bechdel,
Mr. Patrick Buck, Mr. Nate Campbell, Mrs. Kristin Lyons, Mr. Timothy Kessling, Mrs. Donna Smith

Director of Special Education: 
Dr. Jennifer Butterworth

Assistant Director of Special Education: 
Mrs. Jamie Smith

Directory of Safety & Security: 
Mr. Brett Hanlon

Director of Technology: 
Mr. Eric Funk

Director of Instructional Technology: 
Mr. Arlin Roth

Athletic Director: 
Dr. Duffy Besch
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BELLEFONTE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

STUDENT DATA
ENROLLMENT

Bellefonte Area High School:  849
Bellefonte Area Middle School:  596
Bellefonte Elementary School:  315
Benner Elementary School:  252
Pleasant Gap Elementary School:  216
Marion-Walker Elementary School:  353
Total Number of Students:  2581

DISTRICT
59.9
51.0
80.7

STATE
53.0
40.4
65.8

English Language Arts  
Mathematics     
Science     

ACHIEVEMENT DATA
Percentage of Students 
Proficient and Advanced on the PSSA

POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENTS FOR CLASS OF 2024
Allegheny College 
Arcadia University 
Brigham Young University
Bucknell University
Carnegie Mellon University
Central Pennsylvania Institute
of Science & Technology 
Clarion University
Clemson University
Commonwealth University
Cornell University
Culinary Institute of America
Delaware Valley University

Drexel University
Duke University 
Eastern Florida State University
Edinboro University
Indiana University of
Pennsylvania
Juniata College
Kansas University
Kutztown University
La Roche University
Liberty University
Lycoming College
Messiah University

Mount Aloysius College
Northampton Community
College
Penn Highlands Community
College
Penn State University:  Altoona,
Behrend, Berks, Dubois,
University Park 
Pennsylvania College of
Technology
Seton Hill University
Shippensburg University
Slippery Rock University

South Hills School of Business and
Technology
Stevenson University
Syracuse University
Texas Christian University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pitt-Johnstown
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rochester
University of Southern California
Virginia Tech University
West Virginia University
York College of Pennsylvania

Total Number of Graduates:  190
Graduation Rate:  99.96% 
Four-Year College:  60%
Technical, Business, or 2-Year College:  6%
Military:  4%
Employment:  18%
Other (Certificate Programs/Undecided):  12%
First Generation College:  10%
US Citizens:  99.6%
Free/Reduced Lunch:  28%
PA SAT Score Average: 

      1075; BAHS SAT Score 
      Average:  1199

CLASS OF 2024 PROFILE

Percent of Gifted Students: 1.9%
Economically Disadvantaged: 33.0%
English Language Learner: 0.9%
K-12 Students receiving Special
Education Services: 19.7%
Homeless: 0.7%
Military Connected: 0.1%

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

Percent Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity:
American Indian/Alaskan Native: 0.5%
Asian: 0.7%
Black: 0.7%
Hispanic: 2.7%
White: 92.0%
2 or More Races    3.4%

BELLEFONTE E-LEARNING ACADEMY PROFILE

BeLA is Kindergarten-12th grade
Asynchronous 
Approximately 100 students district wide 
Contracts with Edgenuity; also provides 14 high
school courses with 13 high school educators

CENTRAL PA INSTITUTE 
OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

BASD Freshmen Enrollment: 59
BASD Sophomore Enrollment:  50
BASD Junior Enrollment:  47
BASD Senior Enrollment:  59

CPI Website
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HONORS & RECOGNITION 
ACADEMIC

ATHLETICS & PERFORMING ARTS

ACADEMIC ATHLETICS

BELLEFONTE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

AP District Honor Roll
School-Wide Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports
National Yearbook Program of Excellence - Gold Level
Google for Education Reference District
Miss Bellefonte winners
PA Principal of the Year:  Michael Fedisson, Karen Krisch, Kris Vancas

State Championship Titles:  Baseball, Cheerleading, Boys’ Golf,
Gymnastics, Softball, Swimming, Wrestling
Twirl Mania International Championship winner
Best Communities for Music Education
ISAAC Award winners

ACADEMIC & EXTRA CURRICULARS 

AP Course Offerings
College in High School Information
BAHS Extra-Curricular (non-athletic) List

Varsity Sport Team Pages
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STAFF INFORMATION
EMPLOYEE NUMBERS

Total Number of employees: 408
Professional Staff: 233
Support Staff: 141
Administration: 23
Administrative Operational Services Staff Personnel: 11

Classroom Teacher Average Number of Years of Experience: 14.5 years
Percentage of Administration/Supervisor with Master's Degree or Higher: 87%
Percentage of Classroom Teachers with Master's Degree or Higher: 58.37%

OPERATION EXPENDITURES

BELLEFONTE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Total Budget:
$62,200,000

Assessed Value:
$588,384,105

Local Tax Rate Real Estate
Millage: 
54.3495

Earned Income Tax Rate:
1.55%/1.65% 

(school district portion is 1.05%)

Operating Revenue:
$59,205,000

Per Pupil........................................................................ 
Average Classroom Teacher Salary........ 
Average Admin Salary....................................... 

COUNTY AVERAGE
$21,985
$65,739
$116,590

DISTRICT AVERAGE
$23,603
$63,752
$108,421

Facebook:  Bellefonte Area School District
Instagram:  @bellefonte.schools
LinkedIn:  Bellefonte Area School District
YouTube:  @bellefonteareaschooldistri4211

CONTACT INFORMATION
318 North Allegheny Street
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania 16823
Phone 814-355-4814
www.basd.net
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District Focused
Information

Classroom Activities

BASD Staff
Highlight

Class of 2025
Spotlight

Event Calendar

Red & White
Scorecard

Each month, Laura Sarge puts
together a great newsletter for the
Bellefonte Area Middle School
teachers and staff.  Here is a link to
the April Edition:  NEWSLETTER.

A Jared Box is a plastic storage box filled
with gifts, toys, games, and activities that
are given to children in the hospital to lift
their spirits. At the High School, the
National Honor Society put together 25
Jared Boxes as one of their service
projects. Also at
Pleasant Gap Elementary, Ms. Ohs’ third
grade class made Jared Boxes as a
kindness project. Students decorated the
lids of the boxes, filled them with toys and
wrote a note to the person receiving the
books. All of the students enjoyed putting
together these special boxes!

Jared Boxes at BASD

On March 25, students at
BAHS participated in a
modified Stall Day and that
students and staff raised
$1,209 for Mini-THON!

BAMS Newsletter

Stall Day at BAHS

Friday 
Coffee Break 
Friday 
Coffee Break 

BELLEFONTE AREA
SCHOOL DISTRICT

4 Apri l  2025

In this newsletter
you can expect:

Photo provided by BAHS Yearbook.

Photo provided by Christina Ohs.

Photo provided by Emma Haagen.
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Annie Cernuska and Ruthann Smoyer participated in the
Husky Dog Pound Competition, a Shark Tank-inspired
business pitch competition, sponsored by
Commonwealth University at Bloomsburg Zeigler
College of Business. Cernuska and Smoyer pitched their
business "Varsity Valet," a valet service for student
drivers, offering convenience and increasing safety
during arrival and departure times of the school day.
Although their team did not place in the top 30 of the
high school and middle school division, it was a great
opportunity for them to extend their learning in the
Entrepreneurial Mindset class. 

BAHS technology and agriculture teacher, Mrs. Myken
Poorman has been recognized as a nominee for the
Outstanding Agriculture Teacher and Teacher Mentor
awards from the PA Association of Agricultural
Educators!
Myken was nominated for both of these awards due to
her excellent agriculture program, her continuous
community involvement, her FFA leadership, and her
philosophy on education. Congratulations Mrs. Poorman
on being nominated for these tremendous awards!
To read more about these awards, please click here:
ARTICLE.

