
Executive Session-Personnel, Real Estate 

5:30 PM – 6:30 PM Oak Room 

Borough of Bellefonte Council Work Session 

AGENDA 

6:30 – 7:25 PM, Monday, November 17th, 2025 

In-Person, Council Chambers 

301 N. Spring St, 1st Floor 

      VIEW RECORDING OF WORK SESSIONS and BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETINGS      

       Recordings can be viewed on CNET, Comcast’s Government Education Channel 7, or at  

      www.cnet1.org. ATTEND IN PERSON.  The meeting room is open with normal occupancy 

      limits.  

I. CALL TO ORDER – Council President Dann

II. WELCOMING COMMENTS / OPENING REMARKS:

Welcome, everyone, to the Bellefonte Borough Council Work Session. No council action (making

motions or approvals) is taken during work sessions.

III. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:
Note – All Times are approximate

A) 2026 Budget- 01 General Fund – 55 Minutes

IV. ADJOURNMENT

The Work Session will be adjourned at or before 7:25 PM. The Borough Council Business Meeting is

scheduled to start at 7:30 PM.
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1 

Bellefonte Borough Council Business Meeting 

7:30 PM, Monday, November 17th, 2025 

In-Person, Council Chambers 

301 N. Spring St, 1st Floor 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Council President Dann

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ROLL CALL

Mr. Bernier, North Ward Ms. Purnell, North Ward 

Mr. Brachbill, South Ward Ms. Sedgwick, West Ward 

Ms. Cleeton, Pro Temp, South Ward Ms. Tosti-Vasey, West Ward 

Ms. Dann, President, South Ward Ms. Meckley, Jr. Council Member 

Mr. Johnson, Vice-President, North Ward Mayor Johnson, At Large 

Ms. McKean, West Ward 

IV. ADDITIONS TO THE COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Under Act 65 of 2021, if a matter is not on the Agenda, Council may not take official action on it with the following 

exceptions. Council can act on matters relating to potential or real emergencies. Council may add a matter of agency 

business to its agenda through a majority vote. The council must state why the action item is being added to the Agenda. 

Council may vote to add an action item(s) to the agenda. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Oral)
Borough Council intends to take public comment related to the motion that is on the floor after it has been duly made 

and seconded.  The order of comments will be public comment and then council comment, including proposed 

amendments by council members.  If amendments are proposed to the original motion, the public will then only 

comment on the amendment(s) before final votes are taken.  You must be a Bellefonte resident, a non-profit 

representative, a business owner, or an official representative of another governmental agency. Speakers shall identify 

themselves by name and street, municipality, if outside of the Borough of Bellefonte. Comments are limited to three (3) 

minutes. 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS (written)

Additional funding information for the Beaver Farmhouse. FYI, no council action is requested. 

Congressman Glenn “GT” Thompson's letter of support to restore the Beaver Farmhouse. FYI, no council action is requested. 

Historic House by Bellefonte Elementary School. FYI, no council action is requested. 

Old Stone Farmhouse on the proposed new elementary school site. FYI, no council action is requested. 

Structural Review of Beaver Farmhouse at 1002 Airport Road, Bellefonte. FYI, no council action is requested. 

The Gamble Mill is the best example of preservation. FYI, no council action is requested. 

VIEW RECORDING OF WORK SESSIONS and BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Recordings can be viewed on CNET, Comcast’s Government Education Channel 7, or at 

www.cnet1.org ATTEND IN PERSON. The meeting room is open with normal occupancy limits. 
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VI. CONSENT AGENDA

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be acted upon by a single motion. There will be 

no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council request specific items to be removed for separate 

action.  Motion/2nd to approve the Consent Agenda.   

Finance Campbell Durrant Legal Invoice October 2025 Report 

General DRAFT Council Meeting Minutes November 3rd, 2025 

Finance Stover McGlaughlin Legal Invoice October 2025 Report 

VII. REPORTS

Elected Official and Staff Reports 
Please limit all reports/rebuttals/deliberations to three minutes maximum. 

DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL/ 

STAFF 

REPORT 

Mayor 

➢ Proclamation-Small Business Saturday

Mayor Johnson Submitted 

Police 

➢ October 2025 Report

Chief Witmer Submitted 

Parking 

➢ October 2025 Report

Ms. McCullough Submitted 

Office of Community Affairs (OCA): See memo for report and updates 

➢ Motion/2nd to approve the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve

the subdivision of Tax Parcel 32-301-300 (SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority),

contingent upon revising the plan in accordance with the review comments

from the County Planning Office.

➢ Motion/2nd to approve the appointment of Jean Gerber to the Planning

Commission. She will fill the vacancy created by Chris Morelli's move away.

Her term will expire on 12/31/2026.

➢ The Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission will meet on Thursday,

November 20, at 6:00 pm at the Benner Township building.

➢ The next HARB meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 25, at 8:30 am

➢ The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 8, at 

5:00 pm.

Ms. Thompson Submitted 

Interim Borough Manager 

➢ October 2025 Report

Mr. Pribulka Submitted 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Elected Official Committee Reports 
Please limit all reports/rebuttals/deliberations to three minutes maximum. 

COMMITTEE ELECTED 

OFFICAL 

REPORT 

Environmental & Parks Committee/ Ordinance ad hoc Committee 

➢ The committee met on November 12, 2025. A report will be provided for the

Council meeting in December.

Ms. Tosti-Vasey Verbal 

Finance & Administration Committee 

➢ October 2025 Report

Ms. Cleeton Submitted 

Infrastructure & Public Works Committee 

➢ October 2025 Report

Mr. Brachbill Verbal 

Streets Committee 

➢ October 2025 Report
Mr. Johnson Verbal 

Public Transport Task Force Committee 

➢ October 2025 Report

Ms. Cleeton/ 

Ms. Tosti-Vasey 

Submitted 
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IX. LIAISON REPORTS 

Reports will be submitted in writing for inclusion in the council meeting materials. Reports may include draft meeting 

minutes, notes, memos, etc. No verbal report is to be given unless there is a question regarding the report. If council 

action is requested, please clearly indicate it, including the wording, so that it can be stated on the council meeting 

agenda. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LIAISON REPORT 

Bandshell/Performance Center Project Committee Mr. Pribulka  

Bellefonte Area Industrial Development Authority (BAIDA) Mr. Pribulka  

Bellefonte Emergency Medical Services  Mr. Rhoat   

Bellefonte Intervalley Chamber of Commerce Ms. Thompson   

Bellefonte Police Pension Board Mr. Pribulka  

Centre County Boroughs Association  Ms. Dann   

Centre County Government  Mr. Pribulka  

Governor’s Park  Mr. Pribulka  

Nittany Valley Joint Recreation Authority Mr. Pribulka  

Penn State University Sustainability Projects Mr. Pribulka  

Shade Tree Commission Ms. Doherty  

Union Cemetery Association  Mr. Pribulka  

Workplace Safety Committee Ms. Doherty  

AUTHORITIES / COUNCIL APPOINTED LIAISON REPORT 

Bellefonte Borough Authority  Mr. D. Johnson   

Centre County Airport Authority  Mr. D. Johnson   

COMMISSIONS / COUNCIL APPOINTED LIAISON REPORT 

Civil Service Commission Mr. Brachbill  

Spring Creek Watershed Commission  Mr. Brachbill   

 SPECIAL COMMITTEES / COUNCIL APPOINTED LIAISON REPORT 

Bellefonte Fire Department Executive Committee Mr. Brachbill  

Centre County Library Board  Ms. Cleeton Submitted 

Centre Region Council of Governments (COG) Public Safety Committee Mr. Brachbill Submitted 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS / APPOINTED LIAISON REPORT 
Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission (NVJPC) Ms. Thompson Submitted 

Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO)  Mr. D. Johnson   

 

X. CURRENT and OLD BUSINESS 

Nittany Valley Joint Recreation Authority Match Request. Council may take action. 

Council Chambers Improvements. Motion/2nd to approve the quote provided for tables and panels.  

Armory Building front steps improvement. Motion/2nd to approve the quote provided by Gary Horner to repair the steps on the 

Spring Street side of the Armory Building.  

2025 Goals update-November 2025. FYI, no council action requested. 

Council may consider joining the Pennsylvania Municipal League and allocate funds in the 2026 budget for the membership fee. 

Member Benefit information has been provided in the packet.  

Motion/2nd to remove from the table.  

Council may take action. 

Exception to Section 404.3 of the Centre Region Building Safety & Property Maintenance Code for 107 S. Ridge Street.  

Motion/2nd to remove from the table.  

Motion/2nd to direct staff to advertise for Chapter 425 Ordinance Amendment.  

Demolition Permit Application requested by Bellefonte Area School District for the Beaver Farmhouse, 1002 Airport Road. 

Motion/2nd to remove from the table.  

Motion/2nd to approve the demolition of the Beaver Farmhouse at 1002 Airport Road, requested by the Bellefonte Area 

School District.  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS 

Lamb McErlane P.C. engagement letter to retain Christopher Gerber as Special Counsel with respect to labor and employment 

matters for the Bellefonte Borough Police Department. Motion/2nd to accept the engagement letter from Lamb McErlane, P.C. to 

retain Christopher Gerber as Special Counsel with respect to labor and employment matters for the Bellefonte Borough 

Police Department. 

List of items to be auctioned on Municibid. Motion/2nd to approve the provided list to be auctioned on Municibid.  
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The last day for Brush/Grass Curbside Pick-Up will be Wednesday, November 19th. The final Saturday opening of the Borough 

Compost Facility on Musser Lane will be Saturday, November 22nd. FYI, no council action requested. 

Borough Offices will be closed on Thursday, November 27th for Thanksgiving. FYI, no council action is requested. 

At the Bellefonte Borough Council meeting held on January 20, 2025, Council approved the Courtesy Parking Program for the 2025 

Holiday Season. Under this program, the first time the Parking Enforcement Officer observes a vehicle with no time on the meter, the 

officer will issue a complimentary two-hour pass. On the officer’s second pass-through that same day, if no time remains on the meter 

and the two hours have expired, a parking ticket will be issued. Courtesy parking begins on Thursday, November 27, 2025 

(Thanksgiving Day), and continues through Thursday, January 1, 2026 (New Year’s Day). We encourage everyone to take advantage 

of this opportunity to do some holiday shopping in beautiful Downtown Bellefonte—and have a Happy Holiday Season! FYI, no 

council action is requested. 

 

XII. PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING ISSUES NOT ON THE AGENDA 

This Public Comment period is for oral comments regarding items not listed on this meeting agenda. Speakers shall 

identify themselves by name and street, municipality, if outside of the Borough of Bellefonte. Comments are limited to 

three (3) minutes maximum. 

 
XIII. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Please try to limit all comments/rebuttals to three minutes maximum. 

 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

The council meeting will be adjourned at or as close to 9:00 PM as possible. 

 

The Council Public Comment Policy will be included with each Agenda.  
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From: Hoover, Jacob David <jdh292@psu.edu> 
Sent: Saturday, November 8, 2025 6:10 PM 
To: rrakszawski@basd.net; David Pribulka <dpribulka@bellefontepa.gov>; bhca@bellefontearts.org 
Cc: mmaris@basd.net 
Subject: Fw: Old Stone Farm house on proposed new elementary school site 
  

Hello, 
  
I know you are very involved in Centre County History.  Some of you I have met before.  
  
Below is some history and research I did on the farm house that is being considered for 
demolition on the site of the new Elementary School. 
  
I sent the email below to Tammy Burnaford the previous Superintendent in 2023. I did not 
recieve a reply. But I would guess you are all informed about the situation of it being 
removed and perhaps are part of the group trying to save this 200 year old farm house. 
  
I am not exactly sure when it received the Beaver name, but it appears before that it was 
owned by the Valentine's and they have certainly played an important part of Bellefonte's 
early history and rise to promenace in the early to mid 1800's.  
  
I wrote trying to obtain metal detecting permission for the farm house because even over 2 
1/2 years ago, I figured it would eventually be gone....and probably sooner than later. I have 
always been interested in local history and trying to save it through knowledge, story 
telling, and metal detecting. 
  
Perhaps my research is off, but using Linn's History of Centre and Clinton County, 
usgwarchives, and other sources associated with Centre County hisotory it seems plausable 
this is in fact an early 1800's house and one of the first in the area.  
  
Below is my research on this property and the previous owners and a pieces to the story 
that most people do not know.  
  
I hope that the property can be saved, it's worth the effort and the time to try to save it, this 
area has such a rich history and various other efforts have been made over the years to 
preserve history and this is another unique opportunity to keep this property intact.  
  
Thanks,  
  
Jake Hoover 
From: Hoover, Jacob David <jdh292@psu.edu> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2023 3:59 PM 
To: tburnafo <tburnafo@basd.net> 
Subject: Old Stone Farm house on proposed new elementary school site 
  

Hello, 
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My name is Jake Hoover and I have 3 kids in the Bellefonte School district, 3 who will be 
attending the Bellefonte Middle school in 2023/2024. I am interested in learning about and 
researching local history and the hobby of metal detecting. I've been doing this hobby for 
over 5 years and have been lucky enough to metal detect historical properties in Centre 
county on the historical register ( such as the Christian Bechdel II house in Blachard, and 
the Harmony Forge Iron Furnace site between Bellefonte and Milesburg) and have also 
donated metal detecting finds to local historical societies, have given info sessions and 
demos at historical events and museums in Centre County ( The David House Heritage 
Museum in Snow Shoe Pa) and have recently started working some with the Milesburg 
Musuem and Historical Society to help create a display of metal detecting finds for their 
musuem. 
  
I am writing to find out if it would be possible to obtain permission from the school 
district to metal detect the old stone house located right behind the High school in 
the proposed area of the new elementary school which is located on school property 
behind the High School at 1002 Airport Road off of Farm lane. 
  
The Old Stone Farmhouse shows on the 1861 and 1874 historical atlas maps of Spring 
township as owned by JD ( Jacob Downing) Valentine, son of George Valentine.  
  
For reference point on the old atlas's below, the H.N. McAllister house noted on both maps 
below is the current stone house right next to Rite Aid, across Bishop street from the high 
school. 
  
Here is an excerpt regarding some information about the 6 Valentine brothers coming to 
Bellefonte and information about JD ( Jacob Downing) Valentine, George Valentine ( in 
excerpt below) was J.D Valentine's father. 
  