Home Events:

4/4 - JH Baseball vs. Hollidaysburg @ Rogers
Stadium, 4:00PM
4/4 - JV Baseball vs. Philipsburg-Osceola @ Teener
League Field, 4:30PM
4/5 - V/JV Girls’ Lacrosse vs. Wyoming Seminary @
Rogers Stadium, 11:00AM
4/8 - JH Girls’ Softball vs. Altoona @ BAMS, 4:00PM
4/8 - Baseball vs. Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic, 4:30PM.
Varsity @ Governors Park; JV @ Teener League Field
4/9 - V Boys’ and Girls’ Track and Field vs.
Philipsburg-Osceola and Penns Valley @ Rogers
Stadium, 4:00PM
4/9 - Baseball vs. St. Marys, 4:30PM. Varsity @
Governors Park; JV @ Teener League Field
4/10 - JH Baseball vs. Altoona @ BAMS, 4:00PM
4/11 - V Softball vs. Greater Johnstown @ BAMS,
4:00PM
4/11 - V Baseball vs. Greater Johnstown @ Governors
Park, 4:30PM
4/12 - V Softball O’Leary Tournament @ BAMS
4/12 - V Lacrosse vs. Indiana @ Rogers Stadium,
10:00AM

Varsity Scores:

3/28 - Boys’ Lacrosse 5, Indiana 13 
3/29 - Girls’ Track and Field- Quad Meet
Results: Selinsgrove 101, Bellefonte 89,
Brookville 70, East Juniata 15
3/29 - Boys’ Track and Field- Quad Meet
Results: Selinsgrove 106, Brookville 95,
Bellefonte 41, East Juniata 34
3/31 - Boys’ Lacrosse 11, Danville 9
4/1 - Softball 1, Huntingdon 0
4/1 - Girls’ Track and Field 90, Central
Cambria 60; BAHS 131, Bishop Carroll 14;
BAHS 125, Bishop Guilfoyle 20
4/1 - Boys’ Track and Field 74, Central
Cambria 76; BAHS 110, Bishop Carroll 39;
BAHS 132, Bishop Guilfoyle 11
4/1 - Girls’ Lacrosse 3, Danville 14
4/2 - Baseball 0, Huntingdon 3
4/2 - Boys’ Lacrosse 6, Selinsgrove 14
4/3 - Girls’ Lacrosse , Selinsgrove

The Red & White Scorecard

Nominee for Two Major AwardsVarsity Valet
Photo provided by Myken Poorman.Photo provided by Barbara Stoicheff.

The Red & White Scorecard
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Fourth and Fifth-grade students from Pleasant Gap
Elementary participated in a STEM K’Nex
competition hosted by Intermediate Unit 10 on
March 26, 2025. These 16 students competed against
teams from Moshannon Valley School Districts.
There were six elementary teams and two middle
school teams at the competition.
The Red Pipe Dreamers - made up of Arya Decker,
Amelia Durney, Brynley Marker, and Octavia Savage-
Williams - finished third in the competition out of six
teams. They created a design for a vehicle that
would detect and fix leaks in water pipes in an urban
area.
Congratulations to these students and great job on
all of their hard work!
To read the full article, click here: ARTICLE.

2025 K'Nex Competition April ELKS Teen of the Month
Congratulations to Christian Larson for being
nominated as the April ELKS Teen of the
Month! Christian is an exceptional senior who
embodies the qualities of dedication,
leadership, and passion that this award
recognizes. 
Christian has consistently excelled in his
studies, maintaining an incredible GPA by
taking a rigorous course load that includes
honors and dual enrollment classes. His
intellectual curiosity and strong work ethic set
him apart, and he approaches even the most
challenging subjects with enthusiasm and
determination. Beyond his academic
achievements, Christian is deeply engaged in
his community, serving as a student
representative for the Bellefonte Borough
Council. This role requires maturity,
responsibility, and an ability to navigate local
government, and Christian has embraced
these responsibilities with poise and
dedication.
Christian’s leadership extends beyond the
classroom and council chambers. He is a
distinguished recipient of district and regional
awards from the Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA), demonstrating his ability to
think critically, collaborate effectively, and
succeed in competitive business
environments. His involvement in FBLA has
helped him develop valuable skills that will
undoubtedly serve him well in his future
endeavors.
Congratulations, Christian! 

Photos provided by Adam Gearhart. Photo provided by Christian Larson.
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Seth Decker

What is something that you are
passionate about outside of work?
 I am passionate about the outdoors.
I love to go hunting, fly fishing,
camping, and hiking. 

Who would you choose if you
could pick one person to have
dinner with? 
Fred Bear (an American bow hunter
and manufacturer)

3 Words that Describe You:
Creative, Humble, Adventurous

What is the best piece of advice
someone has ever given you? 
 Anything worth doing, is worth
doing with 100%.

Why did you choose BASD?
I grew up around the area and
wanted to move back. Since I came
to the district the students and staff
have been very welcoming. The
AG/Tech Ed department has a lot of
really cool tools and resources for
students to be creative and build
some amazing projects. 

Jane Burgess

BASD Organizations Involved With:
I am associated with Drama Club,
Concert Choir, and District Choir. 

Favorite School Memory: 
My favorite school memories are
making Chernobyl the Musical in 10th
grade chemistry with Eddinger and
being Mary Poppins as a Sophomore.

Post High School Plans:
My post high school plan is to attend
BYU Idaho.

What is one aspect of your school
career that you believe will help aid
you after graduation?
Actually reading the text really helps
you when writing essays and doing
assignments based around it.

Advice for your fellow classmates:
Always advocate for yourself,
academically and socially. Ask
questions and stand up for yourself
even when you stand alone. (Also join
choir)

EVENT 
CALENDAR

April 3-5: High School Musical:
Fiddler on the Roof at BAHS
April 7-11:  BAMS Book Fair,
during the school day at BAMS
April 17: BES Stall Day - at
Bellefonte Elementary School 
April 18:  Vacation Day - No
School for Students or Staff
April 21: A regular school day -
all students and staff should
attend.
April 24-25:  Class of 2025 Trip
to Washington DC
May 1:  Law Day for BAHS
Seniors, during the school day
May 3: Underclassmen Prom at
BAHS, evening
May 17: Senior Class Prom,
evening
May 23:  Professional Learning
Day - No School for Students
May 26:  Vacation Day - No
School for Students and Staff
June 3: Awards and
Appreciation event for Class of
2025, evening
June 7:  Class of 2025
Commencement Event,
10:00AM 

BASD Staff Highlight Class of 2025
SpotlightTechnology Education Teacher

Bellefonte Area High School

BELLEFONTE AREA SCHOOL
DISTRICT (814) 355-4814

www.basd.net
318 N. Allegheny Street

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Thank you 
for reading!
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BELLEFONTE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

                           Regular Meeting 

  MEETING MINUTES 

March 17, 2025 - 7:30 p.m. 
301 N. Spring Street, Suite 200, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania 16823 

www.bellefonte.net 

I. CALL TO ORDER (Council President Barbara Dann) 

The March 17, 2025 meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

III. MEMBERS PRESENT  Mr. Kent Bernier 

     Mr. Randall Brachbill  

     Ms. Deborah Cleeton, Pro Tempore   

     Ms. Barbara Dann, President 

     Mr. Douglas Johnson, Vice President 

     Ms. Shawna McKean 

     Ms. Rita Purnell 

     Ms. Johanna Sedgwick – Zoom 

     Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey 

     Mr. Christian Larson, Jr. Council Member 

     Ms. Jalyn Meckley,  Jr. Council Member 

     Mayor Buddy Johnson 

   

STAFF PRESENT              Mr. Bill Witmer, Police Chief 

     Ms. Julie Brooks, Public Works  

     Ms. Gina Thompson, Zoning, Planning & HARB Adm. 

     Mr. Ralph Stewart, Borough Manager 

 

IV. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

In accordance with Act 65 of 2021, If a matter is not on the Agenda, Council cannot take official 

action on it with some exceptions. The Council can act on matters relating to potential or real 

emergencies. Council may add a matter of agency business to its agenda through a majority vote. 

The Council should state the reason why the action item is being added to the agenda. Council 

may vote to add an action item(s) to the agenda. 

None 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Oral)  

Borough Council intends to take public comment related to the motion that is on the floor after it 

has been duly made and seconded. The order of comment will be public comment and then council 

comment including, proposed amendments by council members. If amendments are proposed to 

the original motion, the public will then only comment on the amendment(s) before final votes are 

taken. You must be a Bellefonte resident, non-profit representative, business owner, or an official 

representative of another governmental agency. Speakers shall identify themselves by name and 
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street, municipality, if outside of the Borough of Bellefonte. Comments are limited to three (3) 

minutes. 

None 

 

VI.  COMMUNICATIONS (written) 

Clearwater Conservatory Watershed Clean Up Day, Saturday, April 12, 2025. No council 

action required.  

Invitation to Centre County Solar Tours. No council action required 

Victorian Storefront Overlay proposal. A proposal for new zoning regulations has been 

received by council. No council action required.  

VII. CONSENT AGENDA (will be acted upon by a single motion unless otherwise noted) 

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a 

single motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council 

request specific items to be removed for separate action. 

 

Consent Agenda includes the following items: 

1. General DRAFT Council Meeting Minutes March 3, 2025.  

2. General Solicitor Stover Invoice.  

 

Brachbill motioned to approve the Consent Agenda items listed above.  Tosti-Vasey seconded. 

No further discussion. Roll call vote, motion carried.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

VIII. REPORTS   

Mayor Johnson  

Mayor Johnson is unavailable to give a report this week. He has asked the council to speak 

on his behalf to let the public know that they are more than welcome to reach out if they need 

anything in the aftermath of the recent storm.  

Proclamation in recognition of 4-H and their impact on local youth, and establishing March 

16 through March 22, 2025, as “PA 4-H week”, acknowledging and celebrating 4-H for its 

valuable service to our community.  

Police  (Chief Witmer) 

 February 2025 Report 

The department is completing their hiring process, there were 4 applicants, two of which 

dropped out.  
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Parking 

February 2025 Report 

 

Office of Community Affairs (OCA)/Historical and Architectural Review Board (HARB) 

The HARB meeting for March 11, 2025 will be canceled. The next scheduled meeting will be 

Tuesday, March 25, 2025 at 8:30 AM 

 

The Planning Commission meeting for March 10, 2025 has been moved to Tuesday, March 18, 

2025 at 5:00PM in the Large Meeting Room.  

 

Liaison Reports (Reports were submitted) 

Submitted 

 

Borough Manager  

February 2025 Report 

 

Musser Lane Compost Facility to be open every day this week until 4PM including Saturday 

in order for residents to dispose of brush from the recent storm. Borough crews will be 

collecting brush from properties and neighborhoods for ALL residents for 2 weeks in order to 

help residents clean up any debris.    

 

Comments/Additions:  

Benner to pull out of Benner-Walker Spring Joint Authority.  

 

IX.  CURRENT and OLD BUSINESS 

Reminder. Real Estate Tax Bills will look a bit different this year. The Borough partners with 

Centre County Government to send out the two (County and Borough) tax bills. In 2024, the 

County chose a new vendor to provide the tax form. Please watch for mail that has 

“OFFICIAL TAX BILL” on the front. Call 814-355-1501 with any questions. No council 

action required.  

 

Bellefonte Borough Authority - Big Spring Cover Project. The Authority will be holding a 

special work session to review all concepts. No decision on a particular concept has been 

made. The special work session will be held at 6PM, Tuesday, March 18, 2025 in the Oak 

Room, 301 North Spring Street. The public is welcome to attend, but no public comments 

will be held at this meeting. No council action required.  

 

Request for Proposals (RFPs) for grant writing and administration services. Proposals were 

due March 14, 2025, and distributed to Council for review. Call for a motion to have 

council’s Finance and Administration Committee review the RFP’s and bring back 

recommendations to council. 

 

Bellefonte Borough Council Packet April 7, 2025

Page 50 of 131



Bellefonte Borough Council Meeting 

March 17, 2025 

Page 4 

 

 

Cleeton motioned for Finance and Administration to review RFP’s and advise council. 

Johnson seconded, no further discussion. Roll call vote. Motion carried.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  
 

Efforts to sell the surplus large wooden desks at Spring Street have been unsuccessful. Call 

for a motion to approve giving away the desks for free on a first-come first-serve basis - a 

notification will be made on the borough website.  

 

Mckean motioned and Brachbill seconded to approve giving the desks away. Further 

discussion included how many desks were going to be given away, whether or not some 

of the desks should be kept as surplus for the fire department or otherwise. It was decided 

to give away the desks as previously discussed. Roll call vote. Motion carried.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 
X. NEW BUSINESS 

Resolutions to PA State Association of Boroughs (PSAB). Current PSAB legislative policy 

priority information is included in the council meeting materials. Council may discuss new 

policies that would be submitted to PSAB in the form of a Resolution for their legislative 

priority process to take place at the annual conference in June. Council may approve 

Resolutions to be submitted to PSAB for consideration in their annual legislative priorities 

process. 

 

Cleeton motioned to submit any stated policy resolutions to PSAB. McKean seconded. 

Roll call vote. Motion carried.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            ABSENT/EXCUSED  

 
Selecting a delegate and alternate for PSAB Annual Conference voting.  
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Tosti-Vasey motioned to appoint Deb Cleeton as the delegate and Doug Johnson as the 

alternate for voting at the PSAB annual conference. McKean seconded, no further 

discussion, Roll call vote. Motion carried.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

Consider legal review of Peddling and Soliciting “Do not Disturb” ordinance.  

 

Johnson motioned to have the Borough Solicitor review the Ordinance and submit any 

recommendations. Tosti-Vasey seconded. Further discussion included: making sure to 

review policy around busking and electioneering. Roll call vote. Motion carried.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

Ralph Stewart Retirement announcement.  

 

Brachbill motioned to accept Mr. Stewart’s retirement letter. Tosti-Vasey seconded. Roll 

call vote. Motion carried.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

XI. PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING ISSUES NOT ON THE AGENDA 

This Public Comment period is for oral comments regarding items not listed on this meeting 

agenda. Speakers shall identify themselves by name and street, municipality, if outside of the 

Borough of Bellefonte. Comments are limited to three (3) minutes maximum. 

 

Elliot Killian - Ferguson Township resident and High Street property owner - voicing 

concern over the state of the Downtown Bellefonte Business District and proposing various 

ideas for potential solutions. Presented an argument as to why removing the first-floor 

commercial requirements in the business district of downtown Bellefonte could be beneficial 

- potentially freeing up these underutilized properties to be used for housing or other 

purposes which are more community oriented than the ways in which they are currently 

being utilized.  
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XII. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Please try to limit all comments/rebuttals to three minutes maximum. 

 

Purnell - voicing concern over water pollution at Walnut Grove Estates in Benner Township. 

Was wondering if others felt that it would be beneficial for council to seek information and 

advice about this situation such that we could prevent the same thing from happening to the 

residents of Bellefonte.  

 

Tosti-Vasey: concerns over the recent storm in Bellefonte. Wanted to raise a reminder that 

the Planning Commission is going to be meeting tomorrow (3-18-25) to discuss Killian’s 

recommendation as well as the Waterfront Development Project. 

 

Brachbill: Kudos to Logan Valley fire department storm response.  

 

Continued thanks from multiple council members for Mr. Stewart's service.  

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT   

Call for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Tosti-Vasey motioned and Brachbill seconded.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:22 PM.  