 In 1815, Samuel, Jacob D., George, Reuben B., Abram S., and Bond Valentine,  
sons of Robert and Ann Bond, came from Chester county to Centre county,  
accompanied by Jacob Thomas, and leased the old Dunlop iron furnace erected by  
John Dunlop in 1802, and in 1821 purchased it. 
  
(1) Jacob Downing, born at Bellefonte October 4, 1823, died  
September 16, 1896, in the house in which he was born, it being one of the first  
houses built in Bellefonte. 
  
http://files.usgwarchives.net/pa/centre/bios/valentine.txt 

  
I think the house behind the Bellefonte high school is the house they are referring to in the 
excerpt,  
meaning the house was built sometime between 1815 ( When the Valentine's came to 
Bellefonte, and 1823 when Jacob D. Valentine was born), making the home over 200 years 
old... 
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 1861 map - below 

  
1874 map - below 

  
  
Here is a 1938 aerial photo of the Valentine house. You can see there was once a large barn 
on the property which appears from other aerial photos to have been removed around 15-
20 years ago. 
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I am not sure if the old stone house will be removed when the proposed new Elementary 
school is completed, I am unsure if the old stone house is currently occupied, or what 
exactly the situation is regarding that building and it's future with the new elementary 
school project on the horizon. 
  
If it's possible to obtain permissions to metal detect around the stone house/ field adjacent 
to the building that would be amazing, I will accept all liability. I am happy to donate and 
document any and all finds to whomever. I just enjoy saving history and resurrecting long 
lost items from long ago. 
  
If you are not in the position to grant any permission or don't feel it's a good idea. I 
understand. But I wanted to ask, it's worth a shot. 
  
Regardless, it was fun going down the rabbit hole to find out more information about the 
old stone farm house and researching properties and their history is just one part I enjoy 
about the hobby of metal detecting. 
  
I know you are very busy, so thank you for your time and I hope you have a good summer 
now that the school year is officially over.  
  
Thank you for your time. 
Jake Hoover 
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Hackman Builders  
A Division of BHL Partnership 

RT. 45   P.O. BOX 140 
SPRING MILLS, PA 16875 

(814) 442-8470   FAX (814) 442-8381 
HIC # PA 025339 

 

To: ​ The Bellefonte Area School Board & Dr. Roy Rakszawski 

Subject: Structural Review of Farmhouse at 1002 Airport Road, Bellefonte 

Dear Members of the School Board, 

As a local construction professional, I recently conducted a visual review of the farmhouse located on 
the future elementary school property at 1002 Airport Road, Bellefonte. The purpose of this review 
was to provide a professional opinion regarding any immediate safety concerns associated with the 
existing structure. 

Based on my observations, the farmhouse appears structurally sound for its age and does not present 
any immediate or urgent safety hazards. The exterior shows no signs of significant structural failure, 
foundation movement, or roof collapse risk. The structure appears to be sufficiently secured, with 
doors and most windows locked or otherwise closed off, limiting unauthorized access. 

While no imminent safety issues were identified based on an exterior visual review, I would 
recommend—as an added precaution and to help preserve the integrity of the building—that any 
remaining open or broken windows be securely boarded up. This would prevent weather intrusion and 
unauthorized entry until the district finalizes plans regarding the future of the property. As a gesture of 
community support, our company would be willing to assist with the stated weatherproofing at no 
cost to the district. 

In addition to its current condition, it is my opinion that the farmhouse represents a uniquely historic 
period of time for the community and serves as a valuable educational resource—a living time capsule 
for students to learn about traditional building practices, materials, and the living environments 
common to earlier generations. Preserving or documenting its features could provide meaningful 
hands-on learning opportunities and a tangible connection to the area’s architectural, agricultural and 
cultural heritage. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shane Murphy 

Owner, Hackman Builders/Bellefonte Home Showcase/Penns Valley Building Supply/Bellefonte 
Building Supply 

shane@bellefontebuilding.com 
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From: Poorman, Myken <mpoorman@basd.net> 

Date: Fri, Nov 14, 2025 at 7:59 AM 

Subject: Fwd: 

To: Rita Purnell <5purnells@gmail.com> 

 

The Gamble Mill is the best example of preservation. It was so run down that the borough 
ordered a similar renovate or tear down decision. Then locals rallied and a 22 year old shop 
teacher Ted Conklin bought it for cost of demo (7,000) and put a roof on it and saved it. It was the 
first property in Bellefonte to be put on the National Register of Historic Places in 1975.  

Mrs. Myken Poorman 

Agricultural Sciences Teacher 

FFA Advisor 

 
Tech. Ed. Department Chair 

Bellefonte Area HS 

830 East Bishop St. 

Bellefonte, Pa 16823 

(814) 355-4833 ext. 8174 
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Bellefonte Borough

BFONTE 1563

November 7, 2025

Invoice # 84107

412-395-1291

412-395-1280

Taxpayer I.D. No. 25-1807700

Telecopier:

Telephone:

RE: SPECIAL LABOR COUNSEL

INVOICE ATTACHED

INVOICE DATE FEES BILLED COSTS BILLED

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE FOR THIS INVOICE IS:

Please retain the invoice for your records and return this REMITTANCE ADVICE with your check made payable to
CAMPBELL DURRANT, P.C.

Thank you.

CHECK NO.: AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ INVOICE NO. 84107

INVOICE #

REMITTANCE ADVICE

84107 $6,507.00 $0.00

Bellefonte Borough

Attention: Borough Manager
Municipal Building
301 North Spring Street Suite 200
Bellefonte, PA 16823

Invoice # 84107

535 Smithfield Street, Suite 700
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Claim No.

$6,507.00

November 7, 2025

11/7/2025
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BELLEFONTE BOROUGH COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING 
                           Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 3, 2025 - 7:30 p.m. 
301 N. Spring Street, 1st Floor, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania 16823 

www.bellefonte.net 
VIEW RECORDING OF WORK SESSIONS and BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

Recordings can be viewed on CNET, Comcast’s Government Education Channel 7, or at 

www.cnet1.org 

ATTEND IN PERSON: The meeting room is open with normal occupancy limits. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER (Council President Barbara Dann) The November 3, 2025, meeting of the 

Bellefonte Borough Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  *Council met for an executive 

session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss personnel and real estate issues.  

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

III. MEMBERS PRESENT  Mr. Kent Bernier 

     Mr. Randall Brachbill  

     Ms. Deborah Cleeton, Pro Tempore   

     Ms. Barbara Dann, President 

     Mr. Douglas Johnson, Vice President 

     Ms. Shawna McKean 

     Ms. Rita Purnell 

     Ms. Johanna Sedgwick     

     Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey 

     Ms. Jalyn Meckley,  Jr. Council Member- EXCUSED 

     Mayor Buddy Johnson 

   

STAFF PRESENT   Bill Witmer, Police Chief 

     David Pribulka, Interim Borough Manager 

     Alyssa Doherty, Assistant to the Borough Manager 

     Gina Thompson, Planning, Zoning & HARB Administrator 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

IV. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

In accordance with Act 65 of 2021, If a matter is not on the Agenda, Council cannot take official 

action on it with some exceptions. The Council can act on matters relating to potential or real 

emergencies. Council may add a matter of agency business to its agenda through a majority vote. 

The Council should state the reason why the action item is being added to the agenda. Council 

may vote to add an action item(s) to the agenda. 

NONE 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Oral)  

Borough Council intends to take public comment related to the motion that is on the floor after it 

has been duly made and seconded. The order of comments will be public comments, followed by 
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Bellefonte Borough Council Meeting 

November 3, 2025 

Page 2 

 

 

council comments, including proposed amendments by council members. If amendments are 

proposed to the original motion, the public will then only comment on the amendment(s) before 

final votes are taken. You must be a Bellefonte resident, non-profit representative, business owner, 

or an official representative of another governmental agency. Speakers shall identify themselves 

by name and street, municipality, if outside of the Borough of Bellefonte. Comments are limited to 

three (3) minutes. 

NONE  

 

VI.  COMMUNICATIONS (Written) 

Mosquito Disease Control Coordinator’s end of year correspondence. No council action is 

requested. 

 

Spring Creek Watershed Commission Water Resources Monitoring Project 2026 

Contribution of $3,145.00. Call for a motion/2nd to include $3,145.00 in the Tentative 

Budget for 2026 for the Spring Creek Watershed Commission Water Resources Monitoring 

Project. 

 

McKean motioned and Sedgwick seconded to include $3,145.00 in the Tentative Budget 

for 2026 for the Spring Creek Watershed Commission Water Resources Monitoring 

Project. No discussion. Roll call vote. Motion carried. Motion carried unanimously.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

Exception to Section 404.3 of the Centre Region Building Safety & Property Maintenance 

Code for 107 S. Ridge Street. Council may take action. 

 

Tosti-Vasey motioned to table this item until staff is able to further review. Discussion 

included the property owner, Zeb Smoyer, addressing Council with information 

regarding this exception. The owner would like to rent out his house/property for several 

years while he is living out of town, but the ceilings are 2 inches too short to meet the 

Property Maintenance Code. He has been denied a permit to rent out his house due to 

this issue. He is asking Borough Council to reconsider approval of his rental permit. 

There was no second to the motion to table.  

 

Brachbill motioned to approve the exception as listed above.  Bernier seconded the 

motion to approve. Discussion included further discussion regarding the exception and 

Council’s ability to approve the exception. It was mentioned that all Council can do is 

vote to amend the code, not approve or disapprove an exception to the code. It was 

clarified that the property owner would have to appeal to the Housing Appeals Board for 

the exception to be granted. Brachbill and Bernier withdrew their motion. 

 

Johnson motioned to recommend to send this request to Borough Staff for further review. 

Cleeton seconded. Discussion included reasoning behind the safety code and 
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clarification that 7ft ceilings are required for fire protection and safety. Roll call vote. 

Motion to send the request to staff was approved unanimously.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

Property located at the end of Oak Lane in Bellefonte concerns of water runoff. Deferred to 

Public Works Superintendent, Matt Auman, and the Streets Committee. No council action is 

requested. 

 

Stage at Talleyrand Park Design. Communication will be provided to the Talleyrand Park 

Committee and Friends of Talleyrand. No council action is requested. 

 

Farmhouse Demolition Letter. No council action is requested. 

 

The BASD Sustainable Farm (Farmhouse). No council action is requested. 

 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA (will be acted upon by a single motion unless otherwise noted) 

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a 

single motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council 

request specific items to be removed for separate action. 

 

Consent Agenda includes the following items: 

1. General DRAFT Council Meeting Minutes October 20th, 2025 

 

Brachbill motioned and Cleeton seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. No discussion. Roll 

call vote. Motion carried. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

VIII. REPORTS 

Mayor Johnson  

Mayor Johnson thanked Giant Food Stores for their generous donation to the Borough Trick 

or Treat Event.  

 

Office of Community Affairs (OCA)/Historical and Architectural Review Board (HARB)  

(Ms. Thompson) 

1. Recommended for approval: 

Call for a motion/2nd to approve the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

the following projects: 
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• 320 West High Street (Train Station) – installation of the replica Liberty Bell as part of the 

Bells Across America program, with placement to be determined and no adverse impact to 

the historic scales if located there. 

• 227 North Allegheny Street - replacement of 16 windows with materials and design as 

presented. 

 

Brachbill motioned, and Tosti-Vasey seconded to approve the above-listed projects as 

presented. No discussion. Roll call vote. Motion carried unanimously.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

Call for a motion/2nd to approve the demolition of the Beaver Farmhouse at 1002 

Airport Road, requested by the Bellefonte Area School District. 

 

Cleeton motioned, and Bernier seconded to approve the demolition of the farmhouse listed 

above. Discussion included comments by several community members and district officials 

regarding the demolition. Community members spoke in support of keeping the structure 

due to its historical value. District officials spoke to explain the reasoning behind 

demolition, including lack of ADA compliance, stormwater drainage issues, and lack of 

funding for restoration/renovation.  

 

Cleeton motioned, and Brachbill seconded to table this motion until more information is 

received and considered. No further discussion. Roll call vote. Motion to table carried 8 

yes to 1 no vote.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               no Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

The Planning Commission will meet on Monday, November 10th at 5:00 pm. 

 

HARB will not meet on Tuesday, November 11 (holiday) or on the rescheduled date of 

Wednesday, November 12th (no projects for review). The next HARB meeting is scheduled 

for Tuesday, November 25th at 8:30 a.m. 

 

IX. CURRENT and OLD BUSINESS 

The Borough Offices will be closed on Tuesday, November 11, for Veterans Day. No council 

action is requested. 

 

There will be no Brush/ Grass Pick-up on Wednesday, November 12th. The last day for Brush/ 

Grass Curbside pick-up will be Wednesday, November 19th. No council action is requested. 
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Complete Streets Policy Resolution No. 11032025-01. Call for a motion/2nd to approve the 

Complete Streets Policy Resolution No. 11042025-01.  

 

Tosti-Vasey motioned, and Cleeton seconded to approve the Complete Streets Policy 

Resolution No. 11042025-01.  No discussion. Roll call vote. Motion carried. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

Electricity Procurement Contract Bids. Call for a motion/2nd to award the electricity 

procurement contract to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder offering the most 

advantageous pricing, based on the bid results and staff recommendation. 

 

Johnson motioned, and Brachbill seconded to award the electricity procurement contract 

to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder offering the most advantageous pricing, 

based on the bid results and staff recommendation. Discussion included Interim Borough 

Manager, Mr. Pribulka, offering more details regarding the contract.  He recommended a 

fixed rate, 24-month term to AEP Energy at a cost of $0.876/kWh. No further discussion. 

Roll call vote. Motion carried. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

X. NEW BUSINESS 

Bellefonte Governor’s Park roof repair to pavilions. Volunteers from Faith United Methodist 

Church would like to volunteer their services to repair pavilions in Governor’s Park.  All 

Volunteers will have waivers signed along with Certificates of Insurance provided by the 

Church and Contractor. Call for a motion/2nd to allow Faith United Methodist Church and 

Daniel Zook, Contractor, to perform volunteer work, along with providing materials for repairs 

to pavilions in Governor’s Park. 