 
An Executive Session was held before the meeting to discuss personnel matters. 
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 Treasurer’s Report February 2025
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A B C D E F G

          Account         Budgeted           Receipts          %      Budgeted      Expenses                 %

         Receipts            To DateReceived      Expenses        To Date            Spent

 General 3,784,210$      138,415$     3.66% 3,784,210    564,600     14.92%

 Streetlighting 109,045$         382$            0.35% 109,045       1,722         1.58%

 Fire Department 250,925$         20,684$       8.24% 250,925       17,396       6.93%

 Fire Equipment 101,390$         12,064$       11.90% 101,390       7,452         7.35%

 Parks 137,865$         1,089$         0.79% 137,865       4,611         3.34%

 Water 2,430,915$      293,960$     12.09% 2,430,915    231,821     9.54%

 Sanitation 4,052,180$      307,540$     7.59% 4,052,180    337,674     8.33%

Refuse 1,278,105$      188,943$     14.78% 1,278,105    129,263     10.11%

 Special Projects 2,133,310$      11,452$       0.54% 2,133,310    13,540       0.63%

 Liquid Fuels 259,000$         159$            0.06% 259,000       27,257       10.52%

 301 N Spring St 93,840$           21,586$       23.00% 93,840         6,512         6.94%

 Capital Projects 1,132,860$      23,078$       2.04% 1,132,860    87              0.01%

 Bulk Water Sales 354,600$         10,483$       2.96% 354,600       17,210       4.85%

 EMS 37,835$           3$                0.01% 37,835         -                 0.00%

 Total 16,156,080$    1,029,836$  6.37% 16,156,080  1,359,145  8.41%

Above figures are Computer generated

Begin of month      Receipts       Expenses   End of Month

 General 431,738           315,956       312,850       434,843      

 Act 13 29,835             78                -                   29,913        

 Streetlighting 158,770           368              1,582           157,557      

 Fire Department 234,144           20,373         9,955           244,562      

 Fire Equipment 99,214             11,982         3,793           107,403      

 Parks 95,425             421              2,433           93,413        

 Water 442,145           229,971       191,108       481,008      

 Sanitation 203,475           374,911       258,762       319,624      

 Refuse 484,427           121,173       89,515         516,084      

 Special Projects 1,789               1                  -                   1,789          

 Capital Projects 253,968           666              87                254,547      

 Danone Water 47,945             38,789         34,314         52,420        

 Total 2,482,875        1,114,687    904,399       2,693,164   

Above figures are from Bank Statements

Differences due to timing, outstanding  checks, etc.    

Bellefonte Borough Council Packet April 7, 2025

Page 54 of 131



 Treasurer’s Report February 2025
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  End of Month

Differences due to timing, outstanding  checks, etc.    
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Junior Council Member Report 
April 7, 2025 

  
- Junior Council Member Report will be provided at the first meeting of every month. 

- Please contact me if you have any questions or topics you would like me to look into. 

School Report: 

- The fourth quarter has started! 

- The Red & White had a March release! 

- bahsredandwhite.com   

- There was a College Commitment Day! 

- Student Council had a “Stall Day” to raise money for MiniThion 

- The Fiddler on the Roof is the high school’s spring musical. 

- You can watch April 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

- Senior Portfolio Presentation 

- Career Preparedness progress. 

Extra Curricular Report: 

- Model UN had a 4-day conference starting March 19.   

- Student Council’s Community Day was very successful! 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Bellefonte Borough Council 
FROM: Gina Thompson: HARB, Zoning & Planning Administrator  
SUBJECT: Office of Community Affairs Update 
DATE:  For Council Meeting April 7, 2025 

 
PLANNING: 

 
Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission 
The Planning Commission met on March 18th to review two SALDO projects and to discuss 
various topics related to community and economic development. The minutes and agenda 
are included in your packet.  
 
The Planning Commission discussed the proposed first-floor residential use in the 
downtown commercial district. While a detailed summary is in the minutes, the general 
consensus was opposition to the proposal. I shared data showing that several new 
businesses have recently opened or plan to open in 2025, and that the number of vacant 
storefronts is lower than it may seem. I also noted that some level of commercial vacancy is 
normal and beneficial for a town, as business turnover is expected. The Commission was 
open to continuing the discussion, especially since two members were absent and unable to 
provide input. 
 
The Bellefonte Planning Commission recommends to council the approval of two 
SALDO projects:  
 Preliminary/Final Plan for Centre County Community Services Building 

Parking Lot Expansion 
 Preliminary/Final Plan for Lot Addition of Land of Edward S. & Kristine K. 

Ranio 
 
The next Planning Commission meeting will be held Monday, April 14th at 5:00 p.m. 
in the Large Meeting Room at 301 N. Spring Street.  
 
Nittany Vally Joint Planning Commission 
NVJPC met on March 27. I updated the commission on several on-going and upcoming 
projects in the Borough. The land use map for Bellefonte Borough is included in your 
packet. If you see any corrections or suggestions, please let me know and I can give that 
information to the County Planning Office.  
 

 
ZONING: 

 
A substantial portion of work time is dedicated to responding to zoning inquiries via phone 
and email. These range from simple permit questions to inquiries about land use, SALDO 
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If you have any questions about the current projects, or would like additional information, please do 

not hesitate to contact Gina Thompson at gthompson@bellefontepa.gov or 814-313-1573. 

regulations, and ordinance requirements. Additionally, I am coordinating with the County 
Emergency Communications Department to update 911 addressing. I also continue to 
process zoning permit applications and collaborate with Centre Region Code on rental 
housing and property maintenance matters. 
 

 
HARB: 

 
The HARB meeting on March 25th was canceled due to a lack of projects requiring formal 
review. Likewise, the upcoming meeting on April 8th will not be held for the same reason. 
 
Administrative Approvals:  
 347 East Linn Street – Roof replacement, in-kind. Project includes woodwork and 

facia repair and repaint.  
 

The next scheduled HARB meeting will be on Tuesday, April 22 at 8:30 a.m., likely to be 
held in the Oak Room.  
 
 

OCA UPDATES: 
 
I attended the Bellefonte Community Advisory Committee meeting held on April 2 in the 
large meeting room. Here are some key updates:  
 
Rep. Paul Takac provided updates on developments in Harrisburg and addressed several 
key issues, including the potential closures of Rockview Prison, the impact of eliminating 
the Department of Education on local and state education, local fire department and EMS 
funding, resources for youth, and state standardized testing. He noted that planning is 
challenging due to the ongoing uncertainty surrounding these issues. 
 
SiteLogic updated the committee on the new Bellefonte Elementary School, which is under 
construction. HRG and PennDOT are working on the intersection and right-of-way with 
homeowners. Safety concerns were raised regarding walking paths, with suggestions to 
connect the high school, elementary school, and Governors Park. 
 
Student representatives shared updates on school and community events, and Carla Cipro, 
a Bellefonte High School teacher, provided an update on public relations outreach and 
student film and studio projects. 
 
I introduced myself to the committee and briefly explained my role with the Borough, 
focusing on community and economic development. 
 
I took extensive notes and am happy to provide more specific details if requested.  
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AGENDA 

BELLEFONTE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION  
LARGE MEETING ROOM, ARMORY BUILDING 

301 NORTH SPRING STREET, BELLEFONTE 
DATE: MARCH 18TH, 2025 TIME: 5:00 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL:  

Mr. Robert Dannaker, Chairman 
Mr. James Mills, Secretary 
Mr. Mark Edwards  
Mr. Chris Morelli 
Mr. David Lomison  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 10, 2025 meeting minutes  
 
LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:  
 

Preliminary/Final Plan for Centre County Community Services Building Parking Lot 
Expansion 

• Electronic copy of LDP 
• Physical copy of LDP 
• LDP Review and Comment by Christopher D. Schnure, Subdivision and Land 

Development Planner, Centre County Planning & Community Development Office 
Review and Comment 

 
Preliminary/Final Plan for Lot Addition of Land of Edward S. & Kristine K. Ranio 

• Electronic copy of Lot Consolidation plan 
• Physical copy of Lot Consolidation plan 

 
Recommend to conditionally approve pending CCPCDP review 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 Accessory Dwelling Units – I have been contacted a few different times about 

permitting ADUs in the Borough. Currently we do not allow ADUs. I would like to gather 
research and propose possible options for allowing ADUs. I think this is a critical issue 
considering that need for accessible and affordable housing.  

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 Proposal for Zoning Changes in the CBD Report 

o On January 30, I sent out Mr. Killian’s Proposal for Victorian Storefront Overlay 
(VSO) Report. I am including it again for your review and possible discussion.  

 
ORDINANCE ADDITIONS / UPDATES / AMENDMENTS: None 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS: 
 DCED 2025 Land Use & Growth Management Survey – I completed the survey for 

Bellefonte Borough. It was very cut and dry, and not “visionary” in the way that we first 
thought it would be.   

 
 Zoning Hearing Board and HARB vacancy – If there is anyone interested in serving 

on either of these boards, please have them reach out to Gina Thompson.   
 
 Short-term rental renewals – Short term rental renewals have gone out in the mail.  
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 2025 Centre County Municipal Officials Directory 

 
 2024 Annual Report for Centre County Planning and Community Development  

 
 2024 Annual Report - Centre County Subdivision and Land Development 

 
 Bellefonte Area School District – minor amendment to permit 

 
ADJOURNMENT: ____1ST ____2ND   TIME: ____________ 
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BELLEFONTE BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
March 18, 2025 – 5:00 p.m. 

Large Meeting Room, Armory Building  
301 North Spring Street, Bellefonte, PA  16823 

www.bellefonte.net 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The March 18, 2025 meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission was called to 
order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT  Robert Dannaker, Chair      
    Chris Morelli  
    Mark Edwards  
 
ABSENT   James Mills, Secretary 
    David Lomison 
 
STAFF MEMBERS  Gina Thompson, Zoning Administrator  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 13, 2025 
Edwards motioned to approve the January 13, 2025 minutes. Morelli seconded.  Motion carried.   
*No meeting on February 10, 2025 
 
LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
Preliminary/Final Plan for Centre County Community Services Building Parking Lot Expansion 

• Electronic copy of LDP 
• Physical copy of LDP 
• LDP Review and Comment by Christopher D. Schnure, Subdivision and Land 
Development Planner, Centre County Planning & Community Development Office 
Review and Comment 
 

Gina Thompson’s notes: 
This project would typically qualify as a "Minor Land Development Plan," which has fewer 
submission requirements than a standard Land Development Plan (LDP). However, since the 
Borough’s code does not currently define a Minor Land Development Plan, the project had to 
follow the formal LDP process. Ms. Thompson consulted with Ralph Stewart and agreed that 
the Borough should incorporate language for Minor Land Development Plans. She has begun 
coordinating with the County Planning Office to draft appropriate language. 
 
Don Franson confirmed that stormwater management is not required for this project, as it 
involves less than 5,000 square feet of development. A significant stormwater facility was 
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Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission Meeting 
March 18, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
Page 2 
 
installed during a 2019 parking lot expansion, and the existing stormwater plan remains 
sufficient. 
 
There was also discussion regarding the need for a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) update. 
Since the project will not alter traffic volumes, an updated HOP should not be necessary. Gina 
will follow up with PennTerra to confirm the status of the current permit. 
Edwards motioned and Morelli seconded to approve the Centre County Community Services 
Building Parking Lot Expansion. It was clarified that the Planning Commission is okay with the 
waiver of comments 5-12, and the waiver of not reaching out to PennDot for an updated HOP. 
Motion to approve carried.  

 
 
Preliminary/Final Plan for Lot Addition of Land of Edward S. & Kristine K. Ranio 

• Electronic copy of Lot Consolidation plan 
• Physical copy of Lot Consolidation plan 
 

Gina Thompson’s notes: 
The project was straightforward. Comments from the County Planning Office are pending, but 
any required revisions are expected to be minor. The Planning Commission requested that the 
plans include the easements for the water and gas lines. 
 
Motioned by Edwards and seconded by Morelli to approve the plan for the Lot Addition of Land 
listed above, contingent on the County’s comments and the resolution of those comments. 
Motion to approve carries.  

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – Gina was contacted several times about permitting 

ADUs in the Borough. Currently the Borough does not allow ADUs. Gina would like to 
gather research and propose possible options for allowing ADUs. Gina believes this is a 
critical issue, considering that need for accessible and affordable housing. 

o There are several types of ADU’s – but the ADU’s that are not allowed in the 
Bellefonte Borough are a separate living unit on a given property. There is an 
Adaptive Reuse Provision in the ordinance, which provides permission for 
property owners in the Historic District to convert an existing shed or garage into 
a living space – but not to add an apartment or add on to the existing structure.  

o The Commission agreed to continue to explore this idea and work towards 
finding a solution for property owners needing accessory/accessible 
accommodations on their properties.  

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

• Proposal for Zoning Changes in the CBD (Central Business District) Report - On January 
30, 2025, Gina sent out Mr. Killian’s Proposal for Victorian Storefront Overlay (VSO) 
Report. The proposal is included again for review and possible discussion.  
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o Gina provided Borough Council with a Bellefonte Economic Vitality Update at 
their February 3, 2025 meeting, intended to give an update of the state and 
frequency of new businesses opening in the CBD. Gina noted that in 2024, 16 
new businesses opened in the Bellefonte CBD. Of those 16, 2 have closed. 
Included in tonight’s packet is a list of all new businesses in the Borough since 
2021. In the past few weeks there have been 4 proposals for new businesses, a 
cleaning business, an adoption agency, a mercantile and a daycare. Since 
January, 2025 there have been 8 new businesses (1 is a location change for an 
existing business).    
 

o It was noted by members that having some empty storefronts and spaces 
available for new businesses is good in order to keep accommodating a growing 
and changing business district. 
 

o One member noted that he feels there should be more small businesses and less 
apartments in the downtown area.  

 
o Several other members expressed similar thoughts, that they appreciate the 

work that went into writing and presenting the proposal, but members do not 
feel they would like to further explore, discuss or proceed with the proposal.  
 

o Mr. Killian, author of the proposal, commented that the point of the proposal is 
to highlight that there is 5.6 times the amount of retail space in the CBD than 
what the population and income level in Bellefonte can support. He mentioned 
that Bellefonte would need an average of 30,000 tourists per day in order to 
support the retail space currently available.  For income, he noted that the 
average income would need to be $190,000 per year per capita. Mr. Killian 
further noted that based on his research, most Bellefonte residents are shopping 
at 2 main locations, Walmart (located outside Bellefonte) and Smoker’s Square. 
This is his reasoning for requesting that some of the downtown space be rezoned 
as residential. 
 

o A member asked what the percentage is of renters vs owners in the Borough, 
and Gina commented that it’s approximately 50% renters and 50% owner 
occupied – and the tipping point of the vitality of a municipality is around 50%. 
She further clarified that if there is too much rented residential space – it can 
degrade the overall vitality of a central/downtown business district.    
 

o It was further noted that right now there seems to be a lack of volunteerism that 
can make it seem as though the downtown area is failing, but some fluctuations 
in leadership are normal in a community and overall, the Downtown district in 
Bellefonte is growing. 
 
     

ORDINANCE ADDITIONS / UPDATES / AMENDMENTS: (in order of priority) 
• NONE 
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INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
• DCED 2025 Land Use & Growth Management Survey – Gina completed the survey for 
Bellefonte Borough. It was very cut and dry, and not “visionary” in the way that we first 
thought it would be. 
 