 

Brachbill motioned, and Cleeton seconded to allow Faith United Methodist Church and 

Daniel Zook, Contractor, to perform volunteer work, along with providing materials for 

repairs to pavilions in Governor’s Park. No discussion. Roll call vote. Motion carried. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 
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Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

Council may consider joining the Pennsylvania Municipal League and allocate funds in the 

2026 budget for the membership fee. Member Benefit information has been provided in the 

packet. Council may take action. 

 

Tosti-Vasey motioned, and Cleeton seconded to table this item pending further review.  No 

discussion. Roll call vote. Motion carried with 7 yes and 2 no votes.  

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          no Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            no  

 

Council may consider adding the C-NET Bulletin Board in 2026. C-NET Bulletin Board 

information has been provided in the packet. Council may take action. 

 

Tosti-Vasey motioned, and Johnson seconded to consider adding the C-NET Bulletin 

Board in 2026. Discussion included reasons for adding the bulletin board, potential costs, 

and alternative ways to spend the money that might be spent on adding the bulletin board. 

No further discussion. Roll call vote. Motion failed unanimously with 10 no votes. Motion 

to add the C-NET Bulletin Board did not carry.   

Mr. Kent Bernier               no Ms. Shawna McKean                  no 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          no Ms. Rita Purnell                           no 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               no Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               no 

Ms. Barbara Dann            no Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             no 

Mr. Doug Johnson            no  

 

 

Realignment of Airport Road (SR 2002) to create a ‘T-intersection’ with the school district’s 

driveway/Governor’s Road. Call for a motion/2nd to approve the deed of dedication as 

presented. 

 

Johnson motioned and seconded to approve the deed of dedication as presented. Brachbill 

seconded. Discussion included clarification of which intersection is being discussed. No 

further discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Kent Bernier               yes Ms. Shawna McKean                  yes 

Mr. Randy Brachbill          yes Ms. Rita Purnell                           yes 

Ms. Deb Cleeton               yes Ms. Johanna Sedgwick               yes 

Ms. Barbara Dann            yes Ms. Joanne Tosti-Vasey             yes 

Mr. Doug Johnson            yes  

 

XI. PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING ISSUES NOT ON THE AGENDA 
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This Public Comment period is for oral comments regarding items not listed on this meeting 

agenda. Speakers shall identify themselves by name, street, municipality, if outside of the 

Borough of Bellefonte. Comments are limited to three (3) minutes maximum. 

 NONE 

 

XII. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER  

Please try to limit all comments/rebuttals to three minutes maximum. 

Ms. Sedgwick commented that the high school drama club is putting on their fall play on 

November 13, 14, and 15th.   

 

Ms. Cleeton reminds the public that tomorrow is election day. Please vote. She also thanked 

all the poll workers for their dedication.  

 

Mr. Brachbill mentioned that he is holding a meeting regarding sound issues for public 

meetings.  

 

Ms. Dann commented that Borough staff are working on a safety plan for the intersection of 

McAllister/High Streets. The streets committee, police chief, and public works 

superintendent, Matt Auman, are all working to find ways to make this intersection safer. 

The intersection is currently a 2-way stop, and it is recommended to make the stop a 4-way 

stop intersection.  

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 PM. 
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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY PROCLAMATION 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Bellefonte recognizes the vital contributions of small businesses to the 

strength of our local economy and the unique character of our community; and 

 

WHEREAS, small businesses employ a significant portion of Pennsylvania’s workforce, create local 

jobs, and reinvest in our neighborhoods through civic engagement, charitable giving, and community 

service; and 

WHEREAS, Small Business Saturday was founded in 2010 to encourage holiday shoppers to support 

local, independently owned businesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and communities across the state join together each 

year to celebrate Small Business Saturday as part of the nationwide effort to support small businesses 

during the holiday season; and 

 

WHEREAS, Bellefonte’s small businesses—including retailers, restaurants, service providers, artisans, 

and entrepreneurs—play an essential role in maintaining a vibrant downtown and a thriving local 

economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, consumer spending at local businesses helps sustain jobs, stimulates economic growth, and 

strengthens the fabric of our community; and 

 

WHEREAS, supporting local small businesses on Small Business Saturday and throughout the year 

enhances the quality of life for all residents of Bellefonte Borough. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Borough Council of Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, 

does hereby recognize Saturday, November 29, 2025, as Small Business Saturday and urges 

residents, visitors, and the greater community to support local businesses and merchants throughout the 

holiday season and beyond. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Borough of 

Bellefonte to be affixed this 27th day of November, 2025. 
 

           __________________________________________ 

             Gene “Buddy” Johnson, Mayor  

         Borough of Bellefonte 
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  BELLEFONTE BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT 

October 2025 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
• The Bellefonte Borough Police Department would like to thank 

the Centre County Commissioners, Dave Lamison, and everyone 
else involved for their assistance with the purchase of a vehicle 
for the police department. It is greatly appreciated.  

• All officers participated in Mobile Field Force and Active Shooter 
training at CPI. 

• Officer Luse participated in the Centre Hall Parade. 

• The Bellefonte Police Department attended the Logan Fire 
Company’s open house. 

• The Bellefonte Police Department participated in the annual 
Christian Academy Parade. 

• The Bellefonte Police Department assisted Penn State Police with 
security at Beaver Stadium during the football game. 

• Officer Bollman participated in Trunk or Treat. 

• Mayor Johnson, Chief Witmer, Sgt. Neideigh, Officer Hurd and 
Officer Walter participated in handing out candy and patrolling 
the neighborhoods during Halloween.   
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BELLEFONTE BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT 

MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

 

OFFENSES 
OCCURRED 

MONTH 
2025 
YTD 

Alarms 9 76 

Assault 0 13 

Child Abuse 1 18 

Criminal Mischief 10 24 

Disorderly Conduct 10 101 

Domestics 9 84 

Drug Related 4* 20 

DUI 0 8 

Harassment 6 48 

Suspicious Activity 17 138 

Theft 7 36 

All Others 417 3,654 

TOTAL 490 4,295 

 
CALLS MONTH 2025 YTD 

Handled by BPD 477 4,216 

Off Duty 13 79 

TOTAL 490 4,295 

 
ARRESTS MONTH 2025 YTD 

Felony 12 33 

Misdemeanor 20 145 

Summary 6 65 

TOTAL 38 210 

 
MILEAGE MONTH YTD 

34-1 601 69,279 

34-2 327 90,644 

34-3 0 125,932 

34-4 622 89,744 

34-5 615 10,331 

34-6 365 40,329 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAFFIC MONTH 2025 YTD 
Stops 64 419 

Citations Filed   25 356 

 

PAYMENTS 
RECEIVED 

MONTH 
2025 
YTD 

MDJ Not  $10,112.91 

Probation Available $4,356 

Other  This $12,548.82 

TOTAL month $27,047.73 

 
ACCIDENTS MONTH 2025 YTD 

Reportable 9 45 

Non-Reportable 7 81 

TOTAL 16 126 

 

OFFICERS’ TIME MONTH 2025 YTD 
Regular Hours 1616 16,504 

Overtime Hours 62.5 272 

Reimbursed 
Overtime 

75.5 320.5 

Training (exclude in total) 80 753 

TOTAL 1,754 19,556.5 

 

SRO MONTH 2025 YTD 
Number of Incidents  33 237 

Arrests 1 10 

Traffic (School Zone) 0 28 

Hours Worked 368 2,372 

 
PARKING MONTH 2025 YTD 

Hours Worked 187 1,889.5 

Tickets Issued 261 2,195 

Revenue Not avail. $108,533.70 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Bellefonte Borough Council 
FROM: Gina Thompson: HARB, Zoning & Planning Administrator  
SUBJECT: Office of Community Affairs Update 
DATE: For Council Meeting November 17, 2025 

 

 
PLANNING: 

 
The Planning Commission met on Monday, November 10, 2025. The agenda, minutes, and meeting 
materials are included in your packet. There are two items requiring Council action: consideration 
of a SALDO project and an appointment to the Planning Commission. 
 
 Motion/2nd to approve the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve the 

subdivision of Tax Parcel 32-301-300 (SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority), contingent upon 
revising the plan in accordance with the review comments from the County Planning Office. 
 

 Motion/2nd to approve the appointment of Jean Gerber to the Planning Commission. She 
will fill the vacancy created when Chris Morelli moved away. Her term will expire on 
12/31/2026. 

 
The next Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission meeting is Thursday, November 20 at 6:00 
pm at the Benner Township Municipal Building. Minutes from the September 18 meeting and the 
upcoming agenda are included under Liaison Reports. 
 
The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 8 at 5:00pm. 
 

 
ZONING: 

 
Over the past month, I have continued to review, process, and issue zoning permits, as well as 
respond to a steady volume of inquiries regarding local zoning regulations and land use for both 
residential and commercial properties. I’ve also been addressing several active commercial 
projects, including ongoing coordination with the Undine Fire Company regarding the proposed 
helipad and related lighting at Lambert Hall. In addition, I’ve been working with Centre Region 
Code Administration on fire safety licenses, rental permits, and building-related approvals. 
 
[MOVED TO OLD/NEW BUSINESS]  
Council approval required for demolition permit for 1002 Airport Road. 
 The Bellefonte Area School District (BASD) has submitted a zoning application related to 

the demolition of a mid-19th-century stone farmhouse located behind the Bellefonte Area 
High School. This approval was tabled at the November 3, 2025 Council meeting.  

 
There will be a Zoning Hearing Board meeting in early December (TBD) to consider two 
variance requests submitted by Centre County Government. More information to come. 
 
 

HARB:  
 
There are no updates at this time. I have reviewed a few projects for administrative approval.  
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The next HARB meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 25th at 8:30 am. 
 

 
OCA Updates: 

 
Global Entrepreneur Week @ Penn State – I’ve been invited to serve as a panelist for a 
discussion on opening a commercial space. The session will cover the basics of Certificates of 
Occupancy, building permits, and working with design professionals. Representatives from local 
agencies and industry experts will walk through the approval process—from site selection to 
required documentation—and will answer audience questions. More information can be found at: 
https://happyvalley.com/events/occupying-the-built-environment  

Date/Time: Tuesday, November 18, 2025, from 12:00–1:30 PM 
Location: Remodeler’s Workshop, 105 Stonecrest Drive, Bellefonte, PA 

 
SEDA-COG / Potter Street Subdivision project – The Planning Commission recommends approval 
of the Subdivision Plan for the SEDA-COG Rail Line. See packet for more detail.  
 
Ordinance Committee: The Committee met on November 13th to review several revised draft 
ordinance amendments. Discussion topics included zoning and sign/lighting enforcement, updates 
to rental regulations, revisions to sign and illumination standards, and considerations for specific 
business uses. The Committee also reviewed proposed language for permitting and maintaining 
retaining walls, the draft beekeeping ordinance, updated provisions for ground-mounted solar 
installations, and updates to the Borough’s air pollution ordinance. I will continue to work on 
revising language to some of these ordinances to prepare for formal request of amendments.  
 
Bellefonte Bikeway to Titan Energy Complex – There was an email sent in late September with 
information from SEDA-COG regarding legal agreements that would be required with the Joint Rail 
Authority. The committee is reviewing those agreement and determining next steps.    
 
CRCA Property Maintenance Issues – No new updates 
 
In-Progress Projects (as time allows) 
- Researching the Borough’s ability to tax games of chance machines (reach out to Clearfield 

Borough as they’ve successfully done this). 
- Connecting with the Borough of Brookville to learn about their Historic District oversight and 

enforcement practices. 
- Exploring the addition of a Sanborn map layer to the County GIS system. 
- Updating the design professionals resource list with new companies and contractors. 
- Developing outreach strategies to inform commercial property owners about the LERTA 

ordinance. (Consideration of adding residential properties to LERTA.) 
- Developing outreach strategies to inform realtors and potential property owners of rental 

regulations. (CRCA to hold summit with Realtors in January 2026) 
- Seeking legal counsel regarding restrictions on certain types of businesses within the 

downtown commercial historic district. 
- Revising the Bed & Breakfast zoning permit application to reflect current requirements; this 

may also involve updating the ordinance. 
- Redevelopment opportunities for properties in the Borough.  
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the current projects, or would like additional information, please do 
not hesitate to contact Gina Thompson at gthompson@bellefontepa.gov or 814-313-1573. 
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BELLEFONTE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

November 10, 2025 – 5:00 p.m. 
Oak Room, Armory Building  

301 North Spring Street, Bellefonte, PA  16823 
www.bellefonte.net 

 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL  
The November 10, 2025 meeting of the Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission was called to 
order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Robert Dannaker, Chair      

James Mills, Secretary 
    Mark Edwards 
    David Lomison  
    vacancy 
 
STAFF MEMBERS:  Gina Thompson, Zoning Administrator  
 
GUESTS:   Jean Gerber 
    Nevin Grove, Engineer PennTerra 
 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
Ms. Thompson requested to add Jean Gerber’s application to the Planning Commission for 
review and consideration. Call for an action to approve the appointment of Jean Gerber. This 
item will be added to the “Old/New Business” heading.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 13, 2025 
Lomison motioned to approve the October 13, 2025 minutes. Edwards seconded.  There were 
several suggested corrections to the minutes. Motion to approve the amended minutes (with 
corrections) carried unanimously.          
  
 
LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 

• Subdivision of Tax Parcel 32-301-300 – SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority 
o Review and Comment by the Centre County Planning Office 

 This is a Borough project that was contracted with PennTerra. 
 The proposed plan for the parcel is a rails to trails natural area with a 

bridge connecting Tallyrand and Masullo Parks 
 The parcel needs to be subdivided in order for the Borough to purchase. 
 Location and labeling of the flood plain zone 

o Plan, dated 10/3/2025, both physical and electronic 
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Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission Meeting 
Nov 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
Page 2 
 

o Recommend approval of plan. 
 
Edwards motioned and Lomison seconded to conditionally approve the plan, pending 
revisions based on county comments. No further discussion. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 

• New Member application – Jean Gerber  
o Call for a motion to appoint Jean Gerber to the Planning Commission 
 
Mills motioned and Edward seconded to approve the appointment of Jean Gerber 
to the Planning Commission. No discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
• Waterfront Development project updates 

o Discussion regarding an easement agreement/lot addition – the Waterfront 
developers discussed purchasing a part of Dunlop Street – but it was decided it 
would be easier to grant an easement 

o The Waterfront developers own the middle piece of Dunlop and the Borough 
owns the 2 end pieces.  

o The agreement states that the Waterfront Developers are going to buy the end 
parcels. This will be easier than an easement or an appraisal/public sale. The 
Borough will have to vacate both end parcels.  

o The Waterfront Developers are hoping to break ground in Spring 2026. They are 
waiting for some funding sources to come in.  