• Zoning Hearing Board and HARB vacancy – If there is anyone interested in serving on either of 
these boards, please have them reach out to Gina Thompson. 
 
• Ralph Stewart is retiring. There is no assistant manager to take over his position. His last day is 
March 28.  
 
• Short-term rental renewals – Short term rental renewals have gone out in the mail. 
 
ADDITIONS (after meeting agenda and packet was sent out): 

• NONE 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
Morelli motioned to adjourn. Dannaker seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
6:11p.m.  
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March 5, 2025 
 
Chris Schnure 
Subdivision and Land Development Planner 
Centre County Planning Office 
Willowbank Office Building 
420 Holmes Street 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 
 
Dear Mr. Schnure: 
 
RE:  Preliminary/Final Plan for Lot Addition of Land of Edward S. & Kristine K. Ranio  
 136 Railroad Street, Borough of Bellefonte, Centre County, Pennsylvania 

Tax Parcel Number: 32-301-,006-,0000- and 32-301-,007-,0000- 
 

Please review and comment on the included preliminary/final plan for the Lot Addition of Land of Edward S. 
& Kristine K. Ranio at 136 Railroad Street. Kerry Uhler Jr., Kerry A. Uhler & Associates, Inc., is the engineer for 
the project. Per an agreement with the Ranios and Bellefonte Borough, Bellefonte Borough will be paying the 
application fee for the SALDO review.  
 
There is no Stormwater Management Plan or Sewage Plan required for the lot consolidation. Although the 
parcel sits within the floodplain zone, there is no Floodplain Management Plan requires as there is no 
proposal for addition of buildings.  
 
Thank you for your input and assistance. I always appreciate your guidance. Please reach out if you have any 
questions or concerns: gthompson@bellefontepa.gov or 814-313-1573.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gina Thompson 
HARB, Zoning & Planning Administrator 
Office of Community Affairs 
Bellefonte Borough 
 
CC:  Ralph Stewart, Bellefonte Borough Manager 
 
Enclosures:  Preliminary/Final Plan for Lot Addition of Land of Edward S. & Kristine K. Ranio 
  Bellefonte Borough SALDO application submitted by Kerry A. Uhler & Associates, Inc. 
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LICENSE AGREEMENT (Commercial) 
 

DEP File No. E1404224-006 
 
 
 THIS AGREEMENT made this   day of  , 20 , 
between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, hereinafter 
referred to as “Department”, and 
 
 A. Bellefonte Borough , a corporation  
  incorporated under the laws of the State of Pennsylvania                ; 
  or 
 
 B.       , a partnership; 
  or 
 
 C.       , an individual; 
  or 
 
 D.  , (other); 
 
with its principal place of business at 301 North Spring Street, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania 16823, 
hereinafter referred to as “Licensee”. 
 
 Department is authorized by the Act of November 26, 1978 (P.L. 1375, No. 325), as 
amended, to grant, with the approval of the Governor, licenses to occupy submerged lands of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, hereinafter referred to as “Commonwealth”, on such terms and 
conditions as the Department shall prescribe, for the purposes set forth in the Act of November 26, 
1978 (P.L. 1375, No. 325), as amended, hereinafter referred to as “Act 325”; 
 
 Department is also authorized by Act 325 to issue permits for the construction, operation, 
maintenance, modification, enlargement or abandonment of dams, water obstructions and 
encroachments; prior permits issued in compliance with the Act of June 8, 1907 (P.L. 496, No. 
322) and the Act of June 25, 1913 (P.L. 555, No. 355) being deemed to comply with the 
requirements of Act 325 and all permits that are referenced in this Agreement; 
 
 Licensee has the right to occupy riparian land abutting the Spring Creek (Stream) in 
Bellefonte Borough (Municipality), Centre County, Pennsylvania; 
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 Licensee's business on the riparian land referenced in this Agreement requires a license to 
occupy submerged lands of the Commonwealth in the bed of the Stream below normal pool 
elevation or low water mark, as the case may be, adjacent to the riparian land in order to construct, 
repair, replace, operate, maintain and remove a slalom course of 31 gates consisting of posts that 
support cables above Spring Creek and other necessary encroachments and obstructions 
associated with its business, in accordance with the approved plans and specifications contained 
in Permit Application No. E1404224-006 and in any prior or future permit(s) for dams, water 
obstructions and encroachments within the premises licensed herein, hereinafter referred to as 
“Licensee's facilities”; and 
 
 Licensee's facilities are for the purpose of (check as appropriate): 
 
  improving navigation or public transportation; 
 
  recreation, fishing or other public trust purposes; 
 
  protecting public safety or the environment; 
 
  providing water supply, energy production or waste treatment; 
 
  other activities which require access to water; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises set forth in this Agreement 
and intending to be legally bound, the Department and Licensee agree to the following: 
 

1. Recitals. The foregoing recital clauses are incorporated herein by reference. 
 

2. License. Department grants to Licensee a license to occupy submerged lands of the 
Commonwealth adjacent to Licensee's riparian land for the purpose(s) set forth in 
paragraph(s) A below, in accordance with the approved plans and specifications contained 
in Permit Application No. E1404224-006, and in any prior or future permit(s) for dams, 
water obstructions and encroachments within Licensee's facilities: 

 
 A. To construct, repair, replace, operate, maintain and remove Licensee's facilities 

within premises referred to herein as the “Facilities Area”, occupying 
approximately 0.2 acres (to the nearest tenth of an acre) of submerged land owned 
by the Commonwealth in the aforesaid Stream, Municipality and County, the 
location of the Facilities Area is: 

 
   shown as the “Facilities Area” on the map(s) or plan(s) attached and 

incorporated into this Agreement as Exhibit A. 
 
 B. To occupy for the mooring of vessels at Licensee’s facilities, within premises, 

referred to herein as the “Mooring Area”, occupying approximately N/A acres (to 
the nearest tenth of an acre) of submerged land owned by the Commonwealth in 
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the aforesaid Stream, Municipality and County, the location of which Mooring Area 
is: 

 
   shown as the “Mooring Area” on the map(s) or plan(s) attached and 

incorporated into this Agreement as Exhibit A. 
 

C. The total Facilities Area, Mooring Area, or both shall be referred to as the 
“Licensed Premises”; 

 
D. To dredge for construction and normal operation and maintenance within the 

Licensed Premises; provided that this license grants no right to dredge, excavate, 
remove and carry away any merchantable sand, gravel or other minerals, such 
activities being subject to the payment of a royalty pursuant to Sections 468(d) and 
1908 A(3) of the Administrative Code of 1929, as amended. 

 
3. Modification. In the event a substantial portion of any of Licensee's facilities shall be 

permanently discontinued or abandoned by Licensee or any of Licensee's permits issued 
under or complying with Act 325 or Licensee's facilities be terminated, then this 
Agreement, at the option of Licensee or Department shall be modified to reflect the 
changed conditions. Modification may include termination where the use of Licensee's 
facilities is essentially permanently discontinued or abandoned by Licensee or where 
essentially all of Licensee's permits issued under or complying with Act 325 for Licensee's 
facilities be terminated. 

 
4. Termination by Department for Cause. Department has the right to terminate this 

Agreement if Licensee defaults in the performance of any provisions of this Agreement. 
 

A. Department shall provide sixty (60) days written notice to Licensee when Licensee 
defaults in the performance of any provisions of this Agreement. 
 

B. If the default continues or remains uncured, unsettled, unappealed, or unstayed by a 
court of competent jurisdiction for sixty (60) days after Licensee’s receipt of the 
Department’s written notice of the default, then this license shall terminate effective 
immediately. 

 
C. However, if Licensee has commenced substantially to cure the default within the sixty 

(60) day period of the Department’s written notice of the default and Licensee 
diligently continues this action to completion, this shall not be an event of default and 
Department may not terminate this license. 