 
• Bellefonte Area School District – pending demolition permit for the Beaver Farmhouse 

o This was tabled at the 11/3/25 Council meeting. 
o Extensive discussion regarding the farmhouse and all considerations regarding 

the issue.     
 
 
ORDINANCE ADDITIONS / UPDATES / AMENDMENTS: (in order of priority) 

• The Ordinance Ad-Hoc Committee will meet on November 13, 2025 to review several 
zoning amendments. Gina will update the Planning Commission afterwards. 

 
 
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

• There is a Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission (NVJPC) meeting on 
Thursday, November 20 at 6:00pm at Benner Township Building. 
 

• There have been several zonings and HARB projects for review and permitting. 
 

• The Bellefonte Intervalley Chamber of Commerce (BIACC) and Downtown Bellefonte Inc. 
(DBI) now hold joint board meetings and will combine organizational duties. They are 
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Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission Meeting 
Nov 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
Page 3 
 

called the “Bellefonte Alliance” and board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the 
month at 8:00am in the Oak Room. 
 

• Council approved the Deed of Dedication for the realignment of Airport Road (SR 2002) 
to create a ‘T-intersection’ with the school district’s driveway/Governor’s Road. 

 
 
ADDITIONS (after meeting agenda and packet was sent out):  

• NONE 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
Edwards motioned to adjourn. Mills seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m.  
 
**NOTE FROM THE TRANSCRIPTIONIST: **TONIGHT WAS MUCH BETTER. Thank you for 
announcing the roll call and names of motions/seconds!  
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AGENDA 

BELLEFONTE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION  
OAK ROOM, ARMORY BUILDING 

301 NORTH SPRING STREET, BELLEFONTE 
DATE: NOVEMBER 10TH, 2025 TIME: 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL:  
Mr. Robert Dannaker, Chairman 
Mr. James Mills, Secretary 
Mr. Mark Edwards  
Mr. David Lomison 
vacancy  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: October 13, 2025 meeting minutes 
 
LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:  
 

Subdivision of Tax Parcel 32-301-300 – SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority 
 Review and Comment by the Centre County Planning Office 
 Plan, dated 10/3/2025, both physical and electronic 

(Nevin Grove might bring an updated plan to the meeting) 
 

Recommend approval of plan.  
 
 

OLD & NEW BUSINESS:  
 Waterfront Development project updates 

 
 Bellefonte Area School District – pending demolition permit for the Beaver Farmhouse 

o This was tabled at the 11/3/25 Council meeting.  
 
 
ORDINANCE ADDITIONS / UPDATES / AMENDMENTS: 
 The Ordinance Ad-Hoc Committee will meet on November 13, 2025 to review several 

zoning amendments. I will update the Planning Commission afterwards.  
 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS: 
 FYI: There is a Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission (NVJPC) meeting on 

Thursday, November 20 at 6:00pm at Benner Township Building.  
 

 There have been several zonings and HARB projects for review and permitting.  
 
 The Bellefonte Intervalley Chamber of Commerce (BIACC) and Downtown 

Bellefonte Inc. (DBI) now hold joint board meetings and will combine organizational 
duties. They are called the “Bellefonte Alliance” and board meetings are held the first 
Tuesday of the month at 8:00am in the Oak Room.  

 
 Council approved the Deed of Dedication for the realignment of Airport Road (SR 

2002) to create a ‘T-intersection’ with the school district’s driveway/Governor’s Road.  
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: ____1ST ____2ND   TIME: ____________ 
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Map data (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, Microsoft, Facebook, Google, Esri Community Maps contributors, Map layer by Esri Powered by Esri 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  President Dann, Mayor Johnson, and Borough Council 

FROM: David Pribulka, Interim Borough Manager 

SUBJECT: November 17, 2025 Interim Manager Report 

DATE: November 12, 2025 
 

 

 
 
Dear President Dann, Mayor Johnson, and Borough Council: 
 
It’s an exciting time of year in Bellefonte Borough as preparations are underway for a safe and 
fun holiday season!  
 
With the brisk fall weather quickly turning to freezing temperatures and potentially hazardous 
conditions, the Public Works Department is preparing for winter operations. As you know, this is 
a busy and challenging time of year for our plow drivers and first responders. When bad weather 
is in the forecast, we ask that all residents help make their jobs a little easier and safer by adhering 
to any travel or parking restrictions and by being patient as they clear streets and other public 
spaces.   
 
We are working with Ilona Ballreich, Program Director at the Penn State Sustainable Communities 
Collaborative, on a potential project to develop “complete streets” concepts in certain Borough 
neighborhoods. This will help begin the implementation of the policy adopted by Borough Council 
on November 3rd. Ms. Ballreich has contacted a professor in traffic planning who has an interest 
in data collection and analysis to help support this initiative. Once a scope of work is developed, 
Council can consider authorizing the project to begin, potentially as soon as the spring semester 
of next year.  
 
I am happy to report that we have a few new hires who have recently started or will be starting 
shortly with the Borough. Brandon Eckenroth joined as a part-time code enforcement officer, 
Jessica Gjurgevish began her employment as an Administrative Assistant in the Police 
Department, Austin Cable started as our newest mechanic, and, most recently, we had a 
candidate accept a position to fill the operator vacancy in the wastewater treatment plant. Please 
join me in welcoming them. I want to thank the Mayor and Council for your continued investment 
in our staff. 
 
Staff met with the architect and some of the community volunteers involved in the proposed stage 
at Talleyrand Park to discuss concepts and the environmental covenants on the adjacent 
property. They are finalizing the concept plan for presentation to Council before preparing the 
land development plan. One concept includes a small encroachment on the adjacent property, 
also owned by the Borough, in a way that would avoid any disturbance to the existing site features 
and facilities, as well as any environmental encumbrances on the adjoining lot. Staff will continue 
to coordinate with the design team in their development and refining of the concept plan before 
Council is asked to endorse it for land development preparation.  This will also need to be 
reviewed by the HARB. 
 
I will continue to be in the office Monday to Wednesday each week and available remotely at any 
time as needed. This concludes my report, unless there are any questions. Thank you! 
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Finance and Administration Committee Report 

 

Committee met on 10/21/25 @ 5:30 in the Oak Room  

Present:  Deb Cleeton, Barbara Dann, Shawna McKean, Johanna Sedgwick, Dave Pribulka 

 

Personnel 

Dave briefed the committee about personnel matters to be brought to Council in Executive Session. 

 

Complete streets resolution 

A draft of a Complete Streets Policy, adapted to the needs of the Borough, was reviewed.  The 
Committee recommends Council adopt a Complete Streets Resolution at the November 3, 2025 
meeting.  Dave will reach out to Illona Ballreich at PSU regarding opportunities for graduate student 
projects. 

 

Guidelines for municipal support for community organizations 

The Borough has recently been approached by several organizations for financial support.  The 
committee would like to establish a policy for municipal support.  Dave will share the Ferguson 
Township policy with the committee for review and guidelines 

 

Fireworks Ordinance 

A draft Fireworks Ordinance and supporting information will be shared with Dave and Chief Witmer for 
review and recommendations. 

 

Governor’s Park Pavilion repairs 

Faith United Methodist Church has offered to perform needed repairs to the pavilions in Governor’s 
Park.  Labor and materials to be supplied by the Church.  Committee recommends that Council approve 
the offer to perform needed repairs to the pavilions in Governor’s Park. 

 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, November 18th at 5:30 in the Oak Room 
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Public Transit Task Force Meeting summary: Tuesday, October 
28th, 2025  

In Attendance: Deb Cleeton, Hugh Mose, Dave Pribulka, Joanne Tosti-Vasey, 
Dave Lomison (CC Office of Transportation), and Greg Kausch (CCMPO) 

 
Quick recap 
 
The meeting focused on reviewing transportation data and performance metrics for Bellefonte 
Borough's transit services over three months, including a discussion of ridership trends and budget 
allocations. The group explored potential funding sources and grant opportunities for transit 
expansion, with plans to develop a comprehensive mission statement and documentation for MPO 
funding in 2027. They also addressed scheduling challenges for upcoming meetings, discussed 
strategies to engage additional townships in transit services, and explored marketing and 
promotional opportunities to increase awareness. 

 
Next steps 

• Dave Lomison: Will look at the county website transit information and send compatible text to 
Dave Pribulka for the Bellefonte Borough website 

• Dave Pribulka: Work with the IT person to get county transit information posted on the 
Bellefonte Borough website 

• Joanne Tosti-Vasey: Include an article about the county transportation service in spring 2025 
borough newsletter 

• Dave Pribulka: Ask Lorraine Mulfinger for letter of support for the Long-Term Transit 
Development Plan project at the meeting on October 28th. 

• Dave Pribulka, Deb Cleeton, and Joanne Tosti-Vasey: Meet on November 19th to draft 
mission statement for transit planning grant 

• Dave Pribulka: Reserve the Oak room for the December 16th meeting at 3 pm. FYI, we 
canceled the November Public Transit Task Force meeting and rescheduled the December 
meeting to avoid the holidays.  

• Joanne Tosti-Vasey: Send calendar invite to Greg Couch for December 16th meeting at 3 
pm (DONE). 

• Greg Kausch: Prepare framework document for transit needs assessment scope to circulate 
a few days before the December 16th meeting 

• Transit Planning Subcommittee: Develop a needs and purpose statement, scope, schedule, 
and budget for supplemental Transit Planning Funds by March-April 2025.  
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• Hugh Mose: Review the needs and purpose statement before the December meeting. 
• Transit Planning Subcommittee: Obtain letters of support from stakeholders after the draft 

document is ready for review.  
• Transit Planning Subcommittee: Identify sources for potential 20% local match funding for 

transit study 
 

Summary 

Transportation Service Performance Review 

The group discussed the performance metrics for the Centre County Transportation Office that the 
borough has been using since July 1st. Lomison noted the consistent trip numbers across the three 
months of data reviewed. Several members of the Task Force shared positive feedback from users who 
had switched to the county services, highlighting the convenience of door-to-door transportation.  

Lomison presented statistics on sponsored trips, including senior trips, medical assistance, and other 
community services, totaling 3,296 trips, with 307 trips sponsored by Bellefonte. (See the attached 
report) He noted that the majority of Bellefonte-sponsored trips were work-related (approximately 40%, 
with most of these five days per week as a standing order) and that ridership was consistent, with 
residents being faithful in using the service and canceling when not needed. Lomison also mentioned 
that even with a potential 20-30% increase in trips, the borough's budget for July-December 2025 would 
still be sufficient. 

The Centre County Office of Transportation expanded the hours of service to accommodate people's 
work schedules. The ride-share program gets people to work for 7 am start times, and the last person (a 
regular) is picked up at 4 pm. The Task Force thanked the Centre County Office of Transportation for the 
expanded service hours to accommodate early work schedules.  

Lomison also mentioned the challenges of recruiting drivers due to medical leave and managing meal 
delivery routes. The Task Force members expressed satisfaction with the service's performance. They 
noted that riders are pleased with the transportation system's direct, detail-oriented approach. Tosti-
Vasey agreed to announce at one of the November meetings that more drivers are needed and that, if 
interested, to contact the county Transportation Office for further information. 

2025 and 2026 Budget Update 

The Task Force discussed the 2025 budget, which includes a $35,000 allocation for public transit, and 
noted that we are likely to stay at or under this amount in 2026 at the current public use rate. We are 
requesting that the $ 35,000 line item for Public Transit be maintained in the 2026 General Budget Fund. 

Subscription-Based Transportation Service Success 

The Task Force discussed the subscription-based transportation service, noting that 30-50% of trips are 
subscription-based. Once a standing reservation is made, it remains in place until the client changes it. 
Lomison, corroborated by Cleeton, highlighted the success of their two-call reminder system for rides, 
which has improved punctuality and customer satisfaction. They also mentioned that drivers actively 
market the service and adapt to individual customer needs, such as using lifts instead of steps for 
accessibility. 
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Borough Transportation Marketing Strategy 

The Task Force discussed the transportation services provided to borough residents, highlighting the 
support from the Board of Commissioners and the need for marketing to increase awareness. They 
considered allocating some of the borough's funds to marketing, such as advertising in the Gazette. No 
decision was made other than Tosti-Vasey agreeing to write an article for the Spring 2026 Borough 
newsletter. 

Lomison also mentioned a similar agreement with CATA for contracted rides from the Centre Region to 
Bellefonte for access to county services, and he addressed misconceptions about cross-county 
transportation services. The discussion also briefly touched on the state budget situation (still not 
passed) and its potential impact on transit funding, as well as concerns about SNAP benefits and their 
effect on local families and employees. 

Transit Funding Planning Strategy 

The group discussed planning for transit funding and documentation needs. Kausch explained that to be 
competitive for MPO funding in 2026 for a grant to be used in 2027 or 2028, we need to develop a 
comprehensive document including need and purpose statements, scope, schedule, and budget by 
spring 2026. He suggested we consider the Supplemental Transportation Planning Fund Grant.  

In addition to the grant application, we need to build a broad coalition of supporters, including local 
government, neighboring municipalities, and major employers like Giant, Weis, Mount Nittany Health, 
Geisinger, Encompass, and CPI. Other possibilities mentioned include DBI, Happy Valley Adventure 
Bureau, the Airport Authority, CATA, and the County Commissioners.  

Pribulka said he would follow up with Lorraine Mulfinger about a letter of support from DBI, and Kausch 
offered to prepare a framework document for the next meeting to help guide the process. 

Transit Grant Proposal Planning Meeting 

The group discussed developing a grant proposal for transit funding, with Kausch offering to help frame 
the document while emphasizing the need for local input and support. Tosti-Vasey suggested creating a 
mission statement before seeking letters of support, and Kausch agreed that this was a good approach 
to ensure supporters understand the project. Pribulka, Cleeton, and Tosti-Vasey decided to create a 
subcommittee to meet in November to draft the mission statement and present it at the next monthly 
meeting. 

Next Transit Task Force Meeting 

The group discussed scheduling conflicts for an upcoming transit meeting on November 25th. The Task 
Force canceled the November meeting (too close to Thanksgiving) and moved the December meeting to 
December 16th at 3 pm, with Kausch planning to circulate a document in advance for review.  

Transit Service Expansion to Other Municipalities 

The Task Force explored the possibility of re-engaging Spring and Benner Townships in transit services, 
noting that Spring Township had previously withdrawn and was not currently interested. However, the 
Task Force suggested community support might change their position. The group agreed to draft a 
mission statement over the next two months to better communicate their goals. They also discussed 
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whether to focus on serving former CATA-contracted communities or expand to new areas, such as 
Walker Township, which has never had transit service despite being part of the regional master plan. 
Note that expanding services to include multiple municipalities is favorably viewed by the grantors. 

Transit Study Funding Discussion 

The Task Force explored potential funding sources for a transit study, with Kausch suggesting a local 
match of around $20,000 —20% of the total project cost —assuming the grant application is for 
$100,000. Bellefonte proposed seeking contributions from various stakeholders (see some ideas listed 
above); meanwhile, we will look to add this match to the 2027 budget in either the Special Projects or 
the Bulk Water Fund. 
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Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Municipality Bellefonte Boro Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year (All) July - September 20205 Mo/Year (All)

Row Labels # of Trips Count of Trip ID Sum of Full Fare Avg Cost/Trip
Bellefonte Borough 307 307 $7,368.50 $24.00
Senior 1734
MATP 626 Service Type Shared Ride
PwD 264 Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Other 365 Mo/Year (All)
Grand Total 3296

Count of Trip ID Sum of Fare Distance Avg Distance/Trip
307 2386.65 7.77

Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Funding Source Bellefonte Borough Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year (All) Mo/Year (All)

Count of Trip ID Column Labels Sum of Full Fare Column Labels
Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total

Shopping 8 4 12 Shopping $172.00 $98.00 $270.00
General Shopping 4 4 General Shopping $98.00 $98.00
Groceries 8 8 Groceries $172.00 $172.00

Work 43 252 295 Work $924.50 $6,174.00 $7,098.50
Grand Total 51 256 307 Grand Total $1,096.50 $6,272.00 $7,368.50
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Q1 2025-2026 (July-September 2025)
Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year (All)

Row Labels Count of Trip ID Sum of Major Funding Source Share
Shopping 12 $210.00
Work 295 $5,623.50
Grand Total 307 $5,833.50
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Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Municipality Bellefonte Boro Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year 07/2025 Mo/Year 07/2025

Row Labels # of Trips Count of Trip ID Sum of Full Fare Avg Cost/Trip
Bellefonte Borough 108 108 $2,580.00 $23.89
Senior 602
MATP 207 Service Type Shared Ride
PwD 95 Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Other 125 Mo/Year 07/2025
Grand Total 1137

Count of Trip ID Sum of Fare Distance Avg Distance/Trip
108 819.26 7.59

Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Funding Source Bellefonte Borough Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year 07/2025 Mo/Year 07/2025

Count of Trip ID Column Labels Sum of Full Fare Column Labels
Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total

Shopping 2 2 Shopping $43.00 $43.00
Groceries 2 2 Groceries $43.00 $43.00

Work 20 86 106 Work $430.00 $2,107.00 $2,537.00
Grand Total 22 86 108 Grand Total $473.00 $2,107.00 $2,580.00
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Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Municipality Bellefonte Boro Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year 08/2025 Mo/Year 08/2025

Row Labels # of Trips Count of Trip ID Sum of Full Fare Avg Cost/Trip
Bellefonte Borough 106 106 $2,537.00 $23.93
Senior 547
MATP 178 Service Type Shared Ride
PwD 97 Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Other 115 Mo/Year 08/2025
Grand Total 1043

Count of Trip ID Sum of Fare Distance Avg Distance/Trip
106 799.15 7.54

Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Funding Source Bellefonte Borough Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year 08/2025 Mo/Year 08/2025

Count of Trip ID Column Labels Sum of Full Fare Column Labels
Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total

Shopping 2 2 Shopping $43.00 $43.00
Groceries 2 2 Groceries $43.00 $43.00

Work 18 86 104 Work $387.00 $2,107.00 $2,494.00
Grand Total 20 86 106 Grand Total $430.00 $2,107.00 $2,537.00
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Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Municipality Bellefonte Boro Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year 09/2025 Mo/Year 09/2025

Row Labels # of Trips Count of Trip ID Sum of Full Fare Avg Cost/Trip
Bellefonte Borough 93 93 $2,251.50 $24.21
Senior 585
MATP 241 Service Type Shared Ride
PwD 72 Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Other 125 Mo/Year 09/2025
Grand Total 1116

Count of Trip ID Sum of Fare Distance Avg Distance/Trip
93 768.24 8.26

Service Type Shared Ride Service Type Shared Ride
Funding Source Bellefonte Borough Funding Source Bellefonte Borough
Mo/Year 09/2025 Mo/Year 09/2025

Count of Trip ID Column Labels Sum of Full Fare Column Labels
Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total Row Labels $21.50 $24.50 Grand Total

Shopping 4 4 8 Shopping $86.00 $98.00 $184.00
General Shopping 4 4 General Shopping $98.00 $98.00
Groceries 4 4 Groceries $86.00 $86.00

Work 5 80 85 Work $107.50 $1,960.00 $2,067.50
Grand Total 9 84 93 Grand Total $193.50 $2,058.00 $2,251.50
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Centre County Library & Historical Museum Board of Trustees Meeting 
Miles-Humes House -Virtual Option 

Thursday, September 25, 2025  
6:00 pm 

 
Trustees Present: Deborah Cleeton, Carl Inglesby, Mary Prendergast, Rhonda Rumbaugh, Bryce 
Taylor, Vickie Barnett 
Trustees Absent: Kathleen Gomez, Jennifer Rosson, Justin Miller 
Staff Present: Michele Reese, Denise Sticha 
Guests Present:  
Call to Order: Carl Inglesby,President, called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. 
 
Public Comments and Correspondence:  
 
Consent Agenda: Rumbaugh made a motion to approve the August 2025 minutes as amended 
and. Seconded by Prendergast. Motion carried. Taylor made a motion to approve the 
Director’s August 2025 Operations Report. Seconded by Cleeton. Motion carried. 
 
Directors Report:  
Cassie update - Sticha reported that the transition from Userful to Cassie went smoothly. 
Andrews has worked with the Cassie support team to help with printing issues that had come 
up. Sticha stated that we opted to use the Windows platform. Discussion followed printing 
abilities and work stations. 
 
Geeting Bequest - Sticha informed the board that we will be receiving funds from the Geeting 
Estate in the amount of $156,000 plus a turtle collection. Further discussion was held regarding 
the funds to be received, how to invest it, and making sure the Geeting name is recognized. 
 
Health Insurance update - Sticha informed the Board that we have changed to Geisinger PPO 
Plan C level funded plan, which will take effect beginning November 1, 2025.   Reese reviewed 
the monthly cost and information regarding the insurance with the board.  At this time there 
will be no increase in the employee payroll deduction  
 
Succession planning issues - Sticha stated that she has been working on succession planning, 
and had run into an issue with the Sam.gov account. Degeratu was listed as a contact and she is 
no longer with Centre County Library. Andrews, Reese, and Sticha have worked on changing the 
email contact and a new email has been created. Sticha is working on job descriptions with staff 
to make sure they are all up to date. There are multiple issues with the files that are currently 
on file, and she will be updating those and placing them in the shared drive once they are 
updated. 
 
County files - Taylor asked about the concerns regarding the County files located in the Museum 
basement. Sticha stated that the Penn State Conservation department will be sending a team to 
look at the basement and give suggestions on how to store the files. Further discussion was 
held regarding the files and Penn State visit.  
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County funding - Sticha stated that she and Collens submitted a letter to the Commissioners 
asking for a 5% increase in County funding.  
 
Finance Report and Investment Summary: Sticha stated that we are currently still watching our  
cash flow. There have been a few Municipal donations that have come in this month.  Sticha 
reviewed the P&L and pointed out the line items for the CH Expansion income and expenses. 
Sticha stated that she will begin working on the budget next month but does not know if we will 
have an increase in County funding and the State budget still has not passed.  Sticha reviewed 
Investments and the CD investment report, and discussed the maturing CD from FNB. Sticha 
stated that funds are tight and we will need to use some of the funds from the maturing CD at 
FNB. The CD is to mature October 13th. Taylor suggested keeping the funds deposited into the 
money market account, and then in a month or two use the funds that were not needed to 
deposit into a new CD. Sticha stated that we have applied for a line of credit through FNB which 
we will be able to use as part of our match for part of the Keystone grant. She is still waiting for 
the paperwork to complete it. There will be a requirement of two signatures needed when a 
funds transfer is needed.  
Barnett made a motion to approve the Finance Reports and Investment Summaries for August  
2025.  Seconded by Prendergast. Motion carried.  
 
New Business: 
Old Business:  
Director Search - Sticha stated that we have received three applications so far. She has sent out 
the  ad once again to see if we may get more applicants. The ad closes October 6, 2025. 
Discussion was held regarding extending the ad,  where the job ad has been placed, and other 
locations to advertise. Inglesby suggested possibly posting the ad with the American Library 
Association. Sticha said that there would be a fee to advertise with them, and she would get 
pricing for the ad if the board wanted her to. Rumbaugh asked about advertising in surrounding 
states like Maryland,and West Virginia. Discussion was held regarding the applications that have 
been received. 
 
Girl Scout Little House and Bellefonte Borough Council work session-  Sticha stated that we are 
on target to make a presentation at the Bellefonte Borough meeting October 6, 2025. Cleeton 
stated that she will make sure that we are on the agenda and asked for information to hand out 
to the board members.  Further discussion was held regarding an amount to ask for a donation 
to help with the project from the borough and other organization commitments. 
 
Keystone Grant - Sticha stated the Keystone Grant application has opened and she has met with 
Natalie Corman from the County. The County will have to submit the application. There are 
resolutions that need to be completed with the county and they will have it on the agenda to 
discuss the resolution November 4th and then vote to approve it November 18, 2025. Sticha is 
working on the information for the grant, and plans to have it ready to submit to Corman by 
October 20th.  The County will charge a 10% fee of the grant amount being requested. Further 
discussion was held regarding the letters needed and the other items needed to submit.  
Application has to be done by Tuesday, November 25, 2025. 
 
Municipal Visits: No discussion. 
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Committee Reports: 
Finance: Cleeton stated that $50,000 was moved from the Centre Hall Expansion checking 
account into a 5 month CD at FNB bank  with a 4.10% rate. Inglesby stated that we have a higher 
investment base since we divided the investment accounts up and we have not really touched 
our accounts. Sticha stated that the portfolios are flexible, and have different goals. Further 
discussion ensued regarding the investments.  
 
Personnel: Nothing to report. 
 
Property:  
Museum –  Sticha stated that the minisplits in her office and the Boardroom have been 
installed. 
 
Bellefonte – Nothing to report. 
 
Centre Hall – Inglesby stated that there is a fence located at the library, and it is in need of 
repairs. He stated that Butler asked if it belonged to the library, school district or the Borough. 
Discussion was held regarding the repair, and or possibly removing it, and who to contact 
regarding ownership of the fence. Rumbaugh stated that she will contact Centre Hall Borough to 
ask about the fence. 
 
Holt –  The window in the stairwell is to be repaired, and Nittany Building Specialties will be 
completing the project.  
 
Bellefonte Little House - Applying for funds to complete the sidewalk replacement. 
 
Fundraising/Development: Rumbaugh stated she is continuing to work on Legacy planning and 
asked about having Schwartz place it on social media. Sticha stated that we could place it in the 
Annual Appeal letter.  
 
Planning: Rumbaugh stated that she is on the Potter Township planning committee, and that 
they have received a report from the County Planning Office for all of Penns Valley, and asked if 
there would be any interest in doing a planning document for the library. 
 
Nomination: Inglesby stated that Prendergast has agreed to completing another term. Sticha 
and Inglesby met with Matt Bonchak to see if he would be interested in the County appointed 
position, and he is interested in the position. Sticha stated that she will submit a letter of 
recommendation to the Commissioners. Cleeton stated that anyone who is interested in filling 
the Bellefonte Borough board position they will need to complete an application to the 
borough. Sticha stated that we will advertise the position on the website.  Barnett made a 
motion to request that the Board of Commissioners appoint Matt Bonchak to fill the County 
board position. 
 
Holt Friends - Continuing to hold book sales and getting the investments accessed. 
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Bellefonte Friends - October 17th Murder and Mocktails is the next planned event at the 
Library. The fee is $30 and there is a signup for it. Barnett stated that Struble had suggested 
using funds to update the Memory Lab configuration in the library. They are holding off on 
replacing the water fountain at this time.  
 
PPVLS- The steak dinner is October 25th. Sticha will be speaking and there will be raffles as well. 
 
Comments for the Good of the Order and Adjournment:  Next meeting is scheduled for  
October 23, 2025 as a hybrid.  Some discussion about moving the meeting to October 30th.  
Sticha will send out an email asking for availability on both dates.  
 
 Barnett made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 pm. Seconded by Taylor. Motion 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michele Reese, Office  Manager 

4 
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Public Safety Committee Agenda 
November 12, 2025 
Page 1 of 5 

 

CENTRE REGION COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
2643 Gateway Drive, Suite 3 

State College, PA 16801 
Phone: (814) 231-3077 ● Fax: (814) 231-3083 ● Website: www.crcog.net 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Hybrid Meeting 
November 12, 2025 

12:15 PM 
GENERAL MEETING INFORMATION 

RSVP To ensure an overall quorum of members, please let us know how you intend to attend: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fp5Lc0hmSQSoMGSNXqfHmg  

Remote 
Participants 

To attend via ZOOM: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fp5Lc0hmSQSoMGSNXqfHmg  
 To attend this meeting by phone: +1 929-205-6099 |  828 5643 3547 

In-Person 
Participants 

COG Building – General Forum Room 
2643 Gateway Drive, State College, PA 16801 

Meeting Contact:  Tammy Strouse   |   email:  tes@crcog.net   |   814-231-3069 

Click here to locate AGENDA and ATTACHMENTS: 
11 November 

Should you desire to annotate any attachments, you may need to download them first. 
 

• The chat feature for this meeting will be disabled.  Upon its conclusion, a recording 
of the meeting will be made available on the COG website. 

• We ask non-voting participants attending remotely to remain muted with their video 
turned off unless recognized to speak. 