 
5. Termination by Department for Reasons Other Than Cause. Department has the right 

to terminate this Agreement for any of the following reasons upon providing six (6) 
months’ written notice to Licensee. Termination shall be effective six (6) months from the 
date of the Department’s written notice to the Licensee. Termination shall be confirmed 
by letter from the Secretary of the Department or Secretary’s designee to the Licensee at 
the Licensee’s principal place of business. 
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A. Department may terminate this Agreement, upon six (6) months written notice to 

Licensee, when the Department reasonably believes that the license has become 
adverse or harmful to the public interest, fails to serve the best interests of the 
Commonwealth, or obstructs a higher public use of the Licensed Premises. 
Department’s written notice shall specify the basis for the proposed termination. 
 

B. Termination shall become effective six (6) months after date of notice unless Licensee 
submits a written request for a hearing on the termination issue within thirty (30) days 
after such notice. In such hearing, due regard shall be given also to the interests of the 
public as served by Licensee's facilities. Following the hearing, if the Department 
determines that the license has become adverse or harmful to the public interest, fails 
to serve the best interests of the Commonwealth, or obstructs a higher public use of 
Licensed Premises, then such determination and supporting facts therefor shall be 
mailed to Licensee. Within thirty (30) days after such determination is mailed, Licensee 
may appeal therefrom to the appropriate court. Termination shall be effective when the 
last appeal is finally heard and determined. 

 
6. Termination by Licensee. Licensee shall have the right to terminate this Agreement at 

any time by providing six (6) months written notice to the Secretary of Department. 
Termination shall be confirmed by letter from Licensee to the Secretary of the Department, 
at Secretary’s office located in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The Secretary of the Department 
or Secretary’s designee shall acknowledge Licensee’s letter of termination by letter to 
Licensee. 
 

7. Termination Recorded. If this Agreement is recorded, any termination shall also be 
recorded in the County in which this Agreement is recorded. 
 

8. Effect of Termination. In the event this license terminates or is terminated by reason of any 
provision of this Agreement, or for any other reason, Licensee shall at its cost remove 
Licensee's facilities from Licensed Premises within such time and in such manner as 
Department may reasonably direct. Should Licensee fail to remove all Licensee's facilities from 
Licensed Premises within one (1) year after notice by Department to do so, Department may 
remove the same, and Licensee shall pay the costs of such removal. Notwithstanding anything 
to the contrary herein, Licensee shall have a period of one (1) year from the  effective date of 
termination of the license within which to remove its facilities from Licensed Premises. 
 

9. Indemnification/Hold Harmless. Licensee shall indemnify, save harmless and defend the 
Department, its officers and employees, from and against all losses, damages, expenses, 
claims, demands, suits and actions arising out of, or caused in any manner by the use of 
Licensed Premises by Licensee, and shall compensate the Department for any damage to 
it at any time resulting from the use of Licensed Premises by Licensee; provided, however, 
that this paragraph shall not apply to or affect any claims, demands, suits or actions by or 
on behalf of officers, employees, servants or agents of the Department, or their dependents, 
based upon workmen's compensation or similar statutory benefits. The Department shall, 
at Licensee's expense, provide Licensee with such assistance as Licensee may reasonably 
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request in writing in the defense of any claim, demand, suit or action which Licensee 
assumes hereunder. 
 

10. No Third Party Rights. The parties understand that this Agreement does not create or 
intend to confer any rights in or on persons or entities not a party to this Agreement. 
 

11. Right to Know Law. The Pennsylvania Right-To-Know Law, 65 P.S. §§ 67.101-3104, 
hereinafter referred to as the “Right to Know Law”, applies to this Agreement. Therefore, 
this Agreement is subject to, and Licensee shall comply with the Right to Know Law. The 
document entitled “Right to Know Law Contract Provisions” is attached and incorporated 
into this Agreement as Exhibit B. As used in this Agreement, the term “Contractor” refers 
to Licensee. 
 

12. Choice of Law. This Agreement and its construction and enforceability shall be interpreted 
under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 

13. Compliance with Federal and State Law. This Agreement does not supersede or waive 
the provisions of any Federal or Commonwealth statute, regulation or permit relevant to 
Licensee's operation or maintenance of its facilities. Licensee, its successors and assigns, 
shall comply with all applicable statutes, regulations, and permits during the existence of 
this Agreement. 
 

14. Pollution. Licensee shall at all times perform under this Agreement in such manner as to 
minimize or prevent polluting the environment. Licensee shall be liable and responsible to 
the Commonwealth as provided by law for any pollution or other damage to any portion of 
the environment in or adjacent to Licensed Premises which occurs as a result or 
consequence of Licensee's occupation and use thereof, irrespective of whether or not such 
pollution or damage be due to negligence or in the inherent nature of Licensee's operations, 
unless the pollution or damage is the proximate result or consequence of an independent 
intervening cause or of force majeure. The burden of proving such independent intervening 
cause or force majeure shall be on Licensee. Any action for civil damages on account of 
such pollution brought by Department against Licensee shall not bar Department from 
bringing other actions under the Clean Streams Law or other pertinent law, rule, or 
regulation of the Commonwealth. It is understood and agreed that it is not the intention 
herein to impose any greater duty upon Licensee than is otherwise provided by statutory 
and common law. 
 

15. Signature Authority of Licensee. Licensee represents and warrants that, as of the date of 
the execution of this Agreement, he/she/it/they has the right and authority to execute this 
Agreement. Licensee and his/her/its/their signatory represent that the signatory is fully 
authorized to execute this Agreement on behalf of Licensee. Licensee’s signed and 
notarized “Affidavit of Signature Authority” is attached and incorporated into this 
Agreement as Exhibit C. 
 

16. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, including 
counterparts that are manually signed and executed on paper, counterparts that are in the 
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form of electronic records and executed electronically, or both. Department and Licensee 
agree that the electronic signature of any party designated on this Agreement’s signature 
page are intended to authenticate this Agreement and have the same force and effect as 
manual signatures. The term “electronic signature” means any electronic sound, symbol, 
or process attached to or logically associated with a record and executed and adopted by a 
party with the intent to sign such record, including pdf, facsimile, or electronically imaged 
signatures provided by Adobe, DocuSign, or any other electronic signature provider. This 
Agreement will be considered duly executed and delivered by any party affixing its 
electronic signature to an electronic file or when the signature of a party is delivered by 
facsimile transmission, delivered by scanned image (e.g. .pdf or .tiff file extension name) 
as an attachment to electronic mail (email), or delivered by another type of  electronic 
transmission. 
 

17. Binding Agreement. This Agreement shall be binding upon the parties, their heirs, legal 
representatives, successors and assigns, but shall not be assignable or transferable by 
Licensee without the prior written approval of the Department, which shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 
 

18. Entire Agreement. This Agreement, when executed, approved and delivered, together 
with all exhibits incorporated by reference, shall constitute the entire agreement between 
the parties and there are no other representations or agreements, oral or written, except as 
expressly set forth in this document. This Agreement may not be amended or modified 
except by a written agreement signed by both parties.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their 

duly authorized officials as of the date first above written. 
 