• VOTING PROCEDURES: Members will provide their vote by voice.  The Chair will 
seek clarification if the vote is unclear.  For additional information on COG Voting 
Procedures, please click HERE. 

• PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES: Members of the public may comment on items 
not already on the agenda (five minutes per person).  Comments relating to specific 
items on the agenda should be deferred until that point in the meeting.  For 
additional information on COG public meeting guidelines, please click HERE. 

• ACCESSIBILITY: The COG is committed to making its public meetings accessible to 
persons with disabilities. For special accommodations, please visit us online at 
www.crcog.net/accessiblemeetings or contact COG Administration at 
admin@crcog.net before the meeting. 

• NOTE: To access agendas and minutes of previously held meetings and learn more 
about the COG Public Safety Committee on our website. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Hybrid Meeting 
November 12, 2025 

12:15 PM 
 

AGENDA SUMMARY   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

3. NEW AGENDA ITEMS 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

5. ACTIVE VIOLENCE TRAINING 

6. STAFF UPDATES 

7. OTHER BUSINESS 

8. CALENDAR 

9. REFERENCE LINKS 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

Bellefonte Borough Council Packet November 17, 2025

Page 88 of 112



CENTRE REGION COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
2643 Gateway Drive, Suite 3 

State College, PA 16801 
Phone: (814) 231-3077 Fax: (814) 231-3083 Website: www.crcog.net 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Hybrid Meeting 
November 12, 2025 

12:15 PM 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 

The Chair will convene the meeting.  Staff will take roll call of committee members. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Members of the public are invited to comment on any items not already on the agenda 
(five minutes per person, please).  Comments relating to specific items on the agenda 
should be deferred to that point in the meeting.  Submitted comments will be read into 
the record by the Recording Secretary at the appropriate time in the meeting. 
 

3. NEW AGENDA ITEMS 
 
In accordance with state law, members may not take official action on a matter unless 
it is included on the meeting agenda or is de minimis in nature. For more information 
on exceptions to the agenda requirement, please see the Reference Links Section of 
this agenda. 
 
Ideally, items for future agendas should be proposed to the Chair, Committee staff, or 
the COG Executive Director. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Action) 
 

A copy of the October 14, 2025, COG Public Safety Committee meeting minutes is enclosed.  
 

5. ACTIVE VIOLENCE TRAINING (Information) - Presented by Jonathan Risely 
 
At the October Public Safety Committee meeting, the Committee forwarded a 
recommendation to the Executive Committee that the General Forum proceed with 
Active Violence Training at both the General Forum level and in individual 
municipalities in early 2026, after the appointment of newly elected officials.  
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Additionally, it was recommended that individual elected officials take FEMA’s free 
online training, IS-907, “Active Shooter:  What You Can Do.” 
 
At the October General Forum meeting, members approved staff to coordinate with the 
police department to plan an in-person Active Violence/Run, Hide, Fight training to be 
held early 2026, immediately following a General Forum meeting.  
 
However, FEMA’s online training programs have been canceled or postponed due to 
the federal government shutdown.  Staff are exploring alternative options for this 
training and have agreed to have the Public Safety Committee re-evaluate the issue. 
 
The Committee and staff will continue the discussion of Active Violence Training 
beyond the planned 2026 training.  
  

6. STAFF UPDATES 
 

COG Staff will provide updates on the following topics: 

 Centre Region Code Administration (Walt Schneider) – The Codes Director will 
report on current items. 

 Regional Fire Protection Program (Shawn Kauffman) – The Fire Director will 
report on current items. 

 Centre Region Emergency Management (Jonathan Risley) – The Emergency 
Management Coordinator will report on current items. 

7. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A. Matter of Record -  The New Construction building permit reports (permits issued, 
                                         permits closed, and statistical) are enclosed. 

B. Matter of Record – The Existing Structures statistical report is enclosed. 
C. Matter of Record – Alpha’s False Alarm report is enclosed. 
D. Matter of Record – Alpha’s monthly statistical report is enclosed. 

 
8. CALENDAR 

 

Click the COG and Municipal Meeting Calendar to view a calendar with upcoming COG 
committee, General Forum, and municipal meetings. 

 
9. REFERENCE LINKS 
 

Repositories of information have been assembled for use by elected officials and COG 
staff: 

• Governance policies, procedures, and other related documents can be viewed 
on SharePoint by clicking here or going to https://www.crcog.net/governance.  

• Updates on current COG Studies and Projects can be found by clicking here.  
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• The COG’s Program Preface is online at https://www.crcog.net/preface. The 
Program Preface is designed to educate current, prospective, and incoming 
elected officials, as well as prospective and current staff, municipal officials, 
and others, by providing historical background information for each of the COG 
Budgets.  

• COG Facilities Reference information can be found at: 
https://crcogonline.sharepoint.com. The Facilities Committee uses this 
information as a collection point and a resource for new members of the 
Committee and others.  

• New Agenda Items – Expanded Exception Descriptions: 
 
For emergency business: A public agency may take official action at a meeting 
on a matter of agency business relating to a real or potential emergency 
involving “clear and present danger to life or property,” regardless of whether 
public notice was given for the meeting. 
For business arising within 24 hours before the meeting: A public agency may 
take official action on a matter of agency business that is not listed on the 
meeting agenda if (1) the matter arises or is brought to the attention of the COG 
within the 24 hours before the meeting and (2) the matter is de minimis in nature 
and does not involve expenditure of funds or entering into a contract or 
agreement. 
For business arising during the meeting: If a resident or taxpayer brings a 
matter of agency business that is not listed on the meeting agenda to the 
attention of the COG, members may take official action to refer the matter to 
staff, if applicable, to research the matter for inclusion on the agenda of a future 
meeting, or, if the matter is de minimis in nature and does not involve the 
expenditure of funds or entering into a contract or agreement, the COG may take 
official action on the matter. 
If approved by a majority vote of members, the proposed new agenda item(s) will 
be placed on the agenda at the Chair's discretion. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

ENCLOSURES 
Item # Description 
04  October 14, 2025, Draft Meeting Minutes 

       07A October 2025 New Construction building permit reports (permits issued, 
permits closed, and statistical) 

       07B October 2025 Existing Structures statistical  
07C October 2025 Alpha’s false alarm report  
07D October 2025 Alpha’s monthly statistical report 
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   NITTANY VALLEY JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes of 9/18/2025 

 Spring Township 
 

Call to Order: 6:01 pm  

Pledge of Allegiance  

Roll Call 

 JAN 
‘25 

MAR 
‘25 

MAY 
‘25 

JUL 
‘25 

SEP 
‘25 

NOV 
‘25 

JAN 
‘26 

MAR 
‘26 

MAY 
‘26 

JUL 
‘26 

SEP 
‘26 

NOV 
‘26 

Doug Johnson X  X N X        
Dave Lomison X   O X        
Vacant             
Kathy Evey  X  X M X        
Orie Hanley  X X  E         
Archie Gettig X X X E X        
Dave Capperella    T         
Jeff Kranch X X  I X         
Zane Sherman  X X X N X        
Bill Workman    G         
QUORUM 7 4 4  6        

      

Guests  

� Herb Chapman, Marion Township Supervisor 
� Vaughn Zimmerman, Spring Township Zoning Officer 
� Liz Lose, Centre County Planning Office 
� Lisa Hovies, Marion Township resident 
� James Burris, Marion Township resident 
� Deb Kern, Marion Township resident 
� Ken Roan, Marion Township resident 
� Anne Messner, Centre County MPO 
� Caitlin Glagola, Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
� Lisa Ford, Marion Township resident 
� Lisa Miller, Marion Township resident 

 

Ms. Evey asked for a motion to modify the agenda to place guest speaker Caitlan Glagola before the Public 
Comments and Items Not on the Agenda section. Mr. Lomison motioned. Mr. Johnson seconded. Motion 
carried. 
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Guest Speaker – Caitlan Glagola, Chesapeake Bay Foundation | Little Fishing Creek Watershed Plan 

Ms. Glagola distributed the Little Fishing Creek Watershed map. She discussed previously completed watershed 
plans and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s coordination with the Centre County Conservation District. Ms. 
Glagola explained that the plan will be both data-driven and community-driven as she is seeking input from a 
diverse group of stakeholders, including the Amish community. Ms. Glagola informed the members and guests 
that the plan will detail non-regulatory best management practices that landowners can apply to improve water 
quality in the watershed. Best management practices can include stream buffers, road improvements, and 
assessing road crossings for non-point source pollutions. Ms. Glagola stated that she is facilitator in the planning 
process. Members inquired about the completion timeline. Ms. Glagola estimated a 2-year timeframe. Members 
asked what information she may need from the municipalities. Ms. Glagola expressed interest in any future land 
use plans and proposed zoning revisions. Ms. Glagola provided her business card and members encouraged her 
to reach out and have individual discussions with each of the member municipalities. The map is attached. 

Public Comments/Questions/items not on agenda 

Ms. Evey asked the public if they would like to make comments for items on the agenda. The public informed 
the commission that they would hold their comments and questions for later. 

Secretary’s Report  

Ms. Evey asked Ms. Lose to address the Secretary’s Report. Ms. Lose informed the members that the May 2025 
meeting minutes would need to be modified to reflect that Ms. Sharon Royer was not a guest as captured in the 
minutes. Mr. Johnson motioned to approve the modified minutes. Mr. Kranch seconded. Minutes approved. 

Communication and Bills 

Dinner Invoice – $62.64. Motion to reimburse Spring Township made by Mr. Lomison. Seconded by Mr. 
Johnson. Motion carried.  

Reports of Officers 

Financial Report – Treasurer Mr. Kranch reported a balance of $991.55. Mr. Sherman motioned to approve the 
Financial Report. Mr. Gettig seconded. Motion carried.  

Discussion Topics/Old Business:  

• Future Land Use 
o Ms. Lose stated that she will be reaching out to the municipal planning commissions to review the future 

land use maps and returning with changes for the commission to review in coming weeks. Mr. Gettig 
inquired when Ms. Lose would begin meeting with the planning commissions. Ms. Lose informed the 
members that a Community Planner has been hired with a start date of October 6 so anytime thereafter she 
will be scheduling to get the new planner and herself on the planning commissions’ agendas. 

Discussion Topics New Business: 

• MPO Update 
o Ms. Messner distributed the MPO September Information handout and the Active Transportation 

Plan implementation chart. Ms. Messner addressed the following: 
 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) that alert motorists to pedestrians or bicyclists waiting 

to use or in a crosswalk. Highway Safety money is available for the installation of RRFBs but match 
money is required by the municipality as well as responsibility in operations / maintenance. 
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 The Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan was adopted September 17, 2025. 
 The MPO is working towards their safety goals under the “Vision Zero” concept to eliminate traffic 

fatalities and serve injuries. 
 The MPO received a “Safe Streets For All” (SS4A) grant to analyze rural lane departure crashes and 

complete a sidewalk inventory within all boroughs. 
 Ms. Messner asked the members to take the Active Transportation Plan Implementation chart back 

to their municipalities and mark off which goals / strategies the municipality is working towards. Ms. 
Messner requested a response by December 1, 2025. 
 

o Ms. Messner covered the request to fill the vacancy on the MPO Technical Committee for a Nittany 
Valley representative. 
Mr. Lomison and Mr. Johnson informed the members that Gina Thompson, Bellefonte Planner / 
Zoning Officer / HARB, expressed interest in serving as the Nittany Valley MPO Technical Committee 
representative. Mr. Johnson explained that he serves as the Nittany Valley representative on the 
MPO Coordinating Committee and that the region has been without a Tech Committee 
representative for nearly 2 years. Ms. Messner explained that each municipality will approve Ms. 
Thompson’s appointment and send an appointment letter to her. Mr. Johnson, Ms. Messner, and 
Ms. Lose agreed upon getting Ms. Thompson’s resume, sending it to the municipalities, and 
forwarding municipal appointment letters to the MPO. 
 

• Marion Township ReZoning 
 

Ms. Evey opened the floor for public comments and questions regarding the proposed rezoning of 
properties in Marion Township at the Interstate 80 Local Access Interchange (Walt Road).  
 
James Burris, Marion Township resident: Mr. Burris asked the commission members if they had seen a 
copy of the proposed area of rezoning. Mr. Burris expressed concern that the proposed rezoning and 
proposed commercial activity will cause groundwater issues for residents. 
 
Lisa Ford, Marion Township resident: Ms. Ford expressed concern with the proposed rezoning and 
proposed commercial activity given the area has no public water, no public sewer, contains Karst geology, 
and steep slopes. Ms. Ford referenced a PennDOT noise report and expressed concerns about increased 
noise and light pollution. Ms. Ford expressed that the route 26 betterment project should be considered 
with the proposed commercial activity at the local access interchange. Ms. Ford asked the commission to 
consider the resources available to them with the rezoning decision. 
 
Ken Roan, Marion Township resident: Mr. Roan expressed concerns about what impacts commercial 
activity at the local access interchange will have on water wells and septic systems. Mr. Roan referenced 
the truck traffic related to the quarry and asked what the quarry traffic will be with the new interchange. 
Mr. Roan referenced a PennDOT plan that had sited the interchange at Hublersburg Ridge Road instead of 
Walt Road. Mr. Roan expressed concerns with current traffic patterns on route 26 related to school bus 
routes. Mr. Roan explained that school buses are not driving into developments to pick up students, 
including his grandchildren, but bus stops are on Jacksonville Road which is a safety issue. 

 
Additional discussion took place about the Susquehanna River Basin Commission’s (SRBC) identified groundwater 
recharge areas. The SRBC study handout is attached. 
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• Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission Implementation Agreement and the Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Planning Code Article XI pursuant to intergovernmental cooperative planning and implementation 
agreements 

 
Ms. Lose reviewed the Implementation Agreement and explained the rezoning review provisions to 
the commission members. Ms. Lose explained that the County Planning Office must be notified and 
given a 30-day review and comment period for municipal zoning amendments. The Nittany Valley 
municipalities have an additional 15 days to review and provide comments. Ms. Lose stated that the 
member municipalities do not often give comments on rezoning proposals in member 
municipalities but may do so if a proposal is viewed as impactful or detrimental to the township 
proposing the rezoning or, to the region overall. Ms. Lose cited Section 1103 of the planning code 
that allows multiple municipalities that have an adopted regional comprehensive plan and an 
intergovernmental cooperative planning / implementation agreement to share land uses as a 
region. The public inquired if she could provide an example. Ms. Lose explained that Adult Oriented 
Businesses and Manufactured Home Parks are two land uses that are not provided for in every 
Nittany Valley municipality but are hosted by Benner Township and Benner and Walker Townships, 
respectfully. 
 

Planning / Zoning Updates 
 
� Bellefonte: The Waterfront developer has offered up additional land development plan changes. There is 

no start date / timeline and the revised plan may be subject to resubmission and review. The borough 
hired an interim manager. 
 

� Benner: The Amazon Warehouse is nearly ready for occupancy. The Candlewood Hotel is near ready. 
Chipolte is acquiring permits. Single Family Dwelling permits / construction is steady. The Bellefonte 
Airport campground plan was conditionally approved with 40+ conditions attached. 
 

� Marion: Building permits for a single-family dwelling and shed, and a permit for cellular tower equipment 
at 1601 Jacksonville Road. 
 

� Spring: Logan Green came in with a revised land development plan to retain the same number of dwelling 
units but eliminate the duplexes and construct townhomes and single-family dwellings. Bridle Ridge 
subdivision plan conditionally approved. A proposed duplex outside of Pleasant Gap is causing 
consternation. The BOS proposes to rezone the Lutz property on Zion Road from Light Industrial / 
Interchange Commercial to Residential / Highway Commercial.  
 

� Walker: No land development or subdivision activity to report. 
 

Information / Announcements / Correspondence 
Mr. Lomison reported that the Centre County Government’s Community Services Building is now occupied by 
the Human Services Departments. Mr. Lomison remarked that the renovation and upgrades were very well done. 

 
Adjournment Motion by Mr. Johnson. Seconded by Mr. Gettig. Meeting adjourned at 7:02 pm. 
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AGENDA 
Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission 

 

Thursday, November 20, 2025 at 6 pm 
Benner Township 1224 Buffalo Run Rd, Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Call to Order 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call 
 
Public Comments for Items Not on the Agenda 
 
Secretary’s Report:    
 
• Minutes of September 18, 2025 (attached) 
• Kristina Bassett, Community Planner 

  
Communications and Bills:   
 
• Dinner Invoice 
• Attorney Louis Glantz | Curative Amendment (attached) 

 
Reports of Officers:  
   
• Financial Report: (attached) 

 
Discussion Topics / Old Business: 
• Future Land Use | scheduling municipal meetings 
• MPO Technical Committee | NVJPC Representative | Gina Thompson 

 
Discussion Topics / New Business: 
• County Transportation Update 
• Legal Advertising for 2026 (attached) 
• Website updates | https://centrecountypa.gov/3605/Regional-Planning-Commissions 
• 2026 NVJPC Survey | https://arcg.is/1mnCKL1  | (attached) 

 
Planning and Zoning Updates:  
• Bellefonte 
• Benner 
• Marion 
• Spring 
• Walker 

 
Information / Announcements / Correspondence:   

• PSU Extension Webinar: Data Centers https://extension.psu.edu/data-centers-in-pennsylvania-why-here-why-now
 Free | December 11 at 11 AM 
 

Adjournment 

2025-2026 Officers: 

Chairman:   Kathy Evey 

Vice Chair:  Doug Johnson  

Treasurer:   Jeff Kranch 

Secretary:  Planning Staff 

 

2026 Meeting Schedule: 

January 15th Marion 

March 19th Walker 

May 21st  Bellefonte 

July 16th  Spring 

September 17th Benner 

November 19th Marion 
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THE NITTANY VALLEY JOINT RECREATION AUTHORITY 
301 North Spring Street, Suite 200 

 Bellefonte, PA 16823  
 
 

 
November 3, 2025 
 
 
 
Bellefonte Borough Council 
301 North Spring Street 
Bellefonte, PA  16823 
 
Dear Bellefonte Borough Council, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to address the Council at the October 20 meeting. In addition to the information 
the Nittany Valley Joint Recreation Authority representatives presented at the meeting, this communication 
provides our specific request for support to the NVJRA for the Kepler Pool project. 
 
As you are aware, the NVJRA has been working diligently for several years to secure grants to support the 
rebuild of Kepler Pool. The Authority has recently been awarded a significant grant through PA Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources (National Parks Service, Land and Water Conservation Fund) in the amount 
of $1,475,826 to rebuild Kepler Pool. The award is a dollar-for-dollar match with $1,077,171 secured. The 
secured match includes the following: 
 

Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development -- $500,000 
ARPA Funds Awarded through Centre County Commissioners -- $110,000 
Municipal contributions -- $329,800 (represented 100% of the required match in 2018) 
Funds on account with the NVJRA -- $100,000 
Community donations to date -- $37,371 

 
While the match contributions are significant, a gap of $398,655 exists and a plan for closure of the gap must be 
identified before the NVJRA can accept the contract with DCNR and proceed. (This gap results from a highly 
anticipated 2024 grant that did not come to fruition as expected.) 
 
To further complicate the grant issue, both secured grants for match ($500,000 and $110,000) are slated to 
expire on June 30, 2026 and September 30, 2026, respectively. Although there may be opportunities to request 
extensions on those grant funds, the Authority has been advised to hold the request until the new calendar year. 
Losing these matching funds would be detrimental to the success of the project. It is essential that we close the 
funding gap at this time and get the project started. Doing so will enable the Authority to incur the expenses 
associated with the match grants and expend the funds by their expiration dates. Delays in closing the gap will 
extend the construction timeline and result in increased costs. 
 
Two grant applications are pending to the PA Department of Economic and Community Development for 
$317,314 and $5,000 and another to a local foundation. In addition to the pending grant applications, the NVJRA 
has identified several other funding opportunities which will open in the new year. If any of these grants are 
funded, the gap will be reduced; however, decisions on these grants will not occur in an acceptable timeline for 
the DCNR grant. 
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November 3, 2025 
 
 
The request to the four member municipalities which established the NVJRA (Bellefonte Borough, Benner 
Township, Spring Township, and Walker Township) is to provide support by agreeing to assist with closing the 
gap as we know it currently -- $398,655). We propose that the municipal cost share mirrors the same formula 
that is applied in the Fair Share Agreement per the attached document. The share for Bellefonte Borough is 
$103,650 which is 26% of the total based on the 2020 population of 6,105. 
 
Closing the funding gap can be accomplished through several ways to the benefit of the Borough. Some options 
are a direct contribution over a period of two to three years or a pledge to support the debt service on a line of 
credit over that period. As additional grants are funded, the gap will be reduced accordingly and the NVJRA will 
update the municipalities on the reduced commitment. Funds committed by the Borough per this request would 
be the last to be drawn on (to allow for other funding sources to offset) and may never be needed or needed at 
a reduced level. 
 
While we understand the Authority’s request can be defined as somewhat undefined or uncertain, it is the 
reality of where the NVJRA is at this time with all details revealed as we know them. There are often 
uncertainties when planning large capital projects and we have done the very best we can to share the current 
situation and the urgency in moving forward quickly. 
 
The Kepler Pool project has become a labor of love for the representatives of the NVJRA who have worked 
tirelessly over many years to secure funding for this loved community recreational asset. The NVJRA is finally as 
close as it has ever been to reaching goals to fund the project. We fear that if we are unable to secure funds for 
the project soon, grants will have to be relinquished, and the future of Kepler Pool will not be positive. A 
commitment from each municipality as requested will help to ensure that this project can move forward.  
 
If a community pool continues to be a regional priority, working together to make it happen is essential. Also, 
a timely response to this request for support is critical to the success of the project. 
 
We are happy to provide additional information and respond to questions. Thank you for your time and 
consideration in supporting this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mike Musser, Chair, NVJRA    Cindy Kunes, Co-Chair, NVJRA 
president.nvri@gmail.com    cakunes@gmail.com 
814-933-8967      814-383-0081 
 
 
Attachment:  NVJRA Municipal Fair Share Contributions 
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Percent
2020 Population Fair Share Contribution of Total

Bellefonte Borough 6105 $6,105.00 26%
Benner Township 4582 $4,582.00 20%
Spring Township 7979 $7,979.00 34%
Walker Township 4596 $4,596.00 20%
Total 23262 $23,262.00 100%

Share of Percent
2020 Population Projected Shortfall of Total

Bellefonte Borough 6105 $103,650.30 26%
Benner Township 4582 $79,731.00 20%
Spring Township 7979 $135,542.70 34%
Walker Township 4596 $79,731.00 20%
Total 23262 $398,655.00 100%

cak
11.3.25

Funding Gap for Match on DCNR/LWCF Grant = $398,655

Nittany Valley Joint Recreation Authority
Municipal Fair Share Contributions*
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Funding Received and Allocated for Match Status Amount Match
PA DCNR/LWCF Award notification 9/25; Award dates 6/10/25 - 6/09/28 1,475,826.00$         
Centre County ARPA Contract ends 9/30/26 110,000.00$             
PA DCED Local Share Account Contract ends 6/30/26; extension possible 500,000.00$             
Bellefonte Borough Funds received (based on pool usage data from YMCA) 140,000.00$             
Benner Township Funds received (based on pool usage data from YMCA) 50,000.00$                
Spring Township Funds received (based on pool usage data from YMCA) 102,300.00$             
Walker Township Funds received (based on pool usage data from YMCA) 37,500.00$                
NVJRA match commitment Funds on account 100,000.00$             
Community donations to date Funds on account 37,371.00$                

  Total secured funding 1,475,826.00$         1,077,171.00$          

Gap in match; required for PA DCNR/LWCF award* 398,655.00$              

*Gap is a result of 2025 GTRP grant application not funded and 2023 GTRP grant scope for 
bathhouse not applicable to pool

Pending Grant Applications

PA DCED Local Share Account Pending review - late 2025 or early 2026; requires legislative support 317,314.00$             
PA DCED Neighborhood Assistance Program - 2025 Pending review - late 2025 5,000.00$                  

Gap in match if above applications are funded in full 76,341.00$                 

Unknown costs

Project/construction Manager Received one informal quote of $80,000 - $100,000
Grantsmanagement/technical support

Contingency funds (grants did not allow for contingency)

Unaccounted increased costs

Rescoping of NVJRA Match to GTRP for bathhouse* Potential match of up to $144,855; minimum of $32,496

Upcoming Opportunities
Centre Foundation/Centre Gives Potential to apply in March 2026
Happy Valley Adventure Bureau Tourism Grant Potential to apply in Winter 2026 or 2027
PA Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program Potential to apply for future phases of project
Louis Silvi Recreational Grant Potential to apply in early 2026
Community and Business Donations Assistance needed for solicitations
Potential future capital campaign for amenities Assistance needed to build campaign

Additional Grants Received

PA DCED Greenways Trails & Recreation - 2022 Contract ends 6/20/26; supports bathhouse renovations* 184,145.00$             

PA DCED Neighborhood Assistance Program - 2024
Complete; provided funds for design and new fencing around perimeter of pool (for safety and 
security) 75,000.00$               

PA DCED Tourism Grant - 2019 Complete; provided funds for early designs 60,000.00$               

10/18/2025 cak

NVJRA Grant and Funding Overview as of October 2025
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Please review the two attached photos below. Costs are listed below for the 
Panels and the tables. 

 
 
See Drawing of yours with a dimensioned sketch of wall, using 82”h panels. 
In order for the Wall to be freestanding, I must use a 90-degree panel every 11 Ft. 
  +The 60”w Panels on each end serve as a solid 90-degree anchor for the wall. 
  ++I made the panels 36”w and 24”w to make them more manageable to take apart 
       and move.  An 82” x 36” panel weighs 45 Lbs. 
  -Solid Blue fabric with Dark grey trim-SEE PIC 
Panels 
  Quantity   Size              Price Ea.  Total 
           5           82/24’w       $220           $1,100 
           9           82/36            $266           $2,128 
           2           82/60            $288               $576 
Delivery & Setup +                                  $274 
  Tools & Training of how to change 
TOTAL                                                         $4,078 
  
Tables-Grey Tops and Grey Bases 
         9           60”l x 30”d   $244          $2,196 
Delivery and Setup                                    $82 
TOTAL                                                         $2,278 
GRAND TOTAL                                       $6,356 
Deposit 50%                                    

 

I have also ask if my contact has any Electronic Retractable Screen to go left 
or right rear wall. He has none in stock, but will look around. 

 
 

Randy 
 

Randall Brachbill  
Bellefonte Borough Council 
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2025 Goals Update as of October 20, 2025 
Goals Completed in 2025 

• Appoint/re-appoint volunteers to Authorities, Boards and Commissions 

o Completed for most ABCs  

• Monitor Real Estate Tax Collections by County with new vendor in place 

o Per Deb Burger, new vendor is functioning well despite some initial “hiccups”. Residents 

are getting accustomed to the new system but it is operating as designed.  

• Complete a street paving project  

o Completed. 

• Complete renovations to 1st Floor Police Department Space  

o Completed.  

• Complete review/update of police policy and procedures 

o Initial review completed 

• Install stamped crosswalks on South Spring Street between High and Bishop Streets  

o Completed. 

• Update the loading/unloading zone ordinances  

o Completed and codified. 

• Rehabilitate the upper restroom building at Governors Park  

o Complete. Completed Summer 2025 

• Begin to replace aging Streetlight Poles on Allegheny and W. Linn, hire contractor to assist with 

re-wiring of street lights  

o Completed. 

 

 

Ongoing Goals 
• Appoint/re-appoint volunteers to Authorities, Boards and Commissions 

o Ongoing: There are still vacancies on the Bellefonte Borough Planning Commission, 

Zoning Hearing Board, HARB (alternate), BAIDA, Civil Service Commission 

(alternate), Vacancy Board, and Centre County Airport Authority. 

• Appoint/re-appoint volunteers to Authorities, Boards and Commissions 

o Completed and ongoing  

• Continue to review/update of police policy and procedures 

o Ongoing. 

• Continue task force for public transit options  

o Finance & Admin Committee and the Bellefonte Public Transit Task Force will be 

soliciting names for inclusion on a regional committee. These are to be individuals with 

an interest in expanding regional public transit. 

• Consider adopting community and economic development initiatives where possible 

o Ongoing. 

• Ensure property maintenance codes are up to date and adhered to  

o Ongoing. Council could reconsider implementing the 2023 Property Maintenance Code. 