SIGNATURES 
 
ATTEST:      COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
       DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
       PROTECTION 

OFFICE OF WATER PROGRAMS 
 
 
 
______________________________  _____________________________________ 

Chief, Division of Wetlands, Encroachment, 
and Training 
Bureau of Waterways, Engineering and 
Wetlands 

 
 
                    Bellefonte Borough 
 Licensee's Business Name 
 

(When Licensee is a corporation): 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

  By ______________________________________ 
(Signature)                     Secretary/Treasurer                 (Signature)     President/Vice-President 
 
 
  By _______________________________________ 
(Print Name & Title)      Secretary/Treasurer                 (Print Name & Title)  President/Vice-President 
 
(Corporate Seal) 
 
 
(When a Licensee is an LLC): 
 
  By ______________________________________ 
(Signature)                       Witness      Date                    (Signature)                          Member/Manager 
 
  By ______________________________________ 
(Print Name & Title)         Witness                               (Print Name & Title)            Member/Manager
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APPROVED: 
 
 
  
Governor 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
 
Approved as to Legality and Form: 
 
 
 
_________________________________ Pre-Approved Form # 7C-FA-38.0____________ 
Chief/Assistant Counsel   Office of General Counsel 
Department of Environmental Protection 
 
 
 
 
Pre-Approved Form # 7C-FA-38.0  
Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General Date 
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Exhibit A 
 

Location Map 
E1404224-006: Bellefonte Borough 

Spring Creek – Slalom Course of 31 Gates Consisting of Posts that Support Cables  
Bellefonte Borough – Centre County 

Latitude:   40.917372° N, Longitude:  -77.786018° W 

 
          E1404224-006 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Site Location: 
Lat:   
40.917372° N 
Long: 
-77.786018° W 
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Exhibit A 
 

Site Map 
E1404224-006: Bellefonte Borough 

Spring Creek – Slalom Course of 31 Gates Consisting of Posts that Support Cables  
Bellefonte Borough – Centre County 

Latitude:   40.917372° N, Longitude:  -77.786018° W 

 
E1404224-006 
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Exhibit A 
 

Facilities Area 
E1404224-006: Bellefonte Borough 

Spring Creek – Slalom Course of 31 Gates Consisting of Posts that Support Cables  
Bellefonte Borough – Centre County 

Latitude:   40.917372° N, Longitude:  -77.786018° W 

                      
E1404224-006  

Length Width 
Square 

Footage 
42.83 1 42.83 

43.1 7.2 310.32 
43.03 8.4 361.452 
47.28 9.2 434.976 
45.36 6.5 294.84 
44.51 3.6 160.236 
44.89 3.2 143.648 
44.72 3 134.16 
50.55 12.8 647.04 
50.54 13 657.02 
51.24 3.4 174.216 
54.33 6.2 336.846 
43.57 2.4 104.568 
54.28 2.7 146.556 
45.67 3.3 150.711 
50.44 5.1 257.244 
45.43 7 318.01 
46.78 1 46.78 
47.24 5.2 245.648 
47.28 9.2 434.976 
45.34 1.5 68.01 
44.51 3.6 160.236 
44.75 3.2 143.2 
44.83 3 134.49 
50.57 12.3 622.011 
50.47 13.3 671.251 
51.19 3.2 163.808 
54.36 6.3 342.468 
43.62 2.4 104.688 
54.33 2.8 152.124 
45.72 3.4 155.448 

 Total: 8119.811 
Facilities Area for 31 
crossings: 
8119.811 SF = 0.2 acres 
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FW: CATA Bellefonte Service For FY 2026

From Ralph Stewart <rstewart@bellefontepa.gov>
Date Thu 3/20/2025 4:14 PM
To Alyssa Doherty <adoherty@bellefontepa.gov>
Cc Julie Brooks <jbrooks@bellefontepa.gov>; Joanne Tosti-Vasey <jtosti-vasey@bellefontepa.gov>; Deborah Cleeton

<dcleeton@bellefontepa.gov>

1 attachment (1 MB)
3.20.25 Letter to Bellefonte.pdf;

Hi Alyssa,
 
Please include both this email and the attachment in the next council meeting packet (meeting of April 7th).
 
Thank you,
 
Ralph
__
Ralph W. Stewart, Borough Manager
Borough of Bellefonte
301 North Spring Street STE 200
Bellefonte PA 16823
Phone:  814-355-1501 x214

 
From: David Rishel <drishel@catabus.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2025 3:17 PM
To: Ralph Stewart <rstewart@bellefontepa.gov>
Cc: Parfitt, Mark <mparfitt@catabus.com>; Lori Miller <lmiller@catabus.com>; Bruce Donovan <bdonovan@catabus.com>;
Derek Sherman <dsherman@catabus.com>; Lee Park <lpark@catabus.com>
Subject: CATA Bellefonte Service For FY 2026
 
Good Afternoon Ralph,
 
Attached is a letter clarifying the cost data we talked about in January.  This is actually better for the Borough than the numbers
we presented.  Because of an increase in PennDOT funding, our overall cost percentage that is covered by State and Federal
funding is 64% instead of 62%.  Also, the higher fare for the B-Line service, and the fact that many of our trips involve two
passengers, has lead us to project a higher percentage of the services costs being covered by the fares.  The result of these two
elements is that the remaining costs not covered by grants and fares is 23% rather than the 30% under the previous contract.  If
the Borough were to sustain this year's level of service on the B-Line, the cost to the Borough would be just over $40,000. 
Please take a look at this and let us know if we can help any further.  
 
We must set a deadline of May 9 to have this fully resolved (with a Council resolution authorizing the contract) for us to
continue providing service.  Please give me a call if you have any questions.  We'd also be happy to come back out and speak to
Council again, if it would help.
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By the way, I heard the news and am very sorry you are leaving your position as manager, but I can imagine you are looking
forward to retirement.  I have always sincerely appreciated that we've been able to maintain friendly interaction throughout this
challenging process.  Thank you for that.  Hopefully we will talk before you leave.
 

Warm Regards,

 

David Rishel

Executive Director/CEO

 

Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA)

2081 W. Whitehall Road, State College, PA 16801

(814) 238-2282 x5156/Fax (814) 238-7643

Mobile (814) 441-0258

www.catabus.com
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March 20, 2025 
 

Mr. Ralph Stewart, Bellefonte Borough Manager 
301 N. Spring Street 
Suite 200 
Bellefonte, PA 

 
 

Mr. Stewart, 
 

As a follow-up to our recent presentation to the Bellefonte Borough Council, we 
wanted to provide you with updated cost projections for the services we discussed in 
January. As we explained in our presentation, CATA would recommend the 
continuation of the current B-Line service within the Borough of Bellefonte, connecting 
to services at the Nittany Mall and the nearby Walmart. This service profile would be as 
follows: 

 
• Monday to Friday, 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM (60 hours per week) 
• One mini-bus dedicated to the service 
• Advanced reservation service to/from currently designated pickup points 
• Fare of $4.00 
• Free transfer to mainline CATA bus network 

 
The cost to CATA to operate this service is projected to be $230,880 per year (3,120 

hours@ $74.00 per hour). Based on our current projection of PennDOT funding, and the 
current fare revenues for the B-Line today, these costs would be covered by the following 
breakdown: 

 

• State and Federal Subsidy (64%): 
• Fares (9%): 
• Bellefonte Contribution (26%): 

$147,763 
$22,673 
$60,444 

 
This cost breakdown is based on a slight increase in CATA's state funding, which now 
covers 64% of our costs. Also, the $4.00 base fare for this service, and the frequency of 
passengers traveling in pairs, has increased the fares collected, covering a higher 
percentage of the cost than expected. The net result is that Bellefonte must only cover 
the remaining 26% of costs, which is down from the 30% requirement from last year. 

 
If Bellefonte wishes to remain in the CATA system, which we hope you will, please 
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let us know as soon as possible. We will require a resolution passed by the 
Borough Council, along with a signed contract with CATA, no later than May 9, 
2025. If we do not have this issue resolved by that date, we will have no choice 
but to irrevocably continue with the cessation of service as of June 30, 2025. 

 
Please let me know if we can be of any further service. 

 

David 
Rishel 
CEO 

cc: Mark Parfit, Chair, CATA Board of Directors 
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Bellefonte

04/07/2025

301 N. Spring Street, Suite 200, Bellefonte, PA 16823

Boro@bellefontepa.gov

Deborah Cleeton

Joanne Tosti-Vasey

Pro-Temp

Council Member

Barbara Dann, Council President
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