FYI, the rest of the contracted municipalities will be implementing this code effective 
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January 1, 2026. Council will likely hear a request to amend the code to “grandfather” 

certain aged structures to exempt them from the 7’ ceiling height requirement for rental 

housing. 

• Continue steps necessary for Big Spring cover project  

o Ongoing. Design is complete and conversations are taking place regarding additional 

funding availability before going to bid on cover and associated landscaping/site 

improvements. 

• Continue to repair/replace aging infrastructure as funds allow   

o Ongoing. 

• Have contractor check sewer lines for infiltration and inflow 

o Ongoing. 

• Progress with traffic light signal installation at Parkview and Zion Road 

o In progress – County Liquid Fuels grant application has been submitted and the project 

has been awarded. The estimated completion date is October 15, 2026, but that may vary 

depending on material procurement and construction scheduling. 

• Utilize new stump grinder to grind all stumps in the ROW so we can accurately enforce the Shade 

Tree ordinance. Remove all stumps at Governor’s Park as well. 

o Ongoing but not complete. 

• Continue to foster the development and participation of the Centre County Borough’s Association 

o Ongoing. 

• Encourage Elected Officials to attend at least one of the two annual Borough Association 

conferences 

o Ongoing. Funds to attend conferences are budgeted annually. 

• Continue promotion of the LERTA Program  

o Ongoing.  

• Determine lighting for crosswalks and find grant funding if possible 

o Ongoing. Improvements have been made to crosswalk lighting. 

• Finalize Transfer of Potter Street Property from SEDA-COG Railroad 

o Ongoing. Subdivision has been completed and needs approval before recording. An 

appropriation is included in the 2026 Bulk Water Fund for the completion of a feasibility 

study for the connecting trail. This would be a candidate project for DCNR grant funding 

to construct once study and design are complete. 

• Borough website improvements as budget allows  

o Ongoing but progress has been made. 

 

 

Needs Further Work 
• Follow-up on STMP Recommendations 

o Consider revising to “Update the STMP and evaluate DCED Municipal Assistance 

Program to evaluate opportunities for regionalized services”. 

• Continue the electronic archival of Borough maps 

o This has stalled but Dave Pribulka is meeting with Ilona Ballreich of the PSU 

Sustainability Institute about getting another intern to resume digitizing maps and 

documents. October 2025 

• Review “Complete Streets” Initiatives and implement where possible  
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o Draft policy has been developed. Dave is meeting with the Sustainability Institute as PSU 

to evaluate a student group project per the Streets Committee’s discussion. 

• Follow-up on STMP Recommendations 

o Consider revising to “Update the STMP and evaluate DCED Municipal Assistance 

Program to evaluate opportunities for regionalized services”. 

• Improve/strengthen Junior Council Member Program  

o No update. Alyssa is in contact with Kris Cardiff, Trafford Borough Council President, to 

discuss revamping the JCP at Bellefonte.  

• Meet with BASD Reps discuss long-term funding of Governors Park Ballfield  

o No update. 

• Meet with community economic development organizations to hear “State of Affairs” 

o No update.  

• Continue to automate WWTP operations with the goal of reducing the need for third shift 

o Not complete. 

• Continue development of an asset management and Capital Improvement Plan for all departments 

o Not complete. 

• Hire winter seasonal staff to clear snow from waterfront walkway and steps  

o Public Works is considering retaining summer seasonal staff for winter maintenance of 

public spaces. Not complete. 

• Work with Fire Executive Board/Advise on budget enhancement process 

o Not complete. 

Add New Goal 
• Continue to build a well-trained workforce and maintain a safe work environment by funding and 

enabling training for staff to improve workplace safety.  

• Finance and Administration Committee recommends Council consider rejoining the Pennsylvania 

Municipal League. 

o  If there is interest, Dave Pribulka can arrange to have someone present to Council in 

2026 on the available programs and benefits. 

• Finance and Administration Committee discussed the possibility of expanding the LERTA to be 

available for residential uses and redevelopment.  

o No recommendation at this point. Further discussion needed. 

• Consider how to integrate AI/GPT, Data Analysis for effectiveness and efficiency 
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Membership is open to cities, boroughs, 
townships, home rule communities and towns. 

The League engages Pennsylvania municipal 
leaders and lawmakers to strengthen local 
government and the communities you serve.

The League is member driven and governed by 
a board of locally elected officials and municipal 
management professionals from across the 
commonwealth. 

The League keeps you connected to state and 
federal issues that are important to you and your 
municipality. 

The League provides programs and services that 
give you, as local leaders, the tools and knowledge 
needed to better serve your community.

MEMBER 
BENEFITS

STRENGTH 
THROUGH
ENGAGEMENT

Mission:
The Pennsylvania Municipal League 

strengthens and empowers effective 
local government through advocacy, 

education, and support for our 
members.

PML.org 

414 North Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101

John S. Brenner
Executive Director

Find Out How Direct Membership 
To The League Benefits Your

Municipality Today. 

Call Chris Lucco, Director of 
Marketing & Membership, at 

717-236-9469, ext. *238
clucco@pml.org

Bellefonte Borough Council Packet November 17, 2025

Page 107 of 112



“
”

State & Federal Legislative Advocacy
• Promotes legislation that is beneficial to members
• �Maintains an active, year-round presence in the State 

Capitol lobbying for municipal interests
• �Protects the rights of members by participating in 

legal proceedings and by filing amicus curiae briefs 
on behalf of members

• Relationship with National League of Cities

Research & Inquiry Service
This service provides members with data and 
information on a vast array of municipal topics.
Members may request information and materials on 
municipal issues.

Professional Development

League Initiatives  

• Annual Municipal Leadership Summit 
• Legislative Conference 
• Elected Officials Leadership Training 
• Labor and Employment Law Conference 
• Sustainability Conference
• Risk Management Conference

Commonwealth Sponsored Initiatives
Administered by The League

• PA Construction Codes Academy (PCCA)
• PA Training Hub (PATH)
• Floodplain Management

About 
Membership

Publications
• �Municipal Reporter e-magazine – distributed 6 times/year
• League Link – bimonthly e-newsletter
• Legislative Locator – bimonthly legislative e-update

Signature Programs & Services
• �Public Employer Labor Relations Advisory Service (PELRAS) – 

provides training, a labor newsletter, and expert legal help at 
discounted rates.

• �Municipal Utility Alliance (MUA) – assists municipalities in the 
procurement of electricity and natural gas, at a competitive rate 
through a preferred supplier.

• �GrantFinder – a real-time, online searchable database of more 
than 7,400 eligible grants for which local governments may 
apply.

• �Municipal Job Junction+ (MJJ+) – real-time job postings and 
classified advertisements at PML.org.

• �Sustainable Pennsylvania Community Certification – free online 
certification system that provides a structure and performance 
platform for recognition of municipalities as they embrace 
sustainable policies and programs.

• �Civics and You: Your Key to Pennsylvania Local Government 
–  free e-book to supplement high school courses on the study of 
government and citizenship, providing a much-needed primer 
on Pennsylvania’s rich history and system of government at the 
local and state levels.

• �Local Public Procurement Program (L3P) – This service 
simplifies the purchasing process via assistance with 
commonwealth contracts, a quarterly contracts checklist, and 
information on a variety of statewide cooperative purchasing 
opportunities.

Municipal Insurance Trusts 
Designed specifically for Pennsylvania municipalities

• PennPRIME Workers’ Compensation
• PennPRIME Property & Liability
• U•COMP Unemployment Compensation

Affiliates 
Through member services and programs as well as 
secretariat services, The League reaches more than 1,100 
local governments:
• �Association for Pennsylvania Municipal Management 

(APMM)
• �Pennsylvania State Association of Township 

Commissioners (PSATC)

Corporate Partners
• Business Leaders Network (BLN)
• �Associate Membership

League Members receive a reduced 
membership fee when joining 

PennPRIME or U·COMP.

The League is a great resource for me, and I’m very 
proud that Altoona is a part of it. I get the most 
impact from networking with other elected officials 
from around Pennsylvania, but also with the vast 
amount of information The League provides to 
us with legislative updates, lobbying members of 
the General Assembly on issues that matter most 
to municipalities, and the numerous training 
opportunities and services that they offer. The 
League is valuable for any municipal official to be 
informed about everything going on in Harrisburg, 
and in other communities around  
the State.

-Matthew Pacifico
Mayor, City of Altoona
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​Zebulen S. Smoyer​
​107 S. Ridge Street​
​Bellefonte, PA 16823​

​October 30, 2025​

​Bellefonte Borough Council​
​301 N. Spring Street​
​Suite 200​
​Bellefonte, PA 16823​

​RE:​ ​Exception to Section 404.3 of the Centre Region Building Safety & Property​
​Maintenance Code​

​I am writing regarding my home at 107 S. Ridge Street, which I have lived in for two years. I​
​have temporarily moved out of state with my partner while they attend law school. My goal is to​
​rent my house out for a few years and then return to Bellefonte. I have obtained a rental permit​
​from the Borough.​

​The house has one bedroom on the first floor and three on the second floor. During the​
​inspection process it was observed that the second-story ceiling height is approximately 6 feet​
​and 8 inches, which does not meet Section 404.3 of the Centre Region Building Safety &​
​Property Maintenance Code (2017 Edition), requiring that “habitable spaces … shall have a​
​clear ceiling height of not less than 7 feet.” As a result, only the first-floor bedroom was​
​permitted to be rented as a bedroom. The house was built in 1910, long before the​
​Pennsylvania Construction Code Act was adopted in 2004.​

​I fully support the safety objectives behind the ceiling-height rule and have complied with all​
​other fire and life-safety requirements under the code. The existing clear ceiling height is only​
​four inches — roughly 5% — below the minimum requirement. Altering the structure to gain​
​those few inches would require invasive construction that would compromise the historic​
​character of the house while imposing significant cost, with relatively little measurable increase​
​in safety. Additionally, my 1910 house is relatively drafty. I imagine the draftyness reduces​
​smoke build-up against the ceiling, increasing the effectiveness of the ceiling space.​

​I request that the Council amend their adoption of the Centre Region Building Safety & Property​
​Maintenance Code to include an exception to section 404.3 of that code for structures​
​constructed prior to 2004. There is precedent for this type of exemption in the Centre Region. In​
​July 2023, Harris Township adopted Ordinance No. 360, which exempts structures built prior to​
​1996 from the minimum ceiling height requirements of Section 404.3.​

​Thank you kindly for your time,​

​-Zebulen S. Smoyer​
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West Chester    |    Philadelphia    |    Newtown Square    |    Oxford    |    Wilmington, DE    |    Cherry Hill, NJ 

lambmcerlane.com 

Jlambmcerlane.com 

 

                Christopher P. Gerber, Esquire 

        West Chester Office 

                 Phone: 610-430-8000 

              Email: cgerber@lambmcerlane.com 

 

November 3, 2025 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Bellefonte Borough 

Attn: Barbara Dann, Council President 

301 N. Spring Street Suite 200 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 

address@outlook.com 

  

Re: Legal Representation 

 

Dear Ms. Dann: 

 

   It is a pleasure to have been retained to represent the Borough of Bellefonte as Special 

Counsel with respect to labor and employment matters and any other tasks assigned to our law 

firm.  Set forth herein are the terms of our representation. 

 

 We will bill you monthly for our time and disbursements. We will bill the Borough at a 

flat rate of $300.00 per hour. We bill in six-minute increments. It is our policy to require 

payment of invoices within thirty (30) days of the date of the invoice. Thereafter, an interest 

charge of 1/2% per month will be assessed against invoices which are outstanding for more than 

forty-five (45) days. We reserve the right to terminate our representation if payment is not 

received within sixty (60) days of the date of a statement and you agree not to contest our 

withdrawal from any court or administrative proceeding if payment has not been received within 

sixty (60) days of the date of a statement. Our billable rates typically increase from year to year. 

 

 During our representation, Bellefonte Borough will be responsible for payment of all 

costs associated with our representation, including but not limited to: court costs, filing costs, 

expert fees, long distance telephone charges, federal express or courier service, delivery charges, 

photocopying costs, travel expenses and any computer research. 

 

 As your Special Counsel, from time to time, we will provide you with our legal opinions, 

advice or instructions with respect to a particular procedure, course of action, claim or defense. If 

you disregard our opinions, advice or instructions, we reserve the right to terminate our 

representation, in which case you agree to compensate us for the professional services expended 

at our stated hourly rate. 
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In general, we will be transmitting to you copies of correspondence and other papers in 

this case which we believe have some significance. Papers which we transmit to you in this 

matter should be retained by you for your records. 

 

This will specifically confirm that we have been retained to represent the Borough as a 

Special Counsel in the above-referenced matter based on the foregoing understandings. If, in the 

future, you wish us to represent you in any other matter, that should be the subject of additional 

discussions and an additional letter similar to this one.  

 

If you disagree with any of the foregoing, or if you have any questions or comments at 

any time, please do not hesitate to call or write. 

 

 Please be aware this firm has a records retention policy of seven years. You may request 

your file any time up to seven years from the conclusion of our representation in this matter. If 

you do not request your file within this time frame, your file will then be discarded. 

  

 Please sign this letter of representation and return it to me via electronic mail. Please 

retain a copy for your files. 

 

 Again, we appreciate the opportunity to represent Bellefonte Borough. Thank you for 

your confidence in our firm. 

 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

       LAMB McERLANE PC 

 

 

       Christopher P. Gerber   

       Christopher P. Gerber, Esquire 

 

CPG/rmm 

 

 

 

       Bellefonte Borough  

 

 

Date:       By:       

       Barbara Dann, Council President 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Bellefonte Borough Council 

FROM: Matt Auman and Randy Neff 

SUBJECT: Municibid Auction Items-November 2025 

DATE: November 14th, 2025 
 

 

I am requesting Council’s approval to declare the following Borough-owned equipment as 

surplus and authorize staff to list these items for sale on Municibid: 

 

• 2001 GMC 3500 Bucket Truck 

VIN: 3GDKC34G41M112058 

 

• 2013 Ford Taurus – Police Interceptor 

VIN: 1FAHP2M85DG152871 

 

These vehicles are no longer needed for Borough operations and may provide value through 

resale. Approval from Council will allow staff to proceed with listing and managing their sale on 

Municibid. 

 

Requested Action: 

Approval to declare the above items as surplus and authorize their sale on Municibid. 
